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author's   preface. 


HAVING  re fided  along  time  in  Swe- 
den, travelled  through  the  interior 
parts  of  the  kingdom,  and  acquired  a  fuf- 
ficient  knowledge  of  the  language  fpoken 
by  the  inhabitants,  I  thought  my felf  qua- 
lified to  undertake  the  following  work, 
intended  to  give  an  account  of  a  country 
rendered  illu (Irions  by  a  great  number 
of  eminent  characters  ;  a  country  which 
was  a  long  time  the  arbiter  of  Europe, 
and  which  for  twenty-two  years  with- 
flood  feveral  formidable  powers  united 
in  a  league  againfl  it.  Sweden,  even  after 
its  decline,  is  doubtlcfs  worthy  of  atten- 
tion, on  account  of  its  domeftic  revolu- 
tions ;  the  efforts  which  it  has  made  to 
repair  its  misfortunes  ;  and  the  courage 
with  which  it  lately  com.bated  an  ambi- 
tious neighbour. 

A  To 


vî  AUTHOR'S    PREFACE. 

To  enable  me  to  accomplifh  this  taflc, 
feveral  learned  bwedes,  well  acquainted 
with  every  thing  that  concerns  their 
country,  communicated  memoirs  to  me, 
and  gave  me  every  information  that  they 
poffibly  could.  I  am  happy  in  having 
this  opportunity  of  publicly  acknowledg- 
ing the  obligations  I  am  under  to  them, 
and  of  teftifying  my  gratitude  for  their 
kindnefs. 

A  great  many  works  have  been  pub- 
lifhed  in  Sweden  refpecting  that  coun- 
try :  of  thefe  I  have  taken  advantage,  and 
I  confefs  that    I  have  derived    confi- 
derable  aiïiftance  from  them.  The  Hijîory 
of  Sweden^  by  Daiin-,  The  Abridgment  of  that 
Hifiory^  and  The  Political  View  of  Sweden,  by 
Lager  bring'.  The  Geography  of  Sweden,  by 
Tuneld-,  A  Treaiije  on  the  Commerce  of  Sweden, 
by  Zelterjien'y  The  Public  Aâfs  which  relate  to 
the  Fundamental  Laws  of  Sweden-,  The  Pub- 
lic A5ls  collected  by  Modée-,  The  Gazette  of  the 
'Diets',  The  Dictionary  of  the  Illufirlous  Men  of 
Sweden,  byGe%eUus\  The  Memoirs  of  the  Aca- 
demy of  Sciences  ;   The  Dlfcourfes  pronounced 

in 
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m  that  Academy  y  "The  Memoirs  of  the  Acade^ 
my  of  Belles  Lettres ',  ^he  Memoirs  of  the  Pa- 
triotic Society^  The  Journal  of  Medicine^  and 
of  the  Searchers  into  Nature,  and  The  Political 
and  Literary  Gazettes^  pubUfhed  by  Mr,  Gjœr- 
val^  are  the  principal  fources  from  which 
I  have  drawn  my  information. 

Several  works  relatin^j  to  Sweden 
have  been  alfo  pubUihed  in  France,  Eng- 
land, Germany,  and  other  countries;  but 
there  are  only  two  which  I  found  of  any 
ufe.  I  fometimes  confulted  Sheridan's 
Hi/lory  of  the  Revoluiion  in  1772,  and  Me^ 
moirs  refpecling  the  Political  and  Economical 
Affairs  of  the  Kingdom  of  Sweden^  by 
Canzler, 

It  is  eafy  to  colle6l  materials,  but  it  is 
difficult  to  arrange  them  and  reduce 
them  to  order.  I  was  lon.^  uncer- 
tain what  plan  I  fhould  follow  :  that 
which  I  have  adopted  appeared  to  me 
the  cleareft  and  moft  met'  odical.  As  I 
could  not  introduce,  into  the  chapter' 
on  the  Swedilh  Conftitution,  the  whole 
of  the  Form  of  Government  eflablifedin  1 772  ; 
A  2  and 
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and  as  that  piece  is  highly  worthy  the 
attention  of  thofe  who  wifli  to  be  ac- 
quainted with  the  pohtical  laws  of  Swe- 
den, I  have  placed  it  at  the  end  of  the 
Work. 

The  greater  part  of  foreign  writers 
who  have  fpoken  of  Sweden,  have  disfi- 
gured the  names  of  places  and  perfons  : 
as  for  my  part,  I  have  preferved  them  fuch 
as  I  found  them.  I  have  therefore  writ- 
ten Ba?ier,  and  not  Banter -,  Oxenjiierna^  and 
not  Oxenjîern  or  Oxenfiirn\  Carlfcrona^  and 
not  Carlfcron\  Norkœp'mg,  "^  and  not  Norko-. 
ping,  &c.  Mtvlarj  and  not  Melar, 

I  have,  however,  been  obliged  to  devi- 
ate fometimes  from  this  rule:  the  Swedes 
have  in  their  alphabet  an  a  with  a  fmall 
0  over  it,  which  is  a  letter  peculiar  to 
themfelves:  in  the  room  of  it  I  have  fub- 
ftituted  a  common  French  c,  as  this  letter 
is  pronounced  nearly  in  the  fame  man- 
ner as  the  former.  1  his  alteration  I  have 

*  The  œ  is  pronounced  cu^  and  the  a^  a'l. 

made 
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made  in  feveral  words  which  occur  very 
frequently,  fuch  as  Qbo^  IFefercs,  Bohus, 

Ye  people  among  whom  I  have  long 
refided!  to  you  I  make  an  offering  of 
this  Work.  The  mofh  fcrupulous  im- 
partiality directed  my  pen,  and  I  have 
v/ritten  v/hat  my  eyes  faw,  my  mind 
thought,  and  my  heart  felt.  Of  the  truth 
of  this  alfertion  you  yourfelves  will 
judge.  There  is  no  hum.an  foeiety  free 
from  imperfections:  by  remarking  them 
without  afperity,  one  induces  thofe 
among  whom  they  are  found  to  correal 
them. — Befides,  I  court  your  efteem; 
and  I  fhould  have  only  merited  and  met 
with  your  contempt,  had  adulation  made 
me  betray  the  interells  of  truth. 
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^  LAVES  to  paffion,  and  engaged  too 
O  much  in  the  purfuit  of  trifling 
amufemcnts,  mankind  feldom  turn  their 
thoughts  toany  objeclsjbut  fuch  as  feem 
calculated  to  promote  their  interelt,  or 
increafe  their  pleafures.  This  being^the 
cafe,  few  of  them  feek  to  acquire  more 
knowledge  than  what  is  necelTary  in  the 
particular  profeflion  which  they  have 
embraced;  they  confine  their  fpecula- 
tions  principally  to  their  own  bufinefs, 
and  feel  little  intereft  in  the  general  fate 
of  empires,  or  the  fituation  of  fociety  in 
remote  regions.  The  political  ftate  of 
kinQ:doms,  which  to  men  of  enlig^htened 
underflandings  will  always  fupply  an 
ample  fund  of  entertainment,  and  afford 
fcope  for  ufcful  refleclions,  holds  forth 
no  attractions  whatever  to  the  unculti- 
A  4  vated 
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vated  mind,  the  refourccs  of  which  are 
lew  in  number,  and  circumlbribed  with- 
in the  limits  of  a  narrow  fphere.  Hence 
that  negleci:  with  which  works  of  the 
greatefl;  merit  are  fometimes  treated, 
and  the  httle  encouraG:ement  often  jiiven 
to  the  moil  laborious  and  important  un- 
dertakings. 

Every  perfon,  however,  who  pretends 
to  fpcak  on  public  affairs,  unlefs  he 
choofe  to  betray  his  own  ignorance, 
ought,  in  fome  meafure,  to  be  ac- 
quainted with  the  political  ftate  of  the 
principal  nations  in  Europe  :  this  know- 
ledge, which  is  indifpenfably  neceffary 
to  the  flatefman  and  politician,  may  be 
of  great  utility  alfo  to  the  merchant, 
and  prove  not  altogether  uninterelling  to 
the  philofopher,  and  the  man  of  letters. 
By  thoroughly  knowing  the  refources, 
ftrength,  and  riches,  of  foreign  powers, 
the  flatefman  is  enabled  to  form  and 
execute  ufefal  plans,  either  in  the  time 
of  peace  or  of  war;  the  merchant  acquires 
new  lights  refpccling  trade,  commerce, 

and 
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and  manufadures  ;  and  the  man  of  let- 
ters is  qualihed  for  communicating  his 
thoughts  to  the  pubhc,  on  fuch  objeds 
as  may  concern  the  happinefs,  welfare, 
and  profperity,  of  his  own  country.  To 
a  Britifli  fubjecl,  above  all,  information 
of  this  kind  is  highly  important:  the  ex- 
tent of  our  trade  and  pofleffions  ;  our 
conneélion  with  other  nations;  the  influ- 
ence which  this  country  hath  in  the  po- 
litical balance  ;  and  the  fhare  which  every 
individual  enjoys  in  the  adminiilration, 
feem  to  require,  that  all,  and  particularly 
thofe  who  hold  public  ifations,  while 
they  fludy  the  conilitution  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, fhould  at  the  fame  time  be  not  en- 
tirely ignorant  of  the  fituation  of  their 
neighbours.  It  is  a  misfortune,  however, 
much  to  be  regretted,  that  works  in- 
tended to  convey  inllruction  on  this 
head,  are  often  deficient,  erroneous,  and 
imperfed.  Travellers  generally  rende 
too  fhort  a  time  in  foreign  countries,  to 
be  able  to  fpeak  of  them  with  any  kind 
of  certainty  or  precifion  ;  many  of  thern 

are 
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are  not  fufficiently  acquainted  with  the 
modern  languages,  to  procure  that  infor- 
mation which  is  neceffary  ;  and  fome  are 
fo  bhnded  by  national  prejudice,  that 
they  either  fee  things  in  a  wrong  light, 
and  through  a  delufive  medium,  or  wil- 
fully mifreprefent  them,  in  order  to  raife 
the  reputation  of  their  own  country  ' 
higher. 

To  write  well,  and  with  fuccefs,  on 
this  important  fubjeft,  travellers  muft 
have  lived  long  amongft  the  people  of 
whofe  government,  laws,  conilitution, 
refources,  commerce,  &c.  they  mean  to 
give  an  account,  they  muft  have  fre-r 
quented  the  company  of  all  claffes  ;  they 
muft  have  ftudied  their  language:  in  fome 
meafure  adopted  their  manners;  familia- 
rized themfelves  with  their  humour  and 
temper  ;  divefted  themfelves  of  preju- 
dice, and  embraced  every  opportunity 
of  acquiring  ufeful  information.  Moft  of 
thefe  advantages,  the  author  of  the  pre- 
fent  work  feems  to  have  enjoyed  ;  and 
his  obfervations,  which  are  both  inge- 
nious 
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nious  and  candid,  will,  no  doubt,  afford 
amufement  and  inflruclion  to  thofe  who 
wifh  to  be  acquainted  with  the  political 
ftate  of  a  nation,  to  which  the  eyes  of  all 
Europe  have  been  lately  turned,  and  in- 
deed with  fome  degree  of  admiration. 

Sweden,  though  a  poor  country,  and 
in  many  refpeds  barren,  has  always  been 
confidered  as  of  importance  in  the  poli- 
tical balance.  Its  inhabitants,  naturally 
brave,  and  enured  to  hardfhips,  have,  on 
every  occafion,  diftinguilhed  themfelves 
in  the  wars  which  they  carried  on  with 
their  neighbours  ;  and  fome  of  its  fove-» 
reigns  have  rendered  their  names  im- 
mortal by  the  magnanimity  and  firmnefs 
which  they  difplayed  when  furrounded 
by  dangers,  and  embarraffed  with  diffi- 
culties. This  country,  among  the  emi- 
nent charafters  it  has  produced,  can 
boafl  of  a  Guflavus  Adolphus,  the  great 
friend  and  fupporterof  the  Proteftants  in 
Germany;  aChrifl;ina,well  known  by  her 
learning  and  fingularities  ;  a  Charles  XII, 
who  not  improperly  has  been   llyled 

the 
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the  Alexander  of  the  North;  and  a  Lin- 
naeus, the  father  of  botany,  and  the  re- 
former of  natural  hiflory.  In  the  prefent 
day,  a  Guftavus  III.  who  feems  to  inhe- 
rit all  the  bravery  and  enterprifing  turn 
of  his  anceflors,  has,  with  becoming  fpi- 
rit,  fupported  the  warlike  glory  of  Swe- 
den, in  checking  female  ambition,  always 
more  boundlefs  than  that  of  the  other  fex  ; 
and  while  he  has  (hewn  himfelf  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  arts  of  war,  the  ar- 
rangements he  has  made  refpecling  the 
internal  adminiflration  of  the  kingdom, 
fufficiently  prove,  that  he  is  equally  qua- 
lified to  promote  thofe  of  peace.  A  coun- 
try, therefore,  which  has  given  birth  to 
fo  many  illuilrious  perfonages  ;  which 
has  always  acted  a  confpicuous  part  on 
the  public  theatre;  and  whofe  hiilory  is 
interefting  in  various  refpeds,  dcferves, 
undoubtedly,  to  be  better  known.  On 
this  account,  the  tranflator  thought  he 
ihould  do  a  fervice  to  literature,  by 
clothing  the  following  work  in  an  Eng- 
lifli  drefs:  with  what  fuccefs  he  has  ex- 
ecuted 
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ecuted  his  talk,  he  ihall  leave  to  thofe 
who  are  competent  judges  to  determine. 
He  muft  however  obferve,  that  in  regard 
to  the  names  of  places,  the  orthography 
of  which  has  been  varied  by  different 
authors,  he  has,  for  the  mod  part, adhered 
to  the  original.  The  only  alterations 
he  has  made,  are,  in  words  very  familiar 
to  an  Englifh  ear,  which  for  that  reafon 
he  has  written  in  the  fame  manner  as 
they  are  ufually  written  in  mod  of  our 
treatifes  on  geography. 
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CHAP.    L 

SITUATION,    SOIL,    CLIMATE,   &C. 

SWEDEN  anciently  formed  a  part  of 
that  vaft  country  known  to  the  Ro- 
mans under  the  name  of  Scandinavia.  At 
prefent  it  is  bounded  on  the  eaft  by  Ruffia^ 
on  the  weft  by  the  Gategate  and  Norway,  on 
the  fouth  by  the  Sound,  and  on  the  north 
by  the  uncultivated  defarts  of  Ruffian  and 
Danilh  Lapland. 

^The  whole  kingdom  is  divided  into  five 
general  parts,  viz.  Sweden  properly  fo  called, 
Gothland,  Norland,  Lapland,  and  Finland. 

B  Each 
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Each  of  thefe  parts  is  fubdivided  into  feve^ 
ral  provinces  :  Upland,  Sudermania,  Neri- 
cia,  Wefl;mania,andDalecarlia,  compofe  Swe- 
den proper;  Gothland  contains  Oftrogothia, 
Sinoland,  Weftrogothia,  the  ifles  of  Goth- 
land and  Œland,  Wermland,  the  fief  of 
Bohus,  Dalia,  Scandia,  Halland,  and  Ble- 
kingen  ;  Geflrikeland,  Helfingland,  Medel- 
padia,  Hiemtland,  Herjedalia,  Ongermania, 
and  Weftrobothnia,  conftitute  Norland. 

Swedifh  Lapland  is  divided  into  feven  dif- 
triâ:s,  viz.  Afela,  Hiemtland,  Uineo,  Pitheo, 
Liileo,  Torneo,  and  Kemi.  The  provinces 
of  Finland  are,  Finland  proper,  the  ifle  of 
CEland,  Oiirobothnia*,  Tavaftelànd,  Nyland, 
Savolax,  and  that  part  of  the  fief  of  Kymene 
and  Carelia,  which  Sweden  has  preferved. 

The  Swedes  by  their  viûorious  arms  add- 
ed to  tlie  mother  country  Livonia,  Eftonia, 
Ligria,  Pomerania,  the  ifles  of  Œfel  and  Ru- 
gen,  Wifinar  and  its  territories,  Bremen  and 
Werden  ;  but  of  all  thefe  beautiful  poflef- 
fions,  none  now  are  left  them  but  farther 
Pomerania  :  even  Finland  itfelf  has  been 
difmembered.     The  acquifition  of  the  ifle 

of 
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bF  St.  Bartholomew  cannot  compenfate  for 
thefe  lofTes,  but  it  may  be  of  great  fervice  to 
them  in  commerce. 

The  five  parts  of  which  Sweden  is  efTen- 
tially  compofed,  and  which  I  have  here 
pointed  out,  form  the  largeft  ftate  in  Europe 
next  to  Ruiïîa.  Geographers  are  not  agreed 
refpedling  its  fuperficial  content.  Bufching 
fixes  it  at  13,500  fquare  German  miles,  and 
his  account  feems  to  approach  neareft  to 
truth. 

The  kingdom  of  Sweden  is  fituated  be- 
tween the  28th  and  the  48th  degree  of  lon- 
gitude, and  the  55th  and  70th  of  northern 
latitude.  The  winter  here  is  long,  dry, 
and  extremely  cold  ;  the  fummer  fhort  and 
exceedingly  hot.  The  Swedes  experience 
a  rapid  change  from  the  former  of  thefe  fea- 
fons  to  the  latter  ;  fpring  and  autumn  are 
almoft  unknown  to  them.  During  the  long 
nights  of  winter,  the  moon,  the  aurora 
boreaUs,  and  the  refledion  of  the  fnow,  pro- 
duce a  mild  and  agreeable  light.  In  fum- 
mer, the  fun  remains  fo  long  above  the  ho- 
rizon, that  the  night  confifts  only  of  a  flight 
B  2      '  twilight  ; 
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twilight  ;  vegetation  then  acquires  its  fulî 
vigour,  and  Nature  feems  to  regain  that  time 
which  fhe  has  loft  during  the  frofty  feafon. 

A  very  remarkable  phenomenon  may  be 
feen  atTorneo  in  the  province  of  Weftroboth- 
nia.  This  phenomenon  is  the  folftice  which 
was  firft  obierved  by  two  Swedifli  aftrono- 
mers  about  the  end  of  the  laft  century.  It 
was  obferved  alfo  in  1 736,  by  feveral  French 
aftronomers,  among  whom  was  the  cele- 
brated Maupertuis.  This  philofopher,  al- 
ways inclined  to  fmgularity,  fell  in  love 
.under  the  polar  circle,  and  compofed  verfes 
in  honour  of  his  hyperborean  miftrefs. 

Though  Sweden  is  fituated  under  a  rigo- 
rous climate,  it  enjoys  a  much  milder  tem- 
perature than  thofe  countries  of  Afia  and 
America  which  have  the  fame  latitude.  For 
this  advantage  it  is  undoubtedly  indebted  to 
the  waters  with  which  it  is  wafhed  and  in- 
terfedted,  as  well  as  to  that  high  degree  of 
cultivation  to  which  it  has  attained.  Thun- 
der is  feldom  heard  in  this  country  ;  it  pro- 
duces no  venomous  reptiles;  and  earthquakes 
never  fpread  terror  and  confternation.  Some 

of 
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of  its  learned  men  pretend  that  traces  of 
extinguiflied  volcanoes  are  to  be  feen  in  it, 
but  the  proofs  which  they  bring  are  far  from 
being  convincing.  The  pure  and  fharp  air 
which  the  Swedes  breathe  renders  them  vi- 
gorous, and  preferves  them  from  epidemical 
di/eafes.  The  plague  has  fometimes  made 
havoc  amongft  them,  but  it  appears  that  the 
infediion  was  conveyed  to  them  from  the 
fouthern  countries.  They  often  attain  to  a 
very  great  age  :  according  to  a  memoir  pub- 
iifhed  by  Mr,  Wargentin,  there  v/ere  lately 
found,  during  a  period  of  nine  or  ten  years, 
2036  men  and  3540  women  above  the  age 
of  90  ;  212  men  and  328  wom.en  between 
100  and  105  ;  31  men  and  ^6  women  be- 
tween 106  and  1 10;  22  men  and  19  wo- 
men between  1 1 1  and  120  ;  one  man  aged 
122,  and  one  woman  of  127. 

Linnaeus  reckons  that  there  are  in  Sweden 
1300  fpecies  of  plants,  200  of  which  are 
ufed  in  medicine,  and  1400  fpecies  of  ani- 
mals. Wolves,  foxes,  hares,  birds  of  prey, 
moor  fowl,  cocks  of  the  wood,  together  with 
frefli  and  fait- water  fifli,  ai"e  found  here  in 
B  3  Çreat 
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great  abundance  ;  bears,  elks,  does,  roebucks, 
fables,  beavers-,  and  pole-cats,  are  more  un- 
common. It  has  been  remarked  that  no 
beeches  grow  beyond  Oftrogothia,  and  no 
oaks  beyond  Upland  ;  the  birch  grows  in 
all  the  provinces.  The  pine  and  the  fir 
however  form  the  principal  part  of  thole 
forefts  with  which  Sweden  is  covered  :  they 
preferve  their  verdure  during  the  whole 
winter,  and  afford  a  happy  relief  to  the  eye, 
dazzled  by  the  continual  fplendor  of  the 
fnow  :  they  prefent  the  image  of  life  amidll 
an  almoft  univerfal  death.  The  northern 
provinces  produce  fevcral  kinds  of  berries 
■which  have  a  very  agreeable  tafte. 

With  regard  to  mineral  productions,  Swe- 
den is  very  rich.  Iron  is  found  in  many 
places  near  the  furface  of  the  earth  ;  it  is 
met  with  in  veins  and  maffes.  It  is  gene- 
rally contained  in  a  calx  of  phlogifticated 
iron.  The  ore  of  Danmora  in  Upland  is 
the  beft.  The  mine  of  Fahlun  produces 
copper,  well  known  throughout  all  Europe. 
This  mine  is  i8o  fathoms  in  depth,  and  the 
mineral  is  a  very  hard  pyrites.     The  richeft 

filver 
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filver  mine  in  the  country  is  found  at  Sala, 
in  the  province  of  Weftmania  ;  the  mineral 
éonfifts  of  cubical  wolfram.  This  mine 
produces  a  fraall  quantity  of  pure  filver,  fome 
of  which  has  been  found  alfo  of  late  years 
in  an  iron  mine  at  Wermland,  under  ftrata. 
of  clay  which  interfe(St  it.  The  gold  mine 
difcovered  about  the  middle  of  this  century, 
at  iEdelfors  in  Smoland,  furnilhes  only  a 
very  fmall  quantity  of  that  metal,  which  is 
contained  in  a  calcareous  matrix  ;  the  miners 
find  fometimes  a  few  pieces  of  it  perfedly 
pure.  This  mine  is  eighty-four  fathoms  in 
depth.  Befides  thefe,  the  bowels  of  the 
earth  abound  with  lead,  marble,  alum,  lime- 
ftone,  coal,  vitriol,  curious  petrifications, 
porphyry,  amethyfts,  loadftone,  flate,  talk, 
quickfilver,  fulphur,  mother-of-pearl,  and 
fome  other  productions  of  the  mineral  king- 
dom. . 

The  face  of  the  country  in  Sweden  is 
diverfified  with  a  profufion  of  eminence?, 
hills,  and  mountains.  The  moft  remarkable 
of  thefe,  the  Sevebergfrygn,  is  a  chain  of 
jnountains,  which  in  Weftrogothia  begins  to 
B  4  rife 
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rife  above  the  level  of  the  fea  ;  it  extends  to- 
wards the  north,  between  Norway  and  Nor-», 
land,  and  feparates  thefe  two  countries  by 
fummits  covered  with  eternal  fnow.  Ac-: 
cording  to  Mr.  Bergman,  it  llretches  as  far  as 
the  northern  part  of  Afia,  and  in  that  quar- 
ter of  the  globe  is  terminated  only  by  the 
boundaries  of  the  earth.  The  mountain  of 
KinekuUe,  on  the  banks  of  lake  Wenner,  de- 
ferves  the  attention  of  every  traveller  who 
traverfes  Sweden  ;  it  confifts  of  a  number  of 
terraces  rifmg  one  above  another,  the  higheft 
of  which  prefents  a  fcene  equally  rich  and 
variegated.  The  mountain  of  Omberg,  in, 
Smoland,  is  fo  high  that  four  provinces,  fix 
cities,  and  fifty  churches,  may  be  feen  fronx 
the  top  of  it.  This  mountain  on  one  fide 
touches  lake  Wetter,  and  in  digging  at  the 
bottom  of  it  there  is  found  a  quarry  of 
lime-ftone  which  extends  pretty  far  under. 
the  water.  Thefe,  as  well  as  all  the  other 
mountains  of  Sweden,  are  compofed  of  gra- 
vel, freeflone,  calcareous  flone,  Hate,  dif- 
ferent kinds  of  petrifications,  and  granite; 
the  bafis  of  the  greater  part  of  them  is  granite^j 
which  is  fo  plentiful,  that  it  is  found  in  large 
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Separate  mafles,  that  often  rife  to  a  confidera- 
ble  height.  Jetteberg,  in  Weftrogothia,  forms 
a  mafs  of  this  nature.  Taberg,  fituated  in 
Smoland,  is  a  chain  compofed  entirely  of 
iron  ore.  There  are  three  chains  of  the 
fame  kind  in  Swedifh  Lapland,  viz.  Keru- 
mavara,  Luofavara,  and  Gellivara. 

The  foil  of  the  plains  and  valleys  which 
lie  between^the  hills  and  mountains  is  very 
proper  for  cultivation.  The  heat  of  the 
fun  by  being  there  concentred,  and  the 
fprings  that  fall  from  the  furrounding  emi- 
nences, render  them  fertile  even  when  they 
are  not  refreshed  by  fhov/ers  of  rain.  The 
plough  is  employed  alfo  on  many  of  the 
hills,  which  by  adive  induftry  are  now 
converted  into  fields  fit  for  tillage. 

The  waters  by  which  Sweden  is  wallied 
and  interfered  are  very  numerous.  Here 
you  find  a  vaft  arm  of  the  fea,  there  an  cx- 
tenfive  lake,  and  a  little  farther  a  broad  and 
;:apid  river,  or  a  foaming  and  impetuous 
torrent.  The  Baltic,  which  extends  along 
the  kingdom  forming  tvv'o  large  gulphs,  that 
of  Bothnia  and  that  of  Fioland,  feems  to  be 

the 


10  A    GENERAL    VIEW 

the  grand  refource  of  Sweden.  Much  has 
been  written  on  the  decreafe  of  the  waters 
of  this  fea  ;  and  about  the  middle  of  the 
prefent  century  a  very  warm  difpute  arofe 
on  the  fubjed:  among  the  Swedilh  Hterati, 
Many  arguments  may  be  advanced  on  both 
fides,  but  the  queftion  is  not  yet  determined. 
Mr.  Bergman,  in-  his  Phyfical  Defer iption  of 
the  Earthy  inclines  towards  the  fyftem  of  its 
decreafe,  and  his  authority  has  confiderable 
weight.  The  Northern  fea,  or  the  German 
ocean,  wafhcs  the  provinces  of  Scandia, 
Halland,  Weilrogothia,  and  Bohus,  under 
the  name  of  the  Categate,  or  Schagerack. 
The  coafts  of  the  diftrids  bordering  on  thefe 
two  feas  abound  with  rocks,  iflands,  and 
promontories,  which  form  a  number  of 
gulphs  and  bays.  Thefe  paffes,  formidable  to 
navigators,  are  in  the  language  of  the  coun- 
try called  Schsren. 

The  rivers  of  Sweden  are  rapid,  and  fup- 
ply  abundance  of  fifli  ;  but  the  numerous 
rocks  and  fhoals  which  are  found  in  thenx 
render  them  unfit  for  the  purpofes  of  navi- 
gation. The  Dal  has  a  very  pidurefque  fall 
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near  Elfcarleby,  in  Upland,  and  produces 
great  plenty  of  falmon.  Gothia  is  celebrated 
for  the  catarads  of  Trolhsetta,  which  figni- 
fies  the  forcerers  manor.  The  river  Motala 
in  its  courfe  forms  a  number  of  beautiful 
cafcades  near  the  city  of  Norkœping,  and 
like  the  Dal  is  very  abundant  in  falmon. 
Lakes  of  greater  or  lefs  extent  are  found  in 
moft  of  the  provinces.  The  Mielar  which 
waters  Upland,  Sudermania,  andWeftmania, 
is  twelve  miles  '•'  in  length  and  eight  in 
breadth  :  it  contains  a  furprifmg  number  of 
iilands;  there  are  reckoned  to  be  1290,  feve- 
ral  of  which  are  three  or  four  miles  in  ex- 
tent, and  exhibit  a  pidure  of  fertility  and 
abundance.  The  banks  of  the  Mselar  are 
covered  with  towns,  villages,  farms,  and 
gentlemen's  feats.  At  Stockholm  this  beau- 
tiful lake  difcharges  itfelf  into  the  Baltick 
by  two  rapid  currents,  one  of  which  is  called 
the  northern,  and  the  other  the  fouthern 
current.  The  Hielmar  wafhes  Sudermania 
^nd  Nericia  ;   it  is  feven  miles  in  length, 

*  5483 i  French  fathoms  make  a  Swedlfh  mile:  I0j|  of 
thefe  miles  make  a  degreco 
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and  three  or  four  in  breadth.  It  contains 
fewer  iflands  than  the  Mœlar,  into  which  it 
difcharges  itfelf  near  the  city  of  Torfhaslla. 
TheWenner,  which  divides  its  waters  among 
three  provinces,  Weftrogothia,  DaUa,  and 
Wermland,  is  fourteen  miles  in  length,  aad. 
in  breadth  feven.  It  is  much  higher  than 
the  northern  fea,  with  which  it  has  a  com- 
munication by  the  river  Gothia  :  it  increafes 
and  decreafes  regularly,  abounds  with  fifh, 
and  contains  a  number  of  iflands.  Of  all 
the  lakes  of  Sweden,  the  Wetter  is  the  moft 
interefting  on  account  of  the  different  phe- 
nomena which  it  exhibits  to  the  obferver. 
Four  provinces,  Oftrogothia,  Wefirogothia, 
Smoland,  and  Nericia,  are  wafhed  by  its 
waters  :  its  greateft  length  is  fifteen  miles, 
and  its  greateft  breadth  four.  It  receives  a 
continual  fupply  from  the  ftreams  of  forty 
rivulets,  and  is  confiderably  higher  than  the 
Baltic,  into  which  it  difcharges  itfelf  by  the 
Motala.  Its  waters  are  fo  clear,  that  a  piece 
cf  money  may  be  diftinguiihed  in  it  at  the 
depth  of  twenty  fathoms  :  in  fome  places 
its  bottom  has  never  yet  been  difcovered, 

though 
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though  founded  with  a  very  long  line.  The 
Wetter  often  increafes  and  decreafes  in  a 
very  fhort  fpace  of  time  :  this  is  faid  to  be 
occafioned  by  fubterranean  winds,  and  upon 
fuch  occaflon-s  -it  malces  a  rumbling  kind  of 
noife,  and  a  tempeft  foon  ■  after  follows. 
The  fame  winds,  when  leaft-expecHied,  break 
the  ice  with  which  the  lake  is  covered  in. 
winter,  and  the  fulphureous  and  bituminous 
fubftances  depofited  at  its  bottom  forcing  a 
paflage,  produce  explofions,  the  noife  of 
which  is  very  alarming  to  thofe  who  live  in 
the  neighbourhood.  In  Swedifh  Lapland 
there  are  two  lakes,  Enara  and  Kemijarvi, 
which  are  remarkable  on  account  of  their 
extent.  The  firft  is  in  length  twenty  miles, 
and  the  other  thirty. 

A  Swedifh  author,  who  has  written  on 
the  mineral  fprings  of  Sweden,  reckons  up 
360  ;  they  abound  in  every  province  of  the 
kingdom.  That  of  Loca  in . Weftmania  re- 
ftored  to  health  King  Adolphus  Frederic: 
near  it  is  found  a  kind  of  clay  which  em- 
ployed in  cold  bathing  is  faid  to  be  ex- 
tremely falutary.  Mr.  Bergman  has  ren- 
dered 
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dered  the  waters  of  Medevi  in  Oftrogothiil 
very  celebrated.  He  preferred  them  to  all 
the  reft  in  the  country,  and  went  thither 
every  fummer  during  the  laft  years  of  his 
life.  In  a  memoir,  in  which  he  analyfes 
thefe  waters,  he  fays,  that  they  are  remark- 
ably light,  that  they  have  a  ferruginous  tafte, 
and  that  they  contain  fixed  air  and  liver  of 
fulphur. 

The  highways  in  Sweden  are  broad  and 
well  conftrudied  ;  as  they  all  proceed  in  a 
ferpentine  courfe,  they  furprife  the  traveller 
with  a  variety  of  profpeds,  which  amufe 
and  entertain  him  on  his  journey.  Piâ:u- 
refque  fcenes  prefent  themfelves  in  abun- 
dance, and  there  are  fome  of  them  from 
which  the  landfcape-painter  might  derive 
great  benefit,  and  which  have  a  romantic 
character,  that  one  would  in  vain  look  for 
elfewhere.  The  eye  with  pleafure  fixes  it- 
felf  on  thofe  wild  and  gloomy  rocks  fuf- 
pended  over  a  rich  meadow;  thofe  thick 
and  fhady  forefts,  which  every  now  and  then 
open  to  fliew  in  their  dark  retreats  fields 
and  flocks;  and  on  thofe  peaceful  cottages, 
a  rifing 
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rîfing  from  the  ridge  of  fandy  hills,  on  the 
fummits  of  which  the  wind  agitates  a  few 
fcattered  pines.  When  you  have  with  great 
labour  cUmbed  to  the  top  of  a  fteep  moun- 
tain, you  difcover  a  liquid  plain  embofomed 
in  a  for  eft,  the  trees  of  which  appear  re- 
fleded  under  its  glafly  furface.  You  tra- 
verfe  this  filent  and  folitary  foreft,  and  ima- 
gine yourfelf  at  a  diftance  from  the  habita- 
tions of  men  ;  but  the  fcene  fuddenly  changes, 
your  horizon  becomes  extended,  and  you 
perceive  hamlets,  gardens,  and  fields,  where 
nervous  and  robuft  arms  are  employed  in 
ruftic  labours. 

Sweden  contains  altogether  105  cities,  the 
principal  of  which  is  Stockholm.  The  Swe- 
difh  hiftorians  pretend  that,  the  origin  of 
this  capital  is  as  old  as  the  thirteenth  cen- 
tury, and  that  it  was  founded  by  Birger, 
furnamed  Jarl,  a  title  equivalent  to  that  of 
mayor  of  the  palace.  One  part  of  Stockholm 
is  in  Upland,  and  the  other  in  Sudermania; 
the  boundaries  of  thefe  two  provinces  may 
be  feen  in  one  of  the  ftreets.  Built  almoft 
entirely  upon  feven  high  iflands,  wafhed  by 
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the  Baltic  and  the  river  Mselar,  furrounded 
by  mountains,  woods,  and  gardens,  the 
views  exhibited  by  this  city  are  in  turns 
.ftriking  and  delightful.  Its  circumference, 
taken  in  its  greateft  extent,  is  two  miles. 
The  different  quarters  into  which  it  is  di- 
vided are  the  city  ;  the  Riddarholm,  or 
Knight*s  Ifland  ;  the  Heljeandfliolm,  or 
Ifland  of  the  Holy  Ghoft;  the  Blafieholm,  or 
Ifland  of  St.  Blaife;  the  Skepfliolm,  or  Ad- 
miralty Ifland  ;  the  Kongfholm,  or  King's 
Ifland;  the  Ladugordfland,  and  the  northern 
and  fouthern  fuburbs.  It  contains  feveral  pub- 
lic fquares  :  that  of  the  northern  fuburbs  is 
the  mofl;  beautiful,  and  is  receiving  addi- 
tional ornaments  every  day.  Among  the 
edifices  the  mofl:  remarkable  are  the  cafl:le, 
the  nobility's  hotel,  the  city  hotel,  the  ex- 
change, the  bank,  and  the  theatre  of  the  na- 
tional opera,  on  the  frontifpiece  of  which  is 
the  following  infcription  : — Gujlavus  IIL 
mufis  patriis.  Oppofite  to  the  nobility's  hotel 
flands  the  pedeftrian  fl:atue  of  Guftavus  L 
Wooden  houfes  formerly  very  common  here^ 
begin  now  gradually  to  difappear,  and  arc 
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l'éplaced  by  elegant  and  folid  ones,  conflrud- 
ed  of  ftone  or  brick.     There  are  reckoned 
to  be  in  Stockholm  ten  parifh  churches,  the 
archited:ure  of  which  difplays  nothing  ftrik- 
ing.     In  that  of  Riddarholm  are  the  tombs 
of  Magnus  Ladulos,  Charles  VIII.     Gufta- 
vus    Adolphus,   Charles  X.    Charles    XII. 
Ulrica  Eleonora,  Frederic,  Adolphus  Frederic 
and  Louifa  Ulrica  :  in  the  fame  church  are 
depofited  the  remains  of  Baner  and  Torflen- 
fon,  thofe  two  illuftrious  generals,  who,  after 
the  death  of  Guftavus  Adolphus,  fupported 
the  glory  of  the  Swedilh  arms.     The  church 
of  Adolphus  Frederic,  formerly  known  by 
the  name  of  St.  Olaus,  is   alfo   worthy  of 
notice.     The  body  of  Defcartes  was  depo- 
fited in  it  for  fome  time,  until  it  could  be 
tranfported  to  France  ;  and  a  monument  has 
been  lately  ereded  there,  to  perpetuate  the 
memory  of  that  philofopher.     The  device 
on  it  reprefents  a  genius  hovering  over  the 
globe  ;  with  one  hand  he  pulls  afide  the  veil 
by  which  it  is  covered,  and  in  the  other 
holds  a  flambeau  to  enlighten  it.    The  port 
of  Stockholm  is  capacious  and  fafe,  but  ac- 
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cefs  to  it  is  difficult.  One  fide  of  this  vaft 
bafon  is  ornamented  with  a  range  of  beau- 
tiful edifices,  above  which  ftands  the  caille  : 
on  the  other  arifes  an  amphitheatre  of  moun- 
tains, the  fummits  of  which  are  covered 
with  houfes  and  gardens.  From  the  tops  of 
thefe  mountains  may  be  feen  the  city  in  its 
whole  extent,  the  harbour  filled  with  vefTels, 
the  mails  and  cordage  of  which  form  a  thick 
forefl  ;  docks  that  refound  with  the  noife  of 
the  faw  and  the  hammer  ;  iflands  fcattered 
here  and  there,  fome  of  which  have  inhabi- 
tants and  are  cultivated,  while  others  are 
defart  and  wild  ;  and  a  large  park  that  forms 
an  obfcure  back-ground,  and  terminates  the 
horizon. 

Gottenburg,  the  fécond  city  of  Sweden, 
is  fituated  in  Weilrogothia,  between  the  Bal- 
tic and  the  Northern  fea»  It  was  founded  bv 
Charles  IX.  and  foon  after  deftroyed  by  the 
Danes  j  but  it  was  rebuilt  by  Guftavus 
Adolphus,  who  gave  it  privileges  well  cal- 
culated to  render  it  flourifhing.  It  is  flrongly 
fortified,  and  is  divided  into  two  parts,  the 
upper  and  lower  :  the  latter  is  interfered  by 
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canals.  The  trade  of  Gottenburg  is  very 
extenfive,  and  that  of  Norkœping  increafes 
every  day.  This  city,  which  is  the  third  of 
the  kingdom,  is  fituated  in  a  fertile  and  de- 
lightful plain  of  Oftrogothia.  It  contains 
feveral  elegant  buildings,  and  theMotala  adds 
confiderably  to  the  beauty  of  its  environs. 
Upfal,  in  the  province  of  Upland,  was  for- 
merly the  refidence  of  the  Swedifh  mo- 
narchs  :  the  primate  of  the  kingdom  has 
his  feat  there  at  prcfent.  The  cathedral  of 
this  city  is  the  largeft  church  in  Sweden  ;  the 
architeâ:ure  of  it  is  Gothic,  and  it  contains 
the  bones  of  St.  Eric,  the  tomb  of  Guftavusl. 
and  his  family,  and  feveral  other  curious 
objects.  Calmar,  in  Smoland,  gave  its  name 
to  the  union  of  the  three  northern  king- 
doms, which  was  brought  about  by  the 
genius  of  Margaret  ;  the  hall  in  which  thig 
union  was  concluded  is  ftill  to  be  feen  at 
that  place.  Fahlun,  in  Dalecarlia,  flourifhes, 
on  account  of  its  proximity  to  one  of  the 
richeft  copper-mines  in  the  country.  Carl- 
fcrona,  in  Blekingen,  is  diftinguiihed  by  the 
induftry  and  opulence  of  its  inhabitants  ; 
C  2  and 
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and  its  harbour  ferves  as  a  ftation  for  the 
greater  part  of  the  Swedifh  fleet.  Wadftena 
is  celebrated  in  the  annals  of  the  church. 
St.  Bridget  lived  there  a  long  time,  and 
founded  a  convent  :  the  relics  of  that  faint 
are  flill  preferved  in  one  of  the  churches  of 
the  city. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.     IL 

GENERAL  VIEW  OF  THE   SWEDISH  HIS- 
TORY. 

ABOUT  half  a  century  before  the 
Chriftian  sera,  Gylfe,  of  the  race  of 
Forniother,  reigned  in  Sweden  ;  at  the  fame 
period  Sigge,  afterwards  furnamed  Oden 
the  Divine,  fell  upon  the  northern  part  of 
Europe,  and  conquered  thofe  vaft  countries, 
at  the  head  of  a  fwarm  of  barbarians  whom 
he  had  collected  between  the  Tanais  and 
the  Borlflhenes.  The  conqueror  divided 
his  conquefts  among  his  fons.  Ynge  ob- 
tained Sweden,  and  became  the  founder  ot 
the  family  of  the  Ynglingar.  Ingiald  Ilrode, 
the  laft  prince  of  that  family,  reigned  in  the 
feventh  century  :  he  had  the  title  of  king  of 
Upfal,  which  was  the  place  of  his  nativity  ; 
and  being  guided  by  a  barbarous  ambition, 
he  in  turns  employed  violence  and  treachery 
to  exterminate  the  tributary  princes  called 
Fylkifkonungar.  Ivar  Widfadme,  or  the 
C  3  Conqueror, 


ti  A    GENERAL    VIEW 

Conqueror,  extended  the  boundaries  of  the 
kingdom,  and  his  family  continued  on  the 
throne  for  feveral  centuries.  Eric  Segerfel, 
or  theVidorious,  eftabiifhed  the  Jarls,  whofe 
office  was  equivalent  to  that  of  mayor  of  the 
palace.  Olof  Schoetkonung,  or  the  Infant, 
caufed  himfelf  to  be  baptized,  and  found 
means  to  introduce  Chriftianity  into  the 
kingdom  about  the  beginning  of  the  eleventh 
century.  The  crown,  before  hereditary,  be- 
came eleâive  under  the  race  of  Stenkil. 
After  the  extindtion  of  that  race,  thofe  of 
Swerker  and  Eric  the  Holy  contended  for 
the  fceptre,  and  rendered  Sweden  a  fcene  of 
bloodihed  and  flaughter.  The  Folkungar 
began  to  reign  in  1250.  Waldemar,  the  firfl 
king  of  that  race,  was  the  fon  of  Birger- 
Jarl,  who  diftinguifhed  himfelf  by  his  great 
wifdom.  Ladulos,  brother  and  fucceflbr 
of  Waldemar,  eftabiifhed  falutary  laws,  re- 
ftrained  the  pride  of  the  nobility,  and  car- 
ried with  him  to  the  grave  the  regret  of  the 
nation.  After  his  death,  the  royal  family 
diftinguiflied  themfclves  only  by  murder 
and  treachery.  Magnus,  furnamed  Smeek, 
6  or 
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or  the  Foolifli,  elected  in  131 8,  obtained  by 
inheritance  the  kingdom  of  Norway,   and 
loft  by  his  fimplicicy  lèverai  of  the  pr-vinces 
of  Sweden.     His  fon  Hokan,  or  Hnko,  be- 
come king  of  Xorway,  refiifed  the  crown 
of  Sweden  ;  but  he  afterwards  obtained  that 
of  Denmark  by  his  marriage  with  Margaret, 
daughter  cf  Walderaar.     The  Swedes,  dif- 
contented    with   Magnus   Smeek,    depofed 
him,  and  chofe  in  his  room  Albert  of  Meck- 
lenburg ;  but  this  foreign  prince  wiei'ded  the 
fceptre  with  fo  much  feverity,  that  his  iub- 
jeds,  haraiTed  by  the  yoke  of  oppreiSon, 
called  in  to  their  affiftance  Margaret,  the  wi- 
dow of  Hako.     Margaret,   who  poffefled 
both  Denmark  and  Norway,  embraced  this 
opportunity  of  gratifying  her  ambition  ;  and 
having   liftened   to   the   propofkls    of   the 
Swedes,   declared   war  againft  their  fove- 
reign,  overcame  him  in  battle,  and  dethroned 
him.     Soon   after   fhe   propofed   to  make 
only  one  flate  of  the  three  northern  king- 
doms, and  to  unite  them  under  the  fame 
fceptre.     This  union  was  concluded  at  Cal- 
mar in  1397  ;  and  the  deputies  of  the  three 
C  4  king- 
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kingdoms  flipulàted,  that  each  of  them 
fhould  be  governed  according  to  its  own 
laws.  Margaret  refpeâ:ed  this  article,  which 
was  intended  to  prevent  any  attempts  that 
might  be  made  by  arbitrary  power,  as  long 
as  the  edifice  fhe  had  reared  was  in  a  tot- 
tering condition;  but  having  once  eftablilhed 
it  upon  a  folid  foundation,  fhe  was  not  fo 
fcrupulous.  in  adhering  to  her  engagements. 
She  however  had  the  art  to  conceal  her 
aâs  of -violence  under  the  veil  of  juftice. 
Eric  XÏII.  whom  fhe  chofe  for  her  iuccef- 
for,  openly  purfued  a  fyflem  of  oppreffion; 
he  treated  Sweden  like  a  conquered  country, 
and  entrufled  the  adminiftration  of  the  king- 
dom to  Danes,  who  committed  the  moft 
horrid  barbarities.  Incenfed  at  this  treat- 
ment, theDalecarlians  revolted:  Engelbrecht, 
who  was  born  amongfl  them,  and  well 
known  by  his  eminent  qualities,  put  himfelf 
at  their  head,  attacked  the  tyrant's  guards, 
and  avenged  the  nation.  Eric  now  promifed 
to  govern  according  to  the  Swedilh  laws  ; 
but  as  there  is  no  depending  on  the  word  of 
a  perfidious  defpot,  Engelbrecht  was  alTafTi^ 

nated 


OFSWEDEN.  25 

nated  by  a  rival  jealous  of  his  influence,  and 
oppreffion  once  more  refumed  its  courfe. 
The   Dalecarlians  again  revolted,  and   en- 
gaged the  inhabitants  of  the  other  provinces 
to  join   them.     The   tyrant  therefore   ap- 
peared in  Sweden  at  the  head  of  his  troops  ; 
but  Heaven  declared  itfelf  for  the  good  caufe, 
and  Eric  was  obliged  to  feek  fhelter  in  Den- 
mark.   The  Danes,  equally  opprefled  by  his 
tyranny,  did  not  iong  afford  him  an  afylum; 
he   was   banifhed   from   that  country,    and 
Chriftopher  of  Bavaria  afcended  the  throne. 
On  the  death  of  this  prince,  which  happened 
in  1448,  the  Swedes  and  Norwegians  gave 
the  fceptre  to  Charles  Knutfon,  of  an  ancient 
and  illuftrious  family,  and  allied  to  that  of 
the  old  Swedifh  kings  :   but  the  Danes  de- 
creed  it  to   Chriftian  I.    of  the   family  of 
Oldenburg.     The  archbifhop  of  Upfal,  a 
powerful  and  ambitious  prelate,  by  forming 
intrigues  againft  Charles,  put  Sweden  into 
the  hands  of  Chriftian,  who,  not  being  able 
to  govern  a  people  proud  of  their  privileges, 
was  foon  ftripped  of  his  authority.     By  this 
revolution  Charles  again  obtained  the  dia* 
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dem  ;  but  being  dethroned  a  fécond  time,  he 
was  re-eftablifhed  in  1461,  and  reigned  in 
peace  till  his  death,  which  happened  in 
1470. 

Steen  Sture  the  elder,  nephew  to  Charles, 
now  aflumed  the  reins  of  government  under 
the  title  of  regent  :  he  indeed  deferved  that 
of  king  J  but  he  would  have  perhaps  fhewn 
himfelf  lefs    worthy,  had  he    enjoyed    it. 
Chriftian,  who  pretended  that  the  union  of 
Calmar  ftill  fubfifted,   though  the  Swedes 
afTerted  the  contrary,  treated  Sture  as  a  rebel, 
and  made  repeated  efforts  to  fubdue  Sweden: 
but  the  regent  found  means  to  fupport  his 
authority;  and  his  firmnefs,wifdom,  and  zeal 
for  the  public  good,  were  the  bulwarks  of 
his  power.    Swante  Sture,  a  nephew  worthy 
of  fuch  an  uncle,  mounted  the  throne  after 
him  :   this  prince  rendered  the  nation  happy, 
and  defigned  for  his  fucceflbr  his  favourite 
fon,  Steen  Sture  the  younger. 

Chriftian  II.  or  Chrifliern  the  Nero  of  the 
North,  having  mounted  the  throne  of  Den- 
mark, renewed  the  pretenfions  of  his  pre- 
dccelTors  j  but  he  met  only  with  a  refufal. 

Offended 
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Offended  by  this  obftmate  refiftance,  he 
marched  an  army  into  Sweden,  and  gave  his 
rival  battle.  The  regent  perifhed  in  the 
field,  and  the  tyrant  was  victorious.  Chrif- 
tiern  therefore,  feconded  by  Guftavus  Trolle, 
archbifhop  of  Upfal,  accompUrhed  his  end, 
and  was  crowned  king  in  1519.  He  foon 
fignalized  his  power  by  horrid  cruelties, 
which  incenfed  the  whole  nation  againft 
him  ;  and  the  maffacre  w^hich  he  caufed  to 
be  made  at  Stockholm,  of  the  moft  illuftrious 
perfonagcs  in  the  kingdom,  filled  the  minds 
of  the  Swedes  with  rage  and  indignation. 

Guftavus  Erifcon  Vafa,  a  fugitive  in  his 
own  country,  formed  a  defign  of  delivering 
it,  and  for  this  purpofe  repaired  to  Dalecar- 
lia.  Theinhabitaats  of  that  province  being 
diftinguifhed  for  their  courage  and  patriot- 
ifm,  could  not  endure  the  yoke  of  oppref- 
fion.  .  Guftavus  therefore  traced  out  a  pic- 
ture of  the  misfortunes  of  Sweden,  with  all 
that  eloquence  which  he  inherited  from  na- 
ture. Combatants,  guided  by  valour,  foon 
flocked  to  his  ftandard  ;  and  having  led  them 
againft  the  oppreflbrs  of  his  country,  he 
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made  himfelfmafter  of  Stockholm, triumphed 
over  the  Danes,  and  expelled  them  from 
every  part  of  the  kingdom.     For  this  fer- 
vice    the  ftates    appointed   him   regent  in 
152 1,  and  king  in  1523.     The  union  of 
Calmar  was  diflblved  for  ever,  and  Sweden 
recovered  its  independence.     The  new  mo- 
narch preferved  the  fenate  and  the  four  or- 
ders, whom  he  alTembled  on  important  oc- 
cafions.     He  diftinguifhed  his  reign  by  an 
ardent  and  enlightened  zeal  for  the  profpe- 
rity  of  the  ftate.    Agriculture  and  commerce 
began  to  fiourifh,  a  navy  was  formed,  and 
public  fchools  were  opened  in  the  different 
provinces  ;  while  the  introduction  of  Luthe- 
ranifm  reprefled  the  power  of  the  clergy, 
and  increafed  the  influence  of  the  crown. 
Intereft  and  ambition,  unable  to  gratify  their 
private  views  on  account  of  the  firmnefs 
and  vigilance  of  the  king,  excited  new  re- 
volts; but  Guftavus  quelled  them,  and  caufed 
the  fceptre  to  be  declared  hereditary  in  his 
family  in  1544.     He  died  in  156c,  and  left 
behind  him  the  reputation  of  a  great  man. 
Guftavus  was  fucceeded  by  his  youngefl 
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fon,  Eric  XIV.  who  did  not  polTefs  the  fame 
qualities  as  his  father.     This  monarch  be- 
came a  prey  to  a  brutal  kind  of  melancholy, 
which   occafioned  his    ruin.     His    brother 
John   eafily  fupplanted  a  prince  who  had 
embrued  his  hands  in  the  blood  of  his  fub- 
jeds,  and  who  was  confidered  as  the  fcourge 
of  the  kingdom.  Eric  therefore  was  depofed, 
and  being  thrown  into  prifon,  was  there 
poifoned  by  the  order  of  John.     Such  are 
the  dreadful  excefles  to  which  princes  may 
be  hurried  by  politics  and  ambition.     John 
had  married  Catherine  Jagellon,  whom  he 
loved  and  confulted.  This  princefs  had  great 
influence  in  the  council  ;  and  being  a  zealous 
fupporter  of  the   Catholic   religion,  which 
file  profeffed,  {he  prevailed  upon  her  huf- 
band  to  render  Sweden  once  more  depen- 
dent on  the  holy  fee.     Lutheranifm  how- 
ever had  taken   too    deep   root;    and   the 
efforts  which  the  king  made  to  deftroy  it, 
tended  only  to  eftablifh  it  the  more.     John 
died  in  1572,  very  little  regretted,  becaufe 
he  was  unworthy  of  the  efteem  of  his  fub- 
jeds.     His  fon  Sigifmund,  already  king  of 
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Poland,  ought  to  have  fucceeded  him  ;  but 
he  confulted  the  Polifh  monks  too  much, 
and  followed  their  advice  too  fcrupuloufly  : 
the  Swedes  dreaded  the  civil  and  religious 
yoke,  which  Poland  was  about  to  impofe 
on  them,  and  began  to  manifeft  their  fear. 
Charles  duke  of  Sudermania,  the  youngell 
of  Guftavus's  fons,  taking  advantage  of  the 
difpofition  in  which  the  people  then  were, 
caufed  himfelf  to  be  eleded  regent  of  the 
kingdom.  Sigifmund  undertook  to  con- 
quer Sweden  ;  but  the  duke  defeated  his 
army,  and  afterwards  mounted  the  throne. 
The  reign  of  this  prince  was  fevere  and 
often  cruel.  Charles  was  harfh,  fanguinary 
and  violent  :  he  died  during  a  paroxyfm  of 
paffion. 

We  however  overlook  the  vices  of 
Charles  IX.  v^hen  we  refled  that  he  gave 
Guflavus  Adolphus  to  Sweden,  to  Europe, 
and  to  pofterity.  Great  men  arife  in  all 
countries,  and  at  all  times,  Guftavus  II. 
was  as  great  in  peace  as  in  war  :  he  fucceed- 
ed his  ftither  in  1 6 1 1 ,  and  (hewed  himfelf 
a  model  for  heroes  and  kings.  At  this  pe- 
riod 
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rîod  Sweden  was  engaged  in  war  with  Den- 
mark, RuiTia  and  Poland.  A  peace  was 
concluded  with  the  two  iirfl  of  thefe  pow- 
ers, and  a  truce  with  the  latter;  but  imme- 
diately after,  glory  and  religion  condu<5ted 
Guftavus  Adolphus  to  Germany.  His  army, 
though  not  numerous,  was  brave,  inured  to 
war,  well  difciplined,  and  full  of  confidence 
in  their  chief.  Tilly  lofl  his  laurels  at  the 
battle  of  Leipfic,  which  Guftavus  gained 
in  1 63 1  ;  and  Wallenllein  v/as  defeated  at 
Lutzem  the  year  following:  but  the  king 
periftied  in  this  bloody  conteft  by  the  hand 
of  a  traitor.  The  proteftants  in  Germany 
fhed  tears  for  their  proteûor,  while  the  îV 
Deum  was  chanted  at  Rome. 

Chriftina,  the  daughter  of  Guftavus  and 
Mary  Eleonora  of  Brandenburg,  was  very 
young  at  the  time  of  her  father's  death. 
Oxenftierna,  who  then  directed  the  affairs  of 
Germany,  was  employed  in  negotiation, 
while  Weymar,  Baner,  Horn,  Torftenfon, 
and  Wrangel  were  gaining  vi(ftories.  The 
peace  of  Br^emfebro  was  concluded  in  1 645  ; 
that  of  Weftphalia  in  1648  ;  and  both  thefe 
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added  to  the  glory,  the  territories,  and  the 
poHtical  influence  of  Sweden. 

When  Chriftina  came  of  age,  fhe  fhewed 
herfelf  wortliy  of  the  throne  which  fke  oc- 
cupied, as  long  as  the  wife  Oxenftierna  was 
her  miniftcr  and  confidant;  but  when  fhe 
negleded  the  counfel  of  that  refpedable 
veteran,  fhe  no  longer  met  with  the  efleem 
and  affediion  of  her  fubjeds.  The  rewards 
due  to  merit  were  lavifhed  upon  favourites, 
and  the  public  treafury  was  exhaufted  by 
repeated  largefles.  Univerfal  murmurs  were 
on  this  account  excited  ;  and  Chriflina,  fa- 
tigued with  the  cares  of  government,  formed 
a  refolution  of  abdicating  the  throne.  The 
pleafure  of  living  under  a  mild  and  favour- 
able fky,  in  the  bofom  of  the  arts,  and  fur- 
rcunded  by  men  of  letters,  appeared  to  her 
preferable  to  the  glory  of  rendering  a  brave 
and  illuftrious  nation  happy.  This  princefs, 
whofe  character  difplays  more  fingularity 
than  greatnefs,  and  whom  poflerity  often 
mention,  but  without  refped):,  quitted  her 
throne,  her   country,  and  her  religion,  in 

1654. 

Charles 


OF    SWEDEN.  33 

Charles  Guftavus,  or  Charles  X.  fon  of 
John  Cafimir,  of  the  Palatine  family  of 
Deux  Ponts,  and  of  Catherine,  daughter  of 
Charles  IX.  was  appointed  by  Chriftina  to 
fucceed  her,  and  the  ftates  confirmed  this 
choice.  The  reign  of  that  monarch  was 
fhort,  but  glorious.  Cafimir,  king  of  Po- 
land, having  difputed  his  right  to  the  crown 
of  Sweden,  Charles  marched  an  army  again  ft 
him,  fought  a  battle  near  Warfaw,  which 
continued  three  days,  and  faw  the  haughty 
Polanders  tremble  before  him.  The  king 
of  Denmark  in  the  mean  time  having  de- 
clared war  againft  Sweden,  the  conqueror 
was  obliged  to  evacuate  Poland  and  to  op- 
pofe  a  new  enemy.  He  led  his  fmall  army 
acrofs  the  Leffer  Belt  on  the  ice,  took  pof- 
feffion  of  the  greater  part  of  Denmark,  and 
in  1658  obtained  the  peace  of  Rofchild,  by 
which  feveral  provinces  were  ceded  to  Swe- 
den. Alarmed  at  fuch  fignal  fuccefs,  all  the 
northern  powers  took  up  arms  againft  this 
kingdom,  and  the  emperor,  Ruffia,  and  the 
elector  of  Brandenburg  joined  its  enemies. 
Charles  however  laid  fiege  to  Copenhagen  ; 
D  but 
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but  being  repulfed,  death  foon  after  put  an 
end  to  his  career.  He  died  fuddenly  in 
1660  at  Gottenburg,  where  he  wifhed  to 
affemble  the  ftates. 

His  fon  Charles  XI.  being  only  five  years 
of  age,  it  was  found  neceffary  to  choofe  a 
council  of  regency  :  that  which  Charles 
Guftavus  had  eftablifhed  by  his  will,  was 
not  confirmed  by  the  ftates,  who  appointed 
Edwig  Eleonora,  and  the  five  great  officers 
of  the  crown.  The  peace  of  Oliva,  con- 
cluded in  1660,  immediately  after  the  death 
of  Charles  X.  reftored  tranquillity  to  the 
north.  In  1668,  Sweden  adhered  to  the 
alliance  formed  by  England  and  Holland  to 
oppofe  the  ambitious  projeds  of  Louis  XIV, 
Charles  XI.  when  he  aflumed  the  reins  of 
government  by  himfelf,  liftened  to  the  par- 
tifans  of  France,  entered  into  the  views  of 
that  court,  and  fent  an  army  into  Germany 
in  the  year  1674.  The  grand  eledor  beat 
the  Swedes  at  Fehrbellin,  and  the  Danes 
made  an  irruption  into  Scandinavia,  but 
were  repulfed.  In  1679,  Charles  concluded 
a  peace,  and  at  the  fame  time  refolved  ta 
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renounce  the  clofe  alliance  which  had  fub- 
fifted  between  France  and  Sweden,  almofl: 
without  interruption  from  the  time  of  Guf- 
tavus  Adolphus.  Under  this  prince  the  con- 
ftitution  experienced  a  revolution  very  fatal 
to  liberty.     Charles  caufed  himfelf  to  be  de- 
clared  fovereign,  without    any  reftriâiion. 
Pofterity  ought  to  pardon  him  for  this  ufur- 
pation,  on  account  of  the  attention  which 
he  paid,  during  his  whole  reign,  to  the  in- 
ternal adminiftration  of  the  kingdom.     In 
every  thing  he  did,  he  confulted  the  pro- 
fperity  of  the  ftate.     We  cannot  blame  his 
condu(fl,  but  in  reducing  the  riches  of  the 
crown,   which  were  in  the  hands   of  the 
nobility.  This  enterprife  w^as  executed  with 
a  feverity  that  approached  fometimes  to  in- 
juflice.     Charles  was  mediator  at  the  peace 
of  Ryfvvick  in  1697,  in  which  year  he  died. 
Charles  XII.  fon  of  Charles  XI.  and  Ulrica 
Eleonora  of  Denmark,  was  declared  major 
by  the  ftates,  and  aflumed  the  reins  of  go- 
vernment.   The  duke  of  Holftein,  who  had 
married  his  eldeft  fifter  Ed  wig  Sophia,  be- 
ing attacked  by  Denmark,  Charles  marched 
D  2  to 
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to  his  afliftance,  ftruck  a  terror  into  the 
Danes,  and  concluded,  in  1700,  the  peace 
of  Travendal.  More  formidable  enemies, 
Aiiguflus  II.  and  Peter  I.  czar  of  Ruffia, 
threatened  Sweden.  Charles  therefore  en- 
tered Livonia,  and  with  eight  thoufand 
Swedes  attacked  and  defeated  eighty  thou- 
fand Ruffians  near  Narva,  on  the  20th  of 
November,  1700.  FromLivoniahe  haftened 
to  Poland,  where  he  gained  feveral  vidtories, 
dethroned  Auguftus,  and  caufed  Staniflaus 
Letziniki  to  be  eledcd  in  his  ftead.  Soon 
after  he  marched  into  Saxony,  made  the 
dethroned  king  fign  the  peace  of  Altranftad, 
and  obtained  for  the  proteftants  of  Silefia, 
the  free  exercife  of  their  religion.  The 
Swedifh  hero  repaired  next  to  Poland,  with 
a  defign  of  depriving  Peter  I.  of  his  crown; 
but  the  fortune  of  Charles  began  to  change. 
Levenhaupt,  who  ought  to  have  joined  him, 
being  annoyed  by  the  Ruffians,  arrived  with 
a  body  of  only  feven  thoufand  men  ;  and 
Mazeppa,  chief  of  the  CofTacks,  was  not  able 
to  furnifh  that  affiftance  which  was  expeâ:- 
ed  from  him.  Charles  however,  full  of  his 
7  intended 
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intended  projeâ:,  continued  his  march,  and 
on  the  27th  of  June,  1709,  fought  the  bat- 
tle of  Pultawa.  Repulfed  and  wounded,  he 
pafled  the  Dnieper,  and  fought  for  an  afy- 
lum  in  the  territories  of  the  Turks.  His 
enemies  foon  took  advantage  of  his  misfor- 
tunes. Auguftus  recovered  Poland  ;  Peter 
feized  upon  Livonia,  Eftonia,  Ingria,  and  a 
part  of  Finland  ;  and  the  king  of  Denmark, 
Frederic  IV.  landed  an  army  in  Scandina- 
via. To  refift  fo  many  enemies  was  diffi- 
cult. The  Swedes,  however,  made  efforts, 
and  the  danger  in  which  they  beheld  their 
country  infpired  them  with  courage.  Count 
de  Stenback,  having  in  hafte  colIe(îied  a  body 
of  peafants,  oppofed  them  to  the  Danes,  who 
were  beat  at  Helfmburg  in  1710.  Charles 
in  the  mean  time  was  carrying  on  an  un- 
fuccefsful  négociation  at  the  Porte.  Being 
folicited  to  quit  the  Turkifh  dominions,  he 
obftinatelyrefufed;  maintained  a  fiege  againfl: 
an  army  fent  to  attack  him  ;  was  taken  pri- 
foner,  and  conduâied  by  force  to  Demotica, 
At  length,  finding  that  it  was  impollible  for 
him  to  accomplifh  his  end,  he  fet  out  with 
D  3  on« 
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one  of  his  generals,  and  arrived  at  the  gates 
of  Stralfund,  fo  harafled  by  fatigue,  that 
his  fubjeds  did  not  know  him. 

Two  other  powers,  England  and  Pruffia, 
having  declared  againft  Sweden,  George  I. 
and  Frederic  William  I.  united  themfelves 
with  the  enemies  of  Charles.  This  monarch, 
however,  always  firm  and  undaunted,  fhut 
himfelf  up  in  the  city  of  Stralfund,  which  he 
defended  for  fome  time.  Being  at  length 
forced  to  abandon  it,  he  went  on  board  a 
fmall  bark,  and  fet  out  for  Sweden  ;  but,  in- 
{lead  of  going  to  Stockholm,  he  undertook 
an  expedition  to  Norway,  and  afterwards 
returned  tp  Scandinavia.  A  fécond  expe- 
dition into  Norway  became  fatal  to  him  ; 
he  laid  fiege  to  Frederickfhall,  and  going  to 
reconnoitre  one  of  the  trenches,  was  killed 
by  a  mufket  bullet  on  the  30th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1 7 1 8.  Such  was  the  end  of  this  extra- 
ordinary man,  whofe  fame  has  been  celebrat- 
ed throughout  all  the  world.  His  valour 
was  more  than  human  ;  he  was  fober,  tem- 
perate, and  chafte  ;  what  he  promifed  he 
always  performed  ;  and  injuftice  never  found 

any 
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any  favour  before  him  :  but  owing  to  his 
obftinacy  and  want  of  prudence,  his  exploits 
were  beneficial  to  his  enemies,  and  fatal  to 
Sweden,  When  the  ftates  aflembled,  they 
decreed  the  crown  to  Ulrica  Eleonora,  his 
youngeft  fifter,  on  condition  that  fhe  re- 
nounced fovereignty.  The  duke  of  Hol- 
ftein,  a  young  prince  endowed  with  many 
engaging  qualities,  and  who  married  Charles' 
eldeft  fifter,  had  a  legal  right  to  the  throne, 
and  found  many  partifans  ;  but  the  efforts 
which  they  made  in  his  favour  were  not 
attended  with  fuccefs.  Baron  Goertz,  who 
was  known  to  be  attached  to  him,  and  who 
was  dreaded  on  account  of  his  adive  and 
enterprifmg  genius,  was  arrefted,  and  con- 
demned to  lofe  his  head.  The  Swedes,  in- 
ftead  of  continuing  the  négociations  which 
that  minifter  had  begun  with  Ruffia,  broke 
them  off,  and  chofe  rather  to  addrefs  them- 
felves  to  England,  Pruffia,  and  Denmark, 
Peace  was  concluded  with  thefe  three  pow- 
ers, but  on  very  difadvantageous  terms.  Swe- 
den loft  Bremen,  Werden,  part  of  Pomerania, 
and  a  right  to  the  duties  of  the  Sound  ;  and, 
D4  by 
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by  way  of  indemnification,  received  fome 
millions  of  crowns.  In  the  mean  time  the 
diet  having  affembled  at  Stockholm,  on  the 
24th  of  January,  1720,  Ulrica  Eleonora 
propofed  to  abdicate  the  throne,  and  refign 
it  to  Frederic  of  Hefle  Caflel,  her  hufband, 
who  indeed  became  king,  by  renouncing 
fome  more  of  the  royal  prerogatives.  Ruffia, 
always  implacable,  was  ftill  laying  wafte  the 
coafts  of  the  kingdomj  it  was  therefore  found 
neceffary  '  o  think  ferioufly  of  bringing  about 
a  peace  with  that  formidable  enemy;  and 
this  was  at  laft  accomphfhed,  in  1 7  2  i ,  on 
ceding  Livonia,  Eftonia,  Ingria,  part  of  Ca- 
relia  and  Finland.  The  foundations  of  Pe- 
terfburgh  were  already  laid  ;  and  Peter  was 
now  enabled,  without  interruption,  to  com- 
plete the  vaft  edifice  of  that  power,  which 
was  the  grand  object  of  his  wilhes  and  la- 
bours. 

Delivered  from  their  enemies,  the  Swedes 
applied  their  thoughts  to  the  internal  admi- 
niftration  of  their  country,  and  by  the  arts 
of  peace  endeavoured  to  repair  thofe  misfor- 
tunes which  had  been  brought  upon  them 

by 
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hy  war.  Agriculture  was  encouraged,  in- 
duflry  obtained  rewards,  and  commerce  af- 
fumed  a  new  vigour  ;  but  the  fame  fcourge 
which  had  been  fo  fatal  to  this  nation,  again 
fell  upon  it.  The  alliance  entered  into  with 
France  in  1738,  inveterate  national  hatred, 
and  feveral  other  caufes  of  difcontent,  pro- 
duced a  frefh  rupture  with  Ruffia.  War 
was  refolved  upon  in  the  diet  of  1 741 ,  and  an 
army  was  fent  into  Finland  :  but  Charles  XII. 
and  his  generals  were  no  more.  The  Ruf- 
fians whom  they  had  to  combat  were  not 
the  fame  as  thofe  whom  they  had  fo  eafily 
conquered  at  Narva  :  befides,  the  flate  was 
divided  by  domeftic  broils,  which  retarded 
the  operations  of  the  war.  The  command 
of  the  army  was  given  to  Count  Charles 
Emilius  de  Levenhaupt  ;  but  before  he 
could  afllime  it.  General  Wrangel  had  loft 
the  battle  of  Wilmanftrad.  A  fudden  revo- 
lution having  raifed  Elizabeth  to  the  throne 
of  Ruffia,  the  Swedes  declared  in  favour  of 
that  princefs,  and  engaged  to  fupport  her  in 
retaining  the  fceptre.  The  emprefs  teftified 
her  gratitude  for  this  kind  nefs  by  confent- 

ing 
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ing  to  a  truce  ;  but  hoftilities  were  again  foon 
renewed,  and  the  Swedifh  army  was  forced 
to  capitulate.  The  Hates  upon  this  aflem- 
bled  :  Levenhaupt  and  Buddenbroek,  ac- 
cufed  of  having  caufed  the  bad  fuccefs  of 
the  war,  were  condemned  to  death,  and 
publicly  beheaded.  Adolphus  Frederic,  of 
the  family  of  Holftein  Gottorp,  and  defcend- 
ed  by  the  female  line  from  the  family  of 
Vafa,  was  declared  fucceflbr  to  the  throne. 
This  choice,  approved  by  Ruflia,  tended 
very  much  to  bring  about  a  peace,  which 
was  concluded  at  Obo  in  1 743.  Sweden 
ceded  part  of  Finland,  and  Ruflia  engaged 
to  fupport  the  prefumptive  heir  to  the  crown, 
in  oppofition  to  Denmark,  which  had  formed 
a  defign  of  renewing  the  union  of  Calmar. 
The  Dalecarlians,  attached  to  the  prince  of 
Denmark,  did  not  fuffer  themfelves  to  be 
checked  by  the  influence  of  Ruflia;  they 
marched  to  Stockholm,  and  committed  fe- 
veral  excefles  in  the  capital,  but  were  at 
length  repelled  by  force. 

The  end  of  Frederic's  reign  was  diftin- 
guifhed  by  feveral  eftablifliments,  well  cal- 
culated 
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culated    to   make   the  arts  flourifli.     This 
prince  died  in  1 75 1 ,  after  having  long  lan- 
guifhed  in  a  difmal  ftate  of  imbecility,  aris- 
ing from  a  general  weaknefs  of  the  organs. 
He  difplayed  confiderable  talents,  efpecially 
for  political  intrigue.     His  fuccelîor,  Adol- 
phus   Frederic,    mounted  the  throne  with 
Louifa  Ulrica  of  Pruflia.     At  his  corona- 
tion the  diet  foretold  thofe  troubles  which 
broke  out  at  that  of  1756.     The  court  hav- 
ing many  partifans,  undertook  to  revenge 
the  attempts  made  to  le  (Ten  its  power  ;  the 
project  was  difcovered,  and  thofe  who  con* 
duded  it  lofl  their  lives  for  the  zeal  which 
they  had  fhewn  towards  the  king.    Scarcely 
was  this  ftorm  allayed  when  there  arofe  an- 
other. By  a  fmgular  revolution  in  the  poli- 
tical fyftem,  the  flames  of  a  general  war  had 
been  juft  kindled  in  Europe  ;  and  France, 
Auftria,  and  RuflTia  appeared  ranged  on  the 
one  fide,  and  Pruflia  and  England  on  the 
other.     France  propofed  to  Sv/eden  to  take 
a  {have  in  this  war  ;  and  the  party  of  the  hats, 
as  powerful  in  the  fenate  as  the  diet,  made 
no  difficulty  of  agreeing.     Sweden  declared 
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by  her  minifter  at  Ratifbon,  that  havhig 
guaranteed  the  peace  of  Weftphalia,  fhe 
found  herfelf  obliged  to  march  a  body  of 
troops  into  Germany,  for  the  purpofe  of  re- 
ftoring  public  tranquillity.  The  Swedifh 
army  crofled  the  fea,  and  joined  thofe  nu- 
merous enemies  who  wilhed  to  crufh  the 
great  Frederic.  Such  was  the  courfe  of 
events,  that,  in  1762,  the  Pruffian  monarch 
might  have  profited  by  thofe  advantages 
which  he  knew  how  to  procure,  in  order 
to  fall  upon  the  Swedes  with  a  part  of  his 
forces.  The  latter  were  fenfible  of  the  ne- 
ceflity  of  a  peace,  and  fought  for  it  ;  the 
queen  proteded  the  interefts  of  the  king- 
dom, and  the  treaty  was  figned  at  Ham- 
burgh on  the  22d  of  May,  1762. 

Domeftic  diflenfions  began  however  to 
be  again  revived  :  the  hats  and  caps  proceed- 
ed to  great  violence,  and  a  fatal  incohe- 
rence was  introduced  into  the  adminiftration. 
Thefe  political  convulfions  obliged  the  king 
to  refign  his  authority,  which  he  did  on  the 
1 6th  of  December,  1 768.  The  interregnum 
continued  till  the  21ft  of  the  fame  month, 

when 
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when  Adolphus  Frederic  refumed  the  reins 
of  government,  after  having  obtained,  that 
a  diet  extraordinary  ihould  be  convoked 
without  delay.  A  happy  change  was  ex- 
peâ:ed,  but  every  attempt  was  fruitlefs  ;  the 
troubles  continued,  and  the  king  died  fud- 
denly  on  the  12th  of  February,  177 1.  A 
ftrong  attachment  to  virtue,  upright  and 
pure  intentions,  a  goodnefs  of  heart  dis- 
played in  a  countenance  always  pleafant, 
formed  the  principal  features  in  the  charac- 
ter of  this  prince.  He  was  averfe  to  thofe 
fudden  and  decifive  ftrokes,  which  are  too 
often  attended  with  unhappy  confequences  : 
the  fupporters  of  fadion  knew  this  well, 
and  confequently  turned  it  to  their  advan- 
tage. His  court  was  the  afylum  of  all  thofe 
domeftic  virtues  upon  which  the  happinefs 
of  families  depends,  but  which  the  great 
feldom  have  the  pleafure  of  being  acquaint- 
ed with.  Magnificence  there  had  not  that 
fplendour  which  offends  and  difgufts,  and 
purity  of  manners  was  refpedted.  The  chil- 
dren of  Adolphus  Frederic  and  Louifa  Ul- 
rica,  were  Guftavus  IIL  Charles  duke  of 

Suder- 
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Sudermania,  Frederic  Adolphus  duke  of 
Oftrogothia,  and  Sophia  Albertina  abbefs  of 
Queidlinburg. 

Guftavus  III.  was  at  Paris  when  his  fa- 
ther died;  but  having  immediately  returned 
to  StockhoLm,  where  the  ftates  were  aflem- 
bled,  anarchy  ceafed  on  the  1 9th  of  Auguft, 
1772,  by  a  revolution  which  enlarged  the 
power  of  the  fovereign.     Denmark  appear- 
ing  to    have    hoftile    intentions,    the    king 
marched  a  body  of  Swedifh  troops  towards 
the  frontiers  of  Norway.     Matters  however 
did  not  proceed  to  an  open  rupture,  and  peace 
was  preferved;  but  it  has  lately  given  place 
to  all  the  horrors  of  war.     In  1 768,  Gufta- 
vus  III.  married  Sophia  Magdalena,  princefs 
of  Denmark.   Guftavus  Adolphus,  their  fon, 
is  prefumptive  heir  to  the  crown. 

Louifa  Ulrica,  who  will  be  mentioned 
with  efteem  by  pofterity,  died  in  1 782.  This 
princefs  had  one  of  thofe  ardent  and  lively 
fouls  which  are  fufceptible  of  glory,  which 
by  their  adivity  fhun  repofe,  and  which  re- 
femble  the  devouring  flames,that  everything 
nourifhes,  and  which  nothing  can  extinguifli. 

She 
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She  therefore  took  a  part  in  thofe  troubles 
by  which  the  reign  of  her  hufband  was 
agitated  ;  and  her  efforts  would  have  been 
oftener  crowned  with  fuccefs,  had  not  the 
franknefs  and  noble  pride  of  her  charadter, 
kept  her  at  too  great  a  diftance  from  that 
policy  which  finds  fecurity  in  continual 
miflruft,  and  advantage  in  thofe  different 
forms  which  it  knows  how  to  affume. 
Louifa  Ulrica  was  a  warm  prored:or  of  the 
arts  and  fciences,  and  ihe  contributed  greatly 
to  their  progrefs,  by  honouring  and  efleem- 
ing  thofe  who  cultivated  them. 
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CHAP.     III. 

NAME,  ARMS,   KINg's  TITLES,   CORONA- 
TION, COURT,  ROYAL  FAMILY, 
RESIDENCE,  SEATS. 

THE  Swedes  call  their  country  Swe- 
rige,  or  Swea-riket,  of  which  Swe- 
rige  is  a  Danilh  abbreviation,  introduced 
during  the  union  of  Calmar.  Before  the 
arrival  of  Oden,  the  country  was  called  Jo- 
thaland,  and  the  inhabitants  Jothar,  which 
have  given  rife  to  the  names  of  Gothland 
and  Goths.  Sweden  formerly  had  feveral 
other  names,  which  have  furnifhed  a  vaft 
field  for  the  conjedures  of  the  learned.  Such 
are  thofe  of  Mannahem,  Skythiod,  Thuloe, 
Attland,  Scandia,  Scandinavia,  Baltia,  Getia. 
Mannahem  is  an  expreffive  denomination 
which  fignifies  the  habit atmi  of  men. 

The  arms  of  Sweden  are  a  fliield  divided 
into  four  compartments,  and  having  a  fmall 
iliield  over  it.     The  firfl  and  fécond  com- 
partments 
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partments  contain  three  rivers,  which  a  Hon 
with  a  golden  crown  is  endeavouring  to 
pafs;  the  other  two  compartments  contain 
two  gold  crowns,  which  belong  properly  to 
Sweden  :  the  lion  belongs  to  the  kingdom 
of  Gothland.  Thefe  three  crowns  have  af- 
forded much  exercife  to  the  ingenuity  of 
the  Swedifh  antiquaries,  who  have  collect- 
ed a  great  number  of  authorities  to  prove, 
that  they  were  peculiar  to  Sweden.  But 
the  Danes  are  of  a  contrary  opinion: 
according  to  them,  they  belong  equally 
to  Denmark.  To  decide  this  queftion,  re- 
courfe  was  even  had  to  arms  ;  but  neither 
hiftorical  argum.ents  nor  the  fword  being 
fufficient  to  refolve  the  problem,  it  was 
agreed  that  Denmark  fhould  have  the  right 
of  bearing  three  crowns  in  its  fhield,  on 
condition,  however,  that  it  fhould  not  thence 
form  any  pretenfions  to  the  prejudice  of 
Sweden. 

The  king's  titles  are,  Guftavus  III.  by 

the  grace  of  God  king  of  Sweden,  the  Goths 

and  the  Vandals  ;  grand  duke  of  Finland  ; 

hereditary  lord  of  Norway  ;   duke  of  Slef- 
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wick,  Holftein,  Stormarn,  and  Ditmarfen  ; 
earl  of  Oldenburgh  and  Delmenhorft.  When 
Chriftian  IV.  carried  the  flames  of  war  into 
Sweden,  he  alledged,  among  other  reafons, 
for  his  condud,  that  Charles  IX.  had  aflumed 
the  title  of  king  of  Lapland.  It  is  pretend- 
ed, that  the  court  of  Denmark,  among  the 
caufes  of  its  complaint  againft  Charles  XÏI. 
mentioned  the,  title  of  king  of  Scandinavia, 
Rex  Scafidinavif^e^  which  had  been  given,  by 
a  certain  poet,  to  that  prince.  If  this  anec- 
dote be  true,  it  may  ferve  as  a  leflfon  to 
poets,  and  teach  them  to  be  fparing  of  that 
incenfe  which  they  lavifh  upon  the  great 
ones  of  the  earth. 

In  the  early  periods  of  the  SwediHi  mo- 
narchy, the  kings  of  Sweden  were  never 
crowned.  The  prince  deftined  to  reign  over 
the  nation  placed  himfelf  at  the  foot  of  his 
predeceflbr's  throne,  gave  fome  proofs  of 
his  ftrength  or  valour,  and  drank  from  a 
horn  or  fkull.  After  this  ceremony  he  af- 
cended  the  throne,  and  received  the  homage 
of  thofe  around  him.  The  cuftom  of  crown- 
ing its  kings  was  introduced  in  Sweden  by 

the 
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the  Roman  pontiffs.  This  ceremony  was 
calculated  to  ftrengthen  their  power  ;  for  as 
the  prince  received  the  crown  from  the 
hands  of  the  bifhop,  he  feemed  to  acknow- 
ledge that  he  held  it  from  the  church.  Eric 
Knutfon,  who  began  his  reign  in  12 10,  was 
the  firft  king  who  alTumed  the  crown  in  this 
manner.  Upfal  long  enjoyed  the  privilege 
of  being  the  only  city  in  which  the  monarch 
could  be  crowned  ;  but  in  the  reign  of 
Charles  IX.  it  was  declared,  that  a  corona- 
tion might  take  place  any  where  elfe,  fhould 
circumftances  require  it.  After  the  cere- 
mony, the  king  muft  vifit,  in  fucceffion,  all 
the  provinces  of  his  vaft  kingdom.  This 
cuftom,  called  Aeriks-gata,  is  a  valuable  re- 
lique of  thofe  ages,  when  princes  had  a  more 
direâ;  intercourfe  with  their  fubjeds,  and 
when  the  etiquette  of  courts  and  the  affi- 
'  duity  of  courtiers  did  not  condemn  them  to 
live  amidft  the  languor  of  a  palace.  The 
ceremony  of  the  coronation  is  performed  by 
the  archbifhop  of  Upfal. 

The  marllial  of  the  kingdom  is  the  firft 

perfon  at  court,  and  next  to  him  is  the  grand 

E  2  chamber- 
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chamberlain.  Befides  thefe,  there  are  fix 
firft  gentlemen  of  the  bed-chamber  ;  a  grand 
huntfman  ;  tvv^o  marfhals  ;  a  fuperintendant 
of  buildings;  twenty  gentlemen  in  ordinary; 
four  iirft  pages  of  the  bed-chamber,  having 
the  title  alfo  of  gentlemen  in  ordinary  ;  two 
intendants  of  buildings;  a  mafter  and  under- 
mafter  of  ceremonies  ;  a  grand  almoner,  and 
four  almoners  in  ordinary  ;  two  firft  phyfi- 
cians,  and  four  phyficians  in  ordinary  ;  two 
fecretaries  of  orders  ;  two  librarians,  a  rea- 
der, &c.  In  1772,  the  prefent  king  renewed 
the  office  of  equerry  of  the  kingdom,  who 
has  under  him  a  grand  equerry,  a  firft 
equerry,  an  equerry  in  ordinary,  and  three 
under  equerries.  The  galleys  and  dock- 
yards are  committed  to  the  infpedtion  of  a 
vice-admiral.  The  king's  court  has  a  par- 
ticular tribunal,  in  which  the  marfhal  of  the 
kingdom  is  preiident  :  it  has  alfo  a  particu- 
lar chancery. 

The  queen  has  a  grand  mafter,  a  grand 
governefs,  a  governefs,  fix  maids  of  honour, 
a  grand  chamberlain,  feveral  ordinary  cham- 
berlains, a  grand  equerry,  an  equerry  in  or- 
dinary 
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dinary,  &c.  The  prince  royal  has  a  gover- 
nor, four  pages,  a  preceptor,  &c.  The  court 
of  the  duke  of  Sudermania  is  compofed  of  a 
firft  equerry,  two  under  equerries,  a  cham- 
berlain, feveral  gemlemen  in  waiting,  an 
almoner,  a  fecretary  of  orders,  &c.  The 
court  of  the  duchefs  is  compofed  of  a  go- 
vernefs,  three  maids  of  honour,  a  firft  equerry, 
an  under  equerry,  a  chamberlain,  feveral 
«•entlemen  in  waiting,  &c.  The  court  of 
the  duke  of  Oftrogothia  is  the  fame  as  that 
of  the  duke  of  Sudermania.  The  princefs 
^abbefs  of  Queidlinburg  has  a  governefs,  an 
attendant,  two  maids  of  honour,  a  firft 
equerry,  an  under  equerry,  tv»'o  chamber- 
lains, feveral  gentlemen  in  waiting,  a  fecre- 
tary of  orders,  &c. 

The  king,  the  queen,  the  prince  royal, 
the  duke  and  duchefs  of  Sudermania,  the 
duke  of  Oftrogothia,  and  the  princefs  fifter 
to  the  king,  compofe  at  prefent  the  whole 
royal  family. 

The  city  of  Sigtuna,  in  tlic  rem.oteft  ages, 

was  the  refidence  of  the  kings  of  Sweden. 

Upfal  afterwards  became  the  feat  of  govern- 

ji,  3  ment  ; 
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ment  ;  but  at  prefent  it  is  Stockholm.  The 
caille  of  that  capital,  as  ancient  as  the  city, 
was  aim  oft  entirely  confumed  by  a  fire 
in  1 697,  under  the  reign  of  Charles  XI.  ; 
and  during  the  time  neceffary  for  rebuilding 
it,  the  court  occupied  the  hotel  belonging  to 
the  family  of  Wrangel.  It  is  built  after  the 
plan  of  Count  Nicodemus  de  Teffin,  fuper- 
intendant  of  buildings,  and  confifts  of  a  large 
fquare  with  two  wings,'  which  being  placed 
upon  an  eminence,  commands  a  view  of  the 
whole  city.  The  interior  part  of  it  difplays 
great  elegance  and  tafte.  The  ceiling  of  the 
grand  gallery,  which  efcaped  the  ravage  of 
the  flames,  particularly  attracts  the  notice 
of  connoiffeurs  :  it  was  painted  by  Ehren- 
ftral,  an  excellent  mafter,  whom  Charles XI. 
honoured  with  his  protection.  The  hall  of 
the  ftates  is  extenfive  and  grand  ;  and  the 
chapel  unites  elegance  to  majefty.  In  the 
colleâ:ion  of  paintings  here,  there  are  fome 
very  curious  and  fcarce.  Antiques  of  great 
value  are  difperfed  throughout  the  différent 
apartments.  One,  greatly  admired,  is  an 
Endymion  ;  it  is  a  real  mafterpiece,  and  was 

found 
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found  fome  time  ago  in  the  villa  Adriana. 
The  caflle  of  Stockholm  is  extenfive  enough 
to  lodge  the  whole  royal  family,  except  the 
abbefs  of  Queidlinburg,  who  has  a  palace  of 
her  own  in  the  fquare  of  the  northern  fub- 
urbs. 

The  king  has  feveral  other  palaces  fituated 

at  different  diftances  from  the  capital.     An 

alley,  which  prefents  itfelf  on  the  left  when 

you  have  pafTed  Queen's-ftreet  and  theOb- 

fervatory,  conducts  you  to  Carlberg,  fituated 

on  the  banks  of  the  Mœlar.     The  buildings 

here  have  been  much  negleded,  and  bear 

evident  marks  of  the  ravages  of  time;   but 

the  garden  is  kept  in  good  order.     It  has 

been  laid  out  with  much  art,  direded  by 

good  tafte.     They  have  formed  in  concert 

dark  alleys,  where  tender  melancholy  might 

delight  to  dwell  ;  ihady  arbours,  which  pre- 

ferve  a  continual  coolnefs  ;  delightful  groves; 

beautiful  grafs-plats  ;  a  large  orangery,  and 

a  canal  which  refleds  the  image  of  thofe 

majeftic  trees  that  grow  on  its  banks.     On 

one  fide  of  the  garden  there  is  a  vaft  and 

gloomy  foreft  ;  and  on  the  other  a  park, 

E  4  which 
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which  difplays  that  engaging  fimplicity  fb 
much  admired  by  thofe  who  are  fond  of 
nature.  Strangers  generally  flop  feme  time 
in  this  park  to  enjoy  its  beauties,  and  to 
take  a  viev/  of  a  country-feat  built  in  it  by 
order  of  queen  Chriftina.  It  is  conftrudled 
of  wood,  and  is  daily  falling  to  pieces  under 
the  hand  of  time  :  but  its  ruins  have  ftill 
attrapions  ;  they  call  back  to  cur  remem- 
brance very  pleafmg  and  interefling  fcenes. 
In  this  place,  as  tradition  fays,  the  queen 
affembled  all  the  literati  who  lived  at  her 
court.  Here  the  traveller,  refiing  againft  an 
aged  pine,  indulges  in  the  phantoms  of  his 
imiagination  ;  here  he  beholds  Chriftina  and 
her  learned  courtiers  ;  here  he  fees  Defcartes 
walking  by  himfelf,  and  feeking  for  an  afy- 
lum  friendly  to  meditation  ;  Saumaife  re- 
citing to  the  neighbouring  echoes  Greek 
and  Latin  verfes  which  they  repeat  ;  Bochart 
obferving  filence,  and  regretting  his  cabinet  ; 
Huet  preparing  an  idyll  in  the  language  of 
Latium  ;  Meibom  caufmg  a  Greek  dance  to 
be  performed;  and  Bourdelot  ridiculing  that 
learning  which  he  did  not  pofîefs,  and  cap^ 

^ivating 
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tivating  Chrlftlna  by  the  failles  of  his  lively 
wit,  keener  than  that  of  his  rivals,  though 
refpedable  by  their  erudition  and  their 
philofophical  knowledge. 

At  the  entrance  of  a  wood,  which  almoft 
touches  the  capital  on  the  northern  fide,  is 
the  king's  palace  of  Haga.    Nature  has  done 
a  great  deal  for  the  embellishment  of  this 
rural  retreat,  and  art  has  done  as  much  by 
taking  for  models  the  Englifh   gardens  fo 
much  boafted  of,  and  which  all  Europe  at 
prefent  imitate.     The  king  of  Sweden  is  re- 
markably fond  of  Haga  ;   and  he  did   not 
even  difdain  to  aflume  its  name  during  his 
laft  travels.     At  that  memorable  period  of 
his  life,  when  he  was  forming  the  plan  of 
the  revolution  of  1772,  he  often  retired  hi- 
ther to  deliberate  on  what  meafures  he  ought 
to  purfue.     Clofe  to  his  apartments  was  a 
very  plain  habitation  occupied  by  count  de 
Vergennes. 

Continuing  your  route  through  the  wood, 
you  arrive  at  Ulricfdal,  which  ftands  in  a 
fine  fituation,  and  is  built  in  the  ancient 
tafte.     The  garden  is  by  far  too  regular  : 

the 
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the  beft  thing  in  it  is  a  beautiful  orangery 
which  perfumes  the  furrounding  air,  and  by 
an  agreeable  illufion  makes  you  forget  the 
proximity  of  the  polar  circle.  Ulricfdai  is 
furrounded  with  woods, fields  and  meadows: 
an  arm  of  the  Baltic,  clofe  to  which  it  is  fitu- 
ated,  adds  greatly  to  its  beauty. 

Drottningholm,  where  the  court  generally 
pafles  the  fummer,  rifes  majeftically  in  the 
middle  of  the  Mslar,  at  the  diftance  of  a 
mile  from  Stockholm.    It  was  built  after  the 
plan  of  Count  Nicodemus  de  Teffin.  Among 
the  objects  contained  in  this  vaft  edifice,  the 
moll  curious  are,  a  cabinet  of  natural  hiflory, 
another  of  medals,  a  well-chofen  library,  and 
a  colledion   of  paintings.     Thefe    are   fo 
many  monuments  of  the  zeal  fhewn  by 
Louifa  Ulrica  for  the  advancement  of  the 
arts  and  the  fciences.     It  was  this  princefs 
alfo  who  gave  the  firft  idea  of  the  Chinefe 
quarter,  feen  at  a  little  diflance  from  the 
palace,  the  buildings  and  walks  of  which 
difpîay  all  the  charms  of  enchantment.  The 
garden  is  increafmg  and  acquiring  new  em- 
bellifliments  every  day,  on  account  of  the 

care 
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care  beftowed  on  it  by  the  king,  who  wiflies 
to  make  it  replete  with  thofe  poetical  beau- 
ties to  which  the  lovers  of  gardens  have  fo 
long  been  ftrangers.  Much  might  be  done 
in  this  way  in  Sweden.  Natm^e  has  fup- 
plied  it  with  abundance  of  eminences,  rocks, 
rivers,  ftreams,  and  woods  j  but  the  climate 
raifes  up  many  obftacles,  and  often  fetters 
the  genius  of  the  artifl. 

Drottningholm  makes  part  of  the  ifle  of 
Lofoen  ;  a  little  farther  in  the  ifland,  and 
clofe  to  the  parilh  church,  there  is  a  monu- 
ment which  deferves  to  be  known.  Among 
the  learned  men  who  appeared  at  the  court 
of  Louifa  Ulrica,  that  enlightened  queen 
diftinguifhed  Klingenflierna,  a  profound 
philofopher,  whofe  difcoveries  enlarged  the 
boundaries  of  fcience,  and  who  in  1756 
fucceeded  Dalin  as  tutor  to  the  prince  royal, 
now  on  the  throne  of  Sweden.  When  he 
died,  the  queen  honoured  him  with  her  re- 
gret, and  upon  this  occafion  difplayed  in 
their  full  extent  all  thofe  fentiments  with 
which  the  labours  of  his  genius  had  infpired 
her.  She  herfelf  took  the  charge  of  his  fu- 
2  neral  : 
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neral;  his  body  was  tranfported  from 
Stockholm  to  the  ifle  of  Lofoen,  and  ex- 
pofed  in  the  church  clofe  to  the  coffin  of 
Dalin  ;  a  difcourfe  fuitable  to  the  occafion 
was  then  delivered,  and  the  corpfe  was  after- 
wards interred.  The  two  coffins  were  depo- 
fited  in  the  fame  grave,  which  has  been  fmce 
ornamented  with  a  marble  pyramid,  having 
on  one  fide  the  epitaph  of  Dalin,  and  on 
the  other  that  of  Klingenilierna.  This  cere- 
mony was  honoured  with  the  prefence  of 
the  whole  royal  family,  and  of  all  the  fena- 
tors  ;  while  Louila  Ulrica  and  Guftavus 
fcattered  flowers  over  the  common  tomb  of 
thefc  two  men,  worthy  of  the  rcfped:  of 
their  cotemporaries  and  of  pofterity. 

Adolphus  Frederic  and  Louifa  Ulrica 
eftablilhed  at  Drottningholm  feveral  manu- 
factories, which  they  fuperintended  them- 
felves  ;  but  during  the  troubles  that  after- 
wards arofe  they  began  to  decline.  The 
queen  alfo  caufed  a  number  of  mulberry- 
trees  to  be  planted  around  the  palace,  and 
undertook  to  breed  filk-worms.  Thefe  in- 
fers, accuftomed  to  the  genial  influence  of 

the 
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the  eaftera  fun,  were  aftoniilied  to  live  and 
profper  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  pole  : 
but  this  branch  of  commerce  could  here  be 
only  an  obje(St  of  curiofity  ;  too  many  ob- 
ftacles  were  to  be  furmounted  before  it  could 
be  really  and  generally  ufeful. 

From  the  ille  of  Lofoen  you  are  tranf- 
ported  in  a  ferry-boat  to  that  of  Swartsjoe, 
which  occupies,  in  the  middle  of  the  Mœlar, 
a  fpace  of  about  four  miles.  This  is  one  of 
the  mOil  confiderable -of  the  domains  of  the 
crown;  the  foil  of  it  is  extremely  fertile, 
and  it  produces  abundance  of  grafs.  The 
caftle  is  a  very  plain  building,  from  the 
main  body  of  which  you  enter  the  garden, 
where  the  ear  is  agreeably  furprifed  with 
the  fong  of  the  nightingale,  a  bird  highly 
.  efteemed,  but  very  uncommon  in  the  north. 
In  this  garden  there  is  a  tree,  under  which 
it  is  pretended  that  Guftavus  Adolphus 
formed  with  Oxenftierna  a  plan  for  carry- 
ing on  the  German  war.  After  the  death  of 
Adolphus  Frederic  the  queen  dowager  ge- 
nerally fpent  the  fummer  at  Swartsjoe,  where 
il:ie  amufed  herfelf,  in  turns,  with  reading, 

embroidery. 
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embroidery,    walking,   and  hunting.      The 
garden  every  year  received  additional  embel- 
lifhments  under  the  direction  of  her  genius  : 
fhe  was  fond  of  it  and  walked  in  it  regu- 
larly every  day.     She  often  paid  a  vifit  alfo 
to  the  neighbouring  parts  of  the  country,  to 
fee  man  in  his  innocence,  and  nature  in  all 
its  fimplicity.     She  was  above  all  delighted 
with  the  cottage  of  an  old  man  of  eighty 
years  of  age,  interefting  on  account  of  his 
memory,   and   refpedable   by  his   virtues. 
Seated  clofe  by  him  under  a  large  oak,  which 
grew^  near  his  habitation,  fhe  would  often 
interrogate  him  refpecling  his  pad  life,  his 
family,  and  the  different  events  he  had  fèen; 
and  the  good  patriarch  would  reply  to  all 
her  queilions,  with  that  candour  and  natu- 
ral fimplicity  which  leave  the  moil  agree-  • 
able  and  lafting  imprefTions  in  feeling  minds. 
Tn  the  bofom  of  this  tranquil  kind  of  life 
Louifa  Ulrica  forgot  the  pomp  of  grandeur, 
and  thofe  florms  which  had  long  difturbed 
the  happinefs  of  her  days. 

At  the  diftancc  of  feven  miles  from  Stock- 
holm, in  the  province  of  Sudermania,  is  the 

caftle 
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caftle  of  Gripfholm,  one  of  the  moft  ancient 
in  the  country,  and  built  in  the  Gothic  ftyle 
of  architedture.  It  (lands  on  the  banks  of 
the  Mselar,  and  the  woods,  fields,  and  moun- 
tains which  furround  it,  render  its  fituation 
very  pidiurefque.  The  lands  belonging  to 
it  are  extenfive,  and  produce  a  confiderable 
revenue.  On  entering  the  caftle,  you  firft 
obferve  two  large  cannons,  which  were 
taken  from  the  Ruffians,  and  which  ferve  as 
an  ornament  to  the  court.  The  next  ob- 
je6ls  worthy  of  notice  are,  the  folidity  of 
the  building,  and  the  thicknefs  of  the  Walls. 
A  fiege  might  be  withftood  here  in  cafe  of 
neceffity  for  a  confiderable  time.  In  thofe 
ages,  when  barbarity  of  manners  did  not 
permit  citizens  to  live  in  fafety  under  the 
prote<Stion  of  the  laws,  it  was  found  necef- 
fary  to  build  in  this  manner;  and  it  evidently 
appears,  that  the  anceilors  of  Guilavus  I. 
who  conftrud:ed  Gripfholm,  intended  it  as 
a  place  of  fhelter  from  thofe  formidable 
plunderers  who  infefted  the  country.  The 
interior  part  of  the  caftle  prefents  a  great 
number  of  curious  objects.     In  one  large 

hall 
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hall  are  collected  the  portraits   of  all  thé 
princes  who  were  contemporary  with  Guf- 
tavus  I.  ;  another  lefs  extenfive,  but  more 
elegant,  contains  the  pictures  of  thofe  kings 
who    were   reigning  in   Europe  in   1773. 
What  befides  thefe  are  moft  worthy  of  no- 
tice are,  the  theatre  lately  finifhed,  and  feve- 
ral  apartments  furnifhed  with  great  tafte. 
The  prefent  king  caufed  the  caille  of  Gripf- 
holm  to  be  repaired  and  ornamented  ;  but 
two  dark  dungeons  have  been  preferved  in 
their  ancient  condition.     In   one   of  thefe 
Eric  XIV.   kept  his  brother  John  and  Ca- 
therine Jagcllon  prifoners  :  this   couple  re- 
mained there  feveral  years,  and  their  fon 
Sigifmund,  afterwards  king  of  Poland,  was 
born    during   their    confinement.      In   the 
other  dungeon,  ftill  more  difmal  and  gloomy, 
Eric  experienced  the  vengeance  of  a  brother 
Avhofe  friendihip  he  ought  to  have  cultivat- 
ed.    On  his  deliverance  from  prifon,  John 
took  advantage  of  the  difpofition  which  the 
Swedes  manifefted  in  his  favour  ;  dethroned 
Eric,  and  treated  him  with  the  moft  barba- 
rous feverity.     The  dethroned  prince  was 

dragged 
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draggçd  from  dungeon  to  dungeon  ;  he  was 
put  into  the  moft  hideous  and  filthy  part  of 
the  caille  of  Gripfholm,  where  he  never  be- 
held the  light  of  the  day,  and  no  one  was 
permitted  to  fee  him.  Sometimes  he  fuffered 
from  hunger,  at  others  from  thirft ,  and  his 
perfecutor  carried  his  barbarity  fo  far,  as  to 
refufe  him  the  affiftance  of  religion.  The 
prints  of  his  feet  remain  flill  vifible  on  the 
floor  of  his  prifon. 

Strœmfholm,  in  Weftmania,  ten  miles 
from  the  capital,  is  remarkable  for  its  fitua- 
tion.  The  waters  of  the  Mselar,  the  thick 
woods,  the  rich  fields,  and  the  beautiful 
meads  that  furround  this  caftle,  form  alto- 
gether a  moft  delightful  and  enchanting  land- 
fcape.  The  caftle  of  Ekolfund  has  been  fold 
to  an  Englifh  gentleman  eftablifhed  at  Stock- 
holm, and  that  of  Frederickfhof  is  converted 
into  an  arfenal.  The  park  belonging  to  the 
latter  contains  one  of  the  moft  beautiful 
walks  to  be  found  in  the  environs  of  Stock- 
holm. Here  the  friend  of  nature  is  delight- 
ed with  thofe  fhady  retreats  which  have  no 
other  ornaments  than  fome  ancient  rock  or 
F  twifted 
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twifted  trunks,  and  with  thofe  winding  paths 
which  condud:  fometimes  to  verdant  erafs- 
plats,  or  the  noify  fliore  of  the  lea  ;  while 
roebucks,  in  turns  Hopping  and  retreating, 
and  flocks  feeding  in  filence,  bring  to  re- 
membrance that  tranquilUty  and  content- 
ment which  men  every  where  fearch  for, 
but  which  they  fo  rarely  find. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.     IV. 

CONNECTION  WITH  FOREIGN  POWERS. 

r-f-^HOUGH  Sweden  is  fituated  at  the 
-1.  extremity  of  the  north,  and  though 
its  natural  refources  are  very  limited,  it  has 
long  adted  a  confpicuous  part  on  the  poli- 
tical theatre.  Become  celebrated  by  thofe 
vidories  which,  for  near  a  century,  figna- 
lized  its  arms,  its  alliance  was  courted  ;  it 
had  a  confiderable  fhare  in  the  grand  com- 
motions of  Europe,  and  its  name  was  every 
where  refpeded.  Even  fmce  its  decline, 
and  the  misfortunes  into  which  it  was 
plunged  by  the  ambition  of  Charles  XII. 
it  has  not  been  altogether  forgotten.  The 
remembrarice  of  its  ancient  fplendor,  the  in- 
tereft  arifing  from  its  government,  and  the 
revolutions  it  has  experienced, together  with 
the  importance  naturally  attached  to  main- 
taining a  balance  of  power  in  the  north, 
have  rendered  it  worthy  the  attention  of 
other  nations. 

F  2  Treaties 
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Treaties  with  the  Emperor  and  the  Empire» 

It  is  well  known  from  hlftory,  what  in- 
fluence the  Swedes  had  in  Germany  dm-ing 
the  war  of  thirty  years.  This  bloody  war 
being  terminated  in  1648,  Sweden  obtained 
five  millions  of  German  crowns,  the  arch- 
bifhopric  of  Bremen,  and  the  bifhopric  of 
Werden,  both  fecularifed  in  its  favour,  all 
farther  Pomerania,  the  ifle  of  Rugen  in  the 
Baltic,  and  the  city  of  Wifmar  in  Mecklen- 
burg. 

When  Louis  XIV.  and  his  enemies  con- 
cluded the  peace  of  Nimeguen,  Sweden  was 
included  by  a  particular  convention,  between 
it  and  the  em,peror,  figned  February  5,  1679: 
the  emperor  promifed  to  proteâ:  the  duke 
of  Holftein,  and  to  fupport  him  in  his  en- 
deavours to  obtain  advantageous  terms  from 
Denmark,  and  the  eledor  of  Brandenburg. 

Charles  XII.  gained  fignal  vidories  in 
Poland,  and  after  having  placed  Staniflaus 
on  the  throne  of  that  kingdom,  carried  his 

vid©rious 
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^ââ:oriollS  arms  into  Saxony.  In  the  mid- 
dle of  thefe  triumphs,  he  conchided  the 
treaty  of  Altranftad,  in  1707.  By  this 
treaty,  Auguftus  renounced  the  crown  of 
Poland  ;  and  the  emperor  engaged,  never  to 
demand  of  the  king  of  Sweden  any  of  thofe 
iiibfidies  which  he  ought  to  have  furnillied 
during  the  war  of  fucceffion  ;  to  treat  the 
proteftants  of  Silefia  with  mildnefs,  and  to 
favour  the  duke  of  Holftein, 

^Treaties  with  France, 

The  political  connexion  between  Sweden 
and  France  is  as  old  as  the  reign  of  Gufta- 
vus  Vafa.  Francis  I.  thought  it  neceflary 
to  court  the  aliiance  of  this  country  againft 
Charles  V.  and  a  treaty  was  accordingly 
concluded  ;  but  it  was  not  attended  with  any 
confequcnces  of  importance.  Ferdijiand  11, 
taking  advantage  of  the  difputes  between 
the  catholics  and  the  proteftants  of  the  em- 
pire, in  order  to  extend  his  power,  and  an- 
nihilate the  Germanic  liberty,  France  re- 
solved to  check  the  ambition  of  that  prince; 
F  3  and 
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and  finding  Guftaviis  Adolphus  difpofed  to 
fécond  her  views,  flie  concluded  a  treaty  of 
alliance  with  him   at  Bernevald  in   1631. 
By  this  treaty  it  was  agreed,  that  the  king 
of  Sweden  fhould  keep  on  foot  36,000  men 
in  Germany  ;  that  the  king  of  France  fhould 
furnifh  400,000  crowns  annually;  that  the 
alliance  fhouljd  continue  till  the  month  of 
May  1636,  and  that  it  fhould  then  he  re- 
newed if  peace  v»ras  not  eftablifhed.     It  was, 
however,   renewed  before  that  period,   at 
Heilbrunn  in  1633,  and  afterwards  at  Wey- 
mar  in  1636,  with  fome  alterations  agree- 
able to  the  circumflances  of  that  period. 

France  always  depended  upon  the  affifi:- 
ance  and  fupport  of  Sv/eden;  but  a  party 
was  formed  againft  her  in  that  kingdom. 
She,  however,  on  the  I4tli  of  April,  1672, 
got  the  king  to  fign  a  treaty,  by  which  the 
two  courts  agreed,  reciprocally  to  guarantee 
each  other;  and  if  any  prince  of  the  empire 
affiited  Holland,  Sweden  engaged,  fhould 
negotiation  prove  ineffectual,  to  employ- 
force  and  arms.  By  this  treaty,  Charles  XI. 
«was  involved  in  a  war  which  gave  him  a 

difguft 
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dîfgufl:  fpr  the  alliance  of  France.     A  cool- 
nefs  between  thefe  two  courts  fub filled  till 
1735  ;   but  on  the   15th  of  June  that  year, 
they  concluded  a  treaty  of  fubfidies,  which 
was  not  ratified  till   1738;  and  in    1741   a 
treaty    of    commerce    cemented    this    new 
union.     By  the  latter,  the  fubjedts  of  the 
king  of  France  were  permitted  to  import 
into  Sweden  all  kinds  of  merchandife  not 
prohibited  by  the  laws  of  the  country,  and 
to  carry  on  trade,  free  from  every  duty  but 
thofe  paid  by  the  Swedes  themfelves,  ex- 
cepting, however,  the  privileges  of  immu- 
nity granted  to  Swedilli  vefl'els.     The  fame 
advantages  were  allowed  to  the  fubjeds  of 
the  king  of  Sv/eden,  and  they  were  exempt- 
ed from  duties  of  freight  in  all  cafes,  except 
when  they  fliould  take  on  board  a  cargo  of 
French  goods,  in  any  port  of  France,  in  or- 
der to  tranfport  them  to  another  port  of  the 
fame    kingdom.     The    fubjeds    of  France 
were  to  enjoy  in  the  port  of  Wifmar,  to  the 
exclufion  of  all  other  nations,  the  privilege 
of  paying  for  the  goods  they  might  import 
thither,  in  French  bottoms,  only  3-4ths  per 
F  4  cent. 
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cent,  of  the  value  of  the  faid  merchandife. 
France  and  Sweden  have  lince  entered  into 
different  conventions  ;  but  they  have  never 
yet  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  public. 

On  the  I  ft  of  July,  1786»  there  appeared 
a  provifional  convention,  ratified  by  the  king 
of  France  on  the  26th  of  July,  and  by  the 
king  of  Sweden  on  the  10th  of  Auguftjthe 
intention  of  which  was,  to  ferve  as  an  ex- 
planation of  the  convention  of  April  25th, 
1 74 1 ,  and  as  the  bafis  of  a  definitive  treaty. 
The  articles  -of  this  convention  are  as  fol- 
low :  Since,  in  virtue  of  the  third  article  of 
the  convention  of  1741,  the  fubjeds  of  the 
king  of  France,  to  the  exclufion  of  thofe  of 
all  other  nations,  are  entitled  to  the  privi- 
lege of  paying  for  the  merchandife  which 
they  import  in  French  bottoms,  only  3-4ths 
per  cent,  of  the  value  of  the  above  merchan- 
dife ;  and  as  it  has  been  found,  that  this  con- 
ceffion,  confidering  the  nature  and  fituation 
of  the  port  of  \Vifmar,does  not,  in  any  man- 
ner, anfwer  the  end  propofed  by  the  court 
of  Sweden  ;  his  Swediih  majefty  agrees  to 
fqbftitutc,  in  lieu  of  the  faid  immunities, 

liberty. 
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liberty  of  having  warehoufes  at  the  port  oF 
Gottcnburg,  in  the  manner  and  on  the  con- 
ditions hereafter  mentioned.  The  fubje<3:s 
of  the  king  of  France  fhall  be  allowed  to 
bring  into  the  port  of  Gottenburg  all  pro- 
vifions,  productions,  and  commodities,  either 
of  France  or  the  American  colonies,  in  French 
bottoms,  without  being  fubje(5ted  to  any  tax, 
duty,  or  impofition  whatever.  They  (hall 
be  at  liberty,  alfo,  to  re-export  them  if  they 
think  proper,  either  in  their  own  or  Swe- 
difh  veiTels,  without  paying  any  duty  what- 
ever, and  both  in  importation  and  re-expor- 
tation, all  vefTels  belonging  to  France  fhall 
not  be  obliged  to  pay  any  higher  duties  than 
thofe  paid  by  the  vefTels  of  Sweden.  The 
faid  right  of  having  warehoufes  being  in- 
tended for  no  other  purpofe,  than  that  of 
enabling  French  merchants  to  difpofe  of 
their  merchandife,  either  in  the  territories 
of  the  king  of  Sweden,  or  in  any  other  of 
the  northern  countries,  the  goods  which 
they  may  depoiit  there  fhall  always  be  con- 
fidered  as  in  the  vePfcls  which  have  brought 
them  J  confequently,  they  cannot  be  fubject- 

ei 
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ed  to  any  fearcli,  until  the  moment  wheq 
the  owners  wifh  to4:ake  them  from  the  ware- 
houfes,  in  order  to  import  them  into  the 
kingdom  of  Sweden.  Provifions  and  mer-. 
chandife,  tak^n  from  thefe  warehoiifes  to  be 
imported  into  Sweden,  fhall  pay  upon  the 
fpot,  or  at  the  firft  cuftom-houfe  of  the  king- 
dom at  which  they  arrive,  the  fame  duties 
as  are  now,  or  may  be  there  afterwards  efta- 
blifhed,  in  the  fame  manner  and  at  the  fame 
rate  as  they  ought  to  have  paid  them  had 
they  been  directly  imported  into  the  faid 
kingdom,  without  pafling  through  Gotten-, 
burg,  the  common  place  of  dcpofit. 

In  return,  the  king  of  France  cedes  for 
ever,  to  the  king  and  crown  of  Sw^eden,  the 
full  right  and  fovereignty  of  the  ifle  of  St, 
Bartholomew  in  the  Wed  Indies,  and  all  its 
dependencies,  without  reftridion  or  referve; 
but  this  cefTion  fhall  by  no  means  be,  in  any 
manner,  prejudicial  to  the  property  or  pof- 
feiTions  of  the  French  inhabitants,  and  others 
in  the  faid  ifiand.  The  king  of  Sweden 
promifes  and  engages,  to  preferve  to  the 
fame  inhabitants  the  fuli  right  of  exercifing 

the 
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the  catholic  religion.  The  French  inhabi- 
tants, or  others  who  are  fubjeâ:s  to  the  tnoil 
Chriftian  king  in  the  ifland  of  St.  Bartholo- 
mew, and  their  defcendants,may,at  all  times, 
retire  to  fuch  parts  of  the  king's  dominions 
as  they  fliall  think  proper,  and  may  fell  and 
tranfport  their  effedis,  without  being  re- 
flrained  in  their  emigrations,  on  any  pre- 
tence whatever,  except  in  cafes  of  debt  or 
criminal  procefles  ;  and  nothing  Ihall  be  ex- 
aded  from  them,  either  for  duties  or  on 
any  other  account. 

'J'reattes  with  the  King  ofEngland^  Eledlor  of 
Hanover, 

George  I.  taking  advantage  of  circum- 
ftances,  feized  upon  Bremen  and  Werden. 
After  the  death  of  Charles  XIL  Sweden, 
obliged  to  fatisfy  its  enemies,  made  peace 
with  the  king  of  England,  on  the  20th  of 
November,  1719  ;  yielded  up  Bremen  and 
Werden  to  him  and  his  heirs,  and,  in  return, 
obtained  a  million  of  crowns. 

On  the  2ift  of  January,   1720,  a  treaty 

was 
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was  concluded  between  England  and  Swe-< 
den,  one  eflential  article  of  which  was,  that 
the  king  of  England  fhould  fend  a  fquadron 
of  ihips  into  the  Baltic,  to  act  againft  the 
Czar,  with  whom  the  Swedes  were  then  car- 
rying on  war.  The  fquadron  arrived,  but 
too  late  ;  for  the  Ruffians  had  already  ra- 
vaged the  coafts  of  Sweden, 

Treaties  with  Brandenbiirgh  and  PruJJia. 

Charles  XL  yielding  to  the  folicitations 
of  the  partifans  oi  France,  determined  to 
take  a  fhare  in  the  war  which  Louis  XIV^ 
began  in  1674.  Frederic  William,  called 
the  grand  eleâ:or,  wa?  among  the  number 
of  the  enemies  w^hom  Charles  had  to  oppofe. 
The  two  princes  made  a  private  peace, 
which  was  figned  at  St.  Germain  en  Laye, 
in  the  year  1679.  By  this  peace,  to  which 
the  treaty  of  Weftphalia  ferved  as  a  bafis, 
Sw^eden  ceded  to  the  eleâ:or  all  its  pofTef- 
fions  on  the  right  fhore  of  the  Oder,  and 
renounced  its  Ihare  in  the  duties  eftablifhed, 
on  the  eledor's  account,  in  the  ports  of 

farther 
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farther  Pomerania.  The  elector,  on  his  part, 
engaged  not  to  build  any  fortrefles  in  thofe 
territories  which  were  ceded  to  him. 

Frederic  William  I.  king  of  Pruflia,  like 
the  other  neighbours  of  Sweden,  took  ad- 
vantage of  the  misfortunes  of  Charles  XIL 
By  the  treaty  of  Stockholm,  concluded  in 
1720,  he  obtained  the  city  of  Stettin,  and 
the  duties  belonging  to  it  ;  Golnaw  and 
Dam  ;  the  ifles  of  Volin  and  Ufedom;  and 
all  the  lands  lituated  between  the  Oder  and 
the  Pehne.  It  was  agreed  alfo,  that  the 
latter  river  fhould  ferve  as  a  boundary,  and 
belong  in  common  to  both  powers.  The 
treaty  concluded  at  Hamburgh  between  thefe 
powers  on  the  ift  of  February  1761,  and 
which  put  an  end  to  the  war  carried  on  by 
the  Swedes  againft  Pruffia  in  Pomerania, 
made  no  alteration  in  any  thing  that  related 
to  the  preceding  treaties. 

Treaties  vj'iih  Holland, 

When  the  treaty  of  peace  concluded  at 
Nimeguen  put  an  end  to  the  troubles  ex- 
cited 
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cited  by  the  ambition  of  Louis  XIV.  a  pii- 
vate  treaty  was  iigned  in  the  fame  city,  on. 
the  1 2th  of  Odober,  1679,  between  Hol- 
land and  Sweden,  by  which  the  two  con- 
trading  powers  agreed,  to  forget  every  thing 
paft,  and  to  enter  into  that  amity  and  friend- 
ihip  which  had  always  fubfifted  betweea 
them* 

'freâhe^  with  Denmark. 

The  firft  remarkable  treaty  concluded  be- 
tween Sweden  and  Denmark,  is  that  of 
Knserryd,  figned  on  the  13th  of  January, 
1 6 1 3.  By  this  treaty  it  was  ftipulated,  that 
Denmark  (liould  bear  in  its  armorial  fhield 
three  crowns,  but  without  taking  advantage 
of  this  prerogative,  to  form  any  pretenfions 
to  the  prejudice  of  Sweden  ;  that,  on  the 
other  hand,  Sweden  fhould  be  freed  from 
the  duties  exaded  in  the  Sound  ;  and  that 
the  king  of  Denmark  fhould  reflore  all  thofe 
places  which  he  had  taken  pofTeffion  of,  ex- 
cept Elffburg  and  Guldber^,  which  were 
not  to  be  evacuated  until  Sweden  -had  paid 
4  a  mil- 
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*à  million  of  crowns  in  the  fpace  of  fix  years* 
Perfcift  harmony  fubfifted  between  thefe  two 
courts  till  the  year  1644,  when  it  was  in- 
terrupted by  a  fhort  war,  which  was  termi- 
nated by  the  peace  of  Brsemfebro,  in  1645. 
•By  the  articles  of  this  peace,  Denmark  ceded 
to  Sweden  the  provinces  of  Hiemtland,  and 
Herjedalia,  together  with  the  ifles  of  Oefel 
and  Gothland.  A  frcfh  war  breaking  out 
in  1657,  gave  rife  to  the  treaty  of  Rofchild 
in  1659  ;  ^y  "v^'bi^h  Sweden  obtained  Scan- 
dia,  Halland,  Liekingen,  the  fief  of  Bohus, 
and  the  fief  of  Tronthem,  with  the  iiland  of 
Bornholm,  The  king  of  Denmark  engaged 
alfo  to  fatisfy  the  duke  of  Holftein.  Swe^ 
den,  on  the  other  hand,  renounced  all  thofe 
rights  which  it  might  have,  from  the  duchy 
of  Bremen,  to  the  counties  of  Delmenhorll 
and  Ditmarfen,  and  to  the  pofleffions  of  fome 
gentlemen  of  Holftein.  Scarcely  was  this 
treaty  concluded,  when  the  flames  of  war 
were  again  kindled  ;  but  the  fuccefs  of  the 
Swedes  was  lefs  brilliant.  Charles  Guftavus 
died,  and  the  regency  eftablifhed  by  the 
dates  concluded,  at  Copenhagen  in  1 660,  a 

treaty 
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treaty  by  which  Denmark  recovered  the 
fief  of  Tronthem  and  the  ifland  of  Born- 
holm. 

While  Charles  XI.  was  combating  in  the 
caufe  of  Louis  XIV.  the  Danes  invaded 
Scandia;  and  the  war  w^as  carried  on  with 
equal  fuccefs  on  both  fides  till  the  peace  of 
Lund,  in  1679,  reflored  tranquillity,  and 
confirmed  preceding  treaties.  The  treaty 
of  Travendal,  which  Charles  XII.  compelled 
Frederic  IV.  to  conclude  in  1 700,  fecured 
to  the  duke  of  Holftein  his  rights  of  fove- 
reignty  in  the  towns  and  bailliwicks  belong- 
ing to  him,  and  a  perfeâ;  equality  as  co- 
regent.  Befides  this,  it  confirmed  the  agree- 
ment before  made  refpeding  the  bifhoprick 
of  Lubec  ;  and  Denmark  renounced  the  al- 
ternate poffeflion  of  it  with  the  duke  of  Hol- 
ftein. 

All  the  enemies  whom  Charles  XII.  had 
raifed  up  againft  Sweden  took  advantage,  at 
his  death,  of  the  deplorable  fituation  the 
Swedes  then  were  in,  to  compel  them  to 
make  peace  on  their  own  terms.  By  the 
treaty  concluded  with  Denmark^  at  Stock- 
holm, 
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holm,  on  the  14th  of  June,  1720,  Sweden 
engaged  no  longer  to  oppofe  the  conven- 
tions ftipulated  between  Denmark,   France 
and  England,  refpedling  the  duchy  of  Slef- 
wick,  and  to  give  no  affiftance  to  the  duke 
of  Holftein,  in  any  attempt  he  might  make 
to  recover  it.     Sweden  fubjecfted  itfelf  alfo, 
to  pay  the  duties  exaâed  in  the  Sound,  at 
the  fame  rate  as  the  moft  favoured  nations. 
On  the  other  hand,  Denmark  renounced  all 
pretenfions  to  Wifmar,  and  agreed  to  pay  to 
Sweden  the  fum  of  600,000  crowns.     The 
treaty  concluded  between  the  two  kingdoms 
in   1734,  confirmed  all  preceding  treaties, 
.  and  fecured  to  Sweden  the  right  of  having 
a  poft-office  at  Elfmore,  and  a  conful  au- 
thorifed  to   levy  and  to  pay  the    cuftoms 
due  for   Swediili  veflels.      The   treaty    of 
Str^Emftad,  concluded  in  1751,  regulated  in 
a  definitive  manner  the  limits  of  Sweden 
and  of  Norway, 

treaties  'with  Poland. 

The  pretenfions  formed  by  John  Cafimir 
G  to 
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to  the  prejudice  of  Charles  X.  who  had 
been  elected  by  the  ftates,  kindled  up  a  war 
between  Sweden  and  Poland.  This  war 
being  terminated  by  the  peace  of  Oliva  in 
1660,  John  Cafniiir  acknowledged  the  nul- 
lity of  the  rights  which  he  claimed,  and 
Sweden  obtained  all  that  part  of  Livonia 
which  is  beyond  the  Dwina,  except  a  few 
places,  and  the  ifle  of  Ruynen. 


Treaties  with  RuJJia, 

It  would  be  of  no  ufe  to  point  out  the 
ancient  treaties  between  Sweden  and  Ruffia: 
the  political  relation  of  thefe  two  countries 
does  not  become  interefting  till  the  com- 
mencement of  this  century.  On  the  loth 
of  September,  1721,  a  treaty  was  figned  at 
Nyftad,  the  conditions  of  which  were,  that 
the  Czar  fhoukl  retain  all  the  provinces  con- 
quered by  his  arms,  viz.  Livonia,  Eftonia, 
Ingria,  part  of  Carelia,  the  fief  of  Wiburg, 
that  of  Kexholm,  and  all  the  iflands  on  the 
coafts  of  Livonia,  Eftonia  and  Ingria,  from 

the 
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the  frontiers  of  Courland,  as  well  as  thofe 
on  the  eaftern  fide  of  Revel  ;  that  the  king 
of  Sweden  fhould  not  afTume  the  titles  of 
the  ceded  provinces,  and  that  he  himfelf 
fhould  give  them  to  the  Czar  j  that  the  Czar 
fliould  pay  two  millions  of  crowns  to  Swe- 
den ;  that  he  fhould  not  meddle  w^ith  the 
internal  affairs  of  that  kingdom  ;  and  that 
the  Swedes  fhould  be  permitted  to  purchafe 
grainy  early  at  Riga,  Revel,  and  Arenfburg, 
to  the  value  of  50,000  roubles,  free  of  all 
duty. 

Three  years  after,  on  the  2 2d  of  Febru- 
ary, 1 724,  the  two  powers  figned  a  treaty  of 
defenfive  alliance,  to  continue  for  twelve 
years.  This  treaty  was  fcarcely  expired 
when  the  war  of  Finland  broke  out  ;  but  a 
peace  was  concluded  at  Obo,  on  the  17th 
of  Auguft,  1743,  By  the  articles  of  this 
peace,  Sweden  confirmed  all  the  ceflions 
made  in  1721  ;  it  ceded  befides  a  part  of 
Kymenegord,  and  the  diftridl  of  Nyflot, 
with  all  the  iflands  fituated  to  the  fouth  and 
eafl  of  the  river  Kymene.  The  articles  of 
G  2  the 
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the  treaty  of  Nyftad  relating  to  commerce 
were  alfo  confirmed. 

treaties  with  Turkey, 

Charles  XII.  being  defeated  at  Pultawa, 
fought  an  afylum  among  the  Turks,  and 
was  received  with  that  generous  hofpitality 
which  is  one  of  the  diftinguifliing  features 
in  the  charader  of  thefe  people.  The  va- 
lour and  intrepidity  of  Charles  had  flruck 
the  MufTulmans,  and  given  them  the  higheft 
idea  of  the  courage  of  the  Swedes.  Not- 
withftanding  the  diftance  which  Nature  has 
eftablifhed  between  the  countries  they  inha- 
bit, thefe  two  nations  entered  into  a  clofe 
friendfliip  ;  and  the  apprehenfions  which 
they  each  entertained  of  the  power  of  the 
Ruffians,  their  common  ^enemies,  tended 
to  render  the  bonds  of  it  ftill  ftronger, 
ïn  1 736,  two  Swedifli  merchants  were  fent 
to  Conftantinople,  and  the  year  follow- 
ihg,  Sweden  and  the  Porte  concluded  a 
treaty  of  commerce,  in  virtue  of  whicli 
7  Swedifli 
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Swedifh  merchants  and  their  veflels,  as  well 
as  other  merchants  which  might  be  on  board 
thefe  vefTels,  are  granted  full  liberty  to  trade 
in  all  the  ports  of  the  Turkifh  empire,  on 
paying  an  impoft  of  300  afpers  :  they  are 
exempted  from  every  other  burden,  and 
their  merchandife  pay  only  three  per  cent, 
duty.  A  treaty,  ftill  more  important,  was 
concluded  between  Sweden  and  the  Porte, 
on  the  22d  of  Auguft,  1739,  the  principal 
articles  of  which  were  as  follow  :  Though 
there  be  a  perpetual  peace  between  Sweden 
and  the  Porte,  on  the  one  fide,  and  Rufîia 
on  the  other,  neverthelefs,  if  the  latter  at- 
tempts any  enterprife  againft  one  or  other 
of  thefe  contrading  powers,  the  former 
ihall  in  concert,  and  without  delay,  take 
fuch  meafures  'as  may  be  beft  calculated  to 
protedt  them  from  every  infult.  If  RufTia 
attacks  Sweden,  or  the  Ottoman  Porte,  hof- 
tilities  fhall  be  confidercd  as  commenced 
againft  both  parties  ;  war  fhall  be  declared 
againft  the  aggreflbr,  both  by  fea  and  land, 
and  neither  of  the  two  parties  fhall  lay  dowa 

O  3  their 
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their  arms,  until  proper  fatisfadion  has  been 
obtained.  Each  of  the  contra£ling  powers 
engages,  not  to  Hften  to  any  propofal  made 
by  the  enemy  towards  a  peace,  without 
communicating  it  to  the  other  party,  nor  to 
conclude  a  feparate  peace.  The  prefent 
treaty  confirms  that  of  commerce  conclud- 
ed in  1737,  and  the  fubjeâ:s  of  Sweden 
fhall  enjoy,  in  the  Ottoman  empire,  the 
fame  immunities  as  other  nations  friends  to 
the  Porte.  The  regencies  of  Tunis,  Algiers, 
and  Tripoli  being  under  the  dominion  of 
the  fublime  Porte,  the  latter  fhall  include 
them  in  the  prefent  alliance,  and  order  them 
to  conform  themfelves  thereto.  SwedeUj 
befides,  has  fome  particular  conventions  with 
thefe  regencies,  and  the  emperor  of  Mo- 
rocco, refpedling  commerce, 

treaties  with  fome  other  Powers, 

In  the  year  1651,  Sweden  entered  into  ^ 
treaty  of  commerce  with  Spain,  which  was 
renewed  in  1679  and  1743.    By  this  treaty. 
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the  Swedes  are  allowed  to  trade  with  per- 
feâ:  fecurity  in  all  the  ports  of  that  country. 
In  1 641,  it  was  ftipulated  with  Portugal, 
that  the  Swedes  Ihould  enjoy,  in  every  port 
of  that  kingdom,  the  fame  privileges  as  thole 
granted  to  the  Dutch.  In  1743,  Sweden 
concluded  a  treaty  of  commerce  with  the 
king  of  the  two  Sicilies,  by  which  the  two 
powers  guarantee  a  reciprocal  protecfrion  to 
their  commerce.  Guftavus  III.  and  Cathe- 
rine II.  laid  the  foundation  of  an  armed 
neutrality,  by  a  convention  which  their  mi- 
niflers  figned  at  Peterfburgli,  on  the  2 1  ft  of 
July,  1780.  As  foon  as  the  independence 
of  America  was  acknowledged,  the  king  of 
Sweden  entered  into  a  treaty  of  friendfhip 
and  commerce  with  the  Americans,  which 
was  figned  at  Paris,  on  the  3d  of  April, 
1783,  by  the  count  de  Creutz  and  Dr. 
Franklin. 

Jîmbajfddûrs^  Mnijîers,  <£c. 

The  court  of  Sweden  has,  for  a  long  time, 

fent  an  ambalïïidor  to  Paris,  and  for  fome 

O  4  year» 
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years  back  it  has  fent  one  to  Copenhagen. 
It  has  alfo  envoys  extraordinary  at  Berlin, 
Drefden,  the  Hague,  London,  Madrid,  Pe- 
terfburgh,  Ratifbon  and  Vienna  ;  minifters 
at  Conftantinople,  Hamburgh,  and  Warfaw; 
agents  at  Amfterdam,  Hamburgh,  Lifbon, 
Lubeck,  Naples  and  Rome  ;  a  commiflary 
at  Dantzick  ;  confuls  general  at  Bourdeaux, 
Cadiz,  Havre  de  Grace,  Elfmore,  Marfeilles, 
rOrient  and  Peterfburgh  ;  confuls  at  Algiers, 
Alicant,  Bayonne,  Boflon,  Calais,  Cagliari, 
Carthagena,  Charles-Town,  Croiiic,  Dun- 
kirk, Genoa,  Honfleur,  Leghorn,  London, 
Madeira,  Malaga,  Montpellier,  Cette,  Nantz, 
Nice,  Oftend,  Philadelphia,  the  iile  of  Rhe, 
R^ochelle,  Riga,  Rochefort,  Rouen,  Sallee, 
Tripoli,  Tunis,  Trieft,  Venice,  and  Wi- 
burg. 

The  king  of  Sweden  has  lately  appointed 
envoys  extraordinary  to  different  courts  of 
Italy,  viz,  Naples,  Turin,  Florence,  Modena, 
Rome,  and  the  republics  of  Venice  and 
Genoa. 

There  is  generally  at  Stockholm  an  am- 
bafiador  from  the  court  of  France  ;  a  mini- 

(ler 
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fter  plenipotentiary  from  the  court  of  Ruflia; 
envoys  extraordinary  from  thofe  of  England, 
Denmark,  Spain,  PrufFia,  Saxony,  and  from 
their  High  MightinelTes.  France  fends  a  con- 
ful  to  Gottenburg,  and  an  agent  to  Stock- 
holm. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.        V. 

CONSTITUTION. 

Spedlacle  long  unknown  engages,  at 
prefent,  univerfal  attention.  Roufed 
to  a  fenfe  of  their  own  importance,  and  be- 
come more  enlightened  by  the  lamp  of  fci- 
ence,  mankind  now  begin  to  aflert  their  na- 
tural privileges,  and  to  debate  with  freedom 
on  the  conflitution  of  empires.  The  rights  of 
the  citizen  are  analyfed  ;  the  principles  and 
organifation  of  empires  are  difcufled  ;  and 
amidft  that  fermentation  which  attends  fud- 
den  political  changes,  the  fhock  of  opinions 
gives  rife  to  the  moft  flriking  fcenes. 

There  are  few  countries  in  which  the 
conflitution,  that  is  to  fay,  the  bafis  of 
public  happinefs,  has  undergone  fo  many 
changes,  and  revolutions,  or  been  fo  uncer- 
tain and  variable,  as  in  Sweden.  In  the  re- 
moteft  ages  there  was  a  monarch,  a  fenate, 
and  ftates  j  but  favage  and  barbarous  man- 
ners, 
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nefs  often   difturbed  that  harmony  which 
ought  to  prevail  araongft  thefe  three  depo- 
-fitaries    of  power.     During   the  union   of 
Calmar,  the  fundamental  laws  abfolutely  loft 
their  infiuence,  and  defpotifm  and  anarchy 
reigned,  in  turns,  throughout  that  unfortu- 
nate period.     Happier  days  arofe,  however, 
to  Sweden  :  when  Guftavus  I.  became  fove- 
reign,  the  ambition  of  the  great  received  a 
check,  and  foreign  tyrants  dilappeared.  The 
king  pofTefTed  the  principal  authority  ;  the 
fenate  fupported  it  by   their  counfel,  and 
the  ftates  aflembled  on  important  occafions. 
The  aâ:  of  alTurance  which  Guft?ivus  Adol- 
phus  delivered  to  the  reprefentatives  of  the 
nation,  when  he  mounted  the  throne,  is  ftill 
preferved.     That  prince  promifed  to  main- 
tain the  Lutheran  religion  ;    to   deliberate 
with  the  ftates  on  the  alterations  to  be  made 
in  the  laws,  on  the  taxes  to  be  impofed,  on 
the  political  alliances  to  be  formed,  on  the 
wars  to  be  undertaken,  and  on  the  treaties 
of  peace  to  be  concluded.    He  engagt^d,  be- 
fides,  to  preferve  to  the  four  orders  their 
privileges,  and  to  inflict  no  puniihment,  but 

after 
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after  a  legal  procefs.     It  was   natural   for 
Axd  Oxenftierna,  defcended  from  one  of  the 
firft  families  in  Sweden,  to  intereft  himfelf 
in  the  fate  of  the  nobility.    Being  confulted 
by  Guftavus  Adolphus,  refpeding  the  man- 
ner in  which  he  ought  to  behaVe  towards 
that  body,  he   pointed    out   thofe  fervices 
which  the   nobility  had  done  to  the  ftate, 
and  thofe  which  they  might  ftill  render  it, 
in  the  critical  fituation  in  w^hich   it  then 
Hood,     The  monarch  approved  the  advice 
of  his  miniiler,  fhevv^ed  himfelf  favourably 
difpofed  towards  the  nobility,  and  granted 
them  feveral  privileges.  His  daughter,  Chrif- 
tina,  followed  the  fame  principles  :  the  no- 
bles obtained  from  her  generofity  great  part 
of  the  crown  domains,  and  became  the  rivals 
of  the  royal  power.     Charles  X.  was  pro- 
poling  a  plan  for  humbling  them;  but  a  fud- 
den  death  put  an  end  to  his  projeds,  and 
his  career.     During  the  minority  of  Charles 
XL  their  influence  was  ftill  fupported,  and 
even   increafed.      Jealoufy  and   difcontent 
beginning,  however,  to  prevail,  the  king, 
when  he  became  major,  took  advantage  of 

this 
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this   clrcumftance.     He    gained    over    the 
three  inferior   orders,    triumphed  over  the 
nobility,  and  made  himfelf  abfolute  fove- 
reign  in  1680.     The  fame  caufe  had  pro- 
duced the  fame  effeâ:  in  Denmark.     En- 
dowed v/ith  feveral  valuable  qualities,  wife, 
economical,    and   fond    of   peace,    Charles 
fupported  his  work,  and  rendered  his  reign 
glorious  to  Sweden.     He  confoled  his  ful> 
jedls  for  the  lofs  of  their  privileges,  and  the 
feverity  with  which  he   fometimes  caufed 
them  to  take  up  arms,  by  promoting  induf- 
try  and  commerce,  reforming  the  laws,  giv- 
ing the  land  and  naval  forces  that  confift- 
ence  which  they  wanted,  and   by  fecuring 
to  the  kingdom  an  honourable  weight  in  the 
political  balance  of  Europe.     His  fon  was 
born  a  fovereign,  and  proved  by  his  whole 
conducft  that  he  was  fo  ;  but  by  liftenlng  to 
no  advice,  and  following  only  his  own  will, 
he  precipitated  the  nation  into  an  abyfs  of 
misfortunes. 

On  the  death  of  Charles  XII.  all  with  one 
voice  demanded  a  revolution  in  the  govern- 
ment.    Circumftances  favoured  this  enter- 

prife  ; 
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prife:  Ulrica  Eleonora,  who  pretended  to 
the  crown,  was  a  princefs  deftitute  of  firm- 
nefs  ;  Ihe  feared  the  partifans  of  the  duke 
of  Holftein  ;  and  the  ftates  having  aflem- 
bled  in  171 9,  they  obtained  every  thing 
they  required.  When  Ulrica  had  deter- 
mined to  refign  the  fceptre  to  her  hufband, 
Prince  Frederic  of  Hefle  Caflel,  new  condi- 
tions were  prefcribed.  Frederic,  who  was 
refolved  to  poflefs  the  crown  at  any  price, 
accepted  the  propofed  terms,,  and  the  privi- 
leges of  the  people  were  enlarged. 

That  abfolute  fovereignty  which  had  fub- 
fifted  nearly  forty  years,  was  fucceeded  all 
of  a  fudden,  and  too  rapidly,  by  a  liberty 
almoft  without  bounds. 

The  fupreme  power  was  now  in  the 
hands  of  the  ftates,  who  altered  the  laws, 
declared  war,  made  peace,  concluded  alli- 
ances, and  difpofed  of  the  army  according  to 
their  own  pleafure.  They  iikewife  impofed 
taxes,  fixed  the  value  of  money,  aflembled 
every  three  years,  whether  convoked  or  not, 
and  never  terminated  the  diet  until  they 
thought  proper.  The  fenate  was  refpon- 
2  fible 
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fible  to  them  for  its  conduâ:  ;  and  the  king 
had  no  power  of  introducing  into  that  body, 
but  one  of  three  fubjedls  propofed  to  him. 
Nothing,  therefore,  remained  to  the  fove- 
reign  but  the  executive  power,  and  the  right 
of  appointing  to  the  different  offices.  Both 
thefe  privileges  were  abridged  at  the  diet  of 
1756  ;  and  the  fiâtes  proceeded  fo  far,  as  to 
furnifh  the  fenate  with  a  royal  feal,  to  be 
employed  whenever  the  king  fhould  refufe 
to  fign. 

The  court,  however,  had  partlfans  who 
undertook  to  avenge  its  caufe.  The  count 
de  Brahe,  the  firfl  nobleman  in  the  king- 
dom, and  defcended  from  the  family  of 
Vafa,  the  count  de  Herd,  and  baron  de 
Horn,  w^ere  at  the  head  of  this  enterprife. 
Arms  were  coUeded  ;  failors  had  been  en- 
gaged ;  and  the  fignal  was  about  to  be  given, 
when  the  fiâtes  received  information  of  their 
defign.  Count  de  Hord  betook  himfelf  to 
flight  ;  but  count,  de  Brahe,  trufling  to  his 
birth,  his  rank,  and  the  remonflrances  of 
the  court,  remained,  and  was  conduced  to 
prifon.  All  thofe  who  were  fufpeded  fhared 

the 
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the  fame  fate.  Being  brought  to  trial  before 
a  tribunal,  the  members  of  which  were  both 
judges  and  accufers,  hatred  and  animofity 
pronounced  the  fentence  of  death.  Count 
de  Brahe,  baron  de  Horn,  and  three  others, 
were  publicly  beheaded,  in  the  capital,  op- 
pofite  to  the  church  of  Riddarholm,  while 
the  king's  guards  attended  to  preferve  good 
order. 

Thus  did  the  party  of  the  hats^  which  at 
that  time  prevailed,  manifeft  its  zeal  for  a 
liberty  more  fatal  than  ufeful  to  the  nation. 
The  influence  of  the  king  was  too  much 
weakened,  and  the  equilibrium  of  the  dif- 
ferent powers  had  difappeared  ;  liberty  was 
unacquainted  with  the  reftraint  of  clear  and 
permanent  laws  ;    and  the  interefts  of  the 
people  were  not  concentred  in  one  focus, 
the  welfare  of  the  public.     The  two  fac- 
tions, that  of  the  hats^  and  that  of  the  caps^ 
the  one  fupported  by  France,  and  the  other 
by  England  and  RufTia,  triumphed  in  turns, 
according  to  the  abilities  of  their  chiefs.  The 
court  wavered  between  thefe  two  fadlions, 
neither  of  which  favoured  it  ;  and  the  diets 

were 
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were  like  theatres  in  which  oppofite  paf- 
fions  contended.  During  thefe  debates,  dif- 
order  prevailed  in  the  adminiflration,  and 
the  national  virtues  loft  all  their  energy; 
One  diet  overturned  what  another  had 
wifely  eftablifhed  ;  and  the  Swedes,  natu- 
rally tractable,  honeft,  and  loyal,  acquired  a 
fpirit  of  intrigue,  venality,  and  revolt. 

Such  was  the  ftate  of  the  kingdom  when 
Guftavus  III.  aflumed  the  fceptre.  This 
prince  offered  his  mediation,  but  it  was  re- 
jeâ:ed  ;  and  though  he  remonftrated  and 
entreated,  his  fuccefs  was  ft  ill  the  fame. 
He  at  length,  however,  had  recourfe  to  an 
aâ:  of  vigour  which  was  not  expeded.  Sure 
of  France,  and  having  perfect  confidence  in 
the  greater  part  of  the  army,  he  addrefled 
himfelf  to  the  nation,  traced  out  a  picture  of 
the  condition  of  the  kingdom,  and  laid  be- 
fore them  his  defigns.  His  eloquent  and 
perfuafive  harangue,  notwithftanding  its  be- 
ing delivered  in  a  language  foreign  to  the 
kings  of  Sweden  fmce  the  time  of  Charles 
XII.  was  liftened  to  with  attention  :  as  it 
announced  a  beneficent  projeâ:,  the  re-efta- 
H  blifhment 
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blifhment  of  good  order  and  of  public  hap- 
pinefs,  it  met  with  univerfal  applaufe,  and 
the  triumph  of  the  monarch  was  complete. 
The  revolution  began  on  the  19th  of  Au- 
guft,  1772,  and  on  the  21ft  of  the  fame 
month  it  was  fully  accomplifhed.  The  exe- 
cution of  thofe  enterprifes  which  change  the 
face  of  empires  has  too  often  been  marked 
with  blood  :  this,  however,  was  effeded 
without  any  ;  and  it  was  concluded  with  a 
celerity  of  vv^hich  it  would  be  difficult  to 
find  an  example  in  hiftory. 

The  form  of  government  figned  by  the 
Hates,  upon  this  occafion,  is  as  follows:  The 
king  fhall  be  the  only  and  fupreme  chief  of 
the  nation  ;  but  bound  to  refped  the  efta- 
blilhed  laws,  which  fhall  alone  determine 
refpeding  the  honour,  the  happinefs,  and  the 
iives  of  his  fubjeds.  The  fenators  Ihali  be 
his  counfellors,  and  give  him  their  advice, 
Sometimes  as  a  body,  and  fometimes  fcpa- 
ïately.  The  king,  however,  fhall  have  the 
right  of  deciding,  except  in  affairs  of  juflice, 
in  which  he  fhall  have  only  two  votes,  and 
«  decifive  vote  in  cafes  where  the  votes  upon 

both 
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both  fides  are  equal.  Senators  appoînted  by 
the  king  ihall  be  refponfible  to  him  only. 
Other  offices  fhall  alfo  be  in  his  gift  :  a 
very  important  privilege,  in  a  country  where 
great  fortunes  are  uncommon,  and  where 
there  are  few  citizens  who  poflefs  indepen- 
dence. The  king  may  redore  to  their  ho- 
nours and  eftates,  thofe  whom  the  laws  have 
deprived  of  them  ;  and  he  may  pardon  fuch 
criminals  as  have  been  capitally  convidted. 
Different  bodies  fhall  be  appointed  to  fup- 
port  the  monarch  in  the  internal  admini- 
ftration  of  the  kingdom.  The  army  fhall 
take  an  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  king  and  the 
ftates.  The  reprefentatives  of  the  nation 
fhall  not  affemble  but  when  convoked  by  the 
king  ;  and  their  deliberations  fhall  not  con- 
tinue beyond  three  months  at  moft.  The 
king  fhall  confult  the  fiâtes  refpe6ling  any 
reformation  in  the  laws  ;  and  the  fiâtes  fhall 
confult  him,  in  their  turn,  concerning  the 
fame  important  obje£t.  The  king  alone 
fhall  have  the  right  of  coining  the  current 
money;  but  he  muft  have  the  confent  of 
the  fiâtes,  in  order  to  change  its  value. 
H  2  Their 
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Their  confent  is  alfo  neceffary  for  carrying 
on  offenfive  wars  ;  but,  if  the  kingdom  is 
attacked,  he  may  march  troops  into  the 
field  by  his  own  authority,  and  even  raife 
fubfidies,  in  cafes  of  neceffity.  Thefe  fub- 
fidies,  however,  fhall  ceafe  with  the  war  ; 
and  the  fiâtes  mull  be  then  affembled,  to 
take  fuch  meafures  as  may  be  thought  moft 
expedient.  Their  approbation  fhall  be  re- 
quifite  in  all  other  cafes,  in  which  the  king 
may  be  defirous  of  levying  new  taxes. 
The  fiâtes  are  en^powered  to  appoint  the 
members  of  the  fecret  committee,  who  fhall 
deliberate  with  the  king  upon  fuch  objects 
as  it  may  be  thought  advifable  not  to  com- 
municate to  the  public.  The  four  orders 
fhall  retain  the  privileges  which  they  enjoy; 
but  none  of  them,  in  particular,  fliall  obtain 
new.  ones,  without  the  confent  of  the  reft. 
Thefe  privileges  have  often  been  a  fource  of 
divifion  and  debate:  thofe  of  the  nobility 
are  moft  extenfive,  and  the  other  orders 
have,  upon  more  than  one  occalion,  fliewn, 
that  they  were  jealous  of  them.  The  king 
alone  fhall  take  upon  him  the  adminiftration 
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of  the  German  provinces;  but  he  fliall  govern 
them  according  to  the  conventions  of  the 
peace  of  Weftphalia.  The  cities  of  Sv^^eden 
ihall  be  maintained  in  the  full  pofTeflion  of 
thofe  rights  which  they  formerly  acquired; 
but  they  Ihall  neverthelefs  refign  them  when 
the  common  good  may  require  fuch  a  facri- 
fice.  The  bank  of  Stockholm  fhall  remain 
under  the  guarantee  of  the  ftates — a  very 
material  article  for  the  profperity  of  the 
kingdom,  as  the  fupport  of  national  credit 
depends  eflentially  upon  it.  The  kingdom 
declared  hereditary  under  Guftavus  I.  fhall 
be  fo  for  ever.  The  heir  to  the  throne  Ihall 
take  his  feat  in  the  council  at  the  age  of 
eighteen,  and  at  twenty  he  fhall  be  major. 

The  new  form  of  government  was  fanc- 
tioned  by  univerfal  approbation,  and  the 
feeds  of  difcord  feemed  to  be  deflroyed  by 
this  revolution  :  but  the  calm  did  not  long 
continue,  and  new  clouds  obfcured  the  po- 
litical horizon  of  Sweden.  About  the  end 
of  the  diet  of  1778,  the  harmony  between 
the  king  and  the  reprefentatives  of  the  na- 
tion w^as  a  little  interrupted  ;  but  during  that 
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6f  1786  a  decided  oppofitîon  Was  formed. 
Of  four  propofitions  offered  by  the  king,  one 
only  was  paffed.  It  was  refolved  that  a 
junâ:ion  of  the  three  orders  was  necefTary 
to  form  a  plurality,  except  in  cafes  relating 
to  taxes,  or  the  particular  privileges  of  each 
order.  The  ftates  agreed  alfo  that  the  term 
welfare,  employed  in  the  paragraph  refped:- 
ing  the  form  of  government  which  fixes  the 
privileges  of  the  citizen,  fhould  comprehend 
offices  likewife  ;  and  that  people  could  not  be 
deprived  of  them,  without  a  legal  procefs. 
The  determination  of  the  fiâtes,  on  thefe 
two  points,  being  communicated  to  the 
king,  he  declared  that  they  were  agreeable 
to  his  own  ideas. 

Two  years  had  elapfed  after  the  holding 
of  this  diet,  when  the  army  was  conducted 
into  Finland,  with  an  intention  of  combat- 
ing the  Ruffians,  which  it  indeed  did,  un- 
til feveral  of  the  officers,  pretending  that 
Sweden  had  not  been  attacked,  refufed  to 
ferve,  and  entered  into  a  négociation  with 
the  court  of  Ruffia.  The  king,  finding  that 
he  could  not  depend  upon  his  troops,  quitted 
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Finland,  and  having  traverfed  feveral  of  the 
northern  and  weftern  provinces  of  Sweden, 
harangued  the  Dalecarlians  on  the  fame  fpot 
where  Guftavus  I.  addreffed  them,  when  he 
had  recourfe  to  their  valour,  to  deliver  his 
country  from  a  foreign  yoke.     Thefe  brave 
mountaineers  offered  to  raife,  at  their  own 
expence,  a  body  of  troops,  whom  his  ma- 
jefty  might  difpofe  of  as  he  thought  proper. 
Every  heart  was  touched  by  the  eloquence 
of  the  Swedifh  monarch  ;   and  the  people 
every  where  declared  in  his  favour.    Setting 
out  for  Gottenburg,  he  arrived  there  when 
the  Danes  were  about  to  befiege  it  ;  but  his 
prefence  revived  the  courage  of  the  inhabi- 
tants, and  the  projeâ;  of  the  enemy  mifcar- 
ried.     In  the  mean  while,  the  troops  who 
remained  at  Stockholm,  had  orders  to  march 
towards  Gottenburg  ;  and  the  defence  of  the 
capital,  the  caftle,  and  the  royal  family  was 
entrufted  to  the  citizens.     Againft  the  of- 
ficers of  Finland  there  appeared  feveral  ano- 
nymous publications,  which  accufed  them 
of  treafon  ;  and  in  fome  of  them  the  mod 
odious  imputations  were  thrown  upon  the 
H  4  whole 
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whole  body  of  the  nobility.  Two  refpeC- 
table  powers,  wifhing  to  preferve  an  equili- 
brium in  the  north,  offered  their  mediation, 
and  interefted  themfelves  in  behalf  of  the 
king  of  Sweden.  His  majefty  returned  to 
the  capital  on  the  19th  of  December,  1788, 
and  entering  the  city  in  triumph,  was  re- 
ceived amidft  the  acclamations  of  an  im- 
menfe  crowd  of  fpedators.  Next  morning 
he  repaired  to  the  town-houfe,  exprefled  his 
gratitude  to  the  citizens  in  the  moft  polite 
terms,  and  aflured  them  of  his  royal  af- 
fedion. 

The  diet  having  met  on  the  26th  of  Ja- 
nuary, 1789,  the  king  requefled  that  the  re- 
prefentatives  of  the  nation  would  appoint  a 
fecret  committee,  with  whom  he  might  de- 
liberate on  the  ftate  of  affairs.  A  committee 
was  accordingly  appointed  ;  but  the  nobility 
wilhed,  that  they  might  receive  inflrudions 
to  ferve  them  as  a  guide,  and  to  limit  their 
powers.  The  marfhal  of  the  diet  declared 
that  the  king  confidered  the  propofal  of  the 
nobility  contrary  to  the  eftablifhed  form  of 
government.     During  the  difcuflion  of  this 

point 
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point  the  marfhal  having  experienced  a  very 
violent  oppofition  from  fome  of  the  mem- 
bers, complained  to  the  king,  and  refufed  to 
make  his  appearance  at  the  hotel  of  the  no- 
bility until  he  had  obtained  fatisfadtion. 
On  the  17th  of  February,  the  four  orders 
were  convoked  in  the  hall  of  the  fiâtes,  and 
the  king  delivered  a  difcourfe  replete  vi^ith 
force  and  energy.  He  demanded  that  the 
nobility  fliould  make  a  proper  reparation  to 
the  marfhal,  by  expunging,  from  their  re- 
giflers,  thofe  deliberations  which  related  to 
the  difficulties  that  had  arifen  between  the 
chamber  and  its  prefident  ;  that  a  deputation 
fhould  be  fent  to  offer  an  apology  to  the 
marfhal,  and  to  accompany  him  to  the  hall 
of  the  order,  where  the  required  erafurc 
fhould  at  the  fame  time  be  made  in  his  pre- 
fence  ;  and  that  count  de  Ferfen,  baron 
Charles  de  Geer,  and  the  other  deputies  of 
the  nobility  mentioned  in  the  marfhal's 
complaint,  fliould  be  at  the  head  of  this  de- 
putation. The  nobility,  however,  main- 
tained that  the  complaint  was  ill  founded, 
and  refufed  to  comply  with  the  king's  order. 

Affairs 
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Affairs  could  not  long  remain  in  this  Hate  of 
violence.  A  deputation  from  the  'clergy, 
citizens,  and  peafants,  repaired  to  the  caftle, 
and  begged  the  king  to  take  fuch  meafures 
as  he  might  judge  proper  to  reflore  adivity 
and  vigour  to  the  diet.  On  the  20th  of 
February,  the  deputies  of  the  equeftrian  or- 
der, who  had  fignalized  themfelves  moft  by 
their  refiftance,  were  arrefled  and  conveyed 
to  prifon. 

Next  morning  a  full  affembly,  compofed 
of  the  four  orders  united,  was  held  in  the 
hall  of  the  ftates.  The  king  opened  the 
meeting  by  a  fpeech  ;  and  having  explained 
his  reafons  for  fecuring  the  perfons  of  the 
deputies,  the  marfhaFs  baton,  which  he 
had  refigned,  was  reftored  to  him.  Prince 
Charles,  duke  of  Sudermania,  delivered  a 
very  remarkable  difcourfe,  in  which  he  be- 
ftowed  the  greateft  encomiums  on  the  army, 
and  declared,  that,  during  the  whole  time  it 
was  under  his  command,  he  had  obferved 
nothing  in  that  body,  but  exemplary  obe» 
dienc€,  and  the  moft  ardent  zeal  for  the  fer- 
vice  :  he  concluded  with  exhorting  the  re- 
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prefentatlves  of  the  nation  to  exert  them- 
felves  in  promoting  the  happinefs  of  the 
ftate,  and  to  entertain  no  -views  contrary  to 
the  end  of  their  convocation.  When  the 
duke  of  Sudermania  had  finifhed  his 
fpeech,  the  king  again  addrefled  the  aflemi- 
bly,  and  recurring  to  what  he  had  before 
faid,  refpeding  the  fpirit  of  difcord  and 
party  kept  up  by  the  infinuations  of  fo- 
reigners, he  afcribed  this  fpirit  to  private  in- 
tereft,  which  dividing  the  orders,  fomented 
hatred,  envy,  intrigues,  and  cabals.  After 
this  introduction,  a  fundamental  law  was 
prefented  to  the  ftates,  under  the  denomina- 
tion of  an  Act  of  Union  and  Safety^  a  copy  of 
which  follows. 

With  a  view  to  banifh,  at  all  times,  from 
us  and  from  our  dear  country,  thofe  violent 
commotions,  which,  through  the  fault  of  in- 
dividuals fired  with  ambition  and  a  thirft  of 
power  ;  by  fecret  intrigues  carried  on  by  fo- 
reigners, and  by  jealoufy  and  difcord  ex- 
cited among  the  three  orders  of  the  king- 
dom, have  fo  often  endangered  the  exift- 
ence  of  the  ftate,  as  well  as  public  fecurity, 
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and  produced  divifion,  not  only  among  the 
fubjedts,  but  even  between  the  monarch 
and  the  nation  ;  and  in  order  to  eftabUfh 
fundamental  principles,  which  may  ferve  as 
a  bafis  to  conftitutional  laws,  by  removing, 
for  the  future,  every  obfcurity  and  partial 
addition,  it  has  pleafed  our  moft  gracious  fo- 
vereign,  for  himfelf  and  fucceflbrs,  to  agree 
with  us  to  the  following  j^cl  of  Union  and 
Safety, 

Art.  I.  We  acknowledge  that  we  have 
an  hereditary  king,  empowered  to  govern 
the  kingdom,  to  maintain  it  in  fafety,  and 
to  defend  it  ;  to  declare  war,  to  make 
peace,  and  to  conclude  treaties  of  alliance 
■with  foreign  powers  ;  to  diftribute  favours, 
to  pardon  criminals,  to  reftore  honours  and 
pofleffions,  to  difpofe  according  to  his  good 
pleafure  of  all  the  offices  of  the  kingdom, 
which  muft  be  filled  with  natives  of  Sweden, 
and  to  fupport  the  tribunals  and  the  laws. 
Other  public  affairs  fhall  be  managed  in 
fuch  a  manner  as  his  majefty  fhall  think 
mofl  conducive  to  the  welfare  of  the  flate. 

Art.  II.  We  confider  ourfelves  as  free 
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fubjeds,  obedient  to  the  laws,  and  enjoying 
fecurity  under  a  king  legally  crowned,  who 
governs  us  according  to  the  laws  eftablifhed 
in  Sweden.  And  in  quality  of  fubje(Sts  all 
equally  free,  we  are  entitled  alfo  to  enjoy, 
under  the  protection  of  the  laws,  privileges 
the  fame  in  every  refpeâ:  whatever  ;  confe- 
quently,  the  king's  fupreme  tribunal,  in 
which  all  affairs  of  juftice  and  revifion  ter- 
minate, and  in  which  his  majefly  has  two 
votes,  muft  be  compofed  of  members  both 
peafants  and  nobility  ;  and  for  the  future, 
the  number  of  fenators,  entitled  to  fit  in  this 
tribunal,  fhall  entirely  depend  on  the  good 
pleafure  of  the  king,  his  majefty  engaging 
at  the  fame  time,  that  all  and  each  fhall  be 
proteded  againfl  every  aâ:  of  violence,  and 
that  no  one  fhall  fuffer,  either  in  his  body, 
limbs,  or  poffeffions,  until  he  has  been  tried 
according  to  the  laws. 

Art.  III.  A  nation  equally  free  ought 
to  have  equal  privileges,  and,  confequently, 
all  orders  ought  to  be  entitled  to  pofFefs 
lands  in  their  common  country,  in  fuch 
manner,  however,  that  the  nobility  may  re- 
tain 
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tain  their  ancient  rights,  on  the  footing 
cftabUlhed,  and  hitherto  obferved,  of  pof- 
fefling  noble  and  free  lands,  called  y^/(?r/V, 
ro  and  roers  hemmatty  and  infohie  hcnunan^  in 
Scandia,  Halland,  and  Blekingen.  Befides, 
no  change  fhall  be  made  in  the  nature  of 
copy-holds,  nor  in  their  diftinâiion  from 
other  lands.  The  obligation,  however,  of 
furnifhing  horfes  to  travellers  fhall  be  the 
fame  in  all  eftates,  the  fieteriers.  the  ro  and 
roers  hemman,  and  the  infokne  hemman  and 
hojiellen  excepted.  The  right  of  the  pea- 
fants  to  purchafe  the  rents  of  royal  lands, 
and  to  convert  them  into  taxed  lands,  as, 
well  as  the  fecure  pofTeffion  of  thefe  acquifi- 
tions,  has  been  already  fixed  by  a  particular 
ordonance,  equally  fecure  as  if  it  had  been 
inferted  in  the  prefent  aâ:. 

Art.  IV.  High  dignities,  the  principal 
offices  of  the  ftate,  and  places  at  court,  fhall 
■'be  held  exclufively  by  perfons  of  the  equef- 
trian  order.     Their  abilities,  merit,  expe- 
rience, and  the  example  which  they  have 
i^ven  of  the  focial  virtues,  fhall  be  the  only 
and  legal  titles  to  every  other  fuperior  cwr 
5  inferior 
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inferior  pod  and  employment  in  the  king- 
dom, without  regard  to  birth  or  any  ordef 
whatever.  In  cafe,  however,  that  any  pea- 
fant,  inverted  with  a  charge,  fhall  be  raifed 
to  the  rank  of  gentleman,  he  cannot,  for  the 
fafety  of  the  peafants,  longer  hold  an  office 
which  he  may  have  before  obtained  and 
occupied  under  the  denomination  of  a  pea- 
fant. 

Art.  V.  As  true  liberty  confifts  in  giv- 
ing freely,  for  the  fupport  of  the  kingdom, 
what  may  be  judged  neceffary,  the  Swedifh 
nation  has  the  inconteftable  right  of  deli- 
berating with  the  king  on  this  fubjeâ:,  and 
of  granting  or  refufmg  fupplies. 

Art.  VI.  During  the  fitting  of  the  diet, 
the  ftates  of  the  kingdom  fhall  not  take 
into  confideration  any  objeâs  but  fuch  as 
are  propofed  by  the  king,  as  was  ufual  be- 
fore the  year  1680. 

Art.  VII.  The  privileges  granted  to  the 
nobility  and  clergy  in  1723,  and  the  well- 
acquired  rights  and  privileges  of  cities,  are 
confirmed,  in  all  points,  not  contrary  to  the 

prefent  ad  of  fafetv. 
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Art.  VIII.  Every  king  of  Sweden,  on 
his  acceffion  to  the  throne,  fhall  fign  the 
prefent  ÂB  of  Union  and  Safety,  He  fhall 
never  be  permitted  to  make  the  leaft  propo- 
fal,  or  attempt  whatever,  to  introduce  the 
fmalleft  change  in  the  literal  tenor  of  it; 
nor  to  give  it  a  different  meaning,  or  ex- 
planation. And  in  cafe  the  royal  family 
fhall  become  cxtind:,  the  king  eledled  muft 
maintain  all  the  rights  herein  fpecified,  and 
bind  himfelf  to  obferve  them  without  the 
leaft  alteration. 

Art.  IX.  The  form  of  government  efta- 
blilhed  on  the  2 2d  of  Auguft,  1 772,  fhall  be, 
permanent  and  invariable,  in  all  points,  not 
changed  by  the  prefent  ad. 

This  ad  being  read,  the  king  aiked  whe- 
ther the  ftates  would  receive  it  as  a  funda- 
mental law.  Among  the  clergy,  the  citi- 
zens, and  the  order  of  the  peafants,  there 
was  a  decided  majority  in  its  favour;  but  a 
plurality  of  the  nobility  having  anfwered  in 
the  negative,  the  difcuflion  of  this  important 
afï^ir  was  referred  to  the  ftates. 

The  fpeakers  of  the  clergy,  the  citizens, 

and 
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and  the  peafants  figned  this  ad,  in  the 
name  of  their  refpedive  orders  ;  but  the 
nobiUty  always  refufed,  and  remonftrated 
againft  it.  They  pretended,  that  the  A^  of 
Union  and  Safety  was  an  abfolute  infringe- 
ment of  the  conftitution  ;  and  that  the  con- 
fent  of  the  four  orders  was  necefiary  before 
it  could  pafs.  Though  the  king  confidered 
the  queftion  as  decided,  three  of  the  orders 
having  unanimously  acknowledged  the  new 
law,  it  was  however  neceflary  to  put  an  end 
to  the  conteft.  The  marfhal,  therefore,  was 
deputed  to  the  king,  who  declared,  in  pre- 
fence  of  the  fpeakers  of  the  three  orders, 
that  fmce,  by  the  decrees  of  the  diet  of  1 786, 
and  the  form  of  government  then  eftablifli- 
ed,  every  ad  ferving  to  explain  the  confti- 
tution  (fuch  as  the  A^  of  Union  and  Safety^ 
ought  to  acquire  the  force  of  a  law,  by  a 
plurality  of  three  orders  againft  one,  the 
marflial  was  fully  authorized,  and  even 
bound  in  duty,  to  fign  the  ad  in  the  name 
of  the  equeftrian  order,  of  which  he  was 
the  chief.  The  marfnal  having  figned  it, 
the  king  ordered  him  and  the  fpeakers  not 
I  to 
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to  permit,  after  that  day,  any  thing  to  be  pro- 
pofed  contrary  to  the  adt,  which  for  the  fu- 
ture {hould  be  confidered  as  a  conftitutional 
law.  In  the  firfl  afTembly  of  the  nobiUty, 
the  marfhal's  conduct  was  difa vowed,  and  a 
proteft  w^as  entered  againft  his  fignature. 

When  the  diet  was  terminated,  a  folemn 
fanûion  to  the  À31  of  Union  and  Safety  was 
not  found    in    its    decrees.     This  fandion 
was  given  by  the  king  on  the  3d  of  April, 
1 789,  and  the  ad,  printed  at  the  royal  print- 
ing-office, was  publifhed  in  all  the  churches 
as  a  fundamental  law  of  the  kingdom.     It 
concluded  with  a  claufe  containing   fome 
points  which  deferve  to  be  remarked.     The 
judges  of  the  higher  and  lower  tribunals,  as 
well  as  all  thofe  in  office  who  have  not  the 
rank  of  confidential  ferv ants  to  the  king,  or 
who  hold  no  fhare  in  the  government,  can- 
not be  divefted  of  their  charges,  but  by  a 
legal  trial.     The  privileges  of  the  nobility, 
clergy,  cities,  and  whole  country,  are  ex- 
prefsly  confirmed*.     By  another  decree  of 

the 

*  The  privileges  of  the  nobility  appeared  on  the  loth  of 
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the  îî:ing  the  fenate  has  lately  been  fup- 
prefled;  and  the  fupreme  tribunal  mentioned 
in  the  Aci  of  Union  and  Safety  fupplies  the 
place  of  that  ancient  body. 

It  may  be  here  neceflary  to  give  an  ac- 
count of  the  prefent  organifation  of  the  diet. 
It  is  compofed  of  the  king  and  the  four  or- 
ders, the  nobility,  clergy,  citizens  and  pea- 

Oftober,  1723,  the  principal  of  which  were  as  follow:  The 
king  promifes  to  beftow  all  the  high  offices  on  the  nobility  ; 
they  fhall  be  at  liberty  to  carry  on  trade  ;  the  lands  of  the  no- 
bility, which  have  been  confifcated,  fhall  not  remain  with  the 
crown  ;  they  may  be  redeemed  by  any  one  of  the  family,  and 
failing  the  family,  by  any  Swedifli  gentleman  ;  but  they  can 
be  purchafed  by  no  peafant. 

The  privileges  of  the  clergy,  which  appeared  alfo  on  the 
i€th  of  Oclober,  the  fame  year,  were  to  the  following  purpofe: 
The  king  confirms  to  the  clergy,  the  revenues  and  donations 
which  have  been  given  them,  and  particularly  the  P''ederlag 
or  a  certain  quantity  of  corn  alligned  them  from  the  crown 
lands,  and  eilates  of  individuals,  at  a  time  when  there  were  no 
inns,  to  enable  them  to  fhew  their  hofpitality  to  ftrangers  ; 
no  royal  duties  fhall  be  levied  from  the  rents,  or  revenues, 
of  the  clergy  ;  lodging-houfes  for  travellers,  and  the  tithe  of 
feed,  fViall  not  be  fubjedl  to  any  infpeôion  from  governors,  in- 
tendants, or  others  employed  by  the  king  ;  the  privileges  of 
cities  and  citizens  fhall  relate  principally  to  the  exercife  of 
trades  and  commerce  ;  thofe  granted  to  the  country  or  order 
of  peafants,  are  in  a  great  mcafure  contained  in  the  Aâ  cf 
Union  and  Safety, 

I  2  fants, 
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fants.  The  nobility  are  divided  into  three 
clafles,  that  of  counts  and  barons,  that  of 
knights  or  ancient  gentlemen,  without  titles, 
and  that  of  efquires,  Sven,  comprehending  all 
untitled  gentlemen  who  have  obtained  let- 
ters of  nobility  fnice  the  reign  of  Charles  XL 
There  are  reckoned  to  be  in  Sweden  1300 
noble  families,  which  is  a  great  number  in 
a  kingdom  containing  fcarcely  three  millions 
of  inhabitants.  The  eldelt  of  each  family 
fits  in  the  diet,  under  the  name  of  caput  fa- 
milice.  The  regulations  drawn  up  by  Guf- 
tavus  Adolphus,  and  known  under  the  title 
of  Regulations  for  -the  Hotel  of  the  Nobiliiy^ 
ferve  as  a  guide  to  this  order  during  the  fit- 
ting of  the  ftates.  A  marfhal  appointed  by 
the  king  prefides  over  their  deliberations, 
and  in  his  abfence  the  oldeft  count. 

The  fourteen  prelates  of  the  kingdom, 
that  is  to  fay,  the  archbifhop  of  Upfal  and 
the  thirteen  bifhops,  have  a  right,  by  their 
offices,  to  affift  at  the  diet,  and  each  arch- 
deaconry deputes  one  or  two  reprefentatives, 
ele(5ted  by  a  plurality  of  votes.  Every  be- 
neficed clergyman  whatever  has  a  right  of 

voting 
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Totîng  at  thefe  eledions  ;  but  tbofe  gene- 
rally chofen  are  archdeacons  or  reâiors.  The 
expences  of  thefe  deputies  are  defrayed  by 
their  conftituents.  The  archbiihop  of  Up- 
fal  is  fpeaker  of  the  order,  and  failing  him 
the  bifhop  of  Linkœping. 

The  citizens  are  reprefented  by  the  depu- 
ties of  cities.  Stockholm  has  ten  ;  cities  of 
the  fécond  clafs  have  two  or  three,  and  the 
reft  fend  only  one.  It  fometimes  happens, 
that  two  fmall  cities  are  reprefented  by  the 
fame  perfon,  for  the  fake  of  economy,  be- 
caufe  the  expences  of  the  deputies  muft  be 
defrayed  by  their  conftituents.  To  be  qua- 
lified to  vote,  one  muft  be  a  citizen,  and 
twenty-four  years  of  age:  thofe  who  are 
eleded  muft  have  alfo  attained  to  the  fame 
age,  and  have  been  enrolled  citizens  three 
years. 

Farmers  who  cultivate  lands  belonging  to 
them  and  their  defcendants,  as  long  as  they 
fulfil  their  engagements  with  the  crown, 
conftitute  in  the  diet  the  order  of  peafants. 
Sweden  is  the  only  country  where  the  re- 
prefentatives  of  the  body  of  labourers  form 

I  3  a  fe- 
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a  feparate  and  diftind  clafs  in  the  national 
aflembly.  Many  deliberations  refpeding  the 
public  interefts  may  arife,  and  many  objects 
may  occur,  which  a  peafant  can  neither  be? 
acquainted  with  nor  appreciate  ;  but  there 
are  many  difcuiTed  alfo,  which  concern  him 
in  a  peculiar  manner,  and  for  the  explana- 
tion of  which,  his  fentiments  may  be  of  the 
greateft  utility.  In  difcuffions  even  which 
appear  to  be  beyond  his  kno.vledge,  he  may 
catch  fome  luminous  points  of  view,  if  the 
fubjeâ:  be  prefented  to  him  in  a  proper  light, 
without  any  falfe  colouring.  Plain  good 
fenfe  and  natural  logic  judge  often  as 
foundly,  as  the  mind  cultivated  by  appli- 
cation and  ftudy.  Each  bailliwick  appoints 
a  deputy,  and  defrays  his  expences.  The 
order  of  the  peafants,  and  that  of  the  citi- 
zens have  a  fpeaker  named  by  the  king, 
who  alfo  appoints  a  fecretary  to  the  pea- 
fants :  his  office  is  a  civil  employment;  and 
he  has  always  a  great  deal  of  influence. 
The  army  may  be  reprefented  in  the  ftates 
when  fummoned  to  attend  by  letters  of 
convocation  :  the  colonels  of  the  different 
5  regiments. 
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regiments,  and  a  certain  number  of  commif- 
fioned  officers,  are  its  deputies.  There  are 
in  Sweden  feveral  proprietors  of  land,  mines, 
and  forges,  who  belong  to  none  of  the  four 
orders  of  the  kingdom  :  as  this  clafs  of  citi- 
zens did  not  exift  when  the  ftates  were 
organifed,  they  are  not  at  prefent  repre- 
fented. 

The  opening  and  clofmg  of  the  diet  ex- 
hibits a  grand  and  beautiful  fpedacle.  The 
king,  in  all  the  infignia  of  royal  majefty, 
goes  from  the  caftle  to  the  cathedral,  fol- 
lowed by  the  ftates  in  proceffion,  and  divine 
fervice  is  performed  as  ufual,  except  that 
the  fermon  is  always  preached  by  a  bifhop. 
From  the  cathedral  his  majefty  repairs  to  a 
hall  in  the  caftle,  deftined  for  receiving  the 
reprefentatives  of  the  nation  ;  the  aflembly 
is  then  formed,  and  the  monarch,  feated  on 
his  throne,  delivers  a  difcourfe,  to  which  the 
iljarftial  and  the  fpeakers  return  an  anfwer.  If 
there  are  any  petitions  to  be  laid  before  the 
ftates,  they  are  read  by  the  chancellor  of  the 
court.  Every  thing  engages  the  attention 
of  the  fpe(Stator,  in  this  auguft  fcene  ;  but 
T  4  nothing 
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nothing  ftrikes  him  fo  much  as  the  part 
a£ted  by  the  peafants.  How  delightful  to 
fee  the  labourer,  in  a  fimple  and  ruftic  drefs, 
take  his  feat  clofe  to  other  citizens  ;  approach 
the  throne  with  confidence,  and  fpeak  to  his 
fovereign  without  fear,  and  without  embar- 
raffment  !  Ye  unfortunate  peafants  of  Ruf- 
fia  and  Poland,  how  different  is  your  condi- 
tion from  this  noble  flate  of  exiftence  !  You 
moiften  the  earth  with  the  fweat  of  your 
brows  ;  you  till  it  with  pain  ;  and  the  fweet 
idea  of  none  of  thofe  privileges  or  advan- 
tages which  do  honour  to  humanity,  and 
exalt  mankind,  ever  alleviates  your  misfor- 
tunes, or  carries  joy  and  confolation  to  your 
cottages  !  You  have  neither  country  nor 
poffeflions  J  a  cruel  defpot  facrifices  you  to 
his  caprice  -,  and  you  dare  not  give  vent  to 
thofe  complaints  which  a  torn  and  bleeding 
heart  conveys  to  your  lips  !  Forgive,  O 
reader,  this  involuntary  emotion  of  a  foul 
which  loves  and  refpeds  all  mortals,  of 
whatever  rank  they  may  be — of  a  foul 
which  fuffers  when  it  beholds  man  bent 
under  the  yoke  of  misfortune,  and  which  is 
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fhocked,  and  filled  with  indignation  when 
it  fees  him  vilified  and  degraded. 

When  the  fl:ates  are  aflembled,  they  efta- 
blifh,  by  means  of  electors  chofen  by  a 
plurality  of  voices,  different  committees, 
charged  with  the  preliminary  difcuffion  of 
fuch  objeds  as  are  to  be  laid  before  them. 
Thefe  committees  tranfmit  to  their  conftitu- 
ents  the  refult  of  their  enquiries,  which 
ferve  as  a  guide  to  the  four  orders  in  their 
decrees. 

The  nobility  fit  in  their  own  hotel  ;  the 
clergy  in  the  veftry  of  the  cathedral  ;  the 
citizens  in  a  hall  of  the  town-houfe  ;  and 
the  peafants  in  another  hall  of  the  fame 
building. 


CHAP. 


tilt  A    GENERAL    VIEW 


CHAP.     VI. 


INTERNAL    ADMINISTRATION. 

IN  all  ftates  of  a  certain  extent,  the  inter- 
nal adminiftration  is  a  complicated  ma- 
chine, the  different  fprings  of  which  are  dif- 
ficult to  be  underftood.  Thofe  who  ftudy 
them,  however,  are  rewarded  for  their  la- 
bour ;  as  it  is  of  the  utmoft  importance  to 
know  by  what  means  the  repofe,  happinefs, 
and  fecurity  of  citizens  are  preferved. 

The  whole  kingdom  of  Sweden  is  divided 
into  twenty-eight  governments. 

I.  The  government  of  Upfal,  which  com- 
prehends the  greater  part  of  the  province  of 
Upland  :  the  governor  refides  at  Upfal. 

II.  The  government  of  Stockholm  ;  it 
comprehends  part  of  Upland  and  Suderma- 
nia  :  the  governor  refides  at  Stockholm. 

III.  The  government  of  Skaraburg,  which 

compre- 
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comprehends  the  eaftern  part  of  Weftrogo- 
thia  :  the  governor  refides  at  Marieholm, 
near  the  city  of  Marieftad. 

IV.  The  government  of  Obo  and  Bioerne- 
burg  ;  it  comprehends  Finland  proper,  and 
the  ifle  of  Oland.  The  governor's  refidence 
is  at  Obo. 

V.  The  government  of  Cronoberg,  which 
comprehends  the  weftern  and  fouthern  part 
of  Smoland  :  the  governor  refides  at  Crono-» 
berg,  near  the  city  of  Vexjœ. 

VI.  The  government  of  Jœnkœping; 
which  comprehends  the  northern  part  of 
Smoland  :  the  governor  refides  at  Jœnkocp- 


ing. 


VII.  The  government  of  Weftmania  ;  it 
comprehends  the  province  of  that  name,  ex- 
cept a  few  diftrids,  and  a  part  of  Upland  : 
the  governor  refides  at  Welleros. 

VIII.  The  government  of  Kymenegord, 
which  comprehends  the  province  of  that 
name:  the  governor's  refidence  is  at  Heinola. 

IX.  The  government  of  Savolax,  which 
comprehends  the  province  of  that  name  : 
the  governor  refides  at  Cuopio. 

X.  The 


124  A    GENERAL    VIEW 

X.  The  government  of  Oftrogothia  ;  it 
comprehends  the  province  of  that  name  : 
the  governor  refides  at  Linkœping. 

XI.  The  government  of  Sudermania  ;  it 
comprehends  the  weftern  part  of  that  pro- 
vince :   the  governor  refides  at  Nykœping. 

XII.  The  government  of  Nyland  and  Ta- 
vaftehus,  which  comprehends  two  provinces 
of  that  name  :  the  governor  refides  at  Ta- 
yaftehus. 

XIII.  The  government  of  Elfshurg  ;  it 
comprehends  the  fouthern  part  of  Wellro- 
gothia  and  Dalia;  the  governor  refides  at 
Wennerfburg. 

XIV.  The  government  of  Calmar,  which 
comprehends  the  eaftern  part  of  Smoland, 
and  the  ifle  of  CEland. 

XV.  The  government  of  Kopparberg, 
which  comprehends  DalecarUa  :  the  gover- 
nor refides  at  Fahlun. 

XVI.  The  government  of  Œrebro,  which 
comprehends  Nericia,  together  with  fome 
diftrids  of  Weftmania,  and  of  Wermland  : 
the  governor  refides  at  Œrebro. 

XVII.  The  government  of  Carlftad  ;  it 

compre- 
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comprehends  Wermland,  except  thofe  dif. 
trids  included  in  the  government  of  Œre- 
bro  :   the  governor  refides  at  Carlftad. 

XVIII.  The  government  of  Gefieborg, 
which  comprehends  Geftrikeland  and  Her- 
jedalia  :  the  governor  refides  at  Gefle. 

XIX.  The  government  of  v^eftern  Nor- 
land ;  it  comprehends  Medelpadia,  Onger^ 
mania  and  Hiemtland  :  the  governor  refides 
at  Hernoefand, 

XX.  The  government  of  Weftrobothnia  ; 
it  comprehends  the  province  of  that  name, 
and  all  Swedifh  Lapland,  except  the  diftri<5t 
of  Kufamo,  which  belongs  to  the  govern- 
ment of  Uleobm-g  :  the  governor  refides  at 
Gran,  near  the  city  of  Umeo. 

XXI.  The  government  of  Vafa,  which 
comprehends  the  fouthern  part  of  Oftro- 
bothnia  :  the  governor  refides  at  Vafa. 

XXÎI.  The  government  of  Uleoburg;  it 
comprehends  the  northern  part  of  Oftro- 
bothnia,  and  the  duchy  of  Kufamo  in  Lap- 
land :  the  governor  refides  at  Uleoburg. 

XXIII.  The  government  of  Gothland, 
which  comprehends  the  iiland  of  that  name  : 
the  îTOvernor  refides  at  Wifbv, 
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XXIV.  The  government  of  Malmœhus  ; 
k  comprehends  the  weftern  and  fouthern 
parts  of  Scandia  :  the  governor  refides  at 
Malmœ. 

XXV.  The  government  of  Blekingen, 
v^hich  comprehends  the  whole  province  of 
that  name  :  the  governor  refides  at  Carl- 
fcrona. 

XXVI.  The  government  of  Chrillianftad  ; 
it  comprehends  the  eaftern  and  northern 
parts  of  Scandia  :  the  governor  refides  at 
Chriftianftad. 

XXVII.  The  government  of  Halland  ;  it 
comprehends  the  whole  province  of  that 
name  :   the  governor  refides  at  Halmftad. 

XXVIII.  The  government  of  Gottenburg 
and  Bohus;  it  comprehends  fome  diftrids  of 
the  weftern  part  of  Weftrogothia,  and  the 
province  of  Bohus  :  the  governor  refides  at 
Gottenburg. 

Of  thefe  different  governments,  thofe  of 
Malmœhus,  Chriftianftad,  Blekingen,  and 
Oftrogothia  are  the  moft  populous  j  thofe  of 
Weftmania,  Kopparberg,  Carlftad  and  Œre- 
bro,  the  richeft  in  mines  and  forges.  The 
governors,  fourteen  of  whom  are  included 

in 
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în  the  military  rank,  watch  over  the  inter- 
nal economy  of  the  country,  the  preferva- 
tion  of  good  order,  and  public  tranquillity  ; 
the  execution  of  ordonances,  and  the  levy- 
ing of  the  crown  revenues.  They  are  each 
affifted  by  a  fecretary,  a  treafurer,  and  feve- 
ral  other  fubaltern  officers.  Each  govern- 
ment has  its  chancery,  which  is  under  the 
dired:ion  of  a  fecretary. 

For  the  adminiftration  of  juftice,  the  king- 
dom is  divided  into  four  royal  courts. 

I.  That  of  Stockholm,  founded  in  1614, 
which  has  under  its  cognizance  Sweden  pro- 
per, Norway,  and  the  ifle  of  Gothland.  It 
confifts  of  a  prefident,  a  vice-prefident, 
eleven  counfellors,  and  ten  aiTeiTors.  Thirty- 
five  municipal  courts,  feven  fenefchauflees, 
and  thirty-one  territorial  jurifdidions  are 
fubjed  to  it. 

II.  That  of  Obo,  founded  in  1623,  which 
has  under  its  cognizance  the  governments 
of  Obo,  Tavafthus,  and  Kymenegord.  It 
confifts  of  a  prefident,  a  vice-prefident,  feven 
counfellors,  and  three  afleffors.  Ten  muni- 
cipal courts,  three  fenefchauflees,  and  ten 
territorial  jurifdid:ions,  are  fubjedt  to  it. 

III.  That 
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III.  That  of  Jœnkœping,  founded  in  1634, 
which  has  Gothia  under  its  cognizance.  It 
confifts  of  a  prefident,  a  "vice-prefident,  eight 
counfellors,  and  eight  afTeflbrs.  Forty-five 
municipal  courts,  nine  fenefchauffees,  and 
fifty-eight  territorial  jurifdidions,  are  fubjcâ: 
to  it. 

IV.  That  of  Vafa,  founded  in  1 775,  which 
has  under  its  cognizance  the  governments  of 
Cuopio,  Uleoburg,  and  Vafa.  It  confifts  of 
a  prefident,  a  vice-prefident,  two  counfellors, 
and  four  affe floors.  Eight  municipal  courts, 
two  fenefchauflees,  and  feven  territorial  jiï- 
rifdidions,  are  fubjed  to  it. 

The  ecclefiaftical  divifion  confifts  of  one 
archbiftiopric  and  thirteen  biihoprics. 

The  archbiftiopric  of  Upfal  is  the  only 
Lutheran  one  in  the  kingdom.  It  compre- 
hends Upland,  Weftmania,  Geftrikeland,  and 
Helfingland.  Two  hundred  and  forty-two 
parifties,  twenty- five  archdeaconries,  and  one 
hundred  and  fixty-fix  redories,  are  under  its 
jurifdidion; 

The  biflioprics,  according  to  the  rank 
affigned  them,  are  as  follow  : 

I,  The  biiliopric  of  Linkocping  ;  it  com- 
prehends 
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|)rehends  Oftrogothia,  and  a  part  of  Smo- 
ïand  :  218  parifhes,  22  archdeaconries,  and 
148  rectories  belong  to  it.  1 

IL  The  bifhopric  of  Skara,  which  com- 
prehends part  of  Weflrogothia  and  Smoland; 
172  pariflies,  9  archdeaconries,  and  114 
reâiories  belong  to  it. 

III.  The  biihopric  of  Strengna^s,  which 
comprehends  Nericia  and  Sudermania  :  158 
parifhes,  1 5  archdeaconries,  and  112  recto- 
ries belong  to  it. 

IV.  The  bifhopric  of  Wefleros,  which 
comprehends  the  greater  part  of  Weflma- 
nia  and  all  Dalecarlia  :  loi  parifhes,  14 
archdeaconries,  and  84  rectories  belong 
to  it. 

V.  The  bifliopric  of  Vexjoe,  which  com- 
prehends the  greater  part  of  Smoland  :  184 
parifhes,  12  archdeaconries,  and  88  recto- 
ries belong  to  it. 

VÏ.  The  bifliopric  of  Obo  ;  it  compre- 
hends that  part  of  Finland  which  forms  the 
governments  of  Obo,  Vafa,  Uleoburg,  and  a 
part  of  thofe  of  Nyland  and  Taveflhus,  to- 
gether with  the  diflridl  of  Kemi  in  Lapland: 
K  130 
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130  parifhes,  18  archdeaconries,  and  iiS 
reOioncB  belong  to  it. 

VII.  The  bifliopric  of  Lund,  which  com- 
prehends the  provinces  of  Scandia  and  Ble- 
kingen  :  430  parifhes,  24  archdeaconries, 
,   and  223  rectories  belong  to  it. 

VIIÎ.  The  bifhopric  of  Borgo  ;  it  com- 
prehends thofe  diftriâ:3  of  Finland  which 
form  the  governments  of  Savolax  and  Ky- 
menegord,  and  part  of  the  governments 
cf  Tavefthus  and  Nyland  :  60  parifhes,  6 
archdeaconries,  and  ^^  rediories  belong 
to  it. 

IX.  The  bifhopric  of  Gottenburg,  which 
comprehends  part  of  Weflrogothia,  and  the 
provinces  of  Bohus  and  Halland  :  253  pa- 
rifhes, 9  archdeaconries,  and  102  reâories 
belong  to  it. 

X.  The  bifliopric  of  Calmar,  which  com- 
prehends that  part  of  Smoland  which  forms 
the  government  of  Calmar,  except  a  few 
diflrids  belonging  to  the  bifhopric  of  Lin- 
kœping  :  5  8  parifhes,  8  archdeaconries,  and 
42  redories, belong  to  it. 

XL  The  bifhopric  of  Carlflad,  which  con- 
tains 
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tains  Wermland,  Dalia,  and  Nericia  :  no 
pariihes,  9  archdeaconries,  and  39  rediories 
belong  to  it. 

XII.  The  bifhopric  of  Herncsfand  ;  it 
comprehends  the  greater  part  of  Norland 
and  Swedifh  Lapland,  except  the  diftriâ:  of 
Kemi  :  128  parifhes,  7  archdeaconries,  and 
.£^  reûories  belong  to  it. 

XIIÏ.  The  bifhopric  of  Gothland,  which 
comprehends  the  iiland  of  that  name  :  94 
parifhes,  3  archdeaconries,  and  44  redories 
belong  to  it.  The  bifliop  refides  at  Wifby: 
the  other  bifliops  refide  in  the  cities  from 
which  their  diocefes  take  their  names. 

The  bodies  which,  by  order  of  the  king, 
prefide  over  the  management  of  public  af- 
fairs, are  called  colleges.  Their  names  and 
rank  are  as  follow  : 

I.  The  college  of  war,  founded  in  1630  : 
it  has  the  fuperintendence  of  the  land  forces, 
the  artillery,  fortifications,  faltpetre  works, 
ammunition,  and  army.  This  college,  fmce 
the  fiippreiTion  of  the  council-general  of  war, 
has  been  alfo  a  military  tribunal.  It  is  di- 
vided into  live  departments  j  that  of  the 
K  2  grand 
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grand  mafter  of  the  artillery  ;  that  of  the 
quarter-mafter  general  ;  that  of  the  com- 
miflfary  of  war  ;  the  office  of  civil  affairs  ; 
and  that  for  the  economical  affairs  of  the 
army.  It  confifts  of  a  prefident,  a  grand- 
mafler  of  artillery,  a  diredor  of  fortifica- 
tions, the  chief  of  the  naval  army,  a  colonel, 
two  counfeliors,  and  two  commilfaries. 

II.  The  college  of  the  admiralty,  founded 
in  1634.  It  has  the  fuperintendence  of  the 
maritime  forces,  and  of  every  thing  that  re- 
lates to  the  navy.  All  the  coafting  pilots 
are  under  its  infJDedion.  It  conflits  of  a 
prefident,  two  vice-admirals,  two  colonels, 
and  three  counfeliors. 

III.  The  college  of  the  chancery,  founded 
in  1634.  In  this  college  all  the  ordonances 
and  refolutions  which  concern  the  kingdom 
in  general,  and  cities,  public  bodies  and  in- 
dividuals, are  framed  and  prepared  :  it  is 
entrufted,  likewife,  with  the  care  and  direc- 
tion of  the  pofls,  the  archives,  the  king's 
libraries,  and  printing-offices.  It  confifts  of 
a  prefident,  the  counfellor  of  the  chancery, 
the  chancellor  of  the  court,  the  chancellor  of 

juftice, 
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juftice,  four  fecretaries  of  ftate,  the  director 
of  the  polls,  three  counfellors,  &c. 

IV.  The  college  of  the  chamber,  founded 
in  1634.  It  watches  over  the  colleûing  of 
the  public  money,  and  the  improvement  of 
cultivation.  Thofe  employed  as  tax-gather- 
ers, &c.  muft  receive  their  inftrudions 
from  this  college.  The  office  of  furvey- 
ing,  which  confifts  of  a  prefident,  a  vice- 
prefident,  and  feven  counfellors,  forms  a 
part  of  it. 

V.  The  office  of  ftate,  founded  in  1680. 
This  college  is  entrufted  with  the  diftribu- 
tion  of  the  public  revenues  ;  and  thofe  who 
manage  them  muft  addrefs  their  plans  and 
projedis  to  it.  The  members  who  compofe 
it  are  a  prefident,  a  vice-prefident,  and  two 
commiffiiries  of  ftate. 

VI.  The  college  of  mines,  w-hich  fuper- 
intends  the  working  of  the  mines,  the  ma- 
nagement of  them,  and  the  adminiftration  of 
juftice  amongft  the  miners.  It  was  efta- 
bliftied  upon  the  fame  footing  as  it  is  at  pre- 
fent,  in  1649.     ^^  confifts  of  a  prefident,  a 

K  3  vice- 
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vice-prefident,  feven  counfellors,  and  three 
afleflbrs. 

VII.  The  college  of  commerce,  founded 
in  1637.  It  has  the  fuperintendence  of  the 
trade,  manufaûiirexS,  and  cuftom-houfes  of 
the  kingdom  :  the  ofiice  of  control,  which 
confifts  of  a  prefident,  a  vice-prefident,  eight 
counfellors,  and  eight  aiTefTors,  belongs  to 
this  college. 

VIII.  The  college  of  revifi-on  of  the  cham- 
ber, founded  in  1689.  Its  deftination  is, 
to  take  care  that  all  fuits,  depending  in  the 
college  of  the  chamber,  be  terminated  ;  and 
that  the  fentences  pronounced  are  executed  : 
alfo  that  the  accounts  of  the  crown  be  in- 
fpeâ:ed,  without  delay,  audited  and  balanced. 
It  conlifts  of  a  prefident,  a  vice-prefident, 
eight  counfellors,  and  eight  affeiTors. 

IX.  The  college  of  medicine,  founded  in 
1688.  It  has  the  infpeâiion  of  every  thing 
that  relates  to  medicine,  throughout  the 
whole  kingdom  ;  and  confifts  of  a  prefident, 
a  vice-prefident,  and  twelve  affeiTors.  The 
king's  firil  phyfician  is  prefident  of  it. 

AH  thefe  colleges  fit  at  Stockholm.     In 

that 
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that  capital  there  are  alfo  feveral  other  bo- 
dies, of  inferior  rank,  but  equally  ufeful  to 
public  adminiftration.  The  principal  are, 
the  commiffioners  for  tranflating  the  Bible, 
the  commiffioners  of  laws,  the  direâiors  ge- 
neral of  the  cuftom-houfes,  the  diredtors  of 
lands  and  money  in  mortmain,  the  commif- 
fioners of  education,  and  the  diredors  of 
the  fund  eilablifhed  for  widows  and  or- 
phans. 

The  German  provinces  havea  tribunal, 
which  fits  at  Wifmar  ;  a  governor,  who  re- 
fides  at  Stralfund  ;  and  an  ecclefiaftical  fu- 
perintendant  at  Greifsvald.  All  affairs  are 
decided  in  the  laft  inflance,  by  the  king's 
council,  compofed  formerly  of  fenators,  but 
at  prefent  of  members  of  the  fupreme  tribu- 
nal, affifted  by  the  prefidents,  and  fecretaries 
of  ftate  as  reporters.  In  matters  of  equity,  the 
king  has  only  two  votes,  and  the  calling 
a/ote  when  the  votes,  on  each  ûde,  are  equal. 
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CHAP.     VIL 

RELIGION. 

IN  the  ninth  century  after  the  Chrlftian 
sera,  the  darknefs  of  ignorance  every 
where  prevailed  ;  fuperftition  /ubjeâied  the 
minds  of  men  to  the  yoke  of  a  thoufand 
errors  ;  vain  practices  were  become  effen- 
tial  parts  of  religion;  and  every  thing  was 
done  for  the  fervice  of  God,  except  what  he 
requires.  At  that  epoch,  humiliating  for 
humanity,  the  Swedes  embraced  Chriftianity, 
which  was  eftablifhed  by  Olaus,  furnamed 
the  Infant,  in  the  beginning  of  the  eleventh 
century.  When  Luther  was  preaching  the 
reformation  in  Germany,  Guftavus  mount- 
ed the  throne  of  Sweden.  That  prince  con- 
ceived a  defjgn  of  introducing  it  into  his 
ftates,  and  accompliihed  his  end.  His  fub- 
jeâ:s  yielded  to  the  influence  of  his  fuperior 
genius,  and  adopted,  almofl  imperceptibly, 
the  opinions  of  the  German  reformer.  After 

the  * 
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the  death  of  Guftavus,  diffenfions  arofe  ia 
the  kingdom,  Eric  XIV.  fhewed  an  incli- 
nation for  the  dodrine  of  Calvin,  and  fa- 
voured thofe  who  promoted  it.  John  ÎII, 
wifhed  to  re-eftabiifh  the  power  of  the  court 
of  Rome  ;  but  in  1593,  it  w^as  refolved  ia 
the  fynod  of  Upfal,  that  Lutheranifm  ihouldy 
for  the  future,  be  the  eftablifhed  religion  ia 
Sweden. 

At  the  time  of  the  reformation,  the  minds 
of  men  were  enlightened  enough  to  be  fen- 
fible,  that  abufes  had  crept  into  the  church; 
but  they  were  not  fufficiently  fo,  to  afhime 
that  mild  and  pacific  chara^ler,  which  bar- 
barous manners  and  fhameful  prejudices 
had  banifhed  from  Chriftianity.  Amidft  the 
general  fermentation  which  prevailed  at  that 
period,  it  was  doubtlêfs  neceffary  to  eftablifh 
fome  certain  creed,  and  to  admit  only  one 
form  of  worlhip  ;  but  this  precaution  by 
no  means  excluded  charity  and  toleration. 
The  true  fpirit  of  the  gofpel  might  have 
been  followed,  without  any  reftridtion,  as 
foon  as  the  work  was  cemented;  and  the 
wifdom  of  fovereigns,  iij  concert  with  the 

clergy. 
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clergy,  might  have  given  rife  to  that  unioa 
and  concord  which  now  comforts  and  de- 
lights the  foul  of  the  philofopher.  But  it  is 
well  known  from  hiftory,  that  Chrillians  of 
different  communions,  inftead  of  granting 
reciprocally  the  fame  indulgence,  in  the 
countries  where  they  were  united,  refufed 
to  each  other  thofe  privileges  which  hu- 
manity every  where  folicits  for  the  whole 
race  of  mankind. 

The  Swedes  long  entertained  an  averfion 
to  all  thofe  who  did  not  acknowledge  the 
confeffion  of  Augfburg.  During  the  whole 
of  the  laft,  and  a  part  of  the  prefent  century, 
religious  toleration  was  no  where  eftablifhed, 
but  in  the  city  of  Gottenburg:  in  all  the 
reft  of  the  kingdom,  neither  catholics  nor 
proteftants  were  tolerated  ;  for  although  they 
were  not  openly  perfecuted,  they  were  pri- 
vately molefted  and  haraffed.  Such  of  the 
clergy  as  difplayed  principles  of  wife  mode- 
ration, were  fure  of  exciting  the  difpleafure 
of  their  brethren.  Two  divines,  Terferus 
and  Mathix,  were  cenfured,  and  depofed, 
for  having  in  their  works  expreifed  the  lau- 
dable 
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4abîe  defire  of  feeing  different  Chriftian 
communions  united  and  eilabliilied  under 
one. 

When  Louis  XIV.  revoked  the  edid  of 
Nantz,  the  victims  of  that  meafure,  finding 
themxfelves  excluded  from  the  rights  of  citi- 
zens, fled  to  different  parts  of  Europe  for 
prated:ion  ;  the  mod  barren  foil  could  not 
frighten  them  :  they  had  tears  to  water  it, 
and  to  render  it  fertile.  In  the  midft  of  their 
diftreffes,  they  turned  their  eyes  alfo  to  Swcr 
den,  imagining  that  their  being  of  the  re- 
formed church  could  not  hurt  them  in  a 
proteftant  country.  Charles  XL  who  was 
then  on  the  throne,  and  who  was  employed 
in  executing  his  deligns  againft  the  nobility, 
-well  knowing  the  influence  of  the  clergy, 
always  took  care  to  confult  them  on  every 
objeâ;  of  importance.  The  demand  of  the 
French  refugees  was  therefore  fubmitted  to 
their  deliberations  ;  and  this  gave  them  a 
happy  opportunity  of  manifefl.ing  that  fpirit 
of  benevolence  and  charity,  which  the  mi- 
niiters  of  the  altar  ought  to  hold  up,  as  an 
example,  to  the  whole  world.     They  ought 

.  indeed 
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indeed  to  have  offered  a  fafe  port  to  thefe 
unfortunate  people,  toffed  about  by  the  tem- 
peft  of  misfortune,   and  they  might  have 
procured  to  their  country  ufeful  and  labori- 
ous hands  ;  but  the  clergy,  when  confulted 
by  Charles,  entertained  different  fentiments. 
They  perhaps  dreaded  the  influence  of  a 
religion  which  breathes  nothing  but  difm- 
tereflednefs  and  fimplicity  :  they  were  alfo, 
perhaps,  fully  perfuaded,  that  men  who  de- 
nied the  real  prefence,  and  free  will  ;  who 
fent  to  paradife  children  that  died  unbap- 
tized  ;  and  who  banifhed  images  from  their 
churches,  could  not  be  admitted,  without 
fcandal,  into  a  Lutheran  country.    However 
this  may  be,  the  French  proteftants,  who 
requefted  an  afylum  in  Sweden,  were  re- 
fufed  ;    and  that  kingdom  loft  a  favourable 
opportunity  of  caufmg  induftry  to  flourifh 
in  its  bofom. 

By  eftablifliing  a  French  Lutheran  church 
at  Stockholm,  for  thofe  who  taking  fhelter 
in  Sweden  might  be  defirous  of  embracing 
Lutheranifm,  Charles  thought  he  had  found 
the  means  of  conciliating  two  different  in- 
4  terefts. 
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terefls.  This  church  ftill  fubfifts  ;  but  the 
Gallico-Lutheran  congregation  was  never 
numerous. 

Under  Charles  XII.  toleration  made  very 
little  progrefs.  Thofe  peaceful  virtues,  which 
engage  the  afFe£lion  of  mild  and  gentle  fouls, 
were  altogether  unknown  to  this  obftinate 
warrior  ;  and  a  divine  of  Greifsvald  induced 
him  to  publifh  the  following  edidl  : 

"  If  any  of  the  fubjeâs  of  his  Swedifh 
majefty  fhall  change  their  religion,  they  Ihall 
be  baniflied  from  the  kingdom,  and  they  and 
their  defcendants  fhall  be  deprived  of  their 
right  of  inheritance. 

"  If  any  one  fhall  introduce  into  the  king- 
dom perfons  who  teach  a  religion  different 
from  that  of  the  country,  he  fhall  be  fub- 
jedted  to  a  fine,  and  banifhment. 

'*  Foreign  miniflers  fhall  be  allowed  the 
free  exercife  of  religion,  only  for  themfelves 
and  families. 

*'  Strangers  of  a  different  religion  fhall 
not  be  allowed  to  perform  divine  worfhip 
publicly  ;  their  childreu  fhall  be  baptifed  by 

Lutheran 
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Lutheran  minlfters,  and  educated  in  thd 
Lutheran  reUgion,  under  pain  of  forfeiting 
every  civil  privilege/' 

The  miniftèrs,  however,  of  foreign  pow- 
ers could  not  be  prevented  from  afleinbling 
in  their  chapels,  all  thofe  of  their  own  reli- 
gion who  were  eftabliihed  in  Sweden.  By 
thefe  means,  two  pretty  confiderable  com- 
munides  were  formed,  about  the  beginning 
of  the  prefent  century  :  the  one  Dutch,  un- 
der the  protection  of  the  Dutch  minifter, 
and  the  other,  partly  Englifh,  partly  French, 
under  the  protection  of  the  Englifh  mini- 
fter. The  Dutch  community  fubfifts  ftill, 
and  in  the  fame  manner  ;  but  the  Englifh 
minifter  having  been  recalled  in  1741,  the 
other  embraced  that  opportunity  of  demand- 
ing from  government,  the  free  exercife  of 
its  religion.  As  it  was  numerous  and  flou- 
rifhing,  and  as  it  was  extremely  feiTiceable 
in  promoting  commerce  and  manufacftures, 
its  requeft  was  readily  granted  ;  and  fome 
time  after  it  erected  a  church  in  the  capital. 
The  number  of  French  being  at  this  period 

greater 
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greater  than  that  of  the  Englifh,  it  was  re- 
folved,  that  divine  fervice  fhould  be  per- 
formed in  the  language  of  the  former. 

The  eflablifhment  of  this  church  was  that 
alfo  of  toleration  in  Sweden  ;   knowledge 
was    extended    in    that   country,    and    the 
Swedes,  who  wifhed  to  fee  the  ufeful  arts 
flourifh  amongft  them,  readily  comprehend- 
ed of  how  much  importance  it  was  to  col- 
lent induftrious  citizens.  Mr.  Febure,  a  rich 
merchant,  originally  from  Saintonge,  was 
admitted  to  fit  in  the  national  afTembly,  and 
obtained  letters  of  nobility  ;  and  Mr.  Bouf- 
quet,  a  gentleman  of  Languedoc,  who  had 
fled  before  the  perfecution,  attained  to  the 
rank  of  general.     One  of  the  generals,  who 
informed  him  of  his  appointment,  having 
added,  that  great  oppofition  had  been  made 
to  it,  and  that  he  had  been  in  danger  of  lof- 
ing  it  on  account  of  his  religion,   "  What  !" 
replied  Mr.  Boufquet,  "  was  not  the  fame 
favour  granted,  the  evening  before,  to  a  man 
who  had  no  religion  at  all  ?" 

About  the  year  1753,  there  was  a  colony 
of  French  refugees  iji  the  ifland  of  Zealand, 

in 
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in  Denmark;  but  being  difcontented  with 
their  fituation,  they  wiflied  to  eftablilh  them- 
felves  fomewhere  elfe.  Their  chief,  there- 
fore, who  was  called  la  Port,  being  informed 
of  the  tafte  which  the  Swedes  had  for  manu- 
faâ:ures,  propofed,  that  they  fliould  fettle  in 
Sweden,  and  government  accepted  their  of- 
fer. This  colony,  confiding  of  thirty-five 
perfons,  removed  to  Wadftena  in  Oftrogo- 
thia,  where  they  were  permitted  to  have  a 
church,  and  a  clergyman  to  perform  divine 
fervice.  Here  they  carried  on  bufmefs  for 
fome  time,  and  inftruâ:ed  fcveral  Swedifh 
workmen  ;  but  finding  afterwards  that  their 
condition  was  not  fuch  as  they  expeded, 
they  difperfed, 

Sweden  tolerated  alfo,  about  the  fame  pe- 
riod, a  fe(5t  of  pietifts,  a  whimfical  kind  of 
people,  who,  after  remaining  long  in  obfcu- 
rity,  made  themfelves  confpicuous  all  of  a 
fudden.  Difgufted  with  the  irregularities 
which  every  where  prevailed,  they  refolved 
to  feek  fome  ifland  in  the  northern  feas, 
where  they  might  be  fecluded  from  all  com- 
munication with  the  reft  of  mankind.  Un- 
luckily, 
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îuckllyj  not  one  of  them  was  acquainted 
with  the  management  of  a  veflel,  and  they 
had  fcarcely  put  to  fca  when  they  were  fen- 
fible  of  the  danger  to  which  they  expofed 
themfelves.  They  then  found  that  it  was 
better  to  remain  among  profane  mortals, 
than  to  perifh  in  the  mercilefs  ocean.  They 
however  ftill  wifhed  for  an  illand,  and  at 
length  eftablifhed  themfelves  on  that  of 
Wermdœ,  a  few  miles  diftant  from  Stock- 
holm. Their  morals  are  exemplary  ;  they 
live  in  the  greateft  tranquillity  ;  and  tempe- 
rance, peace  and  good  order  prevail  through- 
out their  whole  community. 

The  celebrated  Swedenburg,  at  fird  a 
mineraiogift,  having  become  a  theofoph, 
attraded  a  great  number  of  difciples.  A 
general  alarm  was  fpread  among  theSwedifh 
clergy,  and  fome  of  the  prelates  confrdered 
it  as  their  duty  to  examine  this  new  fyilem. 
It  refulted  from  their  examination,  that  Swe- 
denburg's  works,  being  contrary  to  the  or- 
thodox faith,  ought  not  to  be  communicated 
to  the  public.  They  however  have  always 
been  difperfed,  and  are  ftill  read  as  much  as 

L  ever» 
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ever.  The  partifans  of  the  enlightened  doc- 
tor increafe  more  and  more,  and  begin  to 
form  a  fchifm  like  other  fedts. 

The  Jews,  that  unfortunate  people  who 
wander  over  the  face  of  the  earth,  always 
oppreffed,  yet  always  exifting,  were  not  ad- 
mitted into  Sweden  till  the  year  1776,  when 
they  obtained  permiffion  to  open  fynagogues 
at  Stockholm,  Gottenburg,  Carlfcrona  and 
Norkœping.  This  toleration  gave  pleafure 
to  the  philofopher;  but  it  excited  in  the 
merchant  quite  different  fenfations.  Efta- 
blifhed,  however,  under  the  aufpices  of  rea- 
fon  and  policy,  it  received  a  folemn  fanâion 
at  the  diet  of  1778,  and  was  confirmed  by 
the  following  decree  of  the  ftates  : 

"  Since  the  free  exercife  of  religion,  grant- 
ed to  thofe  who  eftablifh  themfelves  in  the 
kingdom,  is  confiftent  with  that  toleration 
which  does  honour  to  humanity,  and  which 
is  at  prefent  introduced  into  almoft  all  well- 
regulated  ftates,  we  are  of  opinion,  that  as 
this  toleration  may  be  ufeful  to  Sweden,  in 
many  refpeds,  it  is  neceflary  to  adopt  it 
among  us,  but  with  fuch  exceptions  as  pru- 
dence. 


O  F    s  W  E  D  E  N.  147 

dence,  and  the  fundamental  laws  of  the  king- 
dom, equally  prefcribe.  Having  taken  this 
matter  into  confideration,  we  decree,  that 
the  free  exercife  of  religion  fhall  be  granted 
in  Sweden,  under  the  following  conditions  : 
"  I.  That  people  of  a  foreign  religion,  who 
wifh  to  fettle  in  Sweden,  fhall  not  be  per- 
mitted to  hold  any  office  under  government. 
"  II.That  they  fhall  not  open  public  fchools, 
for  the  purpofe  of  teaching  their  dodtrine. 

*'  III.  That  theyfliall  not  fend  mifhonaries 
either  into  the  kingdom,  or  out  of  it. 

"  IV.  That  they  fhall  not  be  permitted  to 
found  convents,  of  any  fed:  whatever. 

"  V.  That  the  Jews  fhall  open  no  fyna- 
gogues  but  at  Stockholm,  and  a  few  more 
of  the  principal  cities  of  the  kingdom,  where 
a  watchful  eye  may  be  kept  over  them. 

"  VI.  That  they  fhall  make  no  public  pro- 
cefTions,  for  fear  of  offending  the  weak. 

"  VII.  Such  Swedes  as  abandon  their  reli- 
gion, fhall  be  proceeded  againft  according 
to  the  laws  of  the  country  '■••. 

*  Bzmiflwnent,  and  a  lofs  of  all  civil  privileges,  is  the  pa- 
rifiiment  prefcribed  by  the  law  in  fiich  cafes. 

L  2  "  This 
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*'  Tliisdecifion  having  been  communicated 
to  the  king,  his  majefty,  in  his  anfwer  to  us, 
declared,  that  he  with  fatisfaQion  beheld  the 
care  which  we  had  taken  to  promote  the 
welfare  of  the  public,  by  purfuing  fuch 
ineafures  as  tended  to  increafe  population 
and  induftry.  His  majefty  having  been 
pleafed  to  coincide  in  opinion  with  i^s,  and 
to  confider  our  refolution  as  honourable  to 
humanity,  and  to  a  free  and  enhghtened 
nation,  has  approved  it,  fuch  as  we  formed 
it,  and  with  the  neceffary  exceptions.  His 
majefty  granted  his  approbation  with  the 
more  facility,  as  he  is  fully  convinced  of  the 
folidity  of  the  principles  upon  which  our 
religion  is  founded,  and  of  the  influence  it 
has  upon  the  hearts  of  all  the  Swedes.  His 
majefty  has  been  pleafed  to  add  to  our  refo- 
lution one  article,  which  is,  that  the  liberty 
of  the  prefs  ftiail  not  be  extended  to  books 
defigned  to  defend  the  principles  of  other 
religions,  or  to  combat  thofe  of  ours." 

In  the  year  1 781,  the  catholics  obtained 
an  explicit  permiflion,  to  profefs  their  reli- 
gion publicly,  under  thofe  reftridions  pre- 

fcribed 
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bribed  by  the  decree  of  the  ftates  ;  and  in 
confequence  of  this  permiffion,  the  pope 
fent  an  apoftoUcal  vicar  to  Sweden.  A 
church  had  been  creeled  in  Sweden  alfo 
for  the  Hernhutters.  The  ideas  of  count 
Zinzendorf  have  been  adopted  by  a  number 
of  the  Swedes,  and  they  have  made  many 
profelytes  ;  but  the  Hernhutters  are  a  peace- 
able, induftrious  and  charitable  people. 
This  is  the  eflence  of  religion  :  we  mufl: 
leave  the  reft  to  the  decifion  of  our  fupreme 
Judge. 

Six  years  ago,  there  arofc  another  fed:  in 
the  capital,  the  founder  of  which  was  a  me- 
chanic. This  fécond  John  of  Leyden  made 
a  great  number  of  profelytes  ;  and  his  doc- 
trine, though  a  confufed  mixture  of  the  ab- 
furdities  preached  by  former  fedlaries  of  the 
lame  kind,  was  announced  with  great  zeal, 
before  numerous  aflemblies.  As  it  was 
thought  expedient  to  prevent  the  inconve- 
niencies  likely  to  arife  from  thefe  meetings, 
which  were,  for  the  moft  part,  tumultuous, 
and  always  held  during  the  night,anorderw^as 
ifTued  to  forbid  them,  and  thofe  who  were 
L  3  refradory 
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refradory  were  even  pimlflied.  From  the 
afhes  of  martyrs  new  believers  generally 
arife  ;  the  votaries  of  the  new  fed:  increafed 
after  this  prohibition  and  feverity.  It  was 
at  length  thought  proper  to  publifli  a  co- 
medy, entitled  the  New  Se^,  and  to  ridicule 
the  founder  of  it  and  his  adherents.  This 
piece,  fpread  abroad  among  the  vulgar,  was 
aded  in  the  theatre  feveral  times,  with  the 
wiihed-for  fuccefs  :  the  ridiculous  mum- 
mery and  grimaces  of  the  fed:  were  dif- 
played  in  their  proper  light  ;  and  the  zealots 
focn  loft  all  their  difciples. 

In  that  part  of  Finland  which  is  oppofite 
to  Ruflia,  there  are  fome  diftrids  where  the 
people  obferve  the  rites  of  the  Greek  church. 
Government  fends  miffionari.es  into  Lapland, 
and  eftablifties  fchools  in  thefe  uncultivated 
regions,  the  inhabitants  of  which  are  ftill  in 
a  great  meafure  idolaters. 

Guftavus  I.  in  order  that  he  might  fuc- 
ceed  better  in  introducing  the  reformation 
into  Sweden,  preferved  the  hierarchy  ;  but 
he,  at  the  fame  time,  diminilhed  the  power 
and  revenues  of  the  prelates.     The  arch- 

bifliop, 
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bîfhop,  bifhops,  archdeacons,  reâ:ors,  and 
chaplains  compofe  the  Swedifh  clergy.  After 
the  reformation  the  nobility  entirely  re- 
nounced the  church  :  at  prefent  they  begin 
to.  embrace  that  line,  and  to  confider  it  of 
too  much  importance  to  be  negleded. 


L  4  CHAP. 
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CHAP.    VIIL 

CIVIL    AND    CRIMINAL    LAWS. 

THE  zeal  of  thofe  worthy  and  refpeâ:- 
able  charaders,  who  turn  their  at- 
tention towards  the  reformation  of  laws» 
will  always  be  commended  and  applauded  ; 
but  in  accomplifliing  this  important  objeâ:, 
they  muft  ftruggle  againft  many  obftacles. 
The  prejudices  of  ignorance,  the  criminal 
views  of  intereft,  the  tranfports  of  jealoufy, 
and  the  indifference  of  thofe  w^ho  are  ne- 
ver concerned  for  the  public  welfare,  will, 
undoubtedly,  always  oppofe  their  efforts, 
however  laudable  ;  but  their  powerful  and 
eloquent  language  will,  fooner  or  later,  pre- 
vail :  they  will  banifh  delufion  and  tear  the 
mafic  from  their  guilty  adverfaries,  while 
their  names  w^ill  be  revered,  and  their  per- 
feverance  rewarded  by  the  thanks  and  bene- 
didions  of  a  grateful  people.  To  filence 
the  voicç  of  deception  j  to  fhelter  the  weak 

and 
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and  innocent  from  the  dcteftable  attacks  of 
fraud  and  calumny  j  to  protect  the  poor 
and  defencelefs  from  the  fatal  influence  of 
the  rich  and  the  great  ;  in  a  word,  to  render 
the  law  the  certain,  clear,  and  dlfmterelted 
fafeguard  of  the  honour,  fortune,  and  lives 
of  mankind,  is  a  glory,  which  good  citi- 
zens cannot  purchafe  at  too  dear  a  rate. 
When  one  is  employed  in  the  purfuit  of 
thcfe  important  objets,  the  foul  is  warmed 
and  elevated  ;  and  thofe  pnvileged  mortals 
who  are  permitted  to  ad  in  that  fphere,  and 
to  accomplilli  the  noble  views  of  their  zeal, 
are  envied  whilft  they  are  refpeâ;ed. 

The  civil  and  criminal  laws  of  Sweden 
are  more  agreeable  to  the  grand  principles 
of  reafon,  juftice,  and  humanity,  than  thofe 
of  many  other  countries. 

The  Roman  law  is  taught  in  the  univer- 
fitiea;  but  only  as  an  objeâ:  of  erudition, 
the  knowledge  of  which  may  be  ufeful  to 
the  lawyer.  Befides,  the  obfcure,  and  often 
unintelligible  decrees  of  JuiHnian  and  The- 
odofms,  have  no  influence  over  the  condi- 
tion of  the  Swedes,     They  are  condemned 

or 
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or  acquitted  by  laws  fuited  to  their  go- 
vernment. The  latter  were  not  didated 
by  defpotifm,  amidft  the  terror  and  con- 
fternation  of  the  people  ;  tht  y  are  the  refult 
of  the  deliberations  of  the  national  aflembiy. 
The  origin  of  the  Swedifh  code  is  as  old 
as  the  remoteft  ages  ;  for  it  appears  by  the 
moft  authentic  monuments,  that,  in  the 
time  of  Oden,  the  nation  had  a  colledion 
of  laws  folemnly  fandioned.  The  vaflals  of 
the  crown,  or  tributary  princes,  having  ac- 
quired too  much  power,  rendered  themfelves 
independent  ;  and  the  refult  was,  that  each 
province  had  its  own  laws.  The  royal  power, 
however,  recovering  its  rights,  it  became 
then  neceflary  to  colleâ:  different  codes,  and 
to  incorporate  them  into  one.  It  was  found 
necefTary  alfo,  to  banilh  every  thing  that 
favoured  of  paganifm,  and  every  thing  that 
was  improper  after  the  Chriftian  religion 
had  been  eftablifhed  in  the  kingdom.  Thi^ 
work  was  begun,  under  the  reign  of  Mag- 
nus Erifcon,  in  the  fourteenth  century  ;  but 
thofe  who  ought  to  have  feconded  the  mo- 
narch, oppofed  him  in  the  execution  of  his 

project  : 
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prqjeâ:  :  ignorant  and  interefted  prlefts 
ftarted  objeûions,  which  acquired  weight 
from  the  credit  they  enjoyed  ;  and  according 
to  their  wifhes,  their  power  increafed  in  the 
midft  of  thofe  obftacles  and  embarralTments, 
which  the  temporal  chiefs  met  with,  when 
they  had  not  a  code  of  laws  clearly  and 
folidly  eftablifhed  to  fupport  them.  The 
abufes  which  prevailed  grew  neverthelefs 
intolerable  ;  complaints  were  raifed  on  all 
fides  ;  and  Chriftopher,  about  the  middle  of 
the  fifteenth  century,  finiflied  that  work 
which  Magnus  had  begun.  This  code  was 
revifed  under  the  reign  of  Charles  IX.  and 
under  that  of  Guftavus  Adolphus  ;  but  it  was 
not  yet  brought  to  that  perfedion  which  it 
w^as  fufceptible  of.  Political  laws  were  con- 
founded in  it  with  civil  and  criminal  laws  ; 
the  equity  followed  in  cities  was  abfolutely 
feparated  from  that  of  the  country  :  it  was 
filled  with  Gothic  expreffions  and  obfolete 
terms,  become  unintelligible  by  thofe  revolu- 
tionsto  which  the  manners  and  language  had 
been  fubjedled;  and  the  ordonancespubliflied 
during  the  preceding  reigns,  were  not  in- 
I  ferted 
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ferted  in  it.    To  remedy  thefe  evils,  Charles 
XL  appointed  a  commiffion,  compofed  of 
the  ableil  lawyers  in  the  kingdom,  who  be- 
gan their  labour  without  delay  ;    but  the 
wars    of    Charles   XII.    and    the    difafters 
which  thence  arofe,  having  foon  after  fol- 
lowed, and  government  being  engaged  in 
other  defigns,  the  vAfe  and  prudent  views 
of  Charles  XI.   were  for  a  long  time  fuf- 
pended.       V/hen  brighter    days  fucceeded 
thefe  tempefts  and   ftorms,   adminiftration 
again  turned  their  attention  to  the  commif- 
fion of  laws,  and  the  commiffioners  were  or- 
dered to  refume  their  inveftigation,  and  to 
purfue  it  without  interruption.     This  work 
Tv^as  concluded  in  1736,  and  received  the 
fandion  of  the  ftates.     The  new  code  was 
publifhed  in  one  volume   oâ:avo,  and  the 
nation  diicovered  in    it   that   character  of 
perfedion,    which    was    wanting    in    the 
former  ;    but    a    Avife    government    never 
numbers   over  fo  important 'an    objedt  as 
legiflation — a  point  of  public  adminiftration 
which  cannot  be  too  often  weighed.     At 
the  diet  of  1778,  it  was  refclved,  that  the 

national 
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national  code  ihould  undergo  fuch  altera- 
tions, propofed  by  the  king,  as  might  be 
judged  neceflary.  Thefe  alterations  ap- 
peared in  a  new  edition,  publifhed  in 
1781. 

The  civil  laws,  contained  in  this  code, 
feem  to  have  been  iketched  out  by  the  hand 
of  wifdom  ;  they  are  well  fuited  to  local  cir- 
cumilances  in  every  neceflary  point  ;  and 
they  have  an  advantage  ftill  more  valuable, 
which  is,  that  their  brevity  and  precifion 
tend  greatly  to  fhorten  law-fuits.  When 
we  read  the  rules  given  to  diredt  the  tri- 
bunals in  their  manner  of  proceeding,  we 
ihould  be  apt  to  imagine,  that  chicanery  is 
entirely  banifhed  from  Sweden  ;  but  this 
monfter,  fo  fatal  to  the  repofe  of  fociety,  is 
acquainted  with  ftratagems  which  elude  the 
vigilance  of  the  moft  enhghtened  legiflator. 

The  criminal  laws,  followed  by  the  Swe- 
difli  tribunals,  difplay  a  ftriking  charadler  of 
humanity  and  juftice;  and  for  this  they 
are  indebted  principally  to  the  reformation 
they  have  undergone,  in  the  prefcnt  reign. 
Thefe  laws  eftablifli  an  exad  proportion 

between 
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between  the  crime  and  the  punifhment; 
that  of  death  is  not  yet  entirely  aboUfhed  ; 
but,  in  feveral  cafes,  banifhment,  whipping, 
paying  a  fine,  and  labouring  at  the  public 
works,  are  fubftituted  in  its  Head.  Crimi- 
nals, condemned  to  die,  are  generally  be- 
headed :  feverer  punifhments  are  appointed 
for  thofe  crimes  w^hich  ihock  humanity  by 
their  atrocity  ;  but  of  thefe  there  are  few 
inftances  in  Sweden.  The  people  in  gene- 
ral are  peaceable,  mild,  and  tradable.  Thofe 
accufed  are  never  afraid  of  becoming  vic- 
tims to  a  fatal  precipitation  :  the  judge  is 
obliged  to  interrogate  them  with  care,  to 
hear  them  attentively,  and  to  procure  every 
polTible  information  refpeûing  their  differ- 
ent ccfes.  WitnefTes  mull  take  an  oath, 
before  they  are  admitted  to  give  their  evi- 
dence ;  and  the  informer  who  accufes  a  per- 
fon  in  whofe  crime  he  has  been  an  accom- 
plice, does  not  efcape  punifhment.  If  no- 
thing appears  againft  the  accufed  but  pre- 
fumptive  or  imperfeâ:  proof,  they  are  dif- 
charged,  and  recover  the  full  enjoyment  of 
all  their  rights.  If  they  again  appear  be- 
fore 
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fore  the  fame  tribunal,   the  former  accufa- 
tion   has  no  influence   to  their  prejudice. 
Young  women,  who  have  been  feduced,  are 
no  longer  expofed  to  the  infamy  of  ecclefi- 
aftical  punifhments,  when,  ftifling  the  voice 
of  nature,  they  deftroy  the  innocent  beings 
whom  they  ought  to  bring  into  the  world, 
or  who  are  already  born.     They  experience 
all  the  fe verity  of  the  fecular  arm,  but,  even 
then,  they  are  not  condemned  to  lofe  their 
lives,  until  the  judge  has  minutely  examined 
every  circumftance  that  might  tend  to  fave 
them,  by  extenuating  the  crime  they  have 
committed.  During  the  diet  of  1786,  much 
was  written  upon  the  punifhment  due  to 
child-murder  ;    but    in   the   memoirs   then 
publilhed,  there  appears  nothing  new  ;  for 
the  fubjed:  was  before  exhaufted  by   the 
ableft   writers    of  almoft    every  nation  in 
Europe.     The  Swedifh  patriots,  to  whom 
the  difcufTion  of  this  point  was  committed, 
were  unanimous  in  advifing  the  reprcfen- 
tatives  of  the  nation,  to  continue  the  pu- 
nifhment of  death  ;  and  they  proved,  that, 
notwithftanding  the    mitigations   admitted 

bv 
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by  the  preceding  diet,  the  number  of  child- 
murders  had  not   decreafed  fo   fenfibly  as 
had  been  expeded.     The  clergy  even  in- 
fifted,  that  the  ecclefiaftical  thunder  fhould 
be  re-eilablifhed  ;  alleging,  that  the  indul- 
gence fhewn  to  mothers  guilty  of  this  crime, 
tended  to  deftroy  purity  of  manners,  with- 
out being  of  any  real  advantage  to  the  ftate  : 
their  demand   therefore  was   not   granted. 
His  prefent  majefty,  Guftavus  the  Third, 
aboliihed  torture,  in  the  beginning  of  his 
reign.     This  barbarous  and  fatal  praûice, 
which  often  expofes  innocence,  and  does 
not  always  difcovcr  guilt,   had  been  em- 
ployed, but  as  an  abufe  :  the  ftates  never 
admitted  it  into  the  criminal  code,  by  any 
decree  made  in  its  favour. 

When  Guftavus  Adolphus  mounted  the 
throne,  Sweden  was  not  deftitute  of  laws  ; 
but  the  execution  of  them  was  ilow,  fre- 
quently interrupted,  and  often  ineiietltua}. 
Great  inconveniences  thence  arofe  :  the  ad- 
miniftration  of  jullice  varied  according  to 
events  and  circumftances,  and  the  decrees 
of  juftice  neither  protected  the  innocent, 

nor 


OF    SWEDEN.  i6e 

H'ôr  intimidated  the  guilty  with  fufficient 
energy.     Guftavus,  forefeeing  the   confe- 
quences  which  were  likely  to   enfue  from 
fuch  enormous  abufes,  undertook  to  reme- 
dy them.    At  his  command  tribunals  arofe, 
and  upright,  acStive,  and  enlightened  men 
were    appointed    to    adminifter   juflice    in 
them.      The  nobility  and  clergy,  jealous 
of  their  prerogatives,  and  apprehenfive  that 
they  fliould  lofe  them  by  the  effed:s  of  an 
inftitution  which  fubjeâed  them  to  exad; 
and  regular  proceedings,  found  fault  with 
the  king's  conduâ:,  while  the  queen  dowa- 
ger  coincided    with   them,    and    feconded 
their  views.     Guftavus,  however,  did  not 
fufFer  himfelf  to  be   deterred  from  doing 
what  he  confidered  to  be  his  duty,  and,  to 
filence  the  malecontents,  he  fubmitted,  in  an 
affair  which  concerned  himfelf,  to  the  de- 
cifion  of  one  of  the  royal  courts  at  Stock- 
holm.     The  fubjedt    of  difpute  was   the 
pretenfions  of  a  gentleman  who  claimed  an 
eftate,  fuppofed  to  be  a  part  of  the  royal 
domains  :  the  caufe  was  tried,  fentence  was 
pronounced    in  favour    of  the  gentleman, 
M  and 
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and  the  monarch,  who  was  prefent  in  courts 
heard  the  decree  of  the  judges  with  a  mo- 
deration that  was  fufEcient  to  difconcert  hi» 
antagonifls.  He  even  honom*ed  with-praifes 
thofe  minifters  of  the  law  who  had  paid 
more  refpecSt  to  the  rights  of  juftice  than 
to  royal  majefty.  Guftavus  undoubtedly 
fhewed  himfelf  great  upon  this  occafion  ; 
nor  did  he  appear  in  a  nobler  point  of  view 
at  the  battles  of  Leipfick  and  of  Lutzem, 
where  victory  crowned  him  with  laurels. 
It  is  more  honourable  to  prote<^  men  from 
the  attacks  of  fraud  and  injuftice,  than  to 
terrify  them  by  the  thunders  of  war. 

A  territorial  judge,  aflifted  by  twelve  pear- 
Hmts,  holds  the  affizes  every  three  years  in 
each  bailiwick  ;  and  befides  thefe,  there  are 
fenefchals,  who  fit  in  their  proper  diftriâis 
once  a  year.  Cities  have  tribunals  compofed 
of  burgo-mafters  and  fyndics.  The  royal 
courts  are  fuperior  tribunals,  to  which  an 
appeal  may  be  carried  from  any  of  thefe  be- 
fore mentioned  :  they  confirm  all  fentences 
of  death,  and  they  alone  have  a  right  to 
judge  the  nobility. 

Parties 
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Parties  who  confider  themfelves  aggrieved 
inay,  in  cafes  where  the  law  permits,  ad- 
'drefs  the  king,  and  requeft  the  proceedings 
againft  them  to  be  revifed. 

Judges  muft  ftriûly  follow  the  fplrit  of 
the  lawsj  and  they  are  forbidden,  under  pain 
of  fine  and  difmiffion,  to  interpret  them  as 
intereft  or  their  paffions  rnay  diO:ate.  If, 
by  fuch  a  perverfion,  they  deprive  any 
citizen  of  his  honour  or  life,  they  are  fub- 
jecled  to  the  fame  fentence  which  they 
pronounced  againil  him.  Eftablifhed  cuf- 
tom  may  ferve  them  as  a  guide  ;  but  only  in 
cafes  refpecting  which  the  code  is  entirely 
filent.  The  chancellor  of  the  law^  is  in- 
vefted  with  the  right  of  watching  over  the 
conduct  of  the  judges,  and  of  profecuting 
them  if  they  aâ:  contrary  to  the  duties  of 
their  office  :  it  is  this  magiftrate  alfo  who 
Carries  '  to  the  foot  of  the  throne  the  me- 
morials of  thofe  who  complain  of  not  hav- 
ing obtained  due  juftice.  Before  the  reign 
of  Charles  XI.  there  was  in  Sweden  a  grand 
judiciary  of  the  kingdom,  who  was  the 
IM  2  chief 
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chief  of  all  the  tribunals,  and  prefided  over 
the  adminiftration  of  juftice  :  his  office  was 
the  firft  in  the  ftate  ;  he  appointed  to  fe- 
veral  employments  of  judicature,  and  on 
fome  occafions  judged  in  the  laft  inftance. 
The  prefent  fovereign  has  eftablifhed  this 
dignity  ;  but  with  fuch  reftriâions  as  w^ere 
necefTary  for  the  fupport  of  the  royal  au- 
thority. 

On  the  opening  of  the  tribunals,  the 
judges  affift  at  divine  fervice,  and  the  mi- 
nifter  at  the  altar  reminds  them,  in  a  folemn 
manner,  of  the  duties  which  they  have  to 
difcharge.  This  cuftom,  adopted  in  fome 
other  countries,  is  refpedable,  and  wifely 
eftablifhed  ;  for  vdiat  human  judge  is  there 
who,  when  proftrated  before  the  eternal 
Judge,  in  his  holy  temple,  where  every 
thing  traces  out  to  his  imagination  the 
picture  of  virtue,  will  not  experience  a  falu- 
tary  emotion,  and  be  filled  with  that  ardent 
zeal  which  ought  to  animate  him  in  the  ex- 
ercife  of  his  important  functions  ?  But 
there  are  fome  perverfe  hearts  whom  no- 
thing 
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thing  can  affeâ:,  and  who  are  infenfible  to 
the  fublimeft  motives  and  the  moft  power- 
ful incitements. 

If  it  happens  that  a  perfon  of  illuftrious 
birth,  or  a  whole  body,  is  guilty  of  any  of- 
fence againft  the  king,  the  kingdom,  or  the 
crown,  and  if  this  offence  cannot  be  tried 
by  any  of  the  ordinary  tribunals,  a  tribunal 
of  the  kingdom  is  then  eftablifhed,  in  which 
the  king  prefides,  and  in  which  the  moft 
diftinguifhed  perfonages  of  the  ftate  have  a 
right  to  fit.  The  chancellor  of  juftice  is 
advocate  in  behalf  of  the  public,  and  the 
oldeft  of  the  fecretaries  of  revifion  holds  the 
book  of  precedents  :  while  fentence  is  pro- 
nounced the  doors  are  always  open. 

During  the  diets  which  preceded  the  re- 
volution in  1772,  the  ftates  fometimes  ap- 
pointed commiffioners,  who  were  empow- 
ered to  ad  as  judges.  The  ftrongeft  party 
prevailed  in  fuch  trials  as  came  before  them, 
and  people  condemned  at  one  diet  were  ac- 
quitted at  another.  Thefe  political  inquié- 
tions have  however  been  abolifhed  with  the 
inquifitipn  hich  gave  rife  to  them  j  but  they 
M  3  ar^ 
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are  flill  remembered,  in  order  to  (hew  how- 
much  the  efFeds  of  anarchy  refemble  thofe 
of  defpotifm.  The  public  prifons  are  a  dif- 
gufting  fpedacle  in  many  of  the  countries 
of  Europe.  On  viewing  thofe  of  Sweden, 
one  readily  perceives  the  chara<Sler  of  a  go- 
vernment that  liftens  to  the  voice  of  huma- 
nity, and  diftinguifhes  mankind  from  brutes. 
Several  very  falutary  alterations  might  ftill 
be  made  in  thefe  prifons  ;  but  it  is  a  great 
deal,  that  thofe  who  fee  them  find  more 
reafon  to  lament  the  crimes  of  the  perfons 
they  contain,  than  the  feverity  of  the  treat- 
ment w^hich  thefe  vidlims  of  corruption  ex- 
perience while  they  wait  with  anxiety  for 
their  fentence. 


CHAP. 
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C  H  A  P.     IX. 

MILITARY    ESTABLISHMENTS. 

LAWS  terminate  the  quarrels  of  indi- 
viduals; battles  put  an  end  to  thofe 
of  princes.  In  every  ftate,  therefore,  armies, 
fleets,  arfenals,  and  fortreffes  are  neceflary. 
Charles  XÏ.  when  he  mounted  the  throne, 
leaving  deprived  the  nobles  of  thofe  crown 
lands  which  his  predecefTors  had  granted 
them,  he  appropriated  the  greater  part  of 
this  acquifition  for  the  fupport  of  the  army, 
and  finifhed  the  grand  work  of  cantoning 
the  troops,  which  had  been  begun  under  the 
reign  of  Charles  IX. 

The  crown  lands,  defliued  for  the  fup- 
port of- the  foldiers,  are  farmed  out  to  indi- 
viduals, who  are  bound  to  raife  and  main- 
tain, at  their  own  expence,  a  dragoon  or  a 
foot  foldier.  The  land  which  furnifhes  a 
dragoon  with  his  horfe  is  named  ritjiholh, 
and  feveral  portions  of  land  united  to  fur- 
M  4  nifh 
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nifh  a  foot  foldier  are  called  rote  :  feveral 
are  neceflary,  becaufe  tliey  are  much  fmaller 
than  thofe  which  are  obliged  to  raife  the 
cavalry.  The  foldier  receives  from  the 
farmer  a  houfe  furrounded  by  a  piece  of 
ground  ;  this  is  vi'hat  is  called  bojielle  :  he 
receives  alfo  a  certain  quantity  of  provifions^ 
a  fum  of  money,  and  a  fuit  of  clothes  made 
of  coarfe  cloth,  which  is  renewed  every  three 
years.  He  is  not  obliged  to  perform  any 
labour  ;  and  if  the  farmer  wilhes  to  employ 
him,  he  mufl:  pay  him  feparate  wages^ 
Military  men,  above  tlie  rank  of  a  common 
foldier,  from  a  ferjeant  to  a  colonel,  are 
maintained  in  a  different  manner  :  govern- 
ment gives  them  a  houfe,  or  èo/ieik,  with  a 
piece  of  ground  of  a  certain  extent  ;  fets 
apart  lands  for  their  ufe,  the  farmers  of 
which  are  obliged  to  fupply  them  with  pro- 
villons  and  forage,  and  they  have  alfo  an 
appointment  in  money,  but  it  is  exceedingly 
fmall.  To  complete  the  maintainance  of 
the  army,  the  ftate  furnilhes  the  common 
foldier  with  an  uniform,  which  he  wears 
aç  reviews  and  on  fome  other  occafions  :  it 

provide» 
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provides  him  alfo  with  arms,  and  in  time 
of  war  allows  him  pay  extraordinary. 

The  troops,  thus  divided,  affemble  in 
bodies,  more  or  lefs  frequently  according  to 
circumftances  ;  but  they  are  exercifed  at  fix- 
ed periods.  They  conftitute  the  real  mili- 
tary force  of  thé  kingdom,  and  are  in  num- 
ber as  follows  : 

Twenty-three  regiments  of  infantry     - —     24,000 
Eight   regiments     of   cavalry,    compre- 
hending    the    ftandard   of    the    no- 
bility —  —  —         7)4^0 
Five  bodies  of  dragoons         <—  —         3*400 


34,800 

The  eftabliihment  formed  by  Charles  XT. 
confirmed  by  his  fucceflbrs,  and  fanctioned 
by  the  ftates,  is  in  fome  refpedts  advan- 
tageous, and  in  others  not.  The  national 
army  of  Sweden  will  with  difficulty  acquire 
that  ikill  in  military  exercifes,  and  be  ac- 
cuftomed  to  that  routine  of  tactics,  and  that 
rigid  and  exafl;  difciplinc,  which  diftinguifli 
the  regular  troops  of  other  countries.  As 
often  as  it  marches  againft  the  enemy  it 
>vill  leave  a  vacuum  in  the  kingdom  fatal 

to 


170         A    GENERAL    VIEW 

to  agriculture  ;  but  it  faves  confiderable 
fums  to  the  ftate.  In  the  time  of  peace  it 
is  of  real  utility  ;  and  it  muft  be  fufceptible 
of  that  fire  of  patriotifm  which  can  never 
warm  the  breaft  of  the  mercenary  who  traf- 
fics in  blood. — The  Swedifh  foldier  is  a 
citizen,  who  braves  dangers  to  defend  that 
country  in  which  he  has  left  a  wife,  chil- 
dren, and  a  habitation  dear  to  his  heart. 

Befides  this  nationa'  •  "  "y,  Sweden  has 
always  a  body  of  troops,  raifed  and  main- 
tained on  the  footing  of  foreigners.  Their 
number  is  as  follows  : 

Nine  regiments  of  infantry  —  —  9,000 
Two  regiments  ci  cavalry  —  —  800 
^^rtillery  —         • —         —         —       2,900 

12,700 

The  care  of  the  fortrefles  is  committed  to 
a  body  of  engineers.  Gottenburg,  Warberg, 
and  Bohus,  ferve  as  a  barrier  towards  Nor- 
way ;  towards  the  Sound,  in  Scandia,  there 
are  Malraas,  ChriRianftad  and  Landfcrona. 
The  fortrefs  of  Calmar,  ir^  Smoland,  was  of 
importance  when  the  province  in  which  it 
is  fituated  formed  the  Umits  of  the  king- 
dom 
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dom  towards  the  fouih  ;  at  prefent  it  may 
be  ufeful  as  a  place  of  arms.  Lovifa,  for- 
merly Degerby,  and  Sweabiirg,  are  the  priia- 
cipal  bulwarks  of  Finland  :  the  works  of 
Sweaburg  have  coft  conliderable  fums  j 
they  confift  of  feveral  rocks,  forming  fo 
many  fortreffes  rifmg  from  the  fca,  and  muft 
have  been  conftruded  with  great  labour, 
and  by  overcoming  the  refiflauce  of  nature. 
Waxholm  and  Fredericfburg  defend  the 
port  of  Stockholm,  and  can  prevent  fhips 
of  the  line  from  advancing  farther;  but 
galleys,  or  other  flat-bottomed  veflels,  might 
find  paflfages  which  it  would  be  difficult 
to  difpute  with  them.  There  are  arfenals 
at  Stockholm,  Jœnkœping,  and  in  all  the 
fortrefTes  of  the  kingdom.  That  of  Stock- 
holm contains  a  great  number  of  trophies 
taken  from  the  enemies  of  the  kingdom,  at 
thofe  -periods  when  the  Swedes  fought  no- 
thing but  battle,  and  never  quitted  the  field 
except  v/hen  crowned  with  the  laurels  of 
vidory.  Several  pieces  of  the  armour  of 
the  conqueror  of  Leipfic  are  alfo  preferved 
here,  and  that  of  the  hero  of  Narva.     In 

the 
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the  hat  worn  by  Charles  XII.  at  Frederlc- 
fchall,  the  hole  made  by  that  fatal  ball, 
which  in  a  moment  overturned  all  his  vaft 
projeds,  is  ftill  to  be  Teen.  The  days  of 
the  Swedifh  monarch  are  faid  to  have  been 
fhortened  by  the  hand  of  a  traitor,  and 
feveral  writers  have  adopted  this  opinion. 
When  Charles  beheld,  at  Lutzem,  the  fpot 
where  Guftavus  Adolphus  was  killed,  "  I 
"  have  endeavoured,"  fays  he,  '*  to  live  like 
"  him,  and  perhaps  God  will  grant  me  fuch 
"  a  death."  He  indeed  died  in  the  fame 
manner,  and,  what  is  more,  his  death  is  be- 
come, like  that  of  Guftavus  Adolphus,  one 
of  thofe  hiftorical  problems  which  will  per- 
haps never  be  refolved. 

The  fituation  of  Sweden  renders  it  abfo- 
lutely  neceffary  for  it  to  maintain  a  navy. 
The  fleet  was  created  by  Guftavus  I.  and 
increafed  confiderably  under  Eric  XIV. 
Under  the  following  reigns  it  was  much 
negleded,  and  began  to  decline  ;  but  it  was 
renewed  by  Charles  XI.  and  when  his  fuc- 
ceffor  made  a  defcent  into  Denmark,  it  con- 
iifted  of  thirty-eight  (hips  of  the  Une  well 

e(][uippcd» 
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equipped.  When  fortune  deferted  the  Swe- 
difh  hero,  it  decreafed,  and  was  even  almoU 
entirely  ruined.  After  that  unhappy  epoch, 
government  fometimes  turned  their  thoughts 
towards  it,  but  never  with  any  fuccefs. 
Guftavus  III.  however,  has  beftow^ed  the 
utmoft  attention  on  this  important  objeâ  ; 
and  the  Swedifh  navy  is  indebted  to  him. 
for  the  flcurifhing  ftate  in  which  it  has  been 
for  fome  years  paft.  Great  abufes  prevailed 
in  the  management  of  it,  and  proper  difci- 
pline  was  not  kept  up  ;  but  a  reformation 
has  been  brought  about  in  both  thefe  de- 
partments, by  making  better  arrangements, 
and  exercifmg  the  men  oftener.  As  the 
greater  part  of  the  vefTels  were  old  and 
wormeaten,  they  have  been  carefully 
infpeded,  and  thofe  unfit  for  fervice  have 
been  replaced  by  new  ones  conftruQed  ac- 
cording, to  the  beft  principles  of  naval  ar- 
chitecture. Twenty-four  fhips  of  the  line, 
twelve  frigates,  and  a  fuitable  number  of 
prames,  brigantines^  and  chaloups,  compofe 
the  Swedifh  navy.  VefTels  of  the  firft  rate 
carry  feventy  guns,  the  refl  fixty,  and  the 
greater  part  of  the  frigates  forty. 

The 


174  A    GENERAL    VIEW 

Tlie  principal  ftation  of  this  fleet  is  the 
harbour  of  Carlicrona,  in  Blekingen  ;  there 
are  alfo  a  few  frigates  in  the  port  of  Got- 
tenburg.     Carlfcronn,  at  prefent,  is  a  pretty 
hirge   town  :    amongft   its  public   eftablifh- 
ments,  worthv  of  attention,  is  the  arfenal, 
equally  capacious  and  well  furnifhed  with 
ftores  of  every  kind.     This  place  is  diftin- 
guiflied  ahb  by  feveral  of  thofe  grand  works 
v.diich  difplay  the  powers  of  genius  and  do 
honour    to    governments.      An    immenfe 
rock,  placed  by  nature  at  the  entrance  of 
the  harbour,  and  hollowed  out  by  excelîive 
labour,   under   the   direction    of    Polhem^ 
ferves  as  a  dock  for  fuch  veflels  as  require 
to  be  careened.     When  the  bafon   is  ex- 
haufted  of  water  by  means  of  chain  pumps, 
the  veifel  is  conveyed  into  it  through  lluices  ; 
and  when  the  work  is  completed,  the  bafon 
is  again  filled  by  other  pumps  ;   the  fluices 
are  then  opened,  and  the  veflel  is  carried 
back  into  the  harbour.  For  fome  years  part, 
workmen  have  been  employed  in  conftrucSt- 
ing  a  valVenclofure,  in  which  fliips  may  be 
laid  up  perfectly  dry.      Some   engineers, 
however,  are   not  fully  convinced  of  the 
4  utility 
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Utility  of  ihis  plan  :  experiments  made  with 
great  care  feem  to  prove  that  it  will  not  be 
fo  advantageous  as  was  expected. 

The  coafts  of  the  Baltic  are  fo  filled  with 
iflands  and  rocks,  that  fliips  of  the  line  can- 
not navigate  them.  About  the  middle  of 
this  century,  a  zealous  citizen,  general 
Ehrenfvsrd,  propofed  to  government  to 
form  a  fleet  of  flat-bottomed  vefTels,  which 
might  fail  on  thcie  fhores  with  fafety,  and 
ferve  for  difembarking  troops.  This  plan 
was  at  firft  highly  approved  ;  but  the  fpirit 
of  party  having  reprefented  it  under  unfa- 
vourable colours,  it  was  rejected  :  it  was 
however  afterwards  refumed,  and  carried 
into  execution.  This  fleet,  called  alfo  the 
army  fleet,  on  account  of  its  utility  for 
iranfportation,  is  divided  between  Stock- 
holm and  Sweaburg,  and  confifl:s  of  about 
fixty -fiat- bottomed  veflels.  Some  of  them 
are  real  galleys  i  the  refl:  have  the  name  of 
touroma,  and  are  confl;rud:ed  upon  princi- 
ples know^n  to  very  few. 

Sweden  procures  its  failors  from  the  ma- 
ritime provinces,  and  maintains  them  upon 

the 
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the  fame  footing  as  the  national  land  forces  t 
their  number  lately  has  been  increafed  to 
15,000.  The  greater  part  of  the  officers 
had  an  opportunity  of  being  initiated  into 
nautical  knowledge  during  the  American 
war  :  they  ferved  with  much  honour  in  the 
French,  Englifli,  and  Dutch  fleets,  and  the 
experience  they  acquired  may  be  of  the 
greateft  benefit  to  their  country.  By  a 
very  wife  regulation,  officers  of  the  royal 
navy  are  allowed  to  take  the  command  of 
trading  veflels. 

A  multitude  of  objeds  are  neceflary  for 
the  conftruâ:ion  and  equipment  of  a  fhip  of 
war.  Sweden  fupplies  itfelf  with  beams, 
mafts,  pitch  and  tar  ;  but  it  is  obliged  to 
procure  hemp  and  afh  plank  from  the  neigh- 
bouring countries. 

Two  men  of  fuperior  merit,  admiral 
Troll e,  and  rear-admiral  Chapman,  with  a 
laudable  zeal,  feconded  the  views  of  thç 
king  in  reforming  the  navy.  The  firft 
was  thoroughly  acquainted  with  its  econo- 
my and  difcipline  ;  but  a  premature  death 
deprived  Sweden  of  this  refpeâ:able  patriot. 

The 
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The  fécond,  Mr.  Chapman,  fuperintended, 
and  ftill  fuperintends,  the  building  of  fhips  of 
war;  he  refided  a  long  time  in  England, 
and  applied  there,  with  equal  ardour  and 
fuccefs,  to  the  ftudy  of  naval  architedure. 
He  has  publifhed  fome  works  which  have 
been  tranflated  into  different  languages. 

The  foldier  who  has  ferved  his  country 
is  entitled  to  fupport  when  he  is  no  longer 
in  a  condition  to  bear  arms.  Guflavus 
Adolphus  appropriated  the  pofleflions  of 
the  ancient  convent  of  Vadftena  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  land  army  invalids,  and 
even  affigned  them  the  convent  as  a  habi- 
tation. Government,  however,  has  lately 
changed  this  inftitution  ;  the  invalids,  in- 
ftead  of  being  lodged  and  boarded  in  the  hof- 
pital,  receive  yearly  a  certain  fum  of  money. 

The  body  of  officers  have  eflabliihed  a 
fund,  called  the  fund  of  army  penfions,  the 
members  of  which  contribute  fix  per  cent, 
of  their  pay,  and  at  the  end  of  thirty  years 
they  enjoy  their  pay  entire.  There  is  alfo 
a  fund  for  decayed  failors,  which  is  formed 
by  annual  contributions,  and  the  levying 
N  of 
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of  certain  duties  granted  to  them  by  the 
crown. 

Two  field  marfhals,  feveral  generals  and 
lieutenant  generals,  &c.  are  at  the  head  of 
the  land  forces.  A  grand  admiral,  an  ad- 
miral, feveral  vice  and  rear  admirals,  &c. 
prefide  over  the  navy. 

The  drabans,  or  body  guards,  the  regi- 
ment of  guards,  and  the  light  horfe,  form 
the  king's  houfehold,  of  which  he  himfelf 
is  the  chief.  The  drabans  are  divided  into 
four  companies,  each  compofed  of  a  captain 
lieutenant,  two  corporals,  two  vice  cor- 
porals, and  twenty-five  common  drabans, 
who  have  the  rank  of  cornet.  This  body 
are  always  near  the  king's  perfon,  and  ac- 
company him  in  his  journeys.  The  regi- 
ment of  guards,  which  confifts  of  1800 
men,  is  in  garrifon  at  Stockholm,  and  does 
duty  at  the  caftle,  as  well  as  at  feveral  other 
parts  of  the  capital.  The  light  horfe,  in 
number  200,  mount  guard  at  the  caftle, 
and  attend  the  king  upon  certain  occa- 
fions. 

The  Swedes  carried   on  war  with  the 
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moft  brilliant  fuccefs  during  the  whole  of 
the  preceding  century.  Under  Guftavus 
Adolphus  and  his  generals,  Charles  Gufta- 
vus, and  Charles  XII.  they  acquired  laurels 
without  number,  and  filled  the  Germans, 
the  Danes,  the  Poles,  and  the  Ruffians, 
with  terror  and  admiration  ;  but  how  hap- 
pens it,  that,  in  the  prefent  century,  they 
have  in  vain  attempted,  during  two  wars, 
to  fupport  their  ancient  glory  ?  Tadics 
have  made  a  progrefs,  which  has  not  been 
fufficiently  followed  in  Sweden,  amidft  the 
troubles  of  anarchy  and  the  cares  neceflary 
in  an  adminiftration.  The  beft  difciplined 
army  cannot  be  fuccefsful  when  it  depends 
upon  an  uncertain  council  wavering  be- 
tween tv/o  oppofite  opinions,  when  the 
orders  given  contradi(51:  each  other,  and 
when  the  fpirit  of  party  fetters  the  valour  of 
its  commanders. 
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CHAP,      X. 

ORDERS    OF    KNIGHTHOOD. 

AD  ESI  RE  of  encouraging  and.  re- 
warding merit  has  given  rife  to 
thefe  decorations,  at  prefent  fo  various  and 
numerous.  Thofe  on  whom  they  are  be- 
llowed ought  to  have  diftinguifhed  them- 
felves  by  grand  achievements,  fignal  fer- 
vices,  and  eminent  virtues  ;  but  do  they  not 
often  adorn  thofe  who  are  in  nothing  fu- 
perior  to  others,  but  by  the  advantages  of 
birth,  the  gifts  of  fortune,  or  their  talents 
for  intrigue  ?  There  is  fcarcely  any  country 
in  which  we  do  not  find  crofles,  ribbands, 
and  other  infignia  of  the  Hke  kind.  Thefe 
marks  of  diflindion  exift  alfo  in  Sweden, 
which  has  four  orders  of  knighthood. 

The  firft  is  the  order  of  the  Seraphim, 
the  origin  of  which  is  faid  to  be  as  old  as 
Magnus  Ladulos,  and  feveral  learned  Swedes 

have 
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have  exercifed  their  erudition  on  this  point 
of  hiftory.      It  is  however  certain  that  it 
was    king   Frederic   who,  in    1 748,   gave 
this  order  its  prefent  form,  and  framed  the 
ftatutes  of  it.     This  order  is  deftined  for 
kings,   princes,   and   fuch   citizens  as,   by 
rendering   extraordinary  fervices   to   their 
country,  have  rifen  to  the  firft  offices  of 
flate.     It  muft  confift  of  twenty-four  na- 
tional knights,   and  eight  foreigners  ;  but 
the  number  of  the  latter  may  be  difpenfed 
with  in  favour  of  any  prince  who  is  related 
or  allied  to  the  royal  family  of  Sweden.    The 
oldeft  knights,  who  are  natives,  always  en- 
joy a  penfion  of  an  hundred  rix-dollars. 
This  order  is  interefting  even  to  the  philo- 
fopher  and    the  friend  of  mankind,  as  it 
has  the  direction  of  all  the  hofpitals  in  the 
kingdom.     The  badge  is  a  crofs  enamelled 
white,  in  the  middle  of  which  there  is  an 
azure  globe  with  the  arms  of  Sweden,  and 
the  device  J.  JH.   S.      The  globe  is  fur- 
rounded  by  the  heads  of  four  golden  fera- 
phims  with  their  wings  difplayed,  and  four 
patriarchal  crpfTes.     This  badge  is  affixed 
N  3  to 


i82         A    GENERAL    VIEW 

to  the  coat,  on  the  left  fide  of  the  breaft, 
and  is  embroidered  in  filver.  The  ribband 
from  which  the  crofs  is  fufpended  is  bhie, 
variegated  with  fhades  of  the  fame  colour, 
and  is  worn  from  right  to  left. 

The  inftitution  of  the  order  of  the  Sword 
is  confidered  alfo  as  of  very  great  anti- 
quity. It  was  revived  likewife  by  Frederic 
in  1 748,  and  is  deftined  for  thofe  only  who 
diftinguifli  themfelves  in  war,  that  art  fo 
fatal  to  humanity,  but  unfortunately  too  ne- 
ceflary.  People  are  therefore  rewarded, 
diftinguifhed,  honoured,  and,  according  to 
the  prefent  ftate  of  things,  ought  to  be  fo, 
for  fhewing  fuperior  Ikill  in  deflroying 
their  fellow- creatures. 

The  number  of  knights  to  be  admitted 
into  this  order  is  not  fixed  by  the  ftatutes: 
there  are  plain  knights,  commanders,  and 
grand-crofles.  The  badge  of  the  order  is 
a  St.  Andrew's  crofs  enamelled  white,  with 
an  azure  globe  in  the  middle,  the  three 
crowns  of  Sweden,  and  a  fword  in  pale. 
On  the  points  of  the  crofs  there  are  alfo 
crowns  and  fwords.     The  reverfe  is  dif- 
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tînguifhed  by  a  fword  in  pale,  placed  upon 
a  globe  inftead  of  three  crowns,  and  having 
over  it  a  crow^n  of  laurel  :  on  the  exergue 
are  the  following  words,  pro  pairia.  Plain 
knights  wear  a  crofs,  fufpended  from  a  but- 
ton-hole of  their  coat  by  a  yellow  ribband 
with  blue  borders  ;  the  black  ribband  is  alfo 
yellow  with  blue  borders,  and  is  worn  from 
right  to  left.  Grand-crofTes  have  a  ftar  em- 
broidered on  the  left  fide  of  their  coat. 

When  Frederic  revived  the  preceding 
two  orders,  he  created  a  third,  which  is  that 
of  the  Polar  Star.  *'  We  intend  it,"  fays  he 
in  his  regulations,  **  for  thofe  who,  by  civil 
"  virtues,  abilities,  and  eftablifhments  ufeful 
"  to  theftate,  have  rendered  themfelves  cele- 
"  brated  and  worthy  of  particular  honour. 
"  We  have  refolved  to  diftinguifh  it  by 
*'  the  name  of  the  polar  flar,  to  point  out 
*'  to  thofe  knights  who  are  decorated  with 
*'  it,  that,  as  this  flar  never  fets,  it  will  be 
"  their  duty  to  endeavour,  each  in  their  dif- 
"  ferent  fpheres,  not  to  faffer  the  glory  of 
"  the  Swedifh  name  to  decline,  or  to  lofe 
"  that  luftre  which  it  has  acquired  in  a  long 
^'  feries  of  ages." 

N4  The 
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The  number  of  thofe  to  be  admitted  into 
this  order  is  arbitrary  :  they  are  either  plain 
knights  or  commanders.     The  badge  of  the 
order  is  a  Greek  crofs  enamelled  white,  hav- 
ing four  crowns  on  its  joints,  and  above  it  a 
royal  crown.  In  the  middle  is  an  azure  globe, 
with  a  white  polar  ftar  of  five  points,  and 
this  motto  :  nefclt  occafum.  Plain  knights  wear 
the  crofs,  fufpended  from  a  button-hole  of 
their  coat  by  a  black  ribband  ;  commanders 
wear  it  on  their  breaft  affixed  to  a  broad 
black  ribband,   and   the    liar  of  the  order 
embroidered  in  filver  on  the  left  fide  of  their 
coat.     The  celebrated  Haller  was  a  knight 
of  the  Polar  Star,  and  indeed  it  muft  be  al- 
lowed that  he  did  honour  to  the  order.  The 
king  declared,  fome  years  ago,  that  for  the  fu- 
ture fix  ribbands  and  fix  lefler  crofTes  fhould 
be  diftributed  among  the  clergy.     This  in- 
flitution  will  be  refpedable,  and  produce  the 
happiefi:  efFeÛs,  if  the  crofs  decorate  the  paf- 
tor  who  has  laboured  in  diffufing  abroad 
principles  of  toleration  and  charity  ;  who, 
abftaining  from  politics  and  intrigue,  has 
thought  only  of  difcharging  the   duties  of 
his  office  J  who  has  d,ire(Sted  youth  to  the 

paths 
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paths  of  wifdom,  comforted  old  age  on  the 
brink  of  the  grave,  and  preferved  concord 
and  peace  in  families. 

His  prefent  majefty,  foon  after  his  accef- 
fion  to  the  throne,  inftituted  the  order  of 
Vafa.    "  Convinced,"  fays  he,  "  that  there 
'*  is  no  better  encouragement  to  noble  fouls, 
*•  and  no   greater  reward  than  glory  and 
"  public  teftimony  paid   to  eminent   qua- 
"  iities,  we   have  thought  proper  to  infti- 
"  tute,   on  the  occafion  of  our  coronation, 
"  an  order  folely  deftined  for  people  who 
*'  (hall  give,  or  have  already  given,  in  our 
"  kingdom,   ftriking  proofs  of  the  talents 
"  and  knowledge  requifite  in  the  arts  of  agri- 
"  culture,  mining,  and  commerce.    It  is  our 
*'  defire  that  this  order  bear  the  name  of 
"  Vafa,  on  the  one  hand,  in  memory  of  the 
"  great  kings  our    anceftors  and  predecet- 
"  fors,  who  derived  their  origin  from  the 
*'  illuftrious  family  of  Vafa,   and  who  fo 
"  glorioufly  employed  themfelves   in    pro- 
"  moting  agriculture  and  induflry  ;  and  on 
"  the  other,  becaufe  that  family  bear  in  their 
"  arms  a  fheaf  of  corn,  the  moft  fignificant 
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*'  emblem  of  agriculture,  which,  as  the  mo- 
•*  ther  of  every  other  art,  we  wifli,  above 
*'  all  things,  to  encourage  by  the  inftitution 
**  of  a  new  order,"     The  badge  of  this  or- 
der is  a  fheaf  of  corn  furrounded  by  a  gol- 
den ribband,  with  this  infcription:   Gujia- 
vus  IIL  founder.     Plain  knights  wear  this 
badge,  fufpended  from  the  neck  by  a  green 
ribband  variegated  with  fhades  of  the  fame 
colour.      Commanders  are   decorated  with 
the  fame  badge  affixed  to  a  broad  green  rib- 
band, which  they  wear  from  right  to  left. 
Grand-crofleSjbefidesthefe  decorations,  have 
a  filver  ftar  of  eight  points,  embroidered  on 
the  left  fide  of  their  coat. 

The  king  is  the  chief  and  grand  mafler  of 
thefe  four  orders  :  princes  of  the  blood  are 
born  knights.  The  chapter  is  held  on  the 
Monday  before  Advent,  and  on  the  28th  of 
April. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.     XI. 

REVENUES    AND    EXPENCES    OF    THE 
CROWN, 

WERE  the  amount  of  the  revenues  of 
ftates  to  be  determmed  by  their  geo- 
graphical extent,  Sweden  would  be  one  of 
the  richeft  in  Europe  ;  but  this  is  not  the 
cafe  :  a  country  may  be  very  extenfive  with- 
out having  great  refources,  and  of  this  Swe- 
den affords  a  convincing  proof. 

The  public  revenues  of  Sweden  are  of 
two  kinds  :  one  fixed  and  permanent,  and 
the  other  granted  for  a  time  by  the  repre- 
fentatives  of  the  nation.  The  fixed  reve- 
nues arife  principally  from  the  crown  lands, 
a  poll-tax*',  the  tythe  of  corn,  taxes  impofed 
on  lands,  the  cuftoms,  the  excife,  poft  duties, 
and  ftamps  on  paper.     Some  of  thefe  im- 

*  The  poll-tax  was  eftabliflied  in  the  j^ear  1627,  and  i» 
jmpofed  on  all  perfons  from  the  age  of  fifteen  to  that  of  fixty- 
three  ;  but  the  rate  varies  in  different  provinces. 
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pofts  are  levied  in  money,  and  others  in 
kind  :  the  greater  part  of  them  are  collected 
at  the  rate  eftablifhed  in  1696,  though,  fmce 
that  period,  cultivation,  money,  and  the  price 
of  provifions,  have  undergone  confiderable 
changes.  The  nobility  have  been  exempted 
from  the  poll-tax  ;  but,  in  return,  they  re- 
pounced  the  privilege  v^^hich  they  before 
enjoyed  of  being  free  from  excife  and  cuf- 
tom-houfe  ducs.  Peafants  who  farm  lands 
belonging  to  the  nobility  pay  to  government, 
in  fixed  taxes,  only  half  of  what  is  paid  by 
thofe  who  farm  the  lands  of  the  crown. 

When  the  wants  of  the  public  are  in- 
creafed  by  particular  circumftances,  the 
fiâtes  affemble  and  grant  certain  fubfidies 
for  a  time  fpecified.  This  refource  yf^ 
never  employed  fo  frequently  as  under  the 
reign  of  Guftavus  Adolphus.  That  prince 
was  often  under  the  neceflity  of  having  re- 
courfe  to  the  generofity  of  the  nation,  in 
order  to  be  enabled  to  execute  his  grand 
cnterprifes,  and  the  greater  part  of  thefe  im- 
pofitions,  though  granted  for  a  time,  have 
now  become  fixed  and  permanent.     In  the 
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year   1786  the  ftates  took  into  deliberation 
the  fubfidy  granted  in  1772,  and  decreed 
that  it  fhould  be  continued  for  four  years, 
deduding  one  per  cent,  from  the  principal. 
"  In  forming  this  refolution,"  fay  the  ftates 
in  their  decree,  "  agreeably  to  the  moft  valu- 
**  able  privilege  granted  to  us  by  the  lawsj 
"  our  intention  was  not  to  diminifh  the  re- 
**  fources  of  government,  but  to  give  the 
**  pooreft  part  of  thofe  who  pay  taxes  the 
**  hopes  of  being  one  day  freed  from  their 
"  burthen."     On  the  clofe  of  the  diet,  the 
king  declared,  that  he  would  fhorten,  by 
one  year,  the  period  which  the  ftates  had 
agreed  on. 

Thefe  extraordinary  impofitions  are  either 
real  or  perfonal  :  the  profits  of  offices,  with 
the  produce  of  agriculture,  induftiy,  and 
commerce,  contribute  principally  to  form 
the  fum  granted  by  the  national  affembly. 
The  manner  of  levying  it  is  as  follows  :  in 
cities,  the  magiftrate  appoints  a  certain  num- 
ber of  the  principal  citizens,  who  bind  them- 
felves  by  Oath  to  tax  the  inhabitants,  accord- 
ing to  regifters  given  them  by  the  commif- 

faries 
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faries  of  the  diftriâ:.  In  the  country,  the 
governor  of  the  province,  in  concert  with 
the  territorial  judge,  choofes  three  perfons 
among  the  nobility,  clergy,  and  peafants, 
who  tax  the  different  bailiwicks  to  which 
they  belong  ;  and  if  thefe  officers  cannot 
agree,  the  decifion  of  their  difpute  is  referred 
to  their  conftituents.  Each  bailiwick  has  a 
receiver,  who,  affifted  by  a  clerk,  collects  the 
taxes  both  regular  and  extraordinary,  and 
tranfmits  them  to  the  treafurer  of  the  crown 
in  the  province,  and  by  him  they  are  tranf^ 
mitted  to  the  general  treafury  of  the  empire. 
The  accounts  are  put  into  the  hands  of 
the  territorial  judge,  who  examines  them, 
marks  down  his  obfervations,  and  fends 
them  to  the  office  of  revifion  belonging  to 
the  province.  From  thence  they  are  tranf- 
mitted  to  the  college  of  the  chamber,  and 
in  the  lall  place  they  undergo  another  ex- 
amination in  the  college  of  revifion.  The 
receiver  who  is  convided  of  negled:,  or 
mifcondudt,  is  condemned  to  pay  a  fine  of 
twelve  per  cent.  ;  if  infolvable  he  is  fubjedted 
to  corporal  punifhment.     The  perfon  who 

detects 
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ileteds  the  culprit  receives  a  fourth  part  of 
the  fum  which  ought  to  have  been  paid  to 
government,  and  his  name  is  concealed  ;  but 
as  it  is  difficult  to  revife  a  multitude  of  very 
thick  volumes,  the  guilty  often  efcape. 

In  recovering  the  debts  due  to  govern- 
ment, the  principles  of  vvifdom  and  hu- 
manity are  confulted.  The  farmer  is  not 
expofed  to  thofe  oppreffive  law-fuits  which 
in  other  countries  call  forth  his  tears  and 
his  fighs  :  he  may  lay  his  complaints  at  the 
foot  of  the  throne,  and  obtain  indulgence 
for  a  certain  time.  It  indeed  fometimes 
happens  that  there  are  colled:crs  who,  abuf- 
ing  their  authority,  carry  defolation  into  the 
cottage  of  the  peafant.  In  every  country 
there  are  barbarous  men,  who  diveft  them- 
felves  of  the  fentiments  of  nature,  and  who 
feem  born  only  for  the  misfortune  of  their 
fellow-creatures  ;  but  fuch  extortioners  aâ 
contrary  to  the  fpirit  of  the  Swedifli  govera- 
ment. 

There  are  fome  branches  of  the  public  re- 
venue, created  of  late  years,  which  are  more 
or  lefs  produQive  according  to  circum- 
ilances,   A  royal  lottery  has  been  cllabliflicd 

at 
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at  Stockholm,  and  an  office  of  difcount  j 
the  monopoly  of  diftilled  liquors,  which 
fubfifted  for  fome  years,  has  been  abolilhed  ; 
bpt  the  crown  has  referved  to  itfelf  an  in- 
demnification by  that  of  corn.  It  is  pre- 
tended that  the  former  monopoly  was  not 
fo  profitable  as  the  authors  of  the  plan  ex- 
pedled. 

Reckoning  up  all  the  public  revenues 
of  Sweden,  the  fum,  before  the  laft  diet,  was 
found  to  amount  to  about  two  millions  of 
rix-doliars  '■'■.  Pomerania  and  the  reft  of  the 
German  poffeffions  abforb  almoft  what  they 
pay  to  the  ftate  by  the  expences  which  they 
occafion.  The  whole  of  the  revenues  of 
Sweden  will  appear  lefs  difproportioned  to 
thofe  of  the  other  countries  of  Europe,  if  we 
obferve  that  the  lands  taken  from  the  nobi- 
lity by  Charles  XI.  pay,  in  a  great  meafure, 
the  expences  of  the  national  army,  and  thofe 
even  of  feveral  civil  employments.  But, 
notwithfLanding  this  faving,  government  has 

*  A  Swedlfli  rix-dollar  is  about  four  fliillings  and  fixpence 
fterling.  The  revenue  therefore  at  that  rate  amounted  to 
^50,000  1. 

7  always 
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always  found  It  very  difficult  to  provide  for 
the  wants  of  the  public,  and  its  expences 
have  often  exceeded  the  revenue.  The  fub- 
fidies  of  France  have  not  been  fufficient  to 
fill  up  this  vacuum  ;  and  it  has  been  found 
neceffary  to  have  recourfe  to  loans,  both  in 
the  kingdom  and  from  foreign  nations. 

The  amount  of  the  debt  was  however 
not  known,  nor  was  there  any  enquiry 
made  concerning  this  important  objed:,  at 
the  affembly  of  the  ilates  in  1786.  On  this 
account  it  was  difcuiTed  very  minutely,  and 
with  great  attention,  during  the  diet  of  1 78g, 
which  was  remarkable  in  fo  many  refpeâ:s. 
The  king  referred  to  the  fecret  committee 
a  ftatement  of  the  debts  of  the  crown  :  they 
were  found  to  amount  to  21,300,000  rix- 
dollars,  and  the  fecurity  of  the  reprefenta- 
tives  of  the  nation  was  required  for  this 
fum,  as  well  as  for  thofe  loans  uhich  the 
expences  of  the  war  had  rendered  neceflary. 
The  clergy,  the  citizens,  and  the  peafants, 
readily  complied  with  the  wilhes  of  the 
court  ;  and,  though  the  nobility  made  at  lirfl 
fome  oppofition,  they  at  length  yielded. 
O  Another 
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Another  difEcuIty  now  arofe  :  the  fecret 
committee  having  agreed  that  government 
would  have  occafion  for  eighty-two  tons  of* 
gold,  or  1,400,000  rix-dollars,  both  to  pay 
the  interefl  of  the  debt  now  become  national 
by  the  fecurity  of  the  ftates,  and  to  defray 
temporary  expences,  the  three  inferior  or- 
ders approved  the  contents  of  the  report 
tranfmitted  to  them  by  the  committee;  but 
the  nobility  were  not  of  their  opinion,  atid 
this  produced  frefh  debates  iîi  their  cham- 
ber. After  confiderable  oppofition,  the 
greater  part  at  length  agreed  to  the  refolu- 
tion  of  the  other  orders,  who  granted  the 
fubfidies  until  a  new  diet  fhould  he  held  ; 
but  the  nobility  being  defirous  of  fixing  a 
certain  period,  they  maintained,  that  on 
any  other  terms  extraordinary  conceffions 
would  become  permanent  impofts,  or  would 
at  leaft  continue  till  it  ihould  pleafe  his 
majefty  to  convoke  the  ftates.  In  order  to, 
find  out  fome  means  of  conciliation,  the 
clergy  propofed,  that  in  cafe  the  king  Ihould 
not  think  proper  to  convoke  the  ftates,  a 
certain  number  of  perfons  might  aflemble 

every 
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every  three  years,  and  form  a  deputation 
authorized  to  prolong  their  confent  to  the 
fubfidies,  (hould  they  find  it  ftill  neceflary, 
but  without  power  either  to  increafe  them 
or  grant  new  ones.  The  noblHty,  not  ap- 
proving this  propofition  of  the  clergy,  per- 
fifted  in  their  former  opinion,  and  demand- 
ed that  a  fixed  term  fhould  be  agreed  on. 

The  king  then  publifhed  a  declaration, 
fett'mg  forth,  that  the  equeflirian  order  en- 
croached on  the  royal  prerogatives,  by  en- 
deavouring to  compel  his  majefty  to  con- 
voke the  ftates  at  the  term  fixed  for  the 
ceflation  of  the  fubfidies,  and  that  it  was  of 
the  utmoft  importance,  confidering  the  fitu- 
ation  of  the  kingdom,  that  its  enemies  fhould 
be  ignorant  of  the  epoch  when  the  repre- 
fentatives  of  the  nation  were  to  be  again 
aflembled.  The  nobility  however  were  in-» 
flexible.  To  put  an  end  to  this  oppofition 
the  king  refolved  to  go  in  perfon  to  the  hall 
of  the  nobility.  The  other  orders  being 
informed  of  his  majefl:y's  intention,  it  was 
foon  fpread  abroad  in  public,  and  excited 
fuch  fenfations  as  were  fuited  to  the  impor- 
O  2  tancç 


196  A    GENERAL    VIEW 

tance  of  the  objeâ:,  while  the  people  ran 
from  all  quarters  of  the  city,  and  furrounded 
the  nobility's  hotel. 

The  prefence  of  his  majefty  did  not  at 
firfl  produce  that  effeâ:  which  had  been  ex- 
pected ;  but  he  at  length  triumphed  over 
every  obftacle,  and  the  nobility  acquiefced. 

An  office,  eftablifhed  under  the  name  of 
the  office  of  the  ftates  of  the  kingdom,  was 
appointed  to  take  the  management  of  the  new 
revenues,  and  of  all  fums  that  were  before 
carried  to  the  ancient  treafury.  This  office 
confifts  of  a  certain  number  of  deputies  from 
the  four  orders. 

Thus  it  appears  that  the  cafe  is  the  fame 
in' all  countries.  The  burden  of  impofitions 
every  where  increafes  in  (lead  of  being  di- 
minifhed.  Let  it  however  be  equally  di- 
.  vided  ;  let  it  not  fall  principally  on  the  peo- 
ple ;  let  artifts  and  workmen  be  fpared,whofe 
labours  are  fo  fatiguing,  who  continually 
ilruggle  againfl  want,  and  who  often  moiften 
with  briny  tears  the  morfel  of  bread  which 
they  eat.  Let  it  be  laid  upon  the  fuperfluities 
of  the  great  and  the  rich  ;  and  let  the  necef- 
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faries  of  the  poor  and  inferior  clalTes  be  re- 
fpeded.  Such,  we  are  told,  are  the  princi- 
ples of  thofe  who  in  Sweden  prefide  over 
the  levying  of  the  new  taxes. 


O  3  C  H  A  ?• 
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CHAR     XII. 


POPULATION. 


IF  the  North  formerly  was  favourable  to 
the  propagation  of  the  human  fpecies,, 
it  is  fo  no  longer.  All  the  ftates  which 
compofe  thefe  vaft  regions  find  a  want  of 
inhabitants  highly  prejudicial  to  their  pro* 
fperity;  and  the  population  of  Sweden,  Den- 
mark, and  Ruffia,  w^ould  be  found  very  fmall, 
if  compared  with  that  of  France,  Germany^ 
Swilferland,  and  Holland. 

From  thofe  ages  of  which  we  can  procure 
any  certain  accounts  by  authentic  monu- 
ments, Sweden  was  aiv^ays  badly  peopled  j 
and  the  long  and  bloody  wars  it  had  to  fup- 
port,  during  the  two  centuries  preceding 
this,  increafed  that  icarcity  of  hands  which 
appears  to  be  natural  to  it.  In  this  refpedt, 
Charles  XIÎ.  gave  it  the  moll:  fatal  blow  : 
to  furniili  his  ambition  with  the  means  of 
carrying  on  fieges,,  and  fighting  battles,  it 

was 
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was  found  neceflary  to  take  the  artill  from 
his  fiiop,  and  the  labourer  from  his  cottage. 
At  the  death  of  the  Scandinavian  Alexander, 
there  were  not  in  the  whole  kingdom  a  mil- 
lion of  inhabitants  fit  for  labour  ;  workmen 
of  every  kind  were  wanting,  and  the  plough 
was  directed  by  the  feeble  hands  of  women, 
children,  and  old  men.  The  memory  of 
Charles  XII.  has  not  however  faded  ;  the 
Swedes  ftill  venerate  and  mention  with  re- 
fped:  the  name  of  that  hero,  whofe  warlike 
madnefs  was  fo  fatal  to  the  ftate  :  but  this  is 
not  furprifmg  ;  qualities  fo  ftriking  as  thofe 
which  Charles  poIFeifed  caufe  men  to  for- 
get their  wrongs,  and  captivate  the  multi- 
tude. The  Swedes  are  born  brave,  and  the 
glory  of  arms  has  always  made  the  livelieft 
impreflions  on  their  hearts. 

Times  however  changed,  and  martial  en- 
thufiafm  was  checked  by  neceffity.  Under 
the  following  reigns,  thofe  ufeful  labours 
which  flourifh  in  the  fhade  of  peace  were 
encouraged,  and  ftrangers  invited  to  the 
country  were  allowed  every  civil  and  reli- 
gious privilege,  i»  order  to  induce  them  to 
O  4  fettle 
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fettle  in  it.  Population  foon  fhewed  the 
good  efieds  of  thefe  wife  meafures  ;  and  it 
would  have  increafed,  in  a  manner  ftill  more 
fenfible,  had  not  the  fpirit  of  party,  the  un^ 
happy  confequence  of  a  conftitution  badly 
organized,  again  kindled  up  the  flames  of 
war.  That  of  F'inland  coft  more  than 
50,000  men,  befides  a  confiderable  diftridt 
of  the  country  which  had  been  the  theatre 
of  it.  That  of  Poraerania,  though  in  ap- 
pearance lefs  dangerous,  was  really  more 
fatal  ;  for  long  and  fatiguing  marches,  want 
of  providons,  and  infeÛious  diforders,  oc- 
cafioned  as  much  ravage  among  the  troops 
as  all  the  battles  that  had  been  fought.  Dur- 
ing the  period  which  fucceeded  thefe  fatal 
epochs,  government  neglected  nothing  that 
could  tend  to  advance  the  progrefs  of  popu- 
lation :  the  feverity  of  the  penal  laws  was 
mitigated  by  wifdom  and  humanity;  reli- 
frious  toleration  obtained  the  fandlion  of  the 
diet  ;  the  college  of  medicine  received  new 
inftrudtions,  better  fulted  to  the  ftate  of  fo- 
ciety  at  that  time  ;  regular  bred  phyficians 
were  fent  into  tht  different  provinces,  to 
2  take 
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take  care  of  the  poor  who  were  fick,  and  to 
prevent  the  people  from  becoming  viâiims 
to  the  ignorance  of  quackery  ;  and  inocu- 
lation, long  rejeâed  by  the  multitude,  too 
tenacious  of  their  prejudices,  even  when 
their  own  interefts  are  concerned,  overcame 
every  obftacle,  and  now  difFufes  abroad  with- 
out reftraint  its  beneficent  effeds  ;  while  hof- 
pitals,  enlarged  and  extended,  have  been, 
fubjeâed  to  much  better  regulations. 

The  laft  objed:,  the  importance  of  which 
is  fo  ftriking,  above  all  engaged  the  atten- 
tion of  the  capital.  The  oldeft  eftabliili- 
ment  of  this  kind  at  Stockholm  is  the  hof- 
pital  of  DanvJken,  a  fmail  diftri<ft  lituated  at 
the  entrance  of  the  city,  on  the  fouth.  It 
was  founded  by  Guftavus  I.  when  convents 
were  abolifhed  :  his  fucceffors  did  not  neg- 
leâ:  it  ;  and  fcveral  citizens,  feeling  for  the 
misfortunes  of  their  brethren,  increafed  its 
revenues  by  donations  and  legacies.  This 
hofpital  has  lately  been  divided  into  three 
different  houfes.  The  firft  is  deftined  for 
the  poor  and  infirm,  in  number  generally 
about  two  hundred  ;  the  fécond  is  fet  apart 

for 
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for  fools  and  maniacs,  who  amount  to  fifty 
or  lixty  ;  and  the  third  receives  the  fame 
number  of  patients  of  both  fexes  affliâed 
with  the  venereal  diforder.  I«  the  beginning 
of  this  century,  an  individual  made  an  en- 
dowment of  a  fpacious  edifice,  and  a  con- 
fiderable  fund  for  the  purpofe  of  eftablifhing 
an  hofpital  :  this  foundation  has  greatly  in- 
creafed  by  annual  contributions,  and  affords 
relief,  at  prefent,  to  upwar<ls  of  three  hun- 
dred perfons,  either  in  the  hofpital  or  as 
out-patients.     In  1752  government  opened 
a  Hotcl'Dieu^  called  in  Sweden-  the  Royal 
Lazaretto.     In  this  building  there  is  room 
for  an  hundred  patients,  fome  of  whom  pay 
for  their  cure,  and  others  receive  it  gratis  : 
there  is  never  here  more  than  one  patient 
in  a  bed.  Befides  thefe,  each  parifli  in  Stock- 
holm has  its  hofpital  ;   but  their  refources 
are  very  confined.     Two  refpedtable  afy- 
lums  contain  each  about  twenty  or  thirty 
widows.     There  are  alfo  two  hofpitals  for 
orphans  and  poor  children,  one  of  which 
was  founded  by  the  city,  and  the  other  by 
the  Free   Mafoiis.     The   children   rem,ain 

there 
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îhei'e  till  a  certain  age,  after  which  they  are 
fent  out  to  board  in  the  neighbouring  vil- 
lages.    Two  lying-in  hofpitals,  for  deliver- 
ing women  gratis,  which  have  been  fuccef- 
fively  eftabliflied,  one  by  the  zeal  of  the  fo- 
ciety  pro  patriae  and  the  other  by  the  care 
of  government,  do   no  lefs  honour  to  the 
capital  of  Sweden.     Thefe  may  be  conli- 
dered  as  fo  many  feminaries  for  nurfes  ;  as 
fchools  for  medical  ftudents,  who  wiih  to 
be  acquainted  with  a  branch  of  their  pro- 
feflion  of  the  higheft  importance  to  huma- 
nity ;  as  afylums  to  poor  and  unhappy  mo- 
thers, who  cannot  procure  that  afliftance 
which  they  have  occafion  for  ;  and  as  places 
of  Ihelter,  where  young  women,  who  have 
fallen  vidims  to  fedudion,  may  conceal  their 
misfortune,  and  be  preferved,  by  that  con- 
ibling  idea,  from  thofe  crimes  which  the  too 
powerful  dread  of  being  expofed  to  fhame 
and  negled:  might  induce  them  to  commit. 
In  one  of  thefe  eftabUihments  1 13  children 
were  born  between  1775,  the  period  of  its 
foundation,  and  the  year  1 77S.     People  are 
inoculated,  free  of  any  expence,  in  a  houfc 
'  which 
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which  the  college  of  medicine  has  ordered 
to  be  fitted  up  for  that  purpofe.  This  col- 
lege was  founded  under  Charles  XI.  :  all  the 
-phyficians  of  the  kingdom  belong  to  it  ; 
but  it  is  more  particularly  compofed  of  a 
prefident  and  feveral  affiliants.  Anatomy 
and  midwifery  are  taught  publicly  by  two 
profefTors  under  its  infpedion  :  the  fund 
which  fupports  it  arifes  from  a  duty  on 
wine,  coffee,  and  fpirituous  liquors.  A  com- 
pany of  furgeons,  compofed  of  a  prefident 
and  feveral  affiliants,  has  been  eftablilhed 
alfo  for  fome  years  at  Stockholm  :  it  has 
the  infpedion  of  all  the  furgeons  in  the 
country. 

In  order  to  afcertain  the  exad:  ftate  of 
the  population  of  the  kingdom,  the  dates, 
in  1 74 1 5  created  a  remarkable  inftitution, 
highly  worthy  of  being  imitated  in  every 
other  country.  This  inftitution,  called  the 
commijjion  of  regifiers^  is  intrufted  with  the 
care  of  colleûing  and  comparing  all  the  re- 
gillers  of  marriages,  births,  and  deaths,  in 
Sweden  ;  it  correfponds  with  every  town 
and  pariffi,  and  diftributes  to  the  magif- 

trates 
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trates  and  clergy  forms  of  regifters  divided 
into  feveral  tables.     The  firfl  table  contains 
births,   deaths,  and   marriages  in  general; 
the  fécond  deaths,  and  the  third  the  fum 
total  of  the  inhabitants.     The  two  firft  ta- 
bles  are  accompanied  with  the  number  of 
legitimate    and  illegitimate  children  ;   that 
of  double  or  triple  births,  and  that  of  di- 
vorces.    To  thefe  are  alfo  added  the  ages 
of  thofe  women  who  are  delivered  ;  the 
ages  of  thofe  who  marry;  the  fex  and  age 
of  thofe  who  die  ;  the  caufes  of  their  death  ; 
the  difeafes  prevalent  at  each  feafon,  &c.  &c. 
Notwithftanding  all  the  efforts  of  govern- 
ment to  advance  the  progrefs  of  popula- 
tion, Sweden  is  ftill  far  from  being  peo- 
pled  in  proportion  to  its  extent.     There 
were  reckoned  to  be 


In  1751 

2,229,660 

'^757 
1760 

1763 

1766 

1769 

1772 

2,307,599 

2,383*113 
2,466,568 

2,502,363 

2,571,800 

2,584,261^ 

>  Souls. 
Mr. 
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Mr.  Wargentin  having  found,  by  the  in-* 
creafe  in  eight  dioccfes,  that  between  1775 
and  1780  the  number  of  inhabitants  had 
been  augmented  89,000,  thence  concluded, 
ill  a  Memoir  prefented  to  the  Academy  of 
Sciences  at  Stockholm,  that  the  fourteen 
diocefes  which  compofe  the  kingdom  had 
gained  an  increafe  of  200,000  fouls  from 
1772  to  1782  ;  and  that  the  number  of 
inhabitants,  at  the  latter  period,  might  be 
confidered  as  amounting  to  nearly  three 
millions,  including  100,400  in  the  Ger- 
man poffefllons.  Population  is  fufEciently 
numerous  in  the  fouthern  provinces  ;  but  it 
decreafes  in  proportion  as  W£  advance 
northwards  :  two  or  three  hundred  perfons 
often  occupy  a  fquare  league.  Some  of 
the  northern  provinces  have  hov/ever  in.» 
creafed  confiderably  in  population  of  late 
years.  Norland  has  experienced  a  happy 
revolution  in  fpme  of  its  diftri(fts:  in  the 
year  1729  there  were  in  all  Finland  only 
142,606  inhabitants;  but  at  prefent  there 
are  above  600,000.  But  who  will  ever 
cultivate  Lapland  ?  Wheu  will  thefe  bar- 
ren regions,  which  Nature  hath  treated  with 

all 
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all  the  feverity  of  a  ftep-mother,  be  peopled? 
Swedifh  Lapland,  which  in  extent  exceeds 
many  confiderable  liâtes,  contains  no  mqre 
th^n  70PQ  fouls, 

A  Swedifli  author,  who  calculated  the 
moft  general  divifion  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Sweden  for  the  year  1760,  made  them 
amount,  at  that  period,  to  2,383,113,  and 
deducing  thofe  incapable,  either  on  account 
of  their  age  or  their  condition,  to  contri- 
bute to  the  advancement  of  indullry,  there 
remained  but  1,800,000  fit  for  thofe  la- 
bours which  are  the  balls  of  public  pro- 
fperity.  Since  that  epoch  population  has 
made  confiderable  progrefs  ;  but  the  propor- 
tion is  ftill  the  fame.  In  a  Memoir  written 
by  Mr.  Wargentin,  on  the  proportion  of  the 
inhabitants  of  towns  to  thofe  in  the  country, 
the  author  afligns  fix  or  feven  perfons  to 
each  family  in  towns.  In  all  thofe  of  the 
kingdom,  there  were 

In  1751  -  34,585  jp^^-IÎ,,. 

1772  -  42,070] 

Thefe  numbers  multiplied  by   6^  give 
for 

175I 
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1751—224,8011.  .       .  . 

[inhabitants  in  cities, 
1772-^273,455] 

« 

If  we   fubtradl   thefe   refults  from    the 

total  of  the  population  of  the  above  years, 

there  will  remain  for 

^75"^      '      ?»990v837l  inhabitants  in 
1772      -      2,310,806/   the  country. 

It  follows  that  the  former  were  to  the 
latter, 

In   1 75 1,  as  1000  to  8,856 
1772,  as   1000  to  8,450 

In  Stockholm  there  are  reckoned  to  be 
70,000  inhabitants  ;  in  Gottehburg  20,000  j 
in  Norkœping  9000  ;  in  Carlfcrona  9000  ; 
in  Obo  8000  ;  in  Gefle  6000  ;  in  Fahlun, 
Malmce,  and  Landfcrona,  4000.  Thefe  are 
the  moft  populous.  Among  the  reft  there 
are  fome  which  do  not  contain  above  300. 
Capitals  in  every  country  are  theatres  of  vice 
and  corruption.  At  Stockholm,  for  twelve 
or  fixteen  years,  the  number  of  illegitimate 
children  has  beçn  doubled  :  every  feventh 
child   is   of  that   defcription.      Marriages 

have 
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ïiave  decreafed  ia  a  ftriklng  manner;  in 
1767  there  were  732,  and  in  1782  only 
476  :  during  one  of  the  late  years  there 
were  1807  births,  and  3084  deaths. 

The  table  of  births  and  deaths  for  the 
whole  kingdom,  in  general,  is  lefs  alarming. 
From  the  year  1774  to  1777  it  is  as  fol- 
lows : 

BIRTHS. 

Females.  Total. 

4553S0  92,462 

46,030  93,32s 

44*583  90*^63 

45»334  92.45^ 


Years. 

Males. 

1774 

47,082 

Ï775    — 

47,492 

1776    — 

46,280 

1777    ■— 

47,122 

D  E  A 

Years. 

Males. 

1774     — . 

37,966 

''lis  • 

32,254 

J  776 

31,982 

1777     — 

35.227 

Females.  Total. 

29)249  57>2i5 

Zh'^S'^  65,412 

32,437  64,419 

"We  fhall  here  fubjoin  the  lift  of  child- 
mm-ders,  from  the  year  1749  to  1778,  as 
publiflied  by  Mr.  Wargentin. 
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ïn  the  year  1 749 

9 

1764 

7 

1750 

10 

1765 

14 

^7S^ 

^9 

1766 

5 

^75^ 

7 

1767 

18 

Ï753 

12 

1768 

14 

Ï754 

12 

1769 

6 

"^155 

II 

1770 

8 

^1S^ 

9 

1 77 1 

4 

^157 

10 

1772 

12 

3758 

6 

.  ^773 

18 

J  759 

15 

'^77^ 

16 

1760 

7 

1775 

7 

1761 

13 

1776 

12 

1762 

10 

1777 

21 

1763 

10 

1778 

20 

Several  Swedifh  writers,  whofe  aflertions 
have  been  repeated  in  other  countries, 
maintain,  that  Sweden  has  been  deprived 
by  emigrations  of  a  number  of  ufeful  citi- 
zens. 

The  Royal  Academy  of  Sciences  at 
Stockholm  even  propofed  a  prize,  fome  time 
ago,  to  the  perfon  who  fhould  difcover  the 
beft  method  of  preventing  an  evil  fo  fatal 
to  the  ftate  ;  but  this  idea  is  now  exploded, 

becaufe 
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becaufe  k  has  been  proved,  that  thofe  emi- 
grations, of  which  fo  melancholy  a  pidure 
was  exhibited,  can  have  no  influence  upon 
the  progrefs  of  population.  The  Swedes 
are  fond  of  travelling  ;  they  imagine  other 
countries  to  be  richer  and  more  agreeable 
than  their  own,  and. they  confider  them  as 
more  brilliant  and  more  extenfive  theatres, 
where  Fortune  is  waiting  to  crown  them 
with  her  favours  :  but  at  the  fame  time  the 
Swedes  love  their  own  country;  they  have  an 
affedtion  for  the  foil  which  gave  them  birth, 
and  the  ties  of  friendfhip,  education,  and 
early  cuftoms,  foon  make  them  fenfible  of 
their  afcendancy.  Fortune  is  found  to  be 
lefs  kind  than  they  expelled  ;  flie  deceives 
thofe  fond  hopes  which  they  took  a  plea- 
fure  in  cherilhing  :  they  return  to  the  bofoni 
of  their  families,  and  with  joy  revifit  their 
native  clime.  The  abfence  of  a  few  artifts, 
eftablifhed  in  Germany  and  France,  and  of 
a  few  officers  employed  in  foreign  fervice, 
can  never  do  any  hurt  to  the  general  po- 
pulation. 

There  are  other  obftacles   much  more 
P  2  pernicious. 
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pernicious,  which  impede  its  increafcé  Fe- 
cundity is  not  fo  great  in  Sweden  as  in  the 
fouthern  countries.  People  cannot  multiply 
fo  much  on  an  ungrateful  foil,  and  under  a 
climate  which  fetters  labour,  as  in  countries 
where  Nature  féconds  the  efforts  of  induf- 
try  by  her  benign  influence.  Though  every 
precaution  has  been  taken  to  prevent  the  ra- 
vages occafioned  by  famine,  bad  feafons 
prove  ftill  very  fatal  to  thefe  provinces,  na- 
turally barren,  and  placed  in  fuch  a  fituation 
that  relief  cannot  eafily  be  given  them. 
The  great  ufe  which  the  people  make  of 
fpirits  enervates  their  bodies,  deftroys  the 
prolific  principles,  and  renders  them  fub- 
jedt  to  difeafes  each  more  deftrudive  than 
another.  Men  born  with  robuft  conftitu- 
tions — men  in  the  flower  of  their  age,  vege- 
tate, languifh,  and  drop  into  the  grave,  vic- 
tims to  their  paflion  for  a  treacherous  li- 
quor :  marriages  become  every  day  more 
Uncommon,  and  lefs  happy,  among  citizens 
of  the  higher  clafles— the  melancholy  ef- 
fects of  luxury,  corruption,  and  diflTipation. 
This  evil,  which  tends  more  than  any  other 

to 
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to  check  propagation,  becaufe  it  poifons  the 
fources  of  life,  increafes  more  and  more  in 
Sweden  :  it  has  now  pafled  the  boundaries 
of  the  capital,  and  is  difFufed  throughout 
the  whole  country. 

A  great  number  of  works  have  been  pub- 
lifhed  in  Sweden  on  the  population  of  the 
country,  and  the  means  of  increafmg  it  ; 
but  no  one  has  yet  handled  this  fubjedt 
with  fo  much  fuccefs  as  Mr.  Wargentin. 
Being  one  of  the  public  commiffioners  of 
the  regifter  office,  this  learned  man  em- 
ployed himfelf  with  great  zeal  on  an  objedt 
in  which  his  mind  and  his  heart  were  both 
iflterefted  ;  and  he  every  year  laid  before 
adminiftration  corred  lifts  and  clear  refults. 
This  refpedtable  charader  *  is  now  no 
more  ;  and  the  fciences,  friendfhip,  and  his 

*  He  was  ftcretary  to  the  Royal  Academy  of  Sciences  at 
Stockholm,  and  member  of  that  at  Pan's.  He  died  at  Stock- 
holm, the  place  of  his  nativity,  on  the  ift  of  September 
1785,  aged  fixty-fix.  Aftronomy  is  indebted  to  him  for  a 
very  important  difcoveiy,  refpedliijg  the  equations  of  Jupi- 
ter's fatellitcs.  The  Academy  of  Sweden  caufed  a  medal  to 
be  ftruck  in  honour  of  him,  and  procured  a  penfion  for  hi» 
children,  as  he  had  been  employed  more  in  promoting  the 
advancement  of  fdence  than  in  increafmg  his  fortune.    T. 
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country,  deplore  their  lofs.  The  fincereft 
regret  accompanied  him  to  the  tomb,  and 
he  indeed  deferved  it.  How  great  the 
knowledge  he  pofîefîed  !  what  depth  of 
reafoning,  and  at  the  fame  time  what  fim- 
plicity,  modefty,  and  candour  !  No  one 
could  fee  Mr.  Wargentin  without  enter- 
taining that  veneration  for  him  which  ta- 
lents and  virtue  command ,  and  no  one 
could  converfe  with  him  without  becoming 
wifer,  and  acquiring  frefh  knowledge. 
Thou  philofopher  and  fage,  may  thy  manes 
not  difdain  this  fmall  tribute  of  a  mortal 
who  admired  thy  genius,  who  refpeded  thy 
virtues,  and  who  had  the  honour  to  call 
himfelf  thy  friend  ! 
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CHAP.        XTIL 

NATURAL    RICHES. 

THOUGH  Nature  has  fhcwn  a  ma- 
nifeft  predilection  for  the  fouthern 
countries,  and  though  fhe  has  laviflied  her 
treafures  upon  them  with  the  utmoil  profu- 
fion,  fhe  has  not  entirely  forgotten  thofe  of 
the  North.  That  common  mother,  affec- 
tionate and  beneficent  even  under  the  mofl 
rigorous  fky,  difplays  her  ingenuity  in  de- 
vifmg  means  to  enrich  her  children,  in  fpite 
of  the  deftruûive  influence  of  a  frozen  cli- 
mate. Has  not  even  Lapland  its  rein  deer? 
Sweden  is  covered  with  forefls,  which 
abound,  above  all,  in  Norland  and  Finland  ; 
the  traveller  fees  there  in  all  their  beauty,  the 
beech,  the  birch,  and  the  fir,  the  modefl  rival 
of  the  proud  oak.  Thefe  forefts  fupply 
wood  for  fuel,  which  the  feverity  of  the 
climate  renders  fo  neceffary,  and  planks, 
P  /^  beams, 
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beams,  pitch,  and  tar.  They  undoubtedly 
deferve  the  utmoft  attention  of  government, 
which  has  indeed  employed  every  method 
poffible  to  prevent  thofe  deftrudive  ravages 
which  are  occafioned  by  improper  manage- 
ment; but  their  efforts  have  not  always 
been  attended  with  the  defired  fuccefs,  and 
the  forefts  are  expofed  to  frequent  devaf- 
tation. 

A  country  abounding  in  woods  ought  to 
afford  plenty  of  game  for  the  fportfman  ; 
but  this  is  not  the  cafe  in  Sweden  fo  much 
as  might  be  expected,  owing  doubtlefs  to 
the  great  length  of  the  winters.  The  only 
game  ufeful  to  the  public  confifts  of  differ- 
ent kinds  of  birds,  deftined  to  live  in  the 
North.  A  furprifmg  quantity  of  moor- 
fowl  and  cocks  of  the  wood  are  tranfported 
from  the  northern  to  the  fouthern  pro- 
vinces, and  are  fold  at  a  very  moderate 
price. 

There  are  few  kinds  of  fifh  which  are 
not  found  in  the  waters  by  which  Sweden 
is  furrounded  or  interfedled.  That  fpecies 
named  Jîrœnim'mg^  in  the  language  of  the 
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country,  and  known  no  where  elfe,  is  fo 
abundant  in  feveral  parts  of  the  Baltic, 
that  it  forms  the  principal  part  of  the  food 
of  the  inhabitants.  The  herring,  which  for 
fome  centuries  had  deferted  the  coafls  of 
Sweden,  again  made  its  appearance  there 
about  forty  or  fifty  years  ago.  The  princi- 
pal fifheries  are  in  the  province  of  Bohus  : 
they  produce  annually  about  300,000  tons, 
each  of  which  contains  1000  herrings.  The 
Swedifli  herrings,  however,  are  never  fo 
good  as  thofe  of  Holland  :  when  they  arrive 
on  the  northern  coafts  they  are  old,  and 
worn  out  with  the  fatigues  of  their  voyap-e; 
befides  this,  the  Swedes  are  not  fo  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  art  of  faking  and  packing 
them  as  the  Dutch.  A  natural  fource  of 
wealth,  flill  more  important  to  Sweden,  is 
its  mines.  What  a  fpedacle  to  behold  thofe 
vaft  fubterranean  retreats  which  conceal 
treafures  fo  valuable  !  Nature  there  appears 
in  gloomy,  yet  refpedlable  majefty,  and  dif- 
plays  as  great  a  variety  of  riches  as  fhe  does 
on  the  furface  of  the  globe,  which  fhe  has 
embellifhed  with  her  wonderful  produc- 
tions. 


ii8  A    GENERAL    VIEW 

tions.  And  man  there,  under  what  point  of 
view  does  he  appear  ?  He  undoubtedly 
muft  have  poflefled  no  fmall  fhare  of  know- 
ledge, firmnefs,  and  courage,  to  dig  into  the 
bowels  of  the  earth,  and  have  been  adtuated 
by  the  powerful  hope  of  enriching  himfelf, 
to  overcome  obftacles  in  appearance  infur- 
mountable,  and  to  perfill:  in  an  enterprife  as 
fatiguing  and  laborious,  as  dangerous  and 
terrible.  If  we  confider,  on  the  one  hand, 
the  miner  diving  in^o  the  dark  bowels  of 
the  earth,  and  on  thç  other  the  aeronaut 
traveYfmg  the  iinmeiife  ethereal  regions,  we 
mud  allow,  that  the  daring  and  enterprif- 
ing  efforts  of  mankind  fcarcely  know  any 
bounds. 

The  richeft  iron  mine  in  the  kingdom, 
that  of  Danmora,  is  fituated  in  the  province 
of  Upland,  which  in  every  refped:  is  one  of 
the  beft  in  Sweden.  This  mine,  the  greateft 
depth  of  which  is  eighty  fathoms,  occupies 
a  confiderable  extent  of  territory  ;  and  the 
ore  is  conveyed  to  the  furface  of  the  earth, 
through  feveral  pits  or  openings  made  for 
that  purpofe,  by  means  of  cafks  fixed  to 

large 
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large  cables,  which  are  put  in  motion  by 
horfes.  The  workmen,  Handing  upon  the 
edges  of  thefe  cafks,  and  having  their  arms 
clafped  round  the  cable,  defcend  and  afcend 
with  the  utmoft  compofure  :  they  remain  in 
the  mine  no  longer  than  the  time  required 
for  their  daily  labour.  The  water  is  drawa 
from  the  bottom  of  it  by  a  wheel  twenty- 
two  yards  in  diameter,  and  is  afterwards 
conveyed  along  an  aquedu6t  2500  yards  ia 
length.  At  certain  diftances  from  Danmora 
are  the  furnaces  of  Lœfftad,  Forfmark,  Œf- 
terby,  Gimo,  Harg,  and  Sœderfors.  All 
thefe  places  form  fo  many  villages,  which 
are  well  built  and  extremely  populous. 

All  this  country  is  interefting,  and  parti- 
cularly engages  the  attention  of  fuch  tra- 
vellers as  traverfe  it.  After  having  emerged 
from  an  obfcure  abyfs,  the  eye  dwells  with 
pleafure  on  bufhy  woods,  rich  fields,  green 
meadows,  and  beautiful  gardens  ;  while  mi- 
ners and  blackfmiths,  well  lodged  and  well 
fed,  as  they  all  are  in  Sweden,  exhibit  a 
piâure  of  vigour,  adivity,  and  contentment 
united.     The  approach  of  night  opens  a 

fcene 
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fcene  which  is  fingularly  ftriking  :  the  an- 
vil, groaning  under  repeated  ftrokes  of  the 
hamnfier,  forms  a  contraft  with  the  majeftic 
filence  of  the  plains  and  woods  ;  and  the 
flames  which  iffue  from  the  forges  diffufe 
flreams  of  light,  and  illuminate  the  heavens. 
At  feveral  forges  one  may  fee  fome  of  thofe 
Walloons  who  came  to  Sweden,  during  the 
reign  of  Guftavus  Adolphus,  to  teach  the 
Swedes  the  art  of  manufaduring  iron. 
They  are  ftill  diftingulfhed  by  feveral  cha- 
radleriftic  marks  :  they  are  more  lively  and 
cheerful  than  the  old  inhabitants  ;  they 
wear  a  particular  drefs,  which  fhews  that 
they  have  a  tafte  for  ornament  ;  and  they 
marry  only  among  themfelves,  by  which 
means  they  tranfmit  their  manners  and 
cuftoms  from  generation  to  generation. 

There  are  iron  mines  in  the  greater  part 
of  the  provinces  of  this  vaft  kingdom,  but 
they  cannot  be  opened  without  hurting 
other  branches  of  national  induftry  ;  befides, 
fome  of  them  are  fituated  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner, that  the  expences  of  working  them 
'ijvould  be  too  confiderable,   Thofe  wrought 

at 
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at  prefent  produce  annually  1,200,000 
fcJjp.'^^  of  mineral,  which  when  melted 
gives  400,000  fchp,  of  iron.  Thefe  mines 
employ,  in  the  whole  kingdom,  05,600 
perfons,  according  to  the  calculations  of  the 
fenator  Stockenftrœm,  who  wrote  a  memoir 
on  the  fubjeâ:.  The  learned  Polhem,  in  ano- 
ther memoir,  read  alfo  before  the  Academy  of 
Sciences  at  Stockholm,  pretends  that  the 
furnaces  and  forges  of  the  kingdom,  which 
give  iron  that  degree  of  perfeûion  which 
is  neceflary  before  it  can  be  ufed,  confume 
annually  2,400,000  loads  of  charcoal.  The 
ore  of  Utsen,  a  fmall  ifland  of  a  few  miles 
extent  in  the  province  of  Sjudermania, 
is  employed  to  facilitate  the  melting  of  that 
of  the  greater  part  of  the  other  mine. 
Thofe  who  work  thefe  mines  reduce  the 
ore  into  mafles  by  melting  it  ;  but  they 
cannot  forge  it,  unlefs  they  find  in  their  fo- 
i^efts  a  fufficiency  of  wood  to  make  charcoal. 

*  Schp.  is  the  contraflion  oifchepptimly  which  contains,  ac- 
cording t©  the  author,  about  320  pounds.  The  whole  produce 
therefore  of  the  Swedifli  mines  will  be  about  171,431  tons  of 
9¥C^  and  about  571142  tons  of  iron.     T. 
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Government  marks  out  thofe  forefts  which 
are  to  be  employed  for  this  purpofe  :  it  fixes 
alfo  the  quantity  and  the  price  of  the  char- 
coal which  the  forges  and  furnaces  may 
ufe. 

In  the  province  of  Dalecarlia,  at  a  fmall 
diftance  from  the  town  of  Fahlun,  are  fitu- 
ated  thofe  gloomy  and  obfcure  caverns, 
which  contain  the  beft  copper  in  Europe. 
The  mine  of  Fahlun  is  very  ancient,  and 
its  greateft  depth  at  prefent  is  1 80  fathoms. 
The  prmcipal  opening  exhibits  a  very  ftrik- 
ing  fpedtacle  :  you  there  behold  vaft  excava- 
tions, which,  having  been  formerly  ill  di- 
redted,  fell  to  pieces,  and  produced  heaps  of 
rubbifh.  Ladders  conduâ:  you  to  a  confi- 
derable  depth,  without  being  deprived  of 
day-light  ;  after  which  you  difcover,  by  the 
help  of  torches,  which  are  carried  before 
you,  miners,  and  their  habitations,  horfes, 
and  fiables.  Wooden  flairs  are  employed 
for  the  purp-'^fe  of  afcending  and  defcend- 
ing,  becauf  as  the  vitriolic  water  corrodes 
ropes  and  en  chains,  it  is  impofTible  to 
make  ufe  f      'uckets  or  cafks.     The  whole 
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apparatus  and  machinery,  pumps,  wheels, 
cyUnders,  and  aquedudls,  neceflary  to  free 
the  mine  from  the  water  which  it  contains, 
and  to  draw  up  the  ore,  fill  the  mind  with 
aftonifhment,  and  atteft  the  powers  and  re- 
fources  of  the  human  genius.  In  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  mines  nothing  is  to  be 
feen  but  wild  rocks,  barren  fields,  and  trees 
withered  by  a  malady  which  attacked  them, 
fome  years  ago,  while  fuch  a  thick  fmoke 
obfcures  the  horizon,  that  the  town  of 
Fahlun  is  often  hid  by  it,  and  the  houfes 
become  of  a  dulky  colour.  The  produce 
of  this  mine  has  been  fubjeâ:  to  great  varia* 
tions. 


In  1650 

it 

was 

10^000  fchp. 

1676 

- 

- 

16,000 

1690 

- 

- 

10,000 

1708 

- 

- 

8,867 

.  ^752 

- 

- 

5,000 

1767 

- 

- 

4--993 

Since  the  laft  period  it  has  decreafed  very 
little.  The  copper  ore  of  Fahlun  contains 
filvcr  ;  but  it  is  attended  with  too  much  e?c- 
pence  to  extrad  it.     The  mine  of  Otwid- 
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berg,  in  Smoland,  was  a  long  time  ne- 
glected ;  it  has  however  been  wrought  for 
fome  years  paft,  and  with  confiderable  pro- 
fit to  the  undertakers  :  it  produces  from  fix 
to  feven  thoufand  fchp.  per  annum.  The 
annual  produce  of  all  the  copper  mines  in 
Sweden  is  between  five  and  fix  thoufand 
fchp.  An  operation,  which  travellers  behold 
with  equal  pleafure  and  aftonifhment,  is 
performed  at  Fahlun  four  times  every  week; 
when  the  miners  have  colledicd  ore  enough 
to  fill  thirty-fix  buckets,  they  convey  it  to 
the  furface  of  the  earth,  where  it  is  divided 
into  twelve  heaps  of  equal  value.  Four  of 
thefe  heaps  are  employed  for  paying  ex- 
pences  :  the  price  of  them  is  fixed  by  an 
overfeer,  who  fuperintends  the  fale  of  the 
reft:,  which  are  immediately  difpofed  of  to 
the  higheft  bidder. 

The  mine  of  Fahlun  was  long  a  fource 
of  riches  ;  but  it  is  now  apprehended  that 
it  will  not  continue  fo.  Bad  management, 
an  increafe  of  expences,  which  become 
greater  in  proportion  to  the  depth  of  the 
pits,  the  jarring  interefts  of  thofe  who  dig 

put 
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out  die  ore,  and  tliofe  who  forge  it,  and 
laftly  the  low  price  of  copper,  have  pro- 
duced a  fenfible  derangement  in  thefe  la- 
bours. This  important  objeû  was  referred 
to  the  difcuffion  of  the  Hates  in  1786,  and 
affiftance  was  requefted  from  the  bank  of 
Stockholm  ;  but  the  direûors  refufed  to  rua 
any  rifk  by  making  advances.  If  circum- 
ftances  do  not  change,  and  if  no  effedual 
expedient  be  difcovered,  Fahlun  mufl  foon 
fall  into  complete  ruin. 

Of  the  filver  mines  which  nature  has  be- 
ftowed  on  Sweden,  that  of  Salberg,  near 
the  city  of  Sala  in  Weftmania,  is  the  oldeft 
and  richeft.  According  to  fome  Swedifh 
authors,  it  produced  in  the  fourteenth  cen- 
tury upwards  of  24,000  marcs  per  annum. 
This  fecundity  decreafed  fo  much  in  the 
following  centuries,  that  about  the  end  of 
the  laft  it  fcarcely  yielded  one  thoufand.  In 
the  prefent  century  it  has  produced  from 
fixteen  to  eighteen  hundred.  The  lead  ne- 
ceflary  for  melting  it  is  procured  from  the 
mineral.  Anthony  Swab,  an  able  minera- 
logift,  has  difcovered  a  method  of  extradl- 
Q^  ing 
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ing  filver  from  fcoria,  which  was  formerly 
thrown  away  as  rubbifh.  The  greateft  depth 
of  the  mhie  of  Salberg  is  one  hundred  and 
fixty  fathoms  :  the  workmen  afcend  and  de- 
fcend  by  buckets  and  ladders.  The  inte- 
rior part  of  this  mine  exhibits  a  very  ftrik- 
ing  view,  and  the  eye  with  admiration  con- 
templates thofe  brilliant  mafles,  from  which 
the  ingenuity  of  man  extracts  that  metal  fo 
dear  to  his  avarice.  The  works  of  Salberg, 
however,  are  neither  fo  remarkable,  nor  fo 
numerous,  as  thofe  of  Danmora  and  Fahlun.. 
There  are  fome  other  filver  mines  in  Swe- 
den; but  the  produce  of  them  is  of  very 
little  confequence.  After  the  ore  is  melted, 
and  the  metal  refined,  it  is  fent,  thus  pre- 
pared, to  the  mint  at  Stockholm. 

In  the  year  1738  a  gold  mine  was  difco- 
vered  in  Smoland,  at  a  place  called  iEdel- 
fors.  This  mine  is  very  poor,  and  produces 
only  from  five  to  fix  thoufand  ducats  an- 
nually, which  do  not  defray  the  expences 
of  working  it.  The  lead  mine  difcovered 
in  Finland  is  not  yet  thoroughly  explored  : 
it  is  faid,  that  it  will  yield  only  a  very 
2  fmall 
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fmall  quantity  of  metal.  Three  hundred 
ft'hp,  of  fulphur,  from  eight  to  nine  hundred 
fchp.  of  vitriol,  and  feventeen  hundred  tons 
of  a  red  earth  fit  for  paintings  are  procured 
every  year  from  a  place  called  Dylta,  in  the 
province  of  Nericia.  Andrarum,  Lofvars^ 
Garphyttan,  &c.  furnifli,  one  year  with 
another,  ^000  tons  of  alum.  Scandia  con- 
tains coal  mines,  which  have  lately  engaged 
the  attention  of  government.  Quarries  of 
flate  are  very  abundant,  and  are  wrought 
with  great  care.  Thofe  of  marble  are  not 
fo  numerous  ;  but  they  are  much  richer. 
The  illes  of  Gothland  and  Œland  furniih 
great  plenty  of  lime  ftone. 

The  mines  of  Sweden  belonged  formerly 
to  the  clergy  ;  but  as  the  proprietors  of 
them  did  not  know  their  value,  they  were 
negledted.  They  were  afterwards  appro- 
priated by  the  crown,  and  wrought  at  its 
expence  ;  but  they  were  at  length  farmed 
out  to  individuals,  on  very  advantageous 
terms.  They  pay  3t  per  cent,  when  the 
mine  is  fituated  on  ground  exempt  from 
taxes,  and  10  per  cent,  when  it  is  upon 
0^2  taxed 


228  A    GENERAL    VIEW 

taxed  ground.  Thofe  who  enter  into  thefe 
engagements  with  the  crown  form  feveral 
aflbciations,  divided  into  more  or  fewer 
fhares.  No  perfon  has  ever  yet  been  found 
who  would  undertake  to  work  the  gold 
mine  of  iEdelfors« 

The  principal  riches  of  Sweden  are  con- 
tained in  the  bowels  of  the  earth  ;  and 
for  this  reafon  the  chief  attention  of  go- 
vernment has  always  been  directed  thither, 
Ordonances  refpeding  the  labour  of  the 
mines  appeared  as  early  as  the  thirteenth 
century  ;  Guftavus  I.  and  Gufta\ils  Adol- 
phus  publilhed  a  great  many.  The  col- 
lege of  mines  is  an  eftahlifhment  of  the 
higheft  utility  :  it  has  lately  undergone  fe- 
veral adv^antageous  alterations,  which  tend 
to  bring  it  ftill  to  greater  perfection.  For 
the  relief  of  thofe  who  are  engaged  in  the 
mining  bufinefs,  or  who  are  proprietors  of 
forges,  an  eftablilhment  was  formed  in  the 
year  1740,  under  the  title  of  the  Iron  Office, 
where  money  is  lent  upon  that  metal  at  the 
rate  of  four  per  cent.  The  funds  of  the 
company  to  whom  it  belongs   arife   from 

the 
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the  profits  of  the  trade  they  carry  on,  and 
from  the  duties  which  they  levy  upon  iron 
when  exported  by  others.  They  are  al- 
lowed to  purfue  fuch  meafures  as  they  may 
judge  moft  conducive  to  their  intereft  ;  and 
they  meet  every  three  years  in  order  to 
choofe  directors. 

The  Germans  firfl:  made  the  Swedes  ac- 
quainted with  the  art  of  working  mines, 
and  manufadluring  the  metals  procured 
from  them  ;  but  that  part  of  the  art  which 
depends  upon  mechanics  nas  been  brought 
to  great  perfection  by  a  Swede,  whofe  name 
ought  to  be  immortal  in  Sweden.  To  the 
inventive  genius  of  Chriftopher  Polhem  are 
his  countrymen  indebted  for  thofe  furprifmg 
machines  which  ftrike  the  eye  of  every  tra- 
veller at  Danmora,  Fahlun,  and  Salberg, 
This  celebrated  mechanic  was  invited  to 
Ruffia  by  Peter  I.  ;  but  he  refufed  to  accept 
the  oifers  made  to  him,  as  he  confidered  it 
more  glorious  to  ferve  his  own  country, 
than  to  fliare  in  the  labours  of  the  creator 
of  an  empire.  Sweden  did  not  forget  a 
fon  who  Ihewed  himfelf  fo  worthy  of  her 
0^3  gratitude; 
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gratitude  :  his  fervices  were  rewarded  by 
honours,  titles,  and  penfions.  It  is  pleafing 
to  fee  talents  employed  for  the  good  of  the 
public  ;  and  it  affords  no  lefs  fatisfadion  to 
fee  them  crowned  with  thofe  rewards  which 
they  deferve. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.     XIV. 

CULTIVATION. 

THOSE  labours  which  fertilize  the 
fields,  and  add  to  the  riches  of  na- 
ture, are  worthy  of  attention  in  every  coun- 
try ;  but  above  all  in  thofe  where  they  feem 
to  have  been  forbidden  to  man,  and  where, 
in  purfuing  them,  he  muft  ftruggle  againil 
numerous  obftacles,  and  give  ftriking  proofs 
of  genius,  patience  and  courage. 

The  inhabitants  of  Sweden  lived  formerly 
by  hunting  and  iifhing,  but  principally  by 
the  latter  ;  and  they  continued  this  mode  of 
exifting  longer  than  other  nations,  becaufe 
a  decided  tarte  for  war,  and  the  nature  of 
their  country,  feemed  to  invite  them  to  it. 
In  procefs  of  time,  however,  they  began 
to  think  of  cultivating:  that  foil  on  which 
Heaven  had  placed  them.  Guftavus  I. 
who  negleûed  no  branch  of  public  admi- 
niftration,  exerted  himfelf  with  great  afli- 
0^4  duity 
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duity  in  advancing  the  progrefs  of  agricul- 
ture. Like  a  tender  and  enlightened  parent, 
who  fpares  no  trouble  when  the  happinefs 
of  his  children  is  concerned,  he  converfed 
with  the  farmers,  and  gave  them  ufeful  ad- 
vice refpeûing  the  art  of  turning  their  pof- 
feffions  to  advantage.  The  reigns  which 
followed  that  of  Guflavus  were  marked 
fometimes  by  domeftic  broils,  and  fome- 
times  by  v/ars  and  conquefts.  The  Swedes 
acquired  rich  granaries  when  they  got 
polfefïion  of  Livonia  and  feveral  of  the 
northern  provinces  of  Germany.  Guftavus 
Adolphus,  Charles  X.  and  Charles  XIL 
accuftomed  them  more  to  handle  the  fword 
than  to  guide  the  plough  ;  but  a  change  of 
times  introduced  a  change  of  cuftoms  and 
other  cares.  Being  deprived  of  their  fo- 
reign magazines,  they  found  it  neceflary  to 
repair  the  lofs  ;  but  this  could  not  be  done 
without  paying  the  clofeft  attention  to  the 
cultivation  of  their  native  foil  :  agriculture 
therefore  became  the  obje(St  of  the  folicitude 
of  government,  and  individuals  exerted 
themfelves  with  no  lefs  zeal  to  render  it 
fburifhing.  \^  In 
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In  travelling  through  Sweden  one  finds 
fields  well  cultivated,  and  covered  with  rye, 
wheat,  barley,  and  oats.  Meadows  are  not 
wanting,  feme  of  which  are  natural,  others 
artificial,  and  they  produce  excellent  grafs  ; 
but  they  can  be  mown  only  once.  Vege- 
tables of  every  kind  are  known  and  reared  : 
potatoes  grow  in  abundance,  and  the  people 
begin  to  be  fond  of  them.  Proprietors  of 
land  who  are  in  eafy  circumftances  have 
orchards,  kitchen -gardens,  hot-beds,  and 
green-houfes,  and  difplay  on  their  tables 
cherries,  pears,  plums,  and  melons,  which 
would  do  no  difhonour  to  the  fouthern 
countries.  An  induftrious  farmer  has  formed 
a  garden  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Torneo, 
and  his  labour  has  been  more  than  doubly 
rewarded  by  abundant  crops.  During  the 
reign  of  Chiiftina,  an  ordonance  was  pub- 
lifhed,  enjoining  every  peafant  to  plant 
fruit-trees  around  his  habitation  -,  but  this 
order  has  been  neglected.  It  might  how- 
ever be  eafily  executed  :  common  cherries, 
goofeberries,  feveral  forts  of  pears  and  ap- 
ples^ ripen  in  the  open  air  in  moll  of  the  pro- 
3  vinces  ; 
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vinces;  and  trees  require  very  little  attention, 
and  generally  withftand  the  feverity  of  the 
winter.  Among  the  pears  which  ripen  in  Swe- 
den, the  moft  remarkable  is  the  bergamot  ; 
and  among  the  apples  that  of  Aftracan, 
which  has  a  moil  agreeable  tafte. 

For  fome  years  paft  the  Swedes  have  ap- 
plied with  great  ardour  to  the  cultivation  of 
hemp  and  flax  ;  and  en  this  account  they 
import  much  lels  than  before  from  other 
countries.  Tobacco,  fo  highly  valued  by 
all  the  people  of  the  north,  is  alfo  greatly 
eftcemed  in  Sweden  :  the  fields  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  capital,  and  of  fome  other 
cities,  are  entirely  covered  with  it.  Bees, 
too,  are  not  negleded  ;  but  the  climate 
feems  to  be  unfavourable  for  breeding  them; 
and  the  Swedes  perhaps  have  not  fufficiently 
ftudied  the  care  and  attention  which  thefe 
ufeful  infedls  require  in  cold  countries. 

The  half  of  thofe  vaft  territories  which 
compofe  Sweden  is  occupied  by  forefts, 
lakes,  marjfhes,  rocks,  and  underwood. 
Rich  proprietors,  however,  improve  a  great 
deal  by  blowing  up  rocks,  clearing  away 

woods, 
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woods,  draining  marfhes,  and  rooting  up 
bulhes.  By  thefe  means  fields  and  mea- 
dows increafe  every  year,  and  induftry  makes 
new  conquefts  over  nature. 

Vegetation  languifhcs  for  a  long  time  in 
the  north  ;  and  by  the  fe verity  of  the  win- 
ter it  often  lofes  that  valuable  force  which, 
in  other  countries,  is  fo  profitable  to  man: 
but  when  the  fine  weather  commences,  its 
remaining  vigour  expands  with  furprifing 
rapidity  :  the  fun,  which  fcarcely  ever  quits 
the  horizon,  heats  the  atmofphere,  and  pro- 
duces at  the  fame  time  both  flowers  and 
fruit.  The  Swedes  fow  in  May,  and  reap 
in  Auguft.  The  feeds  committed  to  the 
earth  in  autumn  exhibit  a  very  ftriking  phe- 
nomenon ;  they  fpring  up,  and  form  a  car- 
pet of  the  moft  beautiful  verdure  :  but  the 
fnow  arrives,  and  foon  hides  this  rich  de- 
coration. For  fix  or  feven  months  it  is  en- 
tirely concealed  from  view;  and  one  ima- 
gines that  it  has  difappeared  for  ever  :  but 
on  the  return  of  fpring  it  revives  in  all  its 
beauty.  Having  received  nourifhment  un- 
der the  thick  cruft  with  which  it  was  co- 
vered. 
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vered,  inftead  of  lofing  its  fplendour  and 
frefhnefs,  it  difplays  new  charms,  and  de- 
lights every  eye. 

Another  fpedlacle  common  in  Sweden 
deferves  alfo  to  be  mentioned.  Burfting 
flames  rife  from  the  woods,  a  thick  fmoke 
obfcures  the  heavens,  and  the  traveller  ima- 
gines that  he  beholds  a  dreadful  conflagra- 
tion :  his  fears,  however,  are  foon  diflipated 
when  he  is  informed,  that  fome  farmer  in 
the  neighbourhood  has  fet  fire  to  the  bufhes, 
in  order  to  clear  a  piece  of  ground,  which 
he  afterwards  fows,  and  to  which  the  alhes 
of  the  v/ood  ferve  as  a  manure  :  fuch  a  field 
is  called  fvedjeland.  This  method  of  ferti- 
lizing the  ground  is  far  from  being  pro- 
fitable ;  it  deftroys  the  woods,  and  the 
ground,  after  producing  for  two  or  three 
years,  becomes  entirely  ufelefs.  It  is  there- 
fore generally  difapproved,  and  is  rarely 
praiStifed  fmce  agriculture  has  been  brought 
to  perfection. 

The  rearing  of  cattle  is  one  of  the  moft 
important  branches  of  rural  economy  ;  the 
Swedes  are  well  acquainted  with  it,  and  do 

not 
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not  negled  it  ;  but  their  cattle  are  fmall,  as 
is  the  cafe  ia  all  the  other  northern  re- 
gions ;  and  they  would  be  more  fo,  were 
not  the  breed  mended  by  a  mixture  with 
thofe  of  other  countries.  They  cannot  feed 
on  grafs  for  more  than  five  or  fix  months  ; 
during  the  reft  of  the  year  they  are  con- 
fined to  their  ftalls,  and  coft  the  proprietors 
a  confiderable  fum  for  their  maintenance. 

Other  difficulties  arifmg  from  the  climate 
tend  greatly  to  retard  the  progrefs  of  cul- 
tivation :  dry  fprings,  wet  harvefts,  early  or 
late  frofts,  the  cold  and  fliade  occafioned 
by  thick  and  marfhy  forefts,  and  the  in- 
a£livity  that  takes  place  during  the  long 
winters,  when  man  participates  in  the  ftu- 
por  of  nature,  are  the  principal  obftacles 
oppofed  by  the  climate  to  rural  labours. 
When  the  harveft  is  finifhed,  the  farmer 
meets  with  new  difficulties  in  vending  his 
produdlions,  as  the  channels  of  commerce 
are  often  fhut,  in  an  immenfe  country 
which  is  at  the  fame  time  very  ill  peopled. 
The  cuftom  of  making  the  peafants  furnifli 
horfes  and  carriages  to  travellers  muft  alfo 

be 
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be'  very  prejudicial  to  agriculture  :  the  pea- 
fant  is  paid,  it  is  true  ;  but  he  lofes  his  time, 
which  is  valuable,  negie(fls  more  eflential 
occupations,  and  acquires  a  fondnefs  for  an 
idle  and  wandering  life.  Bad  feafons  often 
ruin  the  farmer  :  if  he  is  not  rich  he  cannot 
find  means  to  procure  that  credit  which  is 
neceiTary,  and  perhaps  the  following  crops 
are  bad,  both  in  quantity  and  quality.  Pub- 
lic magazines  are,  however,  going  to  be 
eftablifhed,  which  will  no  doubt  be  of 
the  greateft  utility.  Notwithftanding  all 
thefe  inconveniences,  the  Swedes  would 
not  be  fo  often  obliged  to  import  grain 
from  foreign  countries,  did  they  renounce 
fpirituous  liquors,  which  confume  a  con- 
fiderable  part  of  the  produce  of  their 
foil.  Thev  have  beer,  and  that  alone 
might  be  fufhcient.  Some  Swedifli  politi* 
cians  pretend  that  they  were  lefs  expofed 
to  famines  in  thofe  remote  ages  when  the 
art  of  cultivating  the  earth  was  not  fo  far 
advanced  in  Sv^^eden  as  it  is  at  prefent  ;  but 
then  the  ufe  of  fpirituous  liquors  was  un* 
known  amongft  them.  They  maintain,  that 

under 
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under   Guftavus   I.    the   Swedes   exported 
corn. 

Scandia,  Oftrogothia,  and  Finland,  feem 
to  be  the  provinces  mod  fufceptible  of  thofe 
improvements  in  agriculture,  which  are  ef- 
fential  to  the  fubfiftance  of  man.  The  foil 
and  climate  of  Scandia  are  the  fame  as  thofe 
of  the  northern  diftricts  of  Germany  :  all 
kinds  of  grain  ripen  properly  in  that  pro- 
vince, and  the  cattle  attain  to  a  greater  iize 
than  in  other  parts  of  Sweden.  Oftrogo- 
thia  is  a  delightful  country,  interfered  with 
hills  and  lakes  :  its  inhabitants  are  intelli- 
gent and  adive.  Finland  abounds  with 
fertile  plains  and  excellent  paftures  ;  the  foil 
there  has  yielded  fometimes  twenty  and 
thirty  fold  :  hemp,  flax,  and  tobacco,  thrive 
well.  In  the  northern  part  of  it  there  are 
vaft  diftricts,  which  the  neareft  villages  took 
pofleffion  of  without  a  legal  title,  and  which 
they  could  not  turn  to  any  advantage. 
Government,  however,  ordered  thefe  to  be 
accurately  furveyed  ;  and  having  left  to  the 
ancient  proprietors  an  extent  proportioned 
to  their  means,  converted  the  reft  into  new 

farms 
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farms  fubjed  to  new  rents  ;  but  thofe  who 
pofTefs  them  are  exempted  from  paying 
them  for  twelve  years.  Smoland  fiipports 
itfelf  by  its  paftures.  Upland,  Sudermania, 
Weftmania,  and  Nericia,  have  an  ungrateful 
foil  ;  but  the  induftry  of  the  inhabitants 
affifts  the  efforts  of  nature,  and  for  the  moft 
part  procures  them  the  neceflaries  of  life. 
In  other  provinces  the  inhabitants  ftruggle 
againft  obftacles,  fometimes  with  fuccefs, 
but  often  with  great  lofs  :  in  fome  years 
they  are  obliged  to  mix  the  roots  and  the 
bark  of  trees  with  the  coarfe  meal  which 
they  ufe. 

Rural  economy  is  indebted,  for  the  great 
progrefs  it  has  made  in  Sweden,  to  the 
Royal  Academy  of  Sciences  at  Stockholm. 
This  learned  fociety,  by  the  memoirs  which 
it  publiihes,  has  thrown  great  light  upon 
feveral  eflential  objeds  of  agriculture  :  it  has 
made  known  the  art  of  diftinguifhing  the 
different  kinds  of  foil,  and  that  of  manuring 
and  tilling  them  :  it  has  alfo  procured  feeds 
from  foreign  nations,  and  diflributed  them 
throughout  the  country.  The  Patriotic  So- 
ciety, 
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ciety,  Inftituted  by  public-fpirited  and  en- 
Kghtened  citizens,  is  intitled  alfo  to  the 
gratitude  of  the  farmers  :  it  publiflies  an 
economical  journal  ;  coUeûs  models  of  fuch 
inftruments  of  agriculture  as  are  beft  adapted 
to  the  country,  and  rewards  by  prizes  thofe 
labourers  whofe  induftry  deferves  to  be  en- 
couraged. 

In  the  whole  kingdom  there  are  reckoned 
to  be  80,205  territorial  pofleflions,  or  herri'- 
man  ;  which  are  either  royal,  krono  hemman  ; 
frtt^frcelfe  hemman  3  or  taxed,  Jkatte  hemman, 
Thofe  of  the  firft  kind  depend  immediately 
on  the  crown,  which  farms  them  out,  purt 
krono  ;  thofe  of  the  fécond  belong  to  the  no- 
bility, and  fometimes  by  a  difpenfation  to 
peafants,^z^r/yr^^,  which  comprehends  the 
fceterier^  &c.  and  thofe  of  the  third  kind 
hold  of  the  crown,  particular  noblemen,  or 
peafants,  and  are  let  to  thofe  who  cultivate 
them  and  pay  the  quit  rents,  krono  Jkatte 
hemman^  frœlfe  Jkatte  hemman.  It  was 
long  forbidden  to  divide  territorial  poflef- 
fions  :  this  prohibition  the  fiâtes  annulled  in 
1748,  and  at  the  fame  time  eftablifhed  the 
furveyors  ojjice^  which  confifts  of  a  diredor, 
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an  overfeer,  five  engineers,  and  a  fecretary. 
One  hundred  and  fixteen  furveyors,  dif- 
perfed  throughout  the  provinces,  and  em- 
ployed under  the  diredion  of  this  officç, 
meafure  the  different  farms  to  facilitate  the 
levying  of  the  taxes.  Thefe  farms  they 
lay  out  in  fuch  a  manner  as  may  be  mofl 
favourable  to  cultivation,  and  divide  them, 
into  as  many  parts  as  the  proprietor  wifhes. 
Thefe  furveyors  delineate  geographical  and 
topographical  charts  of  the  diftricîts  they 
traverfe,  which  are  employed  by  govern- 
ment for  conftruding  thofe  general  and 
particular  maps  of  the  kingdom  which  they 
publifh. 

It  is  very  interefting  to  confider  man  in 
that  ftate  in  which  he  finds  himfelf  neareft 
to  his  primitive  exiftence.  Muft  not  thofe 
refpe<îïable  mortals,  who  by  afliduous  la- 
bour are  kept  at  a  diftance  from  vice  ;  whofe 
countenances  difplay  innocence  and  can- 
dour, and  who  are  acquainted  with  no  other 
luxury  than  a  beautiful  fky,  and  a  fmiling 
landfcape,  engage  our  attention  fooner  than 
tlie  courtier,  who  rifes  only  by  cringeing — 
than  that  favourite   of  fortune  who  repofes 

on 


OF    SWEDEN.  243 

on  down  in  the  arms  of  effeminacy — and 
than  the  conceited  coxcomb  who  difgraces 
the  dignity  of  man  by  the  futility  of  his 
tafte  ? — If  you  enter  the  cottage  of  the  Swe- 
difh  peafant,  you  will  there  behold  order, 
neatnefs,  hofpitality,  and  often  an  air  of 
opulence.  You  with  pleafure  contemplate 
the  perfon  who  inhabits  it  ;  his  food  is 
fimple,  but  fubftantial,  and  fuited  to  the  cli- 
mate; his  clothes,  though  coarfe,  are  de- 
cent ;  he  is  not  the  vidim  of  political  op- 
preffion,  and  he  bears  in  his  eyes  an  image 
of  his  foul,  which  is  not  crufhed  by  the  yoke 
of  defpotifm,  and  a  load  of  mifery.  For  the 
moft  part  he  can  read  and  write  ;  he  is  ac- 
quainted with  the  principal  faâs  of  the  hif- 
tory  of  his  country  ;  he  converfes  with  his 
children,  and  kindles  in  their  bofoms  the 
flame  of  patriotifm.  The  Swedifh  farmers 
are  divided  into  feveral  clafles,  according  to 
the  lands  which  they  poffefs  :  fome  of  them 
farm  the  crown  lands  for  a  certain  number 
of  years,  and  others  hold  farms  from  the  no- 
bility on  the  fame  terms.  There  is  alfo  a 
third  clafs  ftill  more  refpedable  :  it  confifts 
R  2  of 
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of  thofe  who  pofTefs  lands  taxed  for  the  be- 
nefit of  the  crown  :  they  purchafe  the  pro- 
duce of  thefe  lands,  and  it  pafles  fucceffively 
from  father  to  fon,  as  long  as  the  tenant 
fulfils  the  engagements  he  has  contrafted. 
Thefe  are  the  peafants  who,  by  the  confli- 
tution  of  the  country,  are  permitted  to  fit 
in  the  national  aflemblies.  Many  of  them 
have  aûed  a  confpicuous  part  in  the  politi- 
cal theatre,  at  thofe  critical  periods,  when 
anarchy  gave  rife  to  commotions  and  dif- 
cord.  The  name  of  Olof  Hokanfon  will 
always  be  refpeâed  in  Sweden:  this  pea- 
fant,  born  in  a  village  of  the  province  of 
Blekingen,  v/as  fent  as  the  deputy  of  his  or- 
der to  twelve  diets,  and  as  fpeaker  to  eight. 
In  1743,  when  the  ftates  were  deliberating 
on  the  appointment  of  a  fucceflbr  to  the 
throne,  the  nobility,  the  clergy,  and  the  citi- 
zens unanimoufly  made  choice  of  Adol- 
phus  Frederic  ;  but  the  peafants  not  ap- 
proving this  eleâ:ion,  violently  oppofed  it, 
and  refufed  to  give  their  vote  to  any  one 
but  the  prince  of  Denmark  Hokanfon, 
however,  undertook  to  bring  them  back  to 

a  fenfe 


O  F    s  W  E  D  E  N.  245 

a  fenfe  of  their  duty  ;  and  having  aflembled 
them,  in  the  fpace  of  one  hour  prevailed  on 
them  to  agree  in  fentiment  with  the  other 
reprefentatives  of  the  nation.  This  worthy 
citizen  died  at  Stockholm,  during  the  diet 
of  1769,  aged  feventy-five.  On  account  of 
his  fervices  he  was  buried  with  all  the  ho- 
nours due  to  fo  refpedlable  a  charader.  He 
was  interred  in  the  church  of  Riddarholm, 
in  the  tomb  of  the  family  of  the  Counts  de 
Ferfen  ;  and  the  marfhal,  the  fpeakers  of  the 
clergy  and  citizens,  all  the  deputies  of  the 
order  of  peafants,  and  many  of  thofe  of  the 
other  three  orders,  attended  him  to  the 
grave.  Hokanfon  pofleiTed  a  found  judg- 
ment, good  fenfe,  and  the  talent  of  fpeak- 
ing.  Though  never  regularly  educated,  he 
had  acquired  a  confiderable  fhare  of  know- 
ledge by  reading  and  obfervation  ;  and  the 
honours  conferred  upon  him  in  the  capital, 
and  the  pleafures  to  which  he  was  admitted, 
never  deftroyed  any  part  of  his  valuable  fim- 
plicity.  Admitted  at  Stockholm  to  the  fump- 
tuous  tables  of  the  firft  men  in  the  king- 
dom, he  returned  with  no  lefs  fatisfadion  to 
R  3  the 
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the  rural  enjoyments  of  his  cottage  ;  and 
with  the  fame  hand  which  had  figned  the 
decrees  of  the  diet,  he  went  to  guide  the 
plow  in  the  fields.  King  Frederick,  when 
on  a  tour  through  the  fouthern  provinces 
of  the  kingdom,  flopped  at  Hokanfon's  habi- 
tation with  his  whole  train,  and  partook  of 
a  repaft  under  the  humble  roof  of  this  good 
ruftic.  How  interefting  this  rencontre  be- 
tween the  plow  and  the  crown  mufl  have 
been  !  and  what  pleafure  might  the  foul  of 
Frederic  have  experienced,  had  not  pomp 
and  grandeur  rendered  him  infenfible  to 
thofe  fentiments  which  are  fo  dear  to  na- 
ture ! 

The  national  troops  of  Sweden  are  diftri- 
buted  throughout  the  kingdom  ;  and  it  mufl 
give  pleafure  to  every  true  patriot  to 
fee  thefe  men,  deftined  to  fight  for  their 
country,  confounded  with  the  farmer,  affift- 
ing  him  in  his  labours,  and  improving  the 
fmall  portion  of  land  which  furrounds  their 
habitations.  While  difpofed  of  in  this  man- 
ner, they  are  neither  debafed  by  vice,  nor 
enervated  by  debauchery;  their  frugal,  ac- 
tive, 
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tîve,  and  regular  way  of  life  ftrengthens 
their  bodies,  and  renders  them  capable  of 
fupporting  fevere  labour  and  fatigue.  In 
the  field  of  battle,  a  wife  and  children,  the 
friends  of  infancy  and  youth,  and  a  dear  ha- 
bitation, in  which  their  days  have  rolled  on 
in  peace,  recur  to  their  remembrance,  roufe 
their  courage,  and  increafe  their  ardour. 

But  let  us  not  enter  upon  a  fubjeâ:  which 
has  too  little  relation  with  that  of  which  we 
have  been  treating.  Can  we  Hop  the  train 
of  Mars,  while  the  eye  ftill  wanders  over 
fields,  meadows,  flocks,  and  cottages,  where 
the  peaceful  ruftic  is  concealed  by  his  lot  in 
happy  obfurity  ? 
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CHAP.    XV. 


INDUSTRY. 

FROM  fields  where  the  plow  opens  the 
bofom  of  the  earth,  let  us  turn  to  the 
habitations  of  the  artift  and  mechanic,  which 
are  the  theatre  of  induftry.  It  muft  have 
been  a  work  of  great  difficulty  to  fettle  a 
reftlefs,  wandering,  and  warlike  people  :  the 
arts,  therefore,  were  firft  eflablifhed  in  Swe- 
den by  the  Germans,  who  were  civilized 
much  earlier  than  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Scandinavian  iflands.  National  workmen, 
feveral  of  whom  are  very  expert,  were  af- 
terwards formed  j  but  the  price  of  labour  is 
exceedingly  dear,  efpecially  in  the  capital. 
This  high  price  of  labour  is  the  natural 
confequence  of  a  fcarcity  of  hands  ;  of  the 
want  of  rivalfhip  which  thence  refults  ; 
and  of  the  manner  in  which  tradefmen 
live»    Particular  reafons  tend  to  increafe  the 

want 
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^vant  of  rivalfhîp.  The  number  of  peo- 
ple employed  in  the  arts  in  Sweden,  is  not 
fo  great,  in  proportion  to  its  population,  as 
elfewhere.  They  generally  bake  their  own 
bread,  brew  their  own  beer,  and  make  their 
own  candles.  The  villages  in  the  country,  be- 
ing for  the  moft  part  far  diftant  from  each 
other,  and  confifting  of  no  more  than  two 
or  three  houfes,  the  peafant  finds  himfelf 
under  the  neceflity  of  becoming  his  own 
fhoe-maker,  his  own  weaver,  and  his  own 
taylor. 

The  different  bodies  of  tradefmen  are  or- 
ganifed  as  in  Germany  :  thoughts  have 
been  fometimes  entertained  of  abolifliing; 
thefe  bodies  ;  but  too  many  obftacles  fecmed 
to  Hand  in  the  way  of  fuch  a  meafure.  It 
is  not  eafy  to  change  cuftoms  as  ancient 
as  the  ftate  in  which  they  exift  :  they  are 
too  intimately  conneded  with  other  objeds 
of  civil  fociety. 

Manufadiories  of  every  kind  were  long 
unknown  in  Sweden.  The  oldeft  men- 
tioned in  the  annals  of  the  country,  w^ere 
thofe  deftined  for  preparing  different  me- 
tals. 
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tals.     In  the  beginning  of  the  laft  cen» 
tury,  feveral  important  branches  of  manu- 
fadure   were   eftablifhed,   which  increafed 
confiderably  under  Charles  XI.   that  mo- 
narch clothed  his  whole  army  with  cloth 
made  in  the  country.     Charles  XII.  under- 
took long,  bloody,  and  deftrudlive  wars  ; 
and  though  the  forges  were  kept  up  during 
his  reign,  the  work-fhops  were  foon  de- 
ferted.     They  were,  however,  again  filled, 
when  after  the  death  of  that  prince  they 
obtained   the  protedion  of  a   government 
more  attentive  to  the  real  profperity  of  the 
kingdom.  As  agriculture  and  commerce  are 
the  grand  objeds  of  patriotic  zeal,  manu- 
fadures  ought  never  to  be  negleded  :  ho- 
nours and  rewards  were  therefore  bellowed 
on  thofe  who  cultivated    thefe   branches  ; 
money  was  advanced,  and  premiums  were 
beftowed  with  profufion.    Had  thefe  efforts 
been  conduded  according  to  any  regular 
plan  or  fyfl:em,they  would  have  had  a  mod 
decided   influence  on  the  public   welfare  ; 
but  faults  were  committed  which  retarded 
the  progrefs  of  the  good  intended  to  be 

done. 
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done.  Inftead  of  confuking  the  climate, 
and  the  nature  of  the  country,  in  the  choice 
of  thofe  labours  which  were  to  be  the  objeâ:s 
of  national  induftry,  plans  were  formed 
from  the  example  of  people  whofe  econo- 
mical and  phyfical  fituatioa  was  totally  dif- 
ferent from  that  of  the  Swedes.  Inftead  of 
proceeding  from  objects  of  neceffity,  or  of 
the  utmoft  utiUty,  to  objeds  of  luxury,  at- 
tention was  firft  paid  to  the  latter,  and  the 
former  were  negle(5ted.  Interell  and  ava- 
rice ufurped  thofe  rewards  which  were  due 
only  to  abilities  and  genius  ;  and  amidft  the 
fhocks  of  a  government  reduced  almoft  to  a 
ftate  of  anarchy,  what  was  raifed  by  one 
hand  was  overturned  by  the  other.  The 
hats,  during  a  long  feries  of  years  favour- 
able to  their  empire,  had  expended  large 
fums  of  money  in  endeavouring  to  make 
manufadures  flourilh.  Several  millions 
were  confecrated  to  this  purpofe  ;  but  when 
the  caps  gained  the  afcendancy  in  the  Diet 
of  1765,  they  retrenched  the  whole,  and 
by  thefe  means  gave  a  mortal  ftab  to  the 
manufadurers.  The  fumptuary  laws  pub 
7  lilhed 
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lifhed  at  the  fame  time  with  a  view  of  pre- 
venting the  confequences  which  were  ap- 
prehended as  likely  to  follow,  were  not 
attended  with  the  wilhed  for  fuccefs  :  in 
1754  the  manufadures  of  Sweden  em- 
ployed 14,301  perfonsj  but  in  1771  they 
employed  no  more  than  9000.  This  fatal 
wound  is  not  yet  healed,  though  feveral  re- 
medies have  been  applied. 

Indépendant  of  thofe  obftacles,  arifing 
from  the  errors  of  adminiftration,  it  will  al- 
ways be  difficult  to  bring  manufactures  in 
Sweden  to  that  extent  and  degree  of  per- 
fedion  to  which  they  have  been  carried  in 
other  ftates.  That  country  fupplies  few 
raw  materials,  and  has  no  colonies  to  fur- 
nifli  thofe  which  it  does  not  produce  ;  the 
channels  through  which  comniodities  can 
be  difpofed  of,  are  few,  precarious  and  em- 
barraffed  ;  during  great  part  of  the  year  the 
workmen  muft  have  recourfe  to  artificial 
light  ;  a  fharp  air  requires  ftrong,  nourilh- 
ing  food,  and  on  that  account  the  expence 
of  living  is  very  high.  The  Swedifh  pa- 
triots complain  alfo,  that  the  people  have 

to© 
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too  much  tafte  for  foreign  merchandize  : 
they  are  indeed  in  a  great  meafure  prohi- 
bited ;  but  notwithftanding  they  are  ftill  in- 
troduced into  the  kingdom,  for  the  coafts 
are  fo  extenfive,  that  it  is  impoffible  to 
guard  them  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  prevent 
frauds.  If  the  national  workman  has  need 
of  emulation,  he  has  ftill  more  need  of  a 
ready  and  fure  fale  for  his  manufactures  : 
it  is  in  the  country  itfelf  that  emulatioa 
ought  to  be  excited  ;  and  it  is  there  that  ac- 
tive rivallhip  might  produce  the  moft  falu- 
tary  efFeds,  As  ihere  are  fome  articles  in 
all  countries  which  fpite  of  every  effort  will 
always  be  inferior  to  thofe  of  the  fam.e 
kind  manufactured  abroad,  leave  fhould  be 
granted  to  import  them  on  paying  certain 
duties  ;  or  they  fhould  be  prohibited  alto- 
gether. The  filk  manufactories  are  in  a 
very  languifhing  condition  in  Sweden.  The 
works  which  they  furniih  are  dear,  and  of 
an  indifferent  quality,  except  gauzes,  rib- 
bands, and  a  few  other  objedts.  It  is,  how- 
ever, necelTary  to  drefs  in  filk,  efpecially  in 
the  capital  ;  and  on  this  account  feveral  pro- 
hibitions 
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hibitions  have  been  refcinded,  and  articles 
before  forbidden  may  be  imported  into  the 
country,  on  paying  the  duties  prefcribed 
by  the  tarif  of  the  cuftom-houfe.  It  is 
greatly  to  be  lamented  that  many  artifans 
are  by  thefe  means  deprived  of  work,  and 
that  confiderable  fums  of  money,  employed 
in  eftablifhing  national  manufactures  of  this 
kind,  fhould  have  produced  no  real  and  laft- 
ing  advantage. 

The  manufactures  which  employ  cotton 
and  camels  hair  thrive  better  ;  but  they  are 
not  numerous.  The  materials  ufed  have  ge- 
nerally paiTed  through  a  number  of  hands, 
before  they  are  introduced  into  Sweden  ; 
and  the  hair  procured  from  the  Afiatic 
goats,  when  tranfported  into  that  country, 
and  expofed  to  the  feverity  of  its  climate, 
is  not  an  objeCt  of  confequence. 

Since  the  Englifh,  Spanifh,  and  German, 
breeds  of  fheep  *  have  multiplied,  and 
fince  the  cultivation  of  flax  and  hemp  has 

been 

*  The  following  is  an  account  of  the  Swedifh  wool  fold  in 
manufactures  from  1 751  to  r  779. 

Years. 
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î)een  extended,  broad  cloths,  fine  and  coarfe 
linens,  fail  cloth  and  cordage  have  been  ma- 

nufadiured 


Years.    Pounds. 

Years.    Pounds. 

1751  —  9,281 

1766  —  65,201 

1752  —  12,827-1 

1767  —  82,613 

«753  —  24,970^ 

1768  —  74'322^ 

1754  —  23»ii5* 

1769  ~  75»io8| 

«755  —  27,8151 

1770  —  74,S82i 

1756  —  22,1951 

177 1  —  76,7011 

1757  —  31,561 

1772  —  72,6511 

1758  —  32,474 

1773  —  88,551 

1759  —  35,363' 

1774  —  105,569^ 

1760  —  53,363!; 

1775  --  115,9342 

1761  —  71,294 

1776  —  i33'3ï9l 

1762  —  71,294 

1777  —  14^,1501- 

1763  —  68,999 

1778  —  146,260^ 

1764  —  67,792 

1779  —  126,999 

1765  —  68,215 

Total         1,984,3761 

Sweden  imported  from  Spain  and  Portugal  between  the 
years  1750  and  1780. 

Years.         Pound?.  Years.        Pounds,. 

1751  —  100,301  1757  —  98,478' 

1752  —    67,070  1758  —  78,638 
»753  —    83,645  1759  —  56,410 

1754  —    82,230  1760  —  68,013 

1755  —  103,501  1761   —  97,755 
^75"^  —    56,608  1762  —  77,985 

Years, 
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nufadured  with  fuccefs,  and  in  confiderable 
quantities.  The  produce  of  the  broad  cloth 
manufadured  in  Sweden,  may  amount  to 
500,000  rix-dollars  annually  :  Spain  and 
Portugal  furnifh  wool,  which  muft  be  mix- 
ed with  that  of  the  country.  The  fine 
Swedifh  cloth  is  much  efteemed  ;  it  is  ge- 
nerally ufed,  and  large  quantities  of  it  are 
exported,  on  account  of  the  bounty,  which 
is  twelve  per  cent,  when  the  cloth  is  ex- 
ported to  any  country  of  Europe,  and  twen- 
ty-five per  cent,  when  exported  to  any 
other  quarter  of  the  globe.  As  the  coarfe 
cloths  are  inferior  in  quality,  and  much 
dearer,   they  will    not,    like    fine   cloths, 


Years.   Pounds. 

Years.   Pounds. 

1763  —  17.823 

1773  —  39.«S 

1764  —  35.672 

1774  —  43,532 

1765  —  70,440 

1775  —  89,593         ■ 

1766  —  14,440 

1776  —  57,554 

1767  —  43,27; 

1777  —  66,^6S 

1768  —  27,739 

1778  —  209,931 

1769  —  50,549 

1770  —  91,200 

1771  —  45.575 

1779  —  69,622 

Total  2,001,729 

1772  —  56,266 

defray 
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defray  the  expence  of  labour,  and  the  con- 
fumption  of  them  is  much  more  Umhed. 
The  peafants  manufadure  thofe  woollen 
Huffs  which  they  ufe  for  their  dreffes, 
and  with  which  they  clothe  the  foldiers. 
The  peafants  alfo,  and  above  all  thofe  of 
"Weftrogothia,  Norland,  and  Finland,  ma- 
nufacture the  principal  part  of  the  linen 
cloths,  which  are  exceedingly  good,  and  fold 
at  a  moderate  price.  The  country  manu- 
factures might  be  encouraged,  in  order  to 
afford  occupation  to  the  inhabitants  during 
the  long  winters,  were  the  cities  numerous 
enough,  and  fuffilciently  populous.  Admi- 
niftration  has  opened  in  the  capital,  and  in 
fome  provinces,  public  workhoufes,  def- 
tined  for  the  relief  of  the  poor,  who  are  em- 
ployed in  manufacturing  linen  and  thread. 
The  overfeers  are  empowered  to  difpofe  of 
the  works  which  they  produce.  There  are 
paper  manufaâ:ories  in  different  parts  of 
the  kingdom  ;  but  they  do  not  fupply 
enough  for  daily  confumption.  The  Swedes 
are  well  acquainted  with  the  art  of  drcffmg 
leather  :  confiderable  quantities  are  however 
S  imported 
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imported  from  Ruffia  and  England.     The 
gloves  of  Scandia  are  in  great  requeft,  and 
many  of  them  are  fold  in  the  neighbouring 
countries.   A  perfon  has  for  fome  time  been 
fettled  in  the  capital,  who  manufad:ures  ex- 
cellent   morocco.     Sugar  bake-houfes,  fait 
works,  flarch,  powder,   tobacco,  and  foap 
manufactories,  together  with  oil  rriills,  have 
been  eftabliflied  of  late  years.     In  the  ports 
where  the  herrings  are  caught,  innumerable 
hands  are  employed  in  extrading  oil  from 
them.     The  porcelain   and  ftone   ware   of 
Marieberg  and  Rorftrand,  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  the  capital,  are  inferior  in  quality  to 
thofe  of  China  and  other  countries  of  Europe. 
Glafs-houfes  have  not  yet  attained  to  a  high 
degree  of  perfection  in  Sweden  :  there  is 
only  one  w^orthy  of  notice,  which  was  efta- 
blifhed  in  Finland  by  a  very  active  and  in- 
telligent perfon.     The  Swedes  make  a  re- 
fpedable  figure  as  gilders,  goldfmiths,  jew- 
ellers,  and  watchmakers  ;    and    they  have 
applied,  for  fome  time  paft,  and  with  confi- 
derable  fuccefs,  to  embroidery. 

The  art  of  preparing  timber  and  metals 

is. 
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Is,  however,  a  branch  of  induftry  to  which 
the  Swedes  pay  particular  attention,  becaufe 
it  may  have  a  very  fenfible  influence  upon 
their  commerce,  and  confequently  lipon  the 
riches  of  the  nation.     Government  is  fully 
fenfible  of  ihis,  and  for  feme  years  pafl  has 
given   great  encouragement   to  thofe  who 
purfue  that  objed.     Immenfe  forefts,  com- 
pofed  of  the  beech,  the  fir,  and  the  birch, 
are  a  treafure  which  induftry  and  bibour 
may  turn  to  great  advantage.     The  Swedes 
for  a  long  time  have  carried  into  thefe  ob- 
fcure  retreats  fire,  the  faw  and  the  mallet, 
in  order  to  procure  fuel,  timber  for  build- 
ing, marts,  planks,  pitch,  wood,  and  pot- 
afhes.     Lately    they  have  endeavoured  to 
extend  this   lucrative  branch    of  induftry, 
and  immenfe  docks  have  been  çonftru<fted 
in  moft  of  the  ports  of  the  kingdom.     The 
Engliih,  the  French,  and  the  Dutch  pur- 
chafe   veffels   in   Sweden,    which    are    all 
built  of  fir,  but  exceedingly  cheap.     The 
inhabitants    of  Weftrogothia,  Sudermania, 
and  Norland  form  utenfils  of  every  kind, 
with  much  fkill  and  ingenuity.     In  fevcral 
S  2  cities, 
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cities,  and  particularly  the  capital,  théî 
bullnefs  of  cabinet-making  and  inlaying  is 
brought  to  fuch  perfedion  as  to  produce 
mafter-pieces  of  elegance  and  convenience, 
with  which  the  Englifh  firft  made  the 
Swedes  acquainted. 

The  riches  procured  from  the  mines, 
which  Nature  has  difperfed  throughout  all 
Sweden,  deferve  alfo  every  attention  from 
the  inhabitants.  They  are  brought  by  art  to 
a  degree  of  perfection  which  aftonifhes  every 
traveller.  Even  in  the  beginning  of  the  fix- 
teenth  century,  feveral  hundreds  of  years 
after  the  difcovery  of  the  iron  mines  of  that 
country,  this  metal  was  delivered,  in  its  na- 
tural ftate,  to  the  people  of  Lubeck,  who, 
after  forging  and  cafting  it.  refold  the  greater 
part  of  it  in  Sweden,  and  gained  all  the 
price  of  manufaâuring  it  from  thofe  who 
pofTefTed  the  firft  materials.  Guftavus  I. 
however,  undertook  to  put  an  end  to  that 
fhameful  lofs  :  the  firft  places  for  cafting 
iron  were  conftrudted  under  his  reign  ; 
forges  were  eftabiifhed  foon  after,  and  the 
number   ftill    increafes    every  day.      The 

greater 
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greater  part  of  them  are  In  Upland,  Weft- 
mania,  and  Wermland.  The  proprietors 
of  thefe  immenfe  works  are  the  richeft  fub- 
jedls  in  the  kingdom.  In  fome  of  thefe 
forges,  the  Walloon  method  is  employed, 
and  in  others  the  German  ;  the  former  faves 
wood  and  charcoal  ;  the  latter  produces  the 
beft  iron.  The  fm-naces  for  cafting  it  are 
in  Sweden  kept  heated  for  forty  weeks  fuc- 
ceffively  :  they  are  fixteen  or  eighteen  yards 
in  height  :  twenty-fix  fchp.  of  melted  ore, 
after  pafîing  through  the  forges,  yield 
twenty  fchp,  of  iron.  It  is  very  curious  to 
behold  all  thefe  labours^  and  to  fee  the 
melted  metal  pouring  down  like  a  rivulet  of 
fire.  What  fenfations  one  experiences! 
what  ideas  arife  on  viewing  thofe  fons  of 
Vulcan  foftening  and  fubduing  mighty 
maffes,  which  to  appearance  feem  capable 
of  refifting  all  the  force  of  man  !  Of 
400,000  fchp.  of  iron  produced  by  thefe 
furnaces  and  forges,  about  100,000  are  af- 
terwards brought  to  different  degrees  of 
finenefs  in  Sweden. 

S  3  Anchors 


262  A    GENERAL    VIEW 

AncTiors  are  forged  in  feveral  places  ;  but 
thofe  of  Sœderfors  are  accounted  the  beft. 
Iron  guns,  bombs,  and  grenades  are  fabri- 
cated at  Stafsjœ,  Oker,  and  Finfpong  ;  brafs 
guns  are  caft  at  Stockholm  ;  and  fufees,  fword 
blades,  carabines,  and  other  inftruments  of 
deftrud:ion  are  made  at  Norkœping,  Jœn- 
kœping,  and  in  the  capital.  Manufiidories 
of  iron  plates,  tin  plate,  fteel,  iron  wire, 
nails,  and  various  kinds  of  utenfils  have 
increafed  very  much  of  late  years.  The 
city  of  Efkilftuna,  in  Sudermania,  is  re- 
markable for  the  manufaâ;ories  of  fteel  and 
caft  iron,  which  government  have  efta- 
blifhed  there.  On  this  account,  the  city  has 
obtained  feveral  privileges,  and  the  work- 
men who  diftinguifli  themfelves.  by  their 
induftry  receive  eftabliihments  according  to 
their  merit.  There  are  feveral  of  them  who 
difplay  great  ingenuity,  and  whofe  works 
are  almoft  as  well  finifhed  as  thofe  of  En- 
gland, Were  the  confumption  confiderable, 
and  certain,  thefe  manufadures  might  eafily 
be  extended,  and  brought  to  perfedion  ;  but 

this 
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this  advantage  is  wanting  :  hence  that  kind 
of  languor  obferved  in  trade,  and  thofe 
prices  which  furprife  foreigners. 

The  mine  of  Fahlun  was  difcovered  in 
the  thirteenth  century,  and  Tome  time  after 
other  mines  were  found  which  contained 
copper  ;  but  the  Swedes  fufFered  feveral  cen- 
turies to  elapfe  before  they  began  to  manu- 
faâ:ure  thefe  metals  themfelvcs.  They  ac- 
quired this  art  during  the  fixteenth  and 
feventeenth  centuries  :  but  they  have 
brought  it  to  much  greater  perfedion  in 
the  prefent  century.  The  copper  is  melted 
in  a  great  number  of  furnaces,  difperfed 
around  the  mines.  The*  operation  of  re- 
fining it  is  performed  in  a  village  of  Dale- 
carlia,  called  Aveftad,  which  produces  an- 
nually 6000  fchp.  of  pure  metal.  The  ma- 
nufadories  of  brafs  and  brafs  wire  confume 
annually  1000  fchp,  :  the  reft  is  exported,  or 
converted  into  flieets  for  coppering  veiTels  ; 
into  very  thin  plates  for  covering  houfes  ; 
into  various  utenfils,  and  into  money. 

If  we  add  to  all  thefe  different  eftablifli- 

nients,  of  which  we  have  here  given  a  fhort 

S  4  iketch, 
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{ketch,  the  falt-petre  works  to  be  found  îa 
every  province  of  the  kingdom,  the  alum 
works,  the  powder  mills,  the  principal  of 
which  is  at  Hedemora  in  Dalecarlia,  and  the 
manufaâ:ories  of  vitriol  and  red  lead,  we 
Ihall  have  a  complete  ftate  of  the  labours 
and  induftry  of  the  Swedes. 

Exclufive  privileges  are  hurtful,  or  bene- 
ficial, according  to  circumftances  :  minifters, 
therefore,  ought  carefully  to  examine  them, 
and  to  confider  what  advantages  or  difadvan- 
tages  are  likely  to  refult  from  them.  There  are 
exclufive  privileges  in  Sweden  ;  but  they  are 
few  in  number,  and  government  is  cautious 
not  to  be  too  lavifh  in  beflowing  them.  The 
rate  of  taxes  which  the  mechanic  and  manu- 
faâurer  can  fupport,  is  determined  by  the  ex- 
tent of  his  manufadories  or  workfhops,  and 
the  quantity  of  articles  that  come  from  them. 

If  the  French  refped  the  memory  of 
Colbert,  the  Swedes  alfo  refpeâ:  that  of 
Louis  de  Geer,  and  Jonas  Alftrœmer,  two 
citizens,  who,  though  they  held  no  offices 
under  government,  rendered  efTential  fer- 
vices  to  the  Swedilh  nation.     Their  names, 

without 
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wlthout  having  {hone  much  by  that  fplendour 
which  proceeds  from  pompous  titles,  ought 
to  be  preferved  for  ever  in  the  annals  of  the 
kingdom.  Poflerity  never  afks  if  thofe 
whofe  names  are  celebrated  in  hiftory  were 
of  illullrious  birth,  or  whether  they  held 
any  public  office,  lived  in  a  palace,  or  ap- 
proached the  throne  with  familiarity  ;  but 
whether  they  employed  their  attention  upon 
ufeful  and  important  objects;  whether  they 
ferved  their  fellow  citizens  with  zeal,  and 
extended  the  fphere  of  their  labours,  and 
their  happinefs. 

Louis  de  Geer,  of  a  patrician  family  diC- 
perfed  throughout  Germany  and  Flanders, 
naturally  pofTefTed  indefatigable  activity,  and 
an  ardent  zeal  for  grand  enterprifes.  Hav- 
ing repaired  to  Sweden  under  the  reign  of 
Guftavus  Adolphus,  he  eftablifhed  himfelf 
At  Norkœping,  where  he  applied  to  com- 
merce ;  and  being  fuccefsful  in  his  fpecula^ 
tions,  he  foon  acquired  fuch  a  fortune  as 
enabled  him  to  contribute  confiderably  to- 
wards the  public  welfare.  The  Swedes 
are  indebted  to  him  for  their  manufactories 

of 
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of  brafs  :  lie  eftabUfhed  forges  and  furnaces, 
and  fent  to  Flanders  andLiegefor  Walioons, 
■who  taught  -  them  the  true  method  of 
forging  and  calling  iron, 

Whilft  the  Swedes  were  reaping  laurels 
in  Germany,  and  liliing  it  with  the  terror 
of  their  arms,  foreigners  were  laying,  in  the 
country  of  thefe  warlike  people,  the  hrft 
foundations  of  the  arts  of  peace.  Denmark, 
a  neighbour  always  jealous,  united  in  the 
mean  time  with  the  other  enemies  of  Swe- 
den, and  the  theatre  of  a  new  war  was 
about  to  be  eftabliûied  in  the  centre  of  the 
kingdom.  Chriftina,  however,  prevented 
this  danger  ;  and  her  efforts  were  feconded 
by  De  Geer,  who  fitted  out  a  fleet  of  thirty 
merchant  vefTels,  the  greater  part  Dutch, 
which  he  made  to  adl,  in  concert  with  the 
royal  navy,  againft  the  Danes.  Public  edu- 
cation was  alfo  an  cbje£t  of  his  attention  : 
he  invited  into  the  kingdom  Amos  Come- 
nius,  who  a(fted  a  diftinguifhed  part  in  Ger- 
many, and  gave  him  orders  to  bring  about 
a  reformation  in  the  Swedifh  fchools.  As 
iîill  thefe  fervices,  fo  real  and  fo  important, 

defer  ved 
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deferved  a  grateful  return  from  government, 
lands  and  caflles  were  afligned  to  this  in- 
genious foreigner  ;  he  received  every  honour 
that  his  merit  deferved,  and  his  arms  were 
placed  amongft  thofe  of  the  nobility.  What 
Louis  de  Geer  was  in  the  laft,  Jonas  Al- 
flrœmer  was  in  the  prefent  century.  This 
ufeful  citizen,  fo  much  the  more  remarkable 
as  he  had  to  ftruggle  againft  many  obftacles 
and  difficulties,  was  born  in  a  fmall  village 
of  Weftrogothia,  called  Alingfos.  Hav- 
ing emerged  from  that  obfcurity  to  which 
his  birth  and  fortune  feemed  to  have 
condemned  him,  he  refolved  to  travel, 
and  refided  fome  time  at  London.  On  this 
vail  theatre  his  views  became  enlarged;  and 
when  he  beheld  the  flourifhing  Hate  of  En- 
gland, he  v/as  fenfible  of  the  value  of  that 
induftry,  which  ignorance  and  prejudice 
had  made  the  greater  part  of  the  nations  of 
Europe  fo  long  negleâ:.  The  Englilh,  the 
French,  and  the  Germans  had  already  found 
it  the  foiirce  of  their  happinefs  ;  but  the 
Swedes  did  not  yet  pofTefs  that  powerful 
fpring  of  public  felicity.  When  Alftrœmer 
I  returned 
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returned  to  Sweden,  he  formed  the  noble 
defign  of  inftruding  his  countrymen  re- 
fpecling  their  real  interefts  ;  and  of  dired- 
ing  them  in  a  path  with  which  they  were 
before  unacquainted.  Having  folicited  per- 
miflion  to  eftabhfh  manufaâiories,  the  ftates, 
"when  affembled  in  1723,  granted  his  re- 
queft,  an^  he  executed  his  plan  in  that  city 
in  which  he  firft  drew  breath.  Alftrœmer 
at  the  fame  time  carried  on  a  very  extenfive 
trade,  in  company  with  another  refpeâable 
citizen  called  Nicholas  Sahlgren  :  this  houfe 
was  the  firft  in  the  kingdom,  and  formed 
the  glory  of  Gottenburg,  where  it  was  efta- 
blifhed.  It  confulted  the  public  welfare  na 
lefs  than  its  own  private  intereft  ;  but  jea- 
loufy,  always  awake,  and  the  fpirit  of  party, 
fo  well  acquainted  with  the  art  of  laying 
fnares,  did  not  fpare  the  patriot,  who  was 
exerting  himfelf  with  fo  much  ardour  for 
the  prolperity  of  the  nation.  He  might  in- 
deed have  been  feduced  by  fome  ideas  more 
fpecious  than  folid,  and  he  might  have  mif- 
taken,  in  fome  enterprifes,  the  nature  and 
properties  of  his  country  j  but  what  man  is 
4  there» 
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tliere,  wKo  does  not  err  in  a  new  path  which 
no  one  has  trod  before  him  ?  The  fkilful 
workmen  whom  Alftrœmer  brought  from 
other  nations,  the  models  and  procefles 
which  he  made  known,  and  the  care  which 
he  beftowed  on  the  breeding  of  fheep,  at 
prefent  fo  ufeful  to  the  kingdom,  juftify  the 
confidence  with  which  he  was  honoured  by 
adminiftration,  Frederic  I.  decorated  him 
with  the  order  of  the  polar  flar,  and  gave 
him  the  title  of  counfellor  of  commerce, 
Adolphus  granted  him  letters  of  nobility  ; 
and  in  1766  the  fiâtes  decreed,  that  a  bud 
of  him  ihould  be  placed  in  the  exchange  of 
Stockholm.  This  monument  does  not 
exift  at  prefent  -,  but  it  is  fufficient  for  the 
glory  of  Alftrœmer,  that  he  was  thought 
worthy  of  fuch  a  noark  of  diftindion. 
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CHAP.     XVL 

INTERNAL    COMMERCE. 

IT  is  only  in  a  country  peopled  and  cul- 
tivated in  proportion  to  its  extent,  that 
commerce  can  be  carried  to  that  degree  of 
perfection  which  is  no  lefs  profitable  to  the 
ftate  than  to  individuals.  Sweden,  in  an 
area  much  greater  than  that  of  France,  con- 
tains only  1 05  cities  ;  and  there  are  fome 
provinces  in  which  there  is  not  even  one. 
The  habitations  in  the  country  ftand  at  a 
confiderable  diftance  from  each  other  ;  nor 
are  there  any  of  thofe  large  villages  which 
abound  with  houfes,  and  where  crowds  of 
children  are  feen  fporting  around  them. 

The  internal  commerce  of  Sweden  would 
languifh  ftill  more,  had  not  nature  and  go- 
vernment rendered  the  means  of  commvmi-. 
cation  eafy  and  commodious.  The  waters 
which  waih  and  iaterfe<^  the  kingdom,  are 

cf 
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of  great  utility  for  tranfporting  the  3ik- 
tions  of  the  foil,  and  the  fruits  of  iftry, 
from  one  province  or  cityto  anothe  The 
Swedes  have  endeavoured  to  deri^^very 
advantage    pofhble    from    thefe    w's   by 
digging  canals.     The  oldeft  of  theis  that 
which  by  nine  fluices  joins  lake  ]^i^^"  to 
lake  Hielmar,   near  the  city   of  Joga  iii 
Weftmania.   It  was  begun  under  G'les  XT. 
and  the  breaches  made  in  it  by  thiand  of 
time   have   been    lately    repaired!   fmall 
river  which  runs  paft  Arboga,  a(  throws 
itfeif  into  theMœlar,  tended  gre^  to  faci- 
litate the  junction  of  thefe  two  la^.     This 
■  canal  has  eftablifhed  a  regular  tra' between 
feveral    provinces,    and    twelvecities,    of 
which    Stockholm,    Upfal,   We;ros,    and 
Arboga  are  the  principal. 

If  a  communication  could  bebrmed  be- 
tween lake  Hielmar  and  lake  \enner,  and 
if  that  which  exifts  between  th  latter  and 
the  Northern  Sea  by  the  river  (othia  could 
be  improved,  there  would  be  n  unrnter/- 
rupted  courfe  of  navigation  f)'<m  Gotten- 
burg  to  Stockholm  j  but  it  ha.'  been  found, 

that 
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thnfurmountable  obftacles   prevent  the 
juon  of  thefe  I  wo  lakes.  The  Wenner,  as 
Wéive  faid,  has   a  communication  with 
the)rthern  Sea  by  the  river  Gothia  ;   and 
It  Md  be   of  great  advantage  to  internal 
coiTrce,  if  the  river  -were  not  fo  incum- 
bere7ith   fhoals  and  catarads,  that  there 
û^e  r    places   in    which  it   is  navigable. 
Char  IX.  caufed  a  canal  to  be  dug,  which 
IS   krjrn  by  the  name   of  Carlfgraf  :   the 
fluice  Guftavus  III.  was  conftrud:ed  under 
the  re),  of  that  prince,  and  veflels  can  pafs 
it  witht  any  difficulty  ;  but  the  greateft 
obftacl  the  falls  of  Trolhsetta,  ftill  remain. 
There  e  four  of  them  which  are  remark- 
able forieir  violence  :  the  water  throws  it- 
felf  fronhe  height  of  an  hundred  feet  into 
a  gulph  hich  the  eye  cannot  behold  with- 
out terre    Charles  XII.  who  always  de- 
lighted irencountering  difficulties,  under- 
took to   ibdue    nature,  and   Polhem  was 
commiffiQed    to    conduit    the  enterprife; 
but  the  rrsfortunes  which  the  kingdom  ex- 
perienced t)on  after,  made   both  govern- 
ment and  te  engineer  abandon  the  defign. 

Being 
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Being  however  refumed  in  the  reign  of 
Frederic,  it  was  continued  under  that  of  his 
fucceflbr.  The  work  advanced  rapidly; 
Polhem  conflruded  a  canal  and  feveral  locks 
in  the  very  bed  of  the  river  ;  immenfe  fums 
were  expended,  and  the  nation  flattered  it- 
felf  with  the  hopes  of  feeing  this  grand 
work  one  day  completed  j  but  every  effort 
was  vain  :  Polhem  died  before  he  could 
put  the  laft  hand  to  the  execution  of  his 
plan  ;  and  the  locks,  which  have  gradually 
yielded  to  the  violence  of  the  current,  are 
no  longer  of  any  ufe.  They  are  diftin- 
guifhed  by  the  names  of  illuftrious  perfons, 
fuch  as  thofe  of  Adolphus-Frederic,  Teffin, 
and  Ekebald;  but  the  deftrudive  element  did 
not,  on  that  account,  pay  them  the  leaft 
refpe£t. 

Some  miles  below  Trolhsetta  there  are 
two  other  falls,  thofe  of  Okerflrœm  and 
Edit.  Thefe  obftacles  have  been  overcome  5 
and  the  locks  conftruded  in  order  to  render 
this  part  of  the  river  navigable,  are  in  good 
condition.  A  bank  of  earth,  raifed  at  great 
expence,  fupplies  the  deficiencies  of  nature, 
T  Thefe 
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Thefe  efForts  of  government  have  had  a 
very  ftriking  influence  upon  the  commerce 
of  the  weflern  provinces,  and  particularly 
upon  that  of  Gottenburg. 

Notwithflanding  the  numerous  difficul- 
ties which  occurred  in  executing  the  canal 
of  Trolhsetta,  it  has  not  been  abandoned, 
and  the  proje<5l  has  for  fome  years  paft  been 
purfued  on  a  different  plan.  This  plan  is,  to 
dig  a  canal  along  the  banks  of  the  river  ; 
but  the  marfhes,  hollows,  and  rocks  which 
abound  on  each  fide  of  it,  give  no  great 
reafon  to  hope  that  it  can  be  fpecdily  or 
eafily  finifhed.  It  has  already  coft  the  na- 
tion an  immenfe  fum  of  money.  A  report 
has  been  fpread,  that  Denmark  wifhes  to 
prevent  the  execution  of  an  enterprife  which 
tends  to  diminifh  the  profits  arifing  from 
the  duties  of  the  Sound  ;  but  the  natural 
obftacles  are  alone  fufEcient  to  fruftrate  the 
hopes  of  the  Swedes.  The  labour  employed 
upon  the  canal  of  Strœmfhoîm  has,  how- 
ever, been  attended  with  better  fuccefs  ;  the 
locks  are  already  finifhed,  and  the  canal  is 
navigable.  It  joins  the  Hielmar  to  the 
1  Barken, 
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Barken,  a  large  lake  of  Dalecarlia,  and  faci- 
litates the  communication  of  feveral  pro- 
vinces, rich  in  mines  and  forges,  with  the 
capital. 

Government  has  caufed  canals  to  be  dug 
alfo  in  Finland,  This  country,  of  all  the 
provinces  of  Sweden,  is  that  in  which  in- 
ternal commerce  languifhes  moft.  Several  of 
its  diftrids  are  feparated  by  woods,  marfhes 
and  rivers,  which  can  be  of  no  fervice  to 
navigation  ;  but  a  plan  has  been  lately 
formed  to  drain  thefe  marfhes,  to  clear  the 
woods,  and  to  render  the  rivers  navigable. 
The  foundations  of  three  new  cities  have 
alfo  been  laid  :  thefe  are  Kuopio,  Tammer- 
fors  and  Kail?:oe. 

The  highways  which  have  been  formed 
in  Sweden  by  the  hands  of  men,  are 
very  broad  and  folid  :  the  bafis  of  them 
confills  of  rock.  Hones  and  gravel.  Every 
one  who  poflefTes  land  muft  contribute 
towards  the  fupport  of  thefe  roads,  and 
repair  them  every  year  immediately  before 
harveft.  An  attempt  has  been  made  to 
eftablilh  waggons  between  Stockholm  and 
T  2  .  Scandia; 
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Scandia  ;  but  thofe  who  undertook  to  carry 
this  plan  into  execution  found  that  it  would 
not  anfwer.  The  poft  for  conveying  let- 
ters was  regulated  under  the  reign  of  queen 
Chriftina  ;  it  is  conducted  by  a  certain  num- 
ber of  peafants,  who  farm  lands  from  the 
crown.  Thefe  lands  are  called  Pojihemman^ 
and  in  virtue  of  their  deftination  are  exempt- 
ed from  many  burthens.  The  mail  may 
be  often  feen  in  the  hands  of  a  child,  who, 
calmly  feated  on  his  horfe  or  cart,  and  fear- 
ing no  danger,  conveys  it  with  perfect  fecu- 
rity  from  one  place  to  another.  This  is  a 
remarkable  circumftance,  which  does  ho- 
nour to  the  national  charader  of  the  Swedes; 
for  there  are  few  countries  in  which  the 
mail  can  be  forwarded  in  this  manner. 
When  a  conveyance  cannot  be  had  by  wa- 
ter, it  is  made  in  winter  on  the  fnow,  by 
means  of  a  light  fledge,  which  is  exceed- 
ingly commodious,  and  cofts  very  little. 
Ore,  wood  and  coals  are  thus  tranfported 
to  the  different  forges  j  and  the  principal 
fairs  are  held  in  winter  on  account  of  this 
convenience. 

C  H  A  P. 
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CHAP.     XVIL 

FOREIGN    COMMERCE. 

NATURE  has  diftributed  her  gifts 
with  the  greateft  diverfity  through- 
out the  globe  which  we  inhabit.  Man,  by 
the  aid  of  thofe  faculties  which  diftinguifh 
him  from  other  creatures,  has  comprehend- 
ed the  intentions  of  that  beneficent  mother  ; 
his  genius  has  found  out  happy  combina- 
tions, and  his  courage  and  addrefs  have 
furmounted  great  obftacles.  What  monu- 
ments of  his  grandeur  and  glory  !  Seas  tra- 
verfed,  and  the  moll  diftant  regions  brought 
together,  and  exchanging  their  various  pro- 
ductions ! 

The  Swedes  formerly  navigated  thofe 
feas  with  which  their  country  is  wafhcd, 
in  order  to  exercife  piracy.  When  their 
manners  became  foftened  by  a  certain  de- 
gree of  civilization,  they  renounced  thefe 
excurfionsj  but  they  did  not  immediately 
T  3  fubftitute 
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fubftitute  in  their  room  the  ftudy  of  com- 
merce, or  a  regular  maritime  trade.  The 
Hanfe  towns,  then  numerous  and  flourifh- 
ing,  held  the  fceptre  of  the  Baltic.  Lubeck, 
above  all,  made  Sweden  pay  very  heavy 
duties  ;  but  Guftavus  I.  broke  thefe  chains 
fo  galling  and  fo  difgraceful.  This  mo- 
narch had  at  heart  the  glory  as  well  as  the 
profperity  of  his  fubjeds,  and  there  was  no 
abufe  which  he  did  not  reform.  The  Lu- 
beckers,  who  had  exercifed  a  defpotic  em- 
pire in  the  ports  of  the  kingdom,  were  de- 
prived of  their  privileges,  and  Swedifh  vef- 
fels  appeared  in  the  Baltic  and  the  Northern 
Seas.  The  fons  of  Guftavus  I.  did  not  ex- 
tend the  progrefs  of  national  commerce?  and 
it  continued  to  languifli  under  the  reigns 
of  Eric  XIV.  John  III.  and  Charles  IX, 
Thefe  princes  had  not  the  happinefs  of  in- 
fcribing  their  names  among  the  benefaâiors 
of  their  country. 

Guftavus  Adolphus  wifhing  to  enlarge 
the  Swedifh  commerce,  and  to  give  it  a  de- 
gree of  adivity  which  it  had  not  been  be- 
fore fufceptible  of,  a  company,  whofe  expe- 
ditions 
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dldons  were  to  extend  to  Afia,  Africa  and 
America,  was  eflabliihed  in  1627.  Several 
Swedes  went  over  to  the  new  continent, 
and  fettled  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
river  Delaware  :  their  numbers  foon  in- 
creafed,  and  in  1631  they  built  fort  Chrif- 
tina,  to  which  the  court  fent  a  governor 
and  a  garrifon.  Thefe  colonifts  lived  peace- 
ably, and  profpered  in  their  new  country 
during  the  whole  of  Chriftina's  reign  ;  but 
their  happinefs  was  difturbed,  when  Charles 
Guftavus  undertook  that  war  which  armed 
all  the  North  againft  him.  The  Dutch,, 
taking  advantage  of  the  times,  feized  upon 
the  Swedifh  pofleffions  in  America  ;  and 
Charles,  too  much  engaged  in  oppofmg  the 
Danes  and  the  Polanders,  not  being  able  to 
affift  his  American  fubjeûs,  the  vigilant 
Batavians  enjoyed  in  peace  the  fruits  of 
their  rapacity.  Thefe  pofleffions,  fo  eafily 
conquered,  were  afterwards  taken  by  the 
Engliih,  who  loft  them  in  their  turn  when 
they  loft  the  thirteen  provinces,  now  be- 
come independent.  At  the  fame  period, 
and  on  the  fame  occafion,  the  Swedes  ac- 
T  4  quired 
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quired  fome  places  on  the  coaft  of  Guinea  ; 
but  they  were  deprived  of  thefe  alfo,  partly 
by  the  Dutch  and  partly  by  the  Danes, 
The  company  which  Guftavus  Adolphus 
had  eftablifhed,  being  affeûed  by  thefe  mif- 
fortunes,  did  not  long  fubfift.  It  appears, 
however,  that  government  was  ferioufly 
engaged  at  that  epoch,  in  devifmg  fuch 
means  as  were  moil  likely  to  render  com- 
merce fiourifhing,  and  that  it  was  war  alone 
which  retarded  its  progrefs  :  the  college  of 
commerce  was  founded  ;  the  value  of  mo- 
ney was  fixed  ;  and  encouragement  was 
given  to  manufadures. 

Charles  XI.  held  the  fceptre  a  long  time, 
and  under  the  fhade  of  a  peace  which  was 
not  difturbed  but  in  the  beginning  of  his 
reign.  This  prince,  who  was  fond  of  em- 
ploying his  thoughts  on  objeds  of  public 
utilitv,  and  who  underftood  them  tho- 
roughly,  purfued  wife  meafures  well  calcu- 
lated to  extend  commerce.  A  code  of  ma- 
ritime laws  was  formed  ;  the  cuftom-houfe 
duties  were  fixed  by  a  tarif;  and  the  Swedes 
appeared  with  loaded  veffels  in  the  princi- 
pal 
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pal  ports  of  Europe.  It  was  even  m  agi- 
tation to  open  a  regular  trade  between  Swe- 
den and  Perfia,  by  means  of  the  rivers  in 
Eftonia  and  Livonia  ;  but  this  plan  was 
never  brought  to  maturity.  Charles  XII. 
who  loved  and  was  acquainted  with  no- 
thing but  war,  abandoned  all  the  reft  of 
the  arts  to  their  fate  ;  and  the  misfortunes 
which  his  enterprifes  brought  upon  the 
ftate  entirely  ruined  commerce.  For  five 
years  fucceflively  no  Swedifh  fhip  could 
put  to  fea,  and  Holland  fupplied  the  coun- 
try with  fuch  articles  as  it  had  occafion  for 
from  foreign  places.  In  1723,  the  whole 
fhipping  of  Sweden  in  the  merchant  fer- 
vice  did  not  exceed  an  hundred  velTels. 
The  privilege  of  being  free  from  the  duties 
of  the  Sound,  a  valuable  advantage  for 
Sweden,  was  loft  by  the  peace  which  the 
Swedes  were  obliged  to  make  with  Den- 
mark. 

After  the  death  of  Charles  XII.  the  eco- 
nomical fyftem  experienced  a  very  remark- 
able revolution.  The  Swedes  opened  their 
eyes  to  their  own  interefts,  and  began  to 

know 
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know  them.  Since  that  epoch  their  com- 
merce has  increafed  very  rapidly,  efpecially 
of  late  years  :  they  carry  it  on  entirely 
themfelves,  and  their  flag  is  known  on  the 
moft  diftant  fhores.  Their  veflels,  which 
are  well  built,  are  numerous,  and  procure 
them  confiderable  gain  for  freight,  and  by 
coafting  voyages.  By  the  ad,  of  naviga- 
tion, publifhed  in  1738,  foreign  nations 
cannot  fendto  Sweden,  in  their  own  bot- 
toms, but  their  own  productions,  or  thofe 
of  their  colonies  ;  and  they  are  fubjeûed 
befides  to  certain  duties  which  are  not  paid 
by  the  natives  of  the  country. 

The  mines,  forefts,  and  waters  of  Swe- 
den furnifh  the  principal  articles  of  expor- 
tation. It  exports,  one  year  with  another, 
between  300  and  t^Z^ -,000  fchp.  of  iron.  Bar 
iron,  pig  iron,  iron  hoops,  fteel,  wrought 
iron,  cannons,  and  iron  bullets  conftitute 
this  lucrative  part  of  foreign  commerce  : 
the  price  of  bar  iron  is  between  five  and 
fix  rix-dollars  -çtrfchp.  The  Swedes  have 
been  apprehenfive  of  being  outrivalled  by 
RufTia  in  this  branch  ;  but  the  acknow- 
ledged 
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ledged  fuperiority  of  the  Swedifh  iron  has 
always  kept  up  its  price,  and  the  demand 
for  it  continues  to  be  very  great.     The  ex^ 
portation  of  copper  has  however  fuffered 
by  the  rivalfhip  of  the  Englifh,   who  for 
fome  years  pad  have  had  a  plentiful  fupply 
of  this  metal.     Pure  copper  was  formerly 
fold  at  the  rate  of  forty  rix- dollars  ^(^v  fchp.  ; 
at  prefent  it  brings  only  thirty,  and  it  is 
found  difficult  to  difpofe  of  it  even  at  that 
rate.     Sheet  copper  and  brafs  are  flill  in  re- 
queft  :  this   branch   of  commerce  is  in  a 
thriving  condition.  According  to  a  table  pub- 
lifhed  by  Count  de  Lillienberg,  formerly 
prefident  of  the  college  of  mines,  the  iron 
and  copper  entered  at  the  different  ports  of 
Sweden,  in  order  to  be  exported,  produced, 
from  the  year  1760  to  1779,  the  fum  of 
46,152,962  rix-dollars.     The  Swedes  ex^ 
port    annually    about    150,000    dozen    of 
planks;  2,474  dozen  of  joifts;  4,550  beams; 
97,000  tons  of  pitch  and  tar  ;  and  4000  tons 
of  wood-afhes  and  pot-afhes.    The  exporta- 
tion of  herrings  amounts,  one  year  with 
another,  to  1 60,000  tons  ;  that  of  herring  oil 

increafes 
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increafes  more  and  more,  and  brings  an  an- 
nual gain  of  five  or  fix  thoufand  rix-dol- 
lars.  The  articles  of  re-exportation  are  not 
very  numerous  :  the  moft  important  arc 
furnifhed  by  the  Eaft  India  company. 

If  Sweden  pofTefles  many  objeds  of  ex- 
portation, thofe  which  it  imports  are  equally 
numerous.  Some  of  thefe  are  abfolutely 
neceflary  ;  but  others  of  them  are  fought 
for  only  in  confequence  of  thofe  fadlitious 
wants  created  by  luxury,  which  are  daily 
increafing  in  every  country  of  the  world. 
Sweden  imports  fometimes  500,000  tons 
of  grain;  it  has  occafion  alfo  for  280,000 
tons  of  fait  one  year  with  another  ;  and  it 
expends  immenfe  fums  for  wines,  ftuffs, 
leather,  tallow,  hemp,  fugar,  coffee,  tea,  to- 
bacco, and  other  articles  of  provifion.  It 
has  been  proved  by  the  cufiom-houfe  re- 
gifters,  that  the  corn,  coffee,  tea  and  to- 
bacco annually  imported,  coft  more  than  a 
million  of  rix-dollars. 

Let  us  follow  the  Swcdifli  flag  to  the 
different  coafts  which  it  vifits.  The  Baltic 
is  naturally  the  grand  refource  of  the  Swedes. 

They 
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Tliey  have  occafion  for  hemp,  tallow,  hides, 
corn,  and  feveral  other  objeds,  which  Ruf- 
fia,  Courland,  Pruffia,  and  the  northern 
parts  of  Germany  pofTefs  in  abundance  ; 
but  the  iron,  copper,  fteel,  lime-ftone,  alum, 
and  herrings  which  it  gives  in  return,  are 
not  equivalent  in  value  to  the  articles  it  re- 
ceives :  there  is  always  a  balance  againft  it 
of  150  or  200,000  rix-dollars.  With  Den- 
mark and  Norway  it  gains  ;  but  this  gain 
is  abforbed  by  the  contraband  trade  carried 
on  near  the  frontiers  of  the  latter.  The 
commerce  of  Sweden,  on  the  German  and 
Weftern  Oceans,  extends  to  Holland,  Pin- 
gland,  France,  Spain,  and  Portugal.  The 
Dutch  furnifh  it  with  fpiceries,  tobacco, 
colours  and  paper  ;  and  in  return  take  iron, 
and  fome  other  of  its  productions  ;  but  in 
too  fmall  quantities  to  leave  a  balance  in 
its  favour.  Sweden  fends  to  the  ports  of 
France  iron,  fteel,  copper,  brafs,  iron  and 
brafs  wire,  planks  and  pitch,  and  brings 
back  wine,  fait,  coarfe  fugar  and  fruit.  This 
trade  is  generally  profitable  ;  "  but  if  wc 
*'  confider,"  fays  a  Swedifh  author,  "  the 
6  "  fums 
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"  fums  which  the  Swedifh  youth  fpend  in 
"  France,  and  thofe  confumed  by  the  fluffs, 
"  fafliions  and  toys,  which  are  brought  us 
"  from  that  country  in  fo  great  abundance, 
*^  and  which  for  the  moft  part  are  fmug- 
*'  gled  into  the  kingdom,  we  fhall  find  that 
"  there  is  no  profit  at  all."  Sweden  then, 
it  will  be  faid,  lofes  every  where  :  but  wc 
fhall  fhew  that  it  gains  alfo.  From  En- 
gland it  procures  lead,  tin,  leather,  beer, 
butter,  cheefe,  and  coals,  to  the  amount  of 
nearly  100,000  rix-doUars  all  together:  in 
return,  it  fells  to  the  Englifh  iron,  copper, 
pitch,  planks,  and  herrings,  to  the  value  of 
almoft  a  million  of  rix-dollars  ;  fo  that  it 
derives  a  profit  from  this  trade  fufficient  to 
compenfate  it  for  feveral  lofles.  It  gains 
confiderably  alfo  by  Spain  and  Portugal, 
which  do  not  pay,  with  the  fait,  wines, 
and  wool  purchafed  in  their  ports  by  the 
Swedes,  for  the  iron,  cannon,  copper, 
planks,  nails  and  pitch,  which  in  return 
they  take  from  Sweden. 

The  Swedifli  fhips  frequent  alfo  the  lyie- 
diterranean.     They  carry  to  Italy  and  the 

Levant 
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Levant  the  principal  articles  which  they 
export,  above  all  artillery,  and  bring  back 
fait,  fruit,  fpiceries,  cotton,  and  cotton  and 
linen  cloth  :  in  fiich  voyages  they  bring 
great  profit  to  their  ow^ners  for  freight. 
Thefe  veflels,  built  and  commanded  by 
heretics,  conveyed  to  Italy  thofe  Jefuits 
whom  Spain  and  Portugal  wifhed  to  get 
rid  of.  In  the  year  1738,  government 
granted  the  exclufive  privilege  of  the  Le- 
vant trade  to  a  company,  who  fhewed  nei- 
ther that  knowledge  nor  adivity  which 
were  neceffary  for  accomplifhing  the  pro- 
pofed  end.  This  company  was  fuppreffed 
in  1756,  and  an  idea  was  long  entertained 
of  forming  a  new  one  -,  but  it  was  at  laft 
given  up,  and  the  trade  to  the  Levant  is 
now  entirely  free. 

The  diiTolution  of  the  Eaft  India  com- 
pany, which  was  facrificed  to  political  views, 
gave  rife  to  that  of  Sweden  eftablifhed  at 
Gottenburg  :  this  city  was  chofen,  becaufe 
its  port  is  generally  open  during  the  whole 
year,  Henry  Kœning  and  company  ob- 
tained a  charter  for  fifteen  years,  on  con- 
dition 
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dition  of  their  paying  fixteen  rix-dollars 
thirty-two  fchellings  per  laft  to  government. 
This  charter,  on  its  expiration,  was  renewed 
for  twenty  years,  and  the  company  en- 
gaged to  pay  to  government  8,333  rix-dol- 
lars  for  every  fuccefsful  voyage  :  in  1753 
they  acquired  a  permanent  fund.  From 
the  year  1 73 1 ,  the  epoch  when  they  began, 
to  1766,  the  year  in  which  their  fécond 
charter  expired,  they  built  twenty-two  vef- 
fels,  which  performed  fixty-one  voyages 
to  Bengal  and  China  :  fifty-fix  of  thefe 
voyages  were  fuccefsful,  and  produced,  one 
year  with  another,  a  clear  profit  of  40  r 
per  cent. 

This  company  was  fucceeded  by  another 
who  obtained  a  charter  for  twenty  years;  a 
term  which  has  expired  lately.  This  com- 
pany paid  to  government  12,500  rix-dol- 
lars  for  every  veflel  that  arrived  fafe  in  the 
port  of  Gottenburg;  thirty  tons  of  gold, 
under  the  name  of  a  premium,  and  twenty 
under  the  name  of  a  loan  without  intereft  : 
they  fent  two  veflels  every  year  to  China, 
and  their  profits  were  confiderable,  and  have 

even 
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even  increafed.  The  diredors  gained  the 
approbation  of  the  public,  by  the  ufeful 
alterations  which  they  made  in  the  manage- 
ment of  their  affairs:  thefe  changes  were 
neceffary  ;  and  they  occafioned  confiderable 
favings,  which  have  turned  out  greatly  to 
the  advantage  of  thofe  concerned. 

A  new  Eaft  India  company  has  been 
formed,  which  obtained  a  charter  for  twenty 
years,  and,  like  the  former,  engaged  to  pay 
12,500  rix-dollars  to  government.  Fo- 
reigners, as  vv'ell  as  natives,  may  purchafe 
a  fhare  in  this  company  :  they  receive  every 
neceffary  fecurity. 

The  Swedifh  veffels  which  perform  the 
voyage  to  China  are  generally  of  four  hun- 
dred lalls  burden  ;  they  carry  one  hundred 
and  fifty  men,  and  draw  300,000  piaftres^ 
at  Cadiz.  Thefe  veffels  carry  out  fome  of 
the  produdions  of  Sweden,  and  return  richly 
laden  with  tea,  coffee,  filk,  porcelain,  and 
cotton  fluffs.  Thefe  articles,  however,  do 
not  all  remain  in  the  country  :  the  Dutch, 
the  Englilh,  and  the  Danes  purchafe  the 
greater  part  of  them  ;  and,  one  year  with 
U  another. 
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another,  the  company  draw  from  foreign 
nations  above  a  million  of  rix-dollars  for 
the  merchandife  they  import  in  their  vefTels. 
This  is  their  trueft  gain,  and  the  real  ad- 
vantage which  the  kingdom  derives  from 
its  trade  to  the  Eaft  Indies. 

The  acquifition  of  the  ifland  of  St.  Bar- 
tholomev/  gave  rife  to  a  Weft  India  com- 
pany. Its  charter  is  dated  Odober  31, 1786  : 
it  pays  nothing  to  the  crown,  and  forms  a 
fund  by  fubfcription.  The  ifland  of  St. 
Bartholomew  has  a  governor,  and  a  garri- 
fon  :  a  council,  of  which  the  governor  is 
the  chief,  has  been  alfo  eftablifhed  there,  to 
fécond  the  operations  of  this  rifing  com- 
pany. In  the  year  1774,  a  company  was 
formed  for  carrying  on  the  whale  fiihery  : 
it  flill  fubfifts,  but  in  fuch  a  languifhing 
condition,  that  it  will  be  a  work  of  difficulty 
10  revive  it  ;  aûive  and  powerful  rivals  will 
always  raife  up  obftacles,  and  fetter  its  ef- 
forts. 

It  is  only  by  renouncing  imaginary  wants, 
and  the  caprices  of  luxury,  and  by  calcu- 
lating its  gains  with  fcrupulous  exaûnefs, 

that 
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that  a  country  little  favoured  by  nature  can 
fupport  the  balance  of  a  foreign  trade. 
Sweden  imports  from  different  nations  à 
quantity  of  merchandife,  which  muft  appear 
aftonifhing  when  we  fee  a  ftatement  of  it  ; 
and  our  furprifc  will  be  ftill  increafed  when 
■We  are  informed,  that  it  is  all  introduced 
by  fraud.  For  a  long  time,  therefore,  the 
trade  of  Sweden  was  far  from  being  advan- 
tageous to  the  kingdom  ;  but  for  twenty 
years  paft,  the  balance  feems  to  have  in- 
clined in  its  favour.  The  gain  arifuig  from 
the  lucrative  fales  of  the Eaft  India  company, 
and  from  the  freight  of  veiïels,  which  dur- 
ing the  American  war  was  very  productive, 
may  have  compenfated  for  the  loffes  occa- 
fioned  by  the  excefs  of  importation. 

The  ftaple  cities  only  have  a  right  of 
carrying  on  foreign  trade  ;  but  it  is  doubt- 
ful whether  this  regulation  be  really  advan- 
tageous to  the  kingdom.  All  Finland  was 
deprived,  until  1756,  of  the  privilege  of 
going  beyond  the  Baltic,  and  of  carrying  its 
own  productions  in  its  own  bottoms  to  fo-* 
reign  nations,  A  country  fo  little  advanced 
U  a  in 
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in  that  preliminary  knowledge,  which  ferves 
as  a  guide  to  human  induftry,  can  hardly 
be  fuppofed  capable  of  dealing  to  advantage 
with  ftrangers  ;  it  appears,  that  it  muft  ne- 
ceflarily  lofe  inftead  of  gaining;  and  perhaps 
it  may  fuddenly  be  made  acquainted  with 
that  luxury,  which  is  dangerous  even  to 
thofe  nations  that  fall  into  it  infenfibly. 

Stockholm  flands  at  the  head  of  the  com- 
mercial cities  of  Sweden.  The  fituation  of 
this  capital,  wafhed  on  one  fide  by  the  wa- 
ters of  the  Baltic,  and  on  the  other  by 
thofe  of  the  Maslar,  is  extremely  commo- 
dious ;  and  it  affords  the  ready  means  of 
colleding  fuch  articles  as  are  fit  for  expor- 
tation, and  of  diftributing  thofe  which  are 
brought  from  foreign  countries,  throughout 
the  interior  parts  of  the  kingdom.  The 
trade  of  Stockholm  employs  fix  or  feven 
hundred  veflels.  The  harbour,  though  the 
avenues  to  it  are  rendered  difficult  by  in- 
numerable rocks  and  iflands,  polTelfes  great 
advantages  :  fliips  there  find  themfelves  in 
the  heart  of  the  city;  the  cuftom-houfe  is 
fjtuated  clofe  to  it,  and  vcffels  can  be  un- 
loaded 
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loaded  with  the  greateft  facility,  and  with- 
out the  leaft  ernbarraffinent.    Near  the  har- 
bour, a  warehoufe  in  the  form  of  a  vault 
has  been  conftrutfted,  in  which  the  princi- 
pal articles  of  exportation   are  depofited. 
This  v/arehoufe   on   one  fide  touches  the 
Mxlar,  and  on  the  other  the  fea  :  it  contains 
large  quantities  of  iron,  copper  and  pitch. 
A  little  farther,  but  ftill  along  the  harbour, 
ftand  piles   of  beams,  planks  and  rafters, 
placed  there  to   be   ready  to  load  veiTels. 
For  this  ufeful  eftablilhment  Stockholm  is 
indebted  to  a  citizen,  who  made  a  very  con- 
fpicuous  figure  in  Sweden.     A  thorough 
knowledge  of  bufmefs,  and  an  activity  fel- 
dom  to  be  met  with,  raifed  Kierman  to  the 
higheft  degree  of  credit  to  which  an  in- 
dividual without  birth   and   without  titles 
can  arrive  ;  he  was  one  of  the  chiefs  of  the 
party  of  the  hats,  and  at  the  diet  of  1756 
he  made  the  parfifans  of  the  court  fenfible 
of  the  afcendancy  which   his   wealth  and 
talents  had  procured  him.  Several  works  of 
evident  utility,  which  he  caufed  to  be  exe- 
cuted with  fuccefs,  gave  him' an  undifputed 
U  3  right 
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light  to  the  gratitude  of  his  country  ;  but 
in  the  midft  of  thofe  contefts  which  arife 
between  oppofite  fadions,  the  lot  of  the 
citizen,  who  engages  in  fuch  dangerous 
fcenes,  is  fubjeâ  to  ftrange  vicifïitudes.  The 
caps  having  got  pofleffion  of  that  power 
which  the  hats  had  long  enjoyed,  every 
thing  affumed  a  new  appearance.  Kier- 
man  experienced  the  fad  effedls  of  political 
hatred  and  refentment  :  the  greater  part  of 
his  goods  were  confifcated,  and  he  himfelf 
was  condemned  to  pafs  the  remainder  of 
his  days  in  a  fortrefs,  where  he  died  a  little 
before  the  revolution  of  1772. 

Gottcnburg,  next  to  Stockholm,  carries 
on  the  moll  extenfive  trade  in  Sweden. 
This  city,  fituated  between  the  Baltic  and 
the  Northern  Sea,  has  this  advantage  over 
the  capital,  that  its  port  is  feldom  fhut  Up 
by  the  ice.  Guftavus  Adolphus  granted  it 
feveral  privileges,  which  it  ilill  enjoys,  and 
which  have  greatly  tended  to  render  it  flou- 
rifning  :  a  great  many  Englilhmen,  Ger- 
mans, and  Dutchmen  have  fettled  here  un- 
der the  aufpices  of  civil  and  religious  li- 
berty. 
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berty.  The  trade  carried  on  in  Gottenburg 
employs  from  five  to  fix  hundred  veffels  ; 
the  moft  confiderable  article  which  it  ex- 
ports is  herring  oil.  As  the  Eaft  India 
company  have  their  offices  and  warehoufes 
at  this  place,  it  enjoys  the  principal  profit 
of  a  very  thriving  branch  of  commerce. 

Norkœping,  in  Oftrogothia,  has  an  ex- 
cellent harbour,  exports  a  great  deal  of 
brafs,  and  difperfes  throughout  the  fouthern 
provinces  feveral  neceflliry  articles,  which 
its  vefTels  bring  from  France  and  other 
countries.  Gefle,  in  Geftrikeland,  is  alfo  a 
very  commercial  city:  it  exports  one  year 
with  another  24,000  fchp.  of  iron.  The 
trade  of  Obo,  Landicrona,  Chriftianflad, 
Uddevalla  and  Carlfhamn  increafe  every 
day;  but,  notwithftanding  the  efi:brts  of  all 
the  other  ftaple  cities,  Stockholm  and  Got- 
tenburg fiiill  preferve  a  decided  fuperiority. 
It^is  not  long  fince  Stockholm  exported 
7-i3ths,  and  Gottenburg  2-i3ths,  of  the 
produce  of  all  Sweden  :  there  remained, 
therefore,  no  more  than  4-i3ths  to  the 
reft  of  the  cities.  The  importation  was 
U  4  dividc(i 
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divided  in  fu.ch  a  manner,  that  half  came  to 
Stockholm,  i-4lh  toGottenburg,'and  i-4th 
to  the  other  cities. 

On  a  rock,  much  hke  the  iiland  of  Ithaca, 
as  defcribed  by  Homer,  ftands  the  city  of 
Marflrand,  which  by  an  ediâ  of  the  king 
in  1775  was  declared  a  free  port.  The.  prin- 
cipal regulations  eftablifhed  on  this  occafion 
were  as  follow  : 

All  merchandife,  both  foreign  and  Swe-r 
difh,may  be  freely  imported  into  Marflrand, 
and  there  depofited  and  confumed  ;  every 
article,  of  whatever  denomination,  may  be 
in  the  like  manner  exported  in  any  veflel, 
and  without  any  reilridion  w^hatever. 

All  merchandife  carried  from  the  port  of 
Marflrand  to  any  other  port  of  the  king- 
dom, fhall  be  infpcded,  and  taxed,  as  if  it 
had  come  from  a  foreign  port. 

All  Swedifli  merchandife  exported  from 
Marflrand,  fliall  pay  the  fame  duties  as  if 
they  were  exported  from  any  other  port  of 
Sweden  to  a  foreign  country. 
■   All  merchandife  imported  to  Marflrand, 
fhall  pay  one  half  per  cent.  ;  goods  exported 

fliall 
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ihall  pay  only  i-4th  :  the  half  of  thefe  du- 
ties fhall  go  to  the  crown,  and  the  reft  to 
the  city  of  Marftrand.  All  merchants  and 
others,  who  may  choofe  to  eftabliih  them- 
felves  at  Marftrand,  fhall  enjoy  the  free  ex- 
ercife  of  their  religion,  and  fhall  be  re- 
ftrained  in  that  point  by  no  regulations 
whatever. 

The  inhabitants  of  Marftrand,  whether 
foreigners  or  natives,  Ihall  be  exempted 
from  all  taxes,  except  thofe  of  the  excife 
impofed  on  liquors  and  provifions.  Every 
foreigner  who  purchafes  or  builds  a  houfe 
at  Marftrand,  of  the  value  of  a  thoufand 
crowns  bank  money,  fliall  be  confidered  as 
naturalifed,  after  he  has  been  in  poffeffioii 
of  it  for  two  years. 

Foreigners  eftablifhed  at  Marftrand  fliall 
pay  nothing  to  the  crown  when  they  leave 
the  kingdom  of  Sweden.  Whoever  takes 
refuge  at  Marftrand  for  debt,  or  even  for 
crimes  which  are  not  capital,  ftiall  be  there 
in  fafety,  and  no  one  fliall  be  allowed  to 
touch  either  his  perfoa  or  his  efFeds. 

The  views  of  government,  notwithftand- 
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îng  thefe  advantages,  have  not  yet  been  an- 
fwered.  The  port  continues  free  ;  but  Mar- 
ftrand  is  neither  well  peopled  nor  much 
frequeiited.  Some  aflert,  that  it  has  hither- 
to ferved  only  to  encourage  fmuggling. 

To  furnifh  merchants  with  a  new  mo- 
tive for  extending  their  commerce,  an  office 
for  marine  infurance  was  opened  in  1739. 
This  eflabhlhment,  which  poiTelTes  the  con- 
fidence of  the  public,  was  divided  into  a 
îhoufand  Ihares  of  166I  rix-dollars  each, 
and  is  under  the  management  of  four  direc- 
tors, chofen  from  among  the  members  by 
the  members  themfeives. 

The  company  of  divers  is  another  efla- 
blifhment,  ufeful  to  commerce,  which  ought 
not  to  be  pafled  over  in  filence.  It  was 
authorifed  to  exercife  its  functions  in  1734, 
by  letters  patent  from  rlie  king  and  the 
Hates  ;  and  it  obtained  new  privileges  in 
1739  and  1 74 1.  This  company  keeps,  on 
all  the  coafts  of  the  kingdom,  people  who, 
on  the  firft  news  of  a  vefl'el  being  wrecked, 
haftcn  to  the  fpot,  and  endeavour  to  fave 
V/hatevcr  part  of  the  cargo  they  can.    After 

this. 
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this,  tlie  company  informs  the  proprietors 
and  infurers  of  the  event  which  has  taken 
place  :  the  latter  having  fignified  their  plea- 
fure,  the  effeas  faved  are  difpofed  of;  and 
the  company,  after  deduding  their  expences, 
and  what  compenfation  they  are  entitled  to, 
tranfmit  them  the  balance.  If  this  eftablifh- 
ment  is  attended  with  advantages  on  the 
one  hand,  it  has  its  inconveniencies  on  the 
other,  Difputes  have  more  than  once  arifen 
between  the  company  and  the  proprietors, 
or  infurers,  which  have  produced  law-fuits, 
and  furnifhed  an  ample  field  for  the  rapa^ 
city  of  the  lawyers 


CHAR 
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^i;.^FI NANCES,   MONEY,  ,\VEI.Gy,TS,,ANI? 

,  Jj  bt.'    .  MEASURES. 

IF  ,we  wifh  to. be  convinced  of  the  fatal 
effetfts-  arifing  from  confuflon  in^  "the 
public  finances  of  a  country,  and  Jiow  ne- 
cefTarvjinformation,  exadtnefs,  method,  and 
vigilance  are  in  this  part  of  adminillration, 
we  n^uft-  read  the  annals  of  Sweden. 

In  the  laft  century,  the  value  of  the  filvef 
coin  was  changed,  and  by  this  ineàfure  thé 
flate  fuffered  a  confiderable  icfs.     Charles 
XII.  again  introduced  copper  money,  which 
had  been  current  in  former  times  ;    but  as 
the  pieces  coined  were  exceedingly  large, 
they  were    highly    inconvenient    for    the 
ordinary  purpofes  of  life.     The  public  trea- 
fure  being  abforbed   by  war,   and  Charles 
"W'ifhing  to  continue  it,   whatever  it   might 
coft,  baron  Goertz,  fruitful  in  expedients, 
propofed  to  alter  the  value  of  copper,  and 
to  give  it  that  of  filver  :    hence  arofe  that 
6  money 
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money  of  diftrefs,  the  nature  of  which  is 
exprefl'ed  by  its  name.  This  money  multi- 
plied to  fuch  a  degree,  that  on  the  death  of 
the  king  there  were  above  fix  millions  of 
rix-dollars  of  it  in  circulation.  The  donation 
which  France  gave  to  Sweden,  and  the  fums 
received  as  an  indemnification  for  the  ceded 
provinces,  ferved  as  a  palliative,  but  not  as  a 
remedy;  and  it  was  fo  much  the  more  difficult 
to  extricate  the  finances  from  the  difagreeable 
fituation  in  which  they  were,  as  the  balance 
did  not  by  any  means  incline  in  favour  of 
Sweden. 

In  1 726,  bank  notes  payable  to  the  bearer 
were  introduced  ;  and  the  reafon  alfigned 
for  this  innovation  was,  the  great  advantage 
which  would  thence  refult  to  internal  circu^ 
lation.  The  fums  fpecified  in  thefe  notes 
were  leflened  in  proportion  as  fpecie  difap- 
peared  ;  and  the  courfe  of  exchange  foon 
fhewed  the  effects  that  fuch  an  operation 
muft  naturally  produce.  The  evil  increafed, 
for  reafons  eafily  guefled  :  the  bank  was 
folicited  to  lend  to  the  crown,  as  well  as  to 
individuals,  and  the  copper  money  was  ex- 
ported 
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ported  by  the  permiffion  of  government  ;  but 
the  value  of  that  copper  was  not  returned 
in  filver  as  had  been  agreed. 

The  mafs  of  paper  daily  increafed,  and 
the  exchange  occafioned  enormous  lofTes* 
To  render  it  more  favourable,  and  to  re- 
medy the  irregular  and  uncertain  courfe  of 
internal  commerce,  government  created  of- 
fices of  exchange  ;  but  by  this  meafure  it 
did  not  accomplifh  its  end  :  private  intereft 
and   unfuccefsful  fpeculations  rendered  its 
vleM,^s  abortive,  while  the  fituation  of  affairs 
remained  always  the  fame.     The  two  wars 
which  the  kingdom  had  to  fupport  coft  fe- 
veral  millions,  and  were  an  addition  to  the 
national  misfortunes.  In  1 765  the  bank  had 
a  claim  upon  government  and  individuals 
for  735  tons  of  gold;   in   1762   the  ex- 
change with  Hamburgh  was  108  marks  per 
crown  banco.     In  this  diftreffing  fituation 
government  began  to  think  ferioufly  of  re- 
trieving  the    affairs    of    the   nation,    and 
many  plans  were  propofed;  but  obftacles 
ftill  occurred  to  impede  the  execution  of 
them. 

in 


OF    SWEDEN.  203 

In   1776  the  prefent  king  adopted  the 
plan  of  baron  Lilliecrantz.     By  loans  pro- 
cured in  other  countries,  the  ftate  added,  to 
the  real  property  which  the  bank  already 
poflefled,  four  millions  and  a  half  of  rix- 
dollars;  and  the  copper  which  the  crown 
receives  under  the  name  of  a  tythe  was  em- 
ployed for  the  fame  purpofe.     The  execu- 
tion of  this  new  plan  was  attended  with  the 
Icfs  difficulty,  as  foreigners  did   not  with- 
draw their  capitals  too  haftily,  and  as  com- 
merce, w^hich  was  very  profitable  during  the 
whole  of  the  American  war,  brought  large 
fums  into  the  country.  To  render  this  fyftem 
of  realization  more  efficacious,  government 
paid  with  fpecie,  in  the  year  1 777,  part  of  the 
civil  and  military  appointments  of  the  ftate  ; 
the  old  notes  were  called  in,  and  the  bank 
returned  the  full  value  of  them  in  copper. 
The  new  ones  are  all  in  rix-dollars  :   the 
leaft  of  them  is  worth  two.     This  meafure 
of  government  may  have  perhaps  been  at- 
tended with  little  advantage  to  more  than 
one  individual  ;  but  the  welfare  of  the  pub- 
lic required   it,   and  they  endeavoured   to 

heal 
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heal  the  wound  in  fuch  a  manner  as  might 
be  leafl  painful.  The  fpecie  in  circulation 
at  prefent  may  amount  to  nine  or  ten  mil- 
lions of  rix- dollars.  The  legal  intereft  of 
money  is  fix  per  cent.  The  bank  of  Stock- 
holm is  worthy  the  attention  of  all  thofe 
who  ftudy  the  economical  interefts  of  na- 
tions. It  was  founded  in  1657,  ^^^  ^^' 
newed  in  1668  :  the  plan  of  it  was  formed 
by  a  Livonian,  named  Palmftruck  ;  and  the 
ftates  of  the  kingdom,  except  the  order  of 
peafants,  who  refufed  to  have  any  fhare  in 
this  prerogative,  are  the  directors  of  it. 
They  appoint  deputies,  who  take  care  to 
fupport  the  internal  economy  of  the  efta- 
blifliment,  and  who  are  refponfible  to  in- 
fpedors,  appointed  alfo  by  the  ftates  when 
they  aflemble.  The  bank  is  divided  into 
feveral  offices,  viz.  the  chancery,  the  fifcaFs 
office,  the  exchange  bank,  the  numbering 
and  noting  -office,  the  loan  office,  the  office 
of  revifion,  and  that  for  iffiiing  notes.  Each 
of  thefe  offices  is  under  the  diredion  of 
one  or  more  commiffaries.  The  bank  has 
a  paper  manufadory  of  its  own  near  Stock- 
holm, 
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holm,  and  it  keeps  in  confiant  pay  a  letter- 
founder  and  an  engraver.  Government  has 
granted  it  full  jurifdicStion  over  all  thofe 
whom  it  employs  ;  but  it  refers  fuch  law- 
fuits  as  it  may  be  engaged  in  with  indivi- 
duals to  the  royal  court  of  Stockholm. 
All  the  public  eftablifhments,  except  the 
mint,  keep  their  books  at  the  exchange 
bank,  through  which  all  the  revenues 
of  the  ftate  muft  confequently  pafs.  In- 
dividuals may  there  depofit  their  capitals, 
and  draw  them  out  when  they  have  occa- 
fion  for  them,  on  paying  one  quarter  per 
cent,  to  the  clerks.  The  loan  office  gives 
its  affignments  on  that  of  exchange.  Loans 
on  lands  and  houfes  have  ceafed  ;  but  peo- 
ple may  flill  borrow  on  iron,  copper,  and 
filver  plate,  at  the  rate  of  four  per  cent, 
which  affords  a  very  valuable  refource  for 
merchants  and  tradefmen^  The  riches  of 
the  Swedifh  bank  have  never  been  known  : 
this  is  a  ftate  fecret  ;  but  it  may  be  eafily 
perceived,  that  it  might  have  gained  cond- 
derably,  on  the  one  hand,  by  its  advances, 
and  that,  on  the  other,  fpecie  conftitutes 
X  only 
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only  a  fmall  part  of  the  fund  which  it  pof- 
fefles.  The  profit  which  it  has  derived,  and 
ftill  derives,  from  notes  loft  or  burnt,  is  faid 
to  amount  to  very  large  fums.  It  never 
lends,  either  to  the  crown  or  to  individuals, 
without  having  every  neceflary  fecurity. 
The  credit,  therefore,  which  the  bank  of 
Stockholm  poflefles,  both  in  Sweden  and  in 
foreign  countries  is  real  and  folid.  This 
credit  will  be  preferved  as  long  as  the  di- 
rectors never  deviate  from  the  fyftem  hi- 
therto adopted,  the  wifdom  of  which  has 
been  fully  proved  by  long  experience. 

To  give  frefh  vigour  to  commerce  and 
induftry,  government  in  1773  permitted  a 
fociety  to  eftablifh  at  Stockholm  a  difcount 
office,  which,  on  the  expiration  of  its  char- 
ter, was  converted  into  a  royal  difcount  office. 
Its  regulations  are  dated  April  13th,  1787: 
it  ought  to  have  a  fund  of  400,000  rix  dol- 
lars. 


THE  money  ufed  in  Sweden  is  : 

The  gold  ducat,  w^orth   i  rix  dollar  46 

fchelling. 

The 
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The  filver  rix  dollar,  of  48  fchel.  an  ima- 
ginary coin  of  6  dalr.  of  filver,  or  1 8  dalr. 
of  copper,  alfo  imaginary  money  :  the  value 
of  the  T,  T,  -V,  and  xV,  of  a  rix  dollar  is  in 
proportion. 

The  copper  enkel  flant,  or  fimple  ftiver, 
of  3  runftychens,  or  cere. 

The  double  flant,  or  double  ftiver  of  6 
runft.  or  œre. 

The  cere,  or  runftychen,  12  of  which 
make  a  fchelling. 

The  courfe  of  exchange  in  Sweden,  ac- 
cording to  the  oi'donnance  of  1776,  is  as 
follows  ; 

On  Amfterdam,  45  fchell.  more  or  lefSj 
contain  i  rix  dollar  exchange. 

Copenlittgen,  100  rix  dollars  fpecie,  124 
rix  dollars  exchange. 

Spain,  41  fchellings,  I  ducat  exchange. 

Hamburgh,  47^  fchell.  i  rix  dollar  banco. 

Lifbon,  22  fchell.  i  crufadoe  of  400  reas» 

Leghorn,  47  fchell.  i  pezza  of  8  ryals. 

London,  4  rix  dollars  15  fchell.  i  pound 
fterling. 

X  2  Paris, 
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Paris,  2^  fchell.  I  ecu  of  60  fous  Tour- 
nois. 

Straelfund,  100  rix  dol.  fpecie,  133  rix 
dol.  of  Pomerania. 

Thefe  exchanges  vary  according  to  the 
balance  of  trade. 

The  ordonnance  of  1664  is  ftill  obferved 
for  the  value  of  the  different  coins. 

62  ducats  are  made  from  a  gold  mark 
weighing  23  carats  5  grains. 

8  rix  dollars  are  made  from  a  mark  of 
filver  weighing  1 4  lods  i  grain  :  the  frac- 
tions are  omitted. 

The  mark  for  affaying  gold  is  divided 
into  24  carats,  and  the  carat  into  15  grains. 

The  mark  for  affaying  filver  is  divided 
into  1 6  lods,  and  the  lod  into  1 8  grains. 

Silver  plate,  in  Sweden,  is  of  the  fine- 
nefs  of  13T  lods,  which  correfponds  to  9 
deniers  22^  grains  ;  but  from  this  t  of 
a  lod  is  deducted  on  account  of  the  varia^ 
tion. 

The  mark  for  weighing  gold  and  filver 
confifls  of  16  lods,  64  grains,  or  4,384  as. 

The  pile,  a  weight  for  weighing  du-cats, 

is 
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Is  equivalent  to  3  ounces,  5  drachms,   10 
grains  of  France. 


THERE  are  four  weights  ufed  in  com- 
merce in  Sweden. 

Firft,  the  weight  of  provifions,  viâîualie 
vigf. 

Secondly,  the  weight  ufed  in  the  mines, 
bergverks  vigt. 

Thirdly,  the  weight  ufed  in  towns,  and  in 
the  country,  land  och  Jiad  vigt. 

Fourthly,  the  ftaple  weight  ufed  for  iron, 
jaw  och  Jiapel  vigt. 

Befides  thefe,  there  are  weights  ufed  only 
for  medicine. 

A  pound,  called  fkolpund,  ufed  for  pro- 
vifions, contains  8,848  as. 

The  mark  ufed  in  the  mines  makes 
7,82ItVt  as. 

The  mark  ufed  in  cities,  and  in  the 
country,  makes  7,45  OtIt  as. 

The  ilaple  mark  makes  70787  as. 

A  fcheppund  makes  20  lifpund,  and  a 

lifpund  makes  20  fkolpund, 

X  3  A  fkeppund, 
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A  fkeppund  of  iron  makes  only  i6  lif- 
pund  of  20  pounds  to  the  lifpund. 

A  quintal,  or  hundred  weight,  makes  120 
pounds,  and  i  pound  makes  32  lods,  or  132 
drachms  of  694-  as  each. 

The  apothecaries  pound  weighs  7416  as. 


THE  tun  for  meafuring  corn,  fait,  and 
other  dry  goods,  gauges  V  cubic  feet  of 
Sweden,  which  are  equivalent  to  y^SS  cu- 
bic inches  of  France.  This  meafure  is  di- 
vided into  2  fpans,  8  fyrtles,  32  cappes,  56 
cannes,  112  ftopes,  448  quarters,  and  1,792 
cert,  or  jungfru. 

The  tun  for  moid  goods,  fuch  as  flefli, 
fiih,  and  meal,  contains  48  cannes  ;  for  pitch 
and  tar  1  tun  contains  48 1-  cannes,  of  i  OQ 
cubic  inches  to  the  canne, 

A  tun  of  fait  herrings  contains  1 000  fifli, 
2  It    Swedifh    tun-fe  make  a   Hamburgh 
laft. 

A  laft  of  pitch  and  tar  contains  13  tuns, 
of  Spanifh  and  French  fait  i  8  tuns, 

■  of  dried  fifh,  1 2  tuns. 

A  laft 
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A  laft  of  hemp,  flax,  cordage,  or  hops, 
6  fchep.  or  120  lifp.  Swedifh. 

The  fouder,  or  fat,  is  divided  into  2  pipes, 
4  oxhœfd,  6  ahm,  12  cembar,  24  ankar, 
360  cannes,  720  ftopes,  2,880  quarters,  and 
11,520  jungfru. 

The  can,  or  pot,  a  Swedifh  meafure  for 
liquids,  gauges  \^'ir  cubic  inches  of  Swe- 
den, which  are  equivalent  to  132  cubic 
inches  of  France. 


THE  Swedifli  foot  is  to  that  of  Francç, 
as  10,000  to  10,943. 

The  toife,  or  famn,  contains  6  feet. 

The  perch,  or  ruta,  contains  16  feet. 

The  ell,  aln,  is  two  feet,  and  meafures 
263!-  lines  of  France. 

The  Swedifh  mile  is  reckoned  to  contain 
18,000  Swedifh  ells,  which  are  equivalent 
to  51483!  toifes  of  France,  and  io|4  of 
thefe  miles  make  a  degree  of  the  equator. 

The  furveyors  ofHce  divides  the  foot  into 
I  o  inches  of    \  o  lines  to  the  inch  j    but 

X  4  the 
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the  inch  is  generally  reckoned  to  contain 
12  lines. 

A  Swedifh  fquare  mile  is  1,296,000,000 
f(^uare  feet,  or  324,000,000  fquare  ells 
Swedifh. 


CHAP, 


\ 


OF    SWEDEN,  313 


CHAP.     XIX. 

PUBLIC     EDUCATION. 

IT   is  highly  pleafing    to   a  benevolent 
mind  to  fee  governments,  when  become 
more  aûive  and  generous,  encouraging  the 
ufeful  arts,  and  opening  to  induftry  new 
fources  of  happinefs  and  profperity.    There 
is  an    objeâ:,  however,    of  much   greater 
confequence,  which   has   not  yet   engaged 
their  attention  in  a  manner  fuitable  to  its 
importance.     Let  them  firft  endeavour  to 
infpire    mankind    with    proper   fentiments 
and  principles.    Let  them  give  life  and  dig- 
nity to  public  education,  by  the  direct  in- 
fluence of  their  care.     Prejudices  will  then 
decreafe  ;   the    feeds  of  virtue,  more  dif- 
fufed,  will  produce  fruit  ;  we  fhall  fee  fewer 
of  thofe  unthinking  mortals,  who  without 
guide,  and  without  diredion,  haften  to  de- 
ilrudion:    in  a  word,  the  world  will   be 
much  happier. 

The 


314         A    GENERAL    VIEW 

The  univerfities  in  Sweden,  as  in  other 
countries,  are  at  the  head  of  thofe  eftabUfli- 
ments  which  are  deftined  for  public  educa- 
tion. The  oldeft,  that  of  Upfal,  was  founded 
in  1476,  by  Steno  Sture  the  elder,  whofe 
conduâ:  as  regent  rendered  Sweden  flourifh- 
ing,  at  a  time  when  it  feemed  to  be  deftined 
only  to  misfortunes  and  mifery.  The  uni- 
verfity  of  Upfal  languifhed  for  fome  time 
amidft  thofe  troubles  and  bloody  cataftro- 
phes,  which  took  place  foon  after  its  efta- 
blifhment,  Guftavus  I.  paid  the  utmoft 
attention  to  this  inftitution  ;  but  it  was  en- 
tirely neglected  by  his  fons.  Guftavus  Adol- 
phus  revived  it  in  the  beginning  of  his 
reign,  and,  having  affigned  certain  funds  for 
its  fupport,  provided  it  with  able  mafters, 
the  greater  part  of  whom  were  invited  from 
foreign  countries.  Locenius,  well  verfed 
in  the  antiquities  of  the  North  ;  Freinfhe- 
mius,  known  by  his  commentaries  on  feve- 
ral  ancient  authors,  and  his  fupplements  to 
Livy  ;  and  SchefFer,  an  unlverfal  fcholar, 
whofe  refearches  were  direded  by  found 
eriticifm,  all  taught  at  Upfal.     Olaus  Rud* 

beck, 
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beck,  a  native  of  Sweden,  and  author  of  that 
celebrated  diflertation  on  the  ncrtliern  anti- 
quities, a  work  as  remarkable  for  the  erudition 
it  difplays,  as  for  the  hypothefes  and  con- 
jectures  it    contains,  diltinguiflied    himfelf 
there  alfo  at  the  fame  time.     In  this  cen- 
tury, Linnseus,  Ceifius,  Wallerius,  and  Klin- 
genilierna,  all  born  in  Sweden,  have  acquired 
a  moft  brilliant  reputation  to  the  univerfity 
of  Upfal,     Among  the  prefent  profeflbrs, 
Thunberg,  Melanderhielm,  Profperin,   and 
others,  are  well   known  by  their  learning 
and  abilities.     The   illuitrious  Bergman  is 
now  no  more  ;   he  died  at  an  early  period 
of  life,  a  victim  to  his  zeal  for  labour  and 
ftudy.     His  fate  gives  us  reafon  to  lament, 
that  thofe  mortals  who  do  honour  to  huma- 
nity, and  who  are  an  ornament  to  the  earth, 
rarely  attain  to  the   utmoft  boundaries  of 
life.     Mr.    Thunberg    poiTefTcs    a    cabinet 
which  is  highly  worthy  of  being  feen  :   it 
contains   feveral    curiofities   brought    from 
Japan  ;    fuch  as  drefles,  tools,  utenfils,  and 
coins  of  that  country,  in  which  this  learned 
Swcdifh  naturalift  refided  for  fome  time. 

The 
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The  library  of  the  univerfity  of  Upfal  is 
a  colleûion  as  valuable  on  account  of  the 
number  as  the  choice  of  the  books  it  con- 
tains :  it  abounds,  above  all,  with  works  on 
natural  hiflory.  A  manufcript  of  Edda, 
w^hich  is  accounted  the  bell  copy  of  that 
ancient  theological  code,  is  preferved  here. 
The  Codex  Argenteus^  another  treafure  be- 
longing to  this  library,  is  a  tranflation  of 
the  four  gofpels  into  the  Mœfo-Gothic  lan- 
guage, by  Ulphilas  bifhop  of  the  Goths,  in 
the  fourth  century.  The  gold  and  filver  let- 
ters in  this  rû^^.v.have  given  rife  to  many 
conjediures:  it  appears  that  they  are  fixed 
to  the  parchment  by  means  of  fome  kind  of 
encauftic. 

The  univerfity  of  Upfal  has  a  botanical 
garden,  rendered  celebrated  by  the  care  be- 
llowed on  it  by  Linnaeus.  Paflionately  fond 
of  this  fcience,  which  he  cultivated,  and 
being  feconded  in  his  efforts  by  government, 
this  great  naturalift  negleâ:ed  no  opportu- 
nity of  iloring  it  with  every  curious  objedl 
that  the  vegetable  kingdom  contains  in  the 
four  quarters  of  the  world.  Thofe  plants 
7  whick 
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winch  can  (land  the  climate  of  the  north, 
are  placed  in  the  open  air  ;  the  reft  are  dif- 
tributed  in  different  departments,  where 
they  enjoy  that  degree  of  heat  which  is  ne- 
ceflary  to  make  them  profper. 

The  obfervatory  owes  its  origin  to  An- 
drew Celfius.  The  foundation  of  it  is  now 
ihaken,  and  on  that  account  obfervations 
cannot  be  made  with  that  accuracy  which 
is  requifite.  The  anatomical  theatre  has 
been  lately  bulk,  and  is  extremely  well 
adapted  for  the  ufe  to  which  it  is  deftined. 
The  economical  theatre  contains  models  of 
inftruments,  invented  by  the  genius  of  man, 
to  affift  the  labours  of  agriculture  and  in- 
duftry.  The  chemical  elaboratory  feems 
worthy  of  more  attention  than  is  at  pre- 
fent  beftowed  on  it.  Wallerius  and  Berg- 
man both  wrought  in  it  :  the  apparatus  is 
extenfive,  commodious,  and  well  arranged. 

The  profeflbrs  chairs  are  very  numerous  : 
that  of  the  economical  fclences  does  honour 
to  the  ftates  who  founded  it,  about  the  mid- 
dle of  the  prefent  century.  The  ftudy  of 
thofe  fciences  is  undoubtedly  much  more 

ufeful 
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ufeful  than  that  of  the  myfterious  fubtleties 
and  barren  difcuffions  of  the  fchools.  The 
ftudents  are  in  number  about  five  hundred  ; 
they  live  very  quietly,  and  never  give  them- 
felves  up  to  thofe  fhameful  excefles  which 
fo  often  difgrace  the  votaries  of  the  Mufes  in 
other  countries. 

The  univerfity  of  Obo,  in  Finland,  v^ras 
founded  in  the  year  1640,  during  the  mi- 
nority of  queen  Chriftina  ;  it  has  a  pretty 
large  library,  for  the  greater  part  of  v^hich 
it  is  indebted  to  Mr.  Arkenholz,  author  of 
the  memoirs  of  that  fingular  princefs.  Mr. 
Lexel  was  a  profefTor  here  at  the  time 
w^hen  he  was  invited  to  Peterfburgh;  he 
died  in  that  capital,  and  the  fciences  ftill 
lament  their  lofs.  There  is  a  third  univer- 
fity at  Lund,  in  Scandia,  which  was 
founded  in  1660,  under  the  minority  of 
Charles  XI.  Soon  after  its  inftitution,  this 
univerfity  reckoned  amongft  the  number  of 
its  profeifors  the  celebrated  Samuel  Puffen- 
dorf.  When  his  learned  work  on  the  Laws 
of  Nature' afid  Nations  appeared,  tw^o  of  his 
colleagues  treated  him  in  the  fame  manner 
*  as 
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as  Lange  afterwards  treated  Wolf.  Having 
firft  done  every  thing  in  their  power  pri- 
vately to  moleft  him,  they  reprefented  him 
to  the  king  as  the  author  of  a  dangerous 
fyftem  ;  but  Charles  XI.  liftening  to  the 
voice  of  reafon,  filenced  the  perfecutors, 
and  proted:ed  the  objedl  of  their  envy  and 
rancour.  Biœrnfthohl,  known  by  his  tra- 
vels, an  ample  relation  of  which  has  been 
publiflied,  was  profeflbr  of  the  Oriental  lan- 
guages at  Lund  :  he  has  been  fucceeded  by 
Mr.  Norberg,  who  is  extremely  well  verfed 
in  the  fame  kind  of  erudition.  Mr.  de  La- 
gerbring,  profeffbr  of  hiilory,  and  well 
knowm  by  his  hiftorical  produûions,  has 
lately  paid  the  debt  of  nature.  Mr.  Ret- 
zius,  who  teaches  natural  hiftory,  has  writ- 
ten feveral  works  which  abound  with  new 
and  curious  obfervations. 

Thefe  univerfities  are  under  the  direâion 
of  a  chancellor,  a  vice-chancellor,  and  the 
academic  council,  compofed  of  the  profef- 
fors.  Adolphus-Frederic  w^as  chancellor 
of  that  of  Upfal,  before  he  mounted  the 
throne  :  Guftavus  IlL  imitated  his  ex- 
I  •    an^^ie  ; 
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ample  ;  and  Guftavus  Adolphus,  the  pre- 
fumptive  heir  to  the  crown,  is  invefled  with 
the  fame  dignity.  The  greater  part  of  the 
fixed  falaries  which  the  profeflbrs  enjoy 
are  affigned  to  them  on  lands  :  this  arrange- 
ment faves  expence  to  the  public  treafury  ; 
but  it  occafions  embarraffment  to  the  ma- 
ilers, and  engages  fo  much  of  their  atten- 
tion, as  muft  tend  greatly  to  interrupt  them 
in  the  difcharge  of  their  moft  effential  du- 
ties. 

The  method  which  they  follow  in  giv- 
ing lelTons  is  almoll  the  fame  as  that  em- 
ployed in  the  German  univerfities  :  they 
feldom  read  leâures  in  the  Latin  language, 
as  the  Swedifh  has  been  fubftituted  in  its 
place.  Governm^ent,  and  feveral  indivi- 
duals, have  eftabiiihed  penfions  in  favour 
of  young  people,  whofe  talents  are  not  fe- 
conded  by  fortune. 

Next  to  the  univerfities  are  the  colleges, 
diftinguifhed,  as  in  Germany,  by  the  name 
of  gymnafia  :  they  are  difperfed  through- 
out all  the  provinces  ;  but  the  greater  part 
of  them    are    fituated   in    thofe    towns   in 

which 
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which  there  is  a  bifhop,  and  a  confiftory. 
There  are  none,  however,  in  the  capital, 
which  undoubtedly  ought  not  to  be  defti- 
tute  of  fuch  inftitutions.  The  mafters 
who  teach  in  thefe  colleges  are  called  lec- 
turers. Befides  thefe,  there  are  a  great 
number  of  fchools,  both  in  the  cities  and 
in  the  country  j  but  as  thefe  different  in- 
ftitutions have  not  followed  the  progrefs 
of  knowledge,  they  cannot  produce  thofe 
effets  which  their  founders  intended. 
The  colleges  and  fchools  are  frequented 
only  by  the  children  of  the  lower  claifes  ; 
thofe  of  the  higher  ranks  receive  a  do- 
meftic  education  until  they  are  fit  to  be 
fent  to  the  univcrfity.  This  mode  of 
education  may  have  its  advantages,  but 
it  is  attended  alfo  with  great  inconveniences. 
It  is  rarely  entrufted  to  perfons  properly 
qualified  to  diredt  young  people  in  their 
ftudies  ;  it  does  not  deftroy  the  preju- 
dices of  pride,  by  confounding  different 
ranks  and  conditions  ;  and  it  leaves  no 
field  for  emulation,  one  of  the  greateft 
incentives  that  can  be  employed  to  im- 
Y  prove 
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prove  the  faculties  of  man.  Under  the 
reign  of  Adolphus- Frederic,  the  ftates 
founded  a  fchool  for  marine  cadets  at  Carl- 
fcrona  ;  but  it  was  with  great  difficulty 
that  this  inftitution  could  be  thoroughly 
eftablifhed  ;  and  even  at  prefent  it  is  not 
extenfive  enough  to  procure  any  real  and 
fenfible  advantage  to  the  country. 

The  influence  of  the  female  fex  on  the 
happinefs  of  fociety  is  very  evident,  and 
on  this  account  the  greateft  care  ought  to 
be  beftowed  on  their  education.  There  are 
few  countries,  however,  in  which  this  ef- 
fential  object  has  attained  to  that  degree 
of  perfediion  to  which  it  is  capable  of  being 
carried.  In  Sweden,  the  daughters  of  the 
peafant  and  the  artift  are  inftruded  in  pub- 
lic fchools  ;  thofe  of  a  higher  rank  are  edu- 
cated in  boarding  fchools,  or  the  parents 
engage  governefles  for  them,  and  keep  them 
at  home  under  their  own  lufpedion.  They 
are  generally  very  fond  of  having  French 
women  for  this  purpofe  ;  but  it  often  hap- 
pens that  perfons  are  chofen  who  are  very 
ill  qualified  for  the  office  they  undertake, 

and 
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and  who  poflefs  no  other  merit  than  that  of 
fpeaking  French. 

In  the  beginning  of  this  century,  go- 
vernment formed  a  refolution  of  founding 
an  academy,  in  which  young  ladies  of  qua- 
lity to  whom  fortune  had  been  unfavourable 
might  find  an  honourable  afylum,  and  re- 
ceive an  education  fuitable  to  their  birth  ; 
but  this  plan  was  foon  abandoned,  as  other 
cares  abforbed  the  zeal,  and  engaged  the  at- 
tention of  thofe  who  propofed  it.  When 
Louifa  Ulrica,  wife  of  the  prefumptive  heir 
to  the  throne,  came  to  Sweden,  fhe  wiflied 
to  give  her  new  country  a  proof  of  her  at- 
tachment. She  therefore  refumed  this  pro- 
je(5l:,  and  caufed  a  commiiîîon  to  be  ap- 
pointed for  carrying  it  into  execution,  over 
which  fhe  herfelf  prefided.  St.  Cyr  was 
taken  as  a  model,  and  it  was  agreed,  that  a 
community  of  young  ladies  fhould  be  efta- 
blifhed  at  Wadftena.  Circumftances,  how- 
ever, did  not  permit  this  plan  to  be  fol- 
lowed, and  it  was  found  neceffary  to  think 
of  another  not  fo  extenfive,  which  might 
be  attended  v.ith  lefs  expence.  In  this  view 
Y  a  a  fund 
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a  fund  was  formed  by  fubfcription,  the  in-* 
tereft  of  which  was  deftined  for  eftablifliing 
boarding  fchools,  for  a  certain  number  of 
ladies  of  quality,  to  ,be  chofen  by  lots  : 
as  a  mark  of  diftinâ:ion,  they  wear  the  cy- 
pher of  Louifa  Ulrica  fufpended  from  a 
blue  ribband.  A  houfe  has  lately  been 
opened  at  Norkceping,  in  which  fix  young 
ladies  are  educated  gratis,  and  fix  more  on 
paying  a  very  fmall  falary.  For  this  foun- 
dation Sweden  is  indebted  to  the  munifi- 
cence of  count  Charles  de  Scheffer,  and 
fome  other  generous  citizens  of  the  order  of 
the  nobility. 

Convinced  that  public  education  has  an 
influence  in  the  moft  direâ;  manner  over 
public  felicity,  government  have  eftabliflied 
a  commifliion  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of 
bringing  to  perfection  fo  important  an  ob- 
jeâ:. — This  commiffion  fits  at  Stockholm. 
There  is  alfo  in  that  capital  a  fociety  for 
the  improvement  of  education,  who  pub- 
lifh  elementary  books,  and  other  ufeful 
worksi  This  fociety  was  firil  eftablifhed  by 
Mr.  Gjcervell,  librarian  to  the  king. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.     XX. 

KATIONAL  CHARACTER,  MANNERS  AND 
CUSTOMS. 

THOUGH  Sweden  is  covered  with 
rocks,  woods,  and  mountains,  its  in- 
habitants are  mild  and  peaceable.  Theft, 
murder,  robbery,  and  atrocious  crimes,  in 
general,  are  very  uncommon  amcngft  themj 
and  even  in  war,  they  do  not  appear  to  be 
fanguinary.  Every  traveller,  who  traverfes 
their  country,  muft  pay  a  tribute  of  grati- 
tude and  efteem  to  their  attention,  difmter- 
eftednefs  and  hofpitality.  Naturally  ferions 
and  grave,  they  are  acquainted  with,  and 
cultivate  the  valuable  bonds  of  fociability. 
Under  the  moft  fimple  external  appearance, 
they  conceal  a  profound  judgment,  an  acute 
and  delicate  genius,  and  often  an  adive  and 
intrepid  fpirit.  They  long  made  a  confpi- 
cuous  figure  by  their  military  exploits,  and 

they  have  fince  proved,  that  they  are  equally 
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fit  for  the  arts  of  peace.  They  are  very 
fond  of  travelling  ;  but  at  the  fame  time, 
they  love  their  country,  never  forget  it, 
and  always  long  to  fee  it  again.  With  an 
Irrefiftible  inclination  for  liberty,  they  are 
attached  to  their  mafters,  and  majefty  is  al- 
ways certain  of  their  veneration  and  refpeâ:. 
They  fupport  poverty  with  courage  and 
patience  ;  but  riches  to  them  are  often  at- 
tended with  danger. 

There  are  fome  cantons  in  Sweden,  where 
the  manners  of  the  people  are  ftill  truly 
patriarchal,  and  difplay  the  utmoft  purity, 
innocence  and  candour.  Ye  travellers  en- 
dowed with  upright  and  feeling  hearts, 
haften  to  behold  this  interefting  fpedacle  ; 
it  is  fuperior  to  that  exhibited  by  the  won- 
ders of  art,  and  the  monuments  of  pomp 
and  luxury  !  But  delay  not  ;  corruption  al- 
ready begins  to  diffufe  abroad  her  deftruc- 
tive  breath,  and  more  than  one  trace  of  its 
baneful  influence  are  already  to  be  perceived. 
Pernicious  maxims,  a  tafte  for  frivolous  ob- 
jeâis,  and  the  ambition  of  imitating  other 
nations,  whofe  manner  of  living  is  generally 
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boafted  of,  will  infenfibly  produce  a  revo- 
lution, which  every  virtuous  citizen  muft 
lament.  The  exceffive  ufe  of  fpirituous 
liquors  is  no  lefs  dangerous  and  deftrudive 
to  good  morals  ;  the  number  of  the  places 
where  they  are  fold  increafes  every  day,  and 
fome  of  them  may  be  met  with  at  every 
ftep,  on  the  moft  frequented  roads.  Thither 
the  labourer  and  the  artift  go,  to  facrifice 
both  their  health  and  money,  to  fwallow  a 
deflrudive  poifon,  which  enervates  their 
bodies,  and  renders  them  ftupid. 

The  Swedes  are  diftingulfhed  from  other 
people  of  Europe  by  a  national  drefs, 
eftablifhed  in  1777,  with  the  laudable 
defign  of  repreffing  luxury  in  the  ar- 
ticle of  clothes.  The  men  wear  a  clofe 
coat,  very  wide  breeches,  firings  in  their 
fhoes,  a  girdle,  a  round  hat,  and  a  cloak. 
The  ufual  colour  is  black.  In  court  dreffes, 
the  cloak,  the  buttons,  the  girdle,  and  the 
fhoe  firings  are  of  a  flame  colour.  Tlie 
women  wear  a  black  robe,  with  puffed 
gauze  fleeves,  a  coloured  fafli  and  ribbands. 
Thofe  who  go  to  court,  have  their  fleeves 
of  white  gauze. 

Y  4  There 
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There  is  alfo  a  particular  uniform  for  gala 
days.  The  men  appear  in  a  blue  fatin  fuit, 
lined  with  white,  and  ornamented  with  lace; 
the  women  in  a  white  fatin  robe,  with  co« 
loured  fafhes  and  ribbands.  Two  days  of 
the  year,  the  firft  of  May,  and  Midfummer, 
are  in  Sweden  particularly  confecrated  to 
•  public  mirth  and  joy.  On  the  firft  of  May, 
large  fires,  which  feem  to  announce  that 
natural  warmth  about  to  fucceed  the  feve- 
rity  of  the  winter,  are  kindled  in  the  fields  ; 
around  thefe  people  aflemble,  while  others 
go  to  enjoy  good  cheer,  and  with  the  glafs 
in  their  hands  to  banifh  care  and  forrow. 
Midfummer  day  is  ftill  better  calculated  to 
infpire  mirth  and  feftivity  :  the  fine  feafon 
is  then  eftablifhed  ;  the  fun  every  where 
difFufes  his  vivifying  rays  ;  the  tenants  of 
the  woods,  freed  from  their  long  captivity, 
tune  their  throats  to  joy  ;  the  flocks  range 
the  fields  at  their  eafe,  to  tafte  the  juicy 
grafs;  and  man,  awakened  from  that  le- 
thargy into  which  he  has  been  funk,  to- 
gether with  all  nature,  feems  to  be  animated 
by  a  new  foul,  while  his  faculties  refume 
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their  wonted  vigour,  and  his  heart  becomes 
open  to  the  foft  impreffions  of  fenfibility. 
On  the  evening  before  this  happy  period, 
the  people  aflemble  ;  the  houfes  are  orna- 
mented with  boughs,  and  the  young  men 
and  young  women  ereâ:  a  pole,  around 
which  they  dance  till  morning.  Having 
recruited  their  ftrength  by  fome  hours  of 
repofe,  they  repair  to  church,  and  after 
imploring  the  protedion  of  the  Supreme 
Being,  they  again  give  themfelves  up  to 
frefh  effufions  of  joy,  which  undoubtedly 
are  no  lefs  agreeable  to  the  father  of  man- 
kind, than  reciting  prayers  and  hymns. 
During  thefe  two  feftivals,  the  people  dif- 
play  all  their  gaiety  by  dances  and  fongs, 
the  greater  part  of  which  are  national,  and 
partake  fomewhat  of  the  climate. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  fouthern  pro- 
vinces, endeavour  to  provide  places  of  fhel- 
ter  from  the  heat  ;  and  thofe  of  the  north, 
living  near  the  abode  of  Boreas,  employ  ail 
their  ingenuity  to  prefei've  themfelves  from 
the  cold.  This  art  is  well  known  in  Swe- 
den :  pelifTes,  cloaks,  great  coats,  and  boots 

lined 
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lined  with  furs,  are  of  excellent  fervicc. 
The  greater  part  of  the  houfes  are  of  wood  ; 
but  when  well  eonftructed,  and  kept  in  re- 
pair, they  are  warmer  than  thofe  built  of 
brick  or  ftone  :  they  likewife  contrat  lefs 
moifture,  and  are  not  fo  apt  to  retain  that 
nourilher  of  cold.  The  feams  of  the  win- 
dows are  daubed  over  with  pitch  or  cement, 
and  double  ones  are  fometimes  employed  ; 
but  thefe  are  attended  with  a  very  fenfible 
,  inconvenience  in  winter,  by  rendering  the 
apartments  too  dark.  The  ftoves  are  con- 
llruûed  in  fuch  a  manner  as  is  moft  fuita- 
ble  to  the  country  ;  the  tubes  of  them  are 
fo  twifted  as  to  make  the  heat  circulate,  and 
to  prevent  it  from  being  too  foon  diffipat-r 
ed  :  by  means  of  a  lever,  the  air  may  be 
condenfed  and  rarefied  at  pleafure.  Wood 
here  is  not  dear,  and  little  care  is  employed 
to  fave  it.  The  price  of  provifions  is  equally 
moderate  ;  but  the  cafe  is  not  the  fame  with 
labour,  and  objeds  of  luxury.  The  lower 
claffes  of  people  live  principally  upon  hard 
bread,  falted  or  dried  fifh,  and  water-gruel  ; 
beer  is  their  ordinary  beverage,  and  they 
3  can 
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can  procure  it  exceedingly  cheap.  At  the 
tables  of  the  rich  and  opulent,  there  is  al- 
ways plenty  of  meat,  and  the  repaft  is  pre- 
ceded by  a  kind  of  collation,  confifting  of 
butter,  cheefe,  fait  provifions,  and  ftrong 
liquors.  Strangers  are  aftonifhed  to  fee 
women  here  often  fwallow  large  quantities 
of  thefe  liquors,  and  with  the  fame  eafe  as 
the  men.  The  confumption  of  wine  is 
very  great  in  Sweden  ;  but  people  feldom 
drink  it  to  excefs.  The  ufe  of  tea  and 
coffee  is  every  day  extended  more  and 
more. 

One  cannot  travel  in  Sweden,  without 
being  ftruck  with  the  arrangements  which 
adminiftration  have  formed  for  the  conve- 
nience of  travelling.     They  bear  a  peculiar 
charafter  which  is  altogether  national.   The 
peafants  furnifh  horfes,  each  of  which  cofts 
four  fchellings  per  mile,  except  in  cities, 
where  people  muft  pay  fix.     At  each  poft, 
a  certain  number  of  them  is  kept  always  in 
readinefs,  and  when  thefe  are  not  fufficient, 
others  are  fought  for  in  the  neigltbourhood. 
The  perfon  who  procures  the  horfes,  pre- 
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fents  to  the  traveller  a  book,  the  leaves  of 
which  are  divided  into  feveral  columns.  In 
thefe  the  latter  inferts  the  day  and  hour  of 
his  arrival  ;  his  name  and  his  quality  -,  the 
place  from  which  he  came,  and  that  to  which 
he  is  going  ;  the  number  of  horfes  he  has 
employed,  and  the  manner  in  which  he  has 
been  ferved.  At  the  end  of  every  month 
this  book  is  tranfmitted  to  the  territorial 
judge.  The  horfes  are  fmall,  and  make 
little  {hew  ;  but  they  go  very  faft,  efpe- 
cially  in  winter.  The  fledge  may  be  faid 
to  cleave  the  air;  it  pafles  over  lakes  co- 
vered with  ice  and  fnow,  and  you  are  at 
your  journey's  end  when  you  perhaps  think 
that  you  have  only  got  half  way.  If  you 
treat  the  peafants  with  mildnefs,  you  may 
make  them  do  whatever  you  choofe  :  it  is 
only  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  capital 
that  they  are  felf-interefted  and  unruly.  It 
is  a  great  pity,  that  an  eilablifhment  fo  con- 
venient for  the  traveller,  fhould  be  hurtful 
to  agriculture. 

Such  are  the  principal  outlines  of  the  pic- 
ture exhibited  in  general,  by  the  character, 
5  manners. 
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manners,  and  cufloms  of  the  Swedes.  By 
examining  each  province  in  particular,  we 
fhall,  however,  find  various  fhades  of  a 
deeper  or  lighter  caft.  The  Scandian,  who 
cultivates  a  fertile  foil,  and  who  commonly 
poflefles  a  moderate  fhare  of  wealth,  is  fen- 
fible  of  his  happinefs,  and  imparts  it  to 
others.  The  Smolander  his  neighbour, 
placed  amidft  barren  rocks,  and  melancholy 
woods,  is  humble,  mild,  and  fubmiffive  ; 
the  fmalleft  reward  will  fatisfy  him,  and  he 
teftifies  his  gratitude  in  the  mofl  fimple  and 
affedling  manner.  The  Weftrogoth,  who 
likewife  inhabits  a  country  little  favoured 
by  nature,  is  well  acquainted  with  the  re- 
fources  of  induftry,  and  puts  them  in  prac- 
tice :  above  all,  he  underPcands  to  perfedtion 
every  kind  of  traffic.  The  Oftrogoth  has 
nothing  againft  him  but  his  name  ;  he  is 
diftinguifhed  by  his  politenefs,  his  affability, 
and  the  eafmefs  of  his  manners  ;  he  refem- 
bles  that  nature  with  which  he  is  furround- 
ed,  and  which  every  where  prefents  itfelf 
under  the  moft  pleafmg  afpeds.  The  vici- 
nity of  the  capital  gives  to  the  Sudermanian, 

and 
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and  the  Uplander,  a  double  phyfiognomy, 
the  natural  features  of  which  have  been  dif- 
figured.  The  Weftmanian  prepolTefles  by 
a  noble  figure,  a  firmnefs  and  fteadinefs  of 
charadter,  and  fimple  but  mild  manners. 
The  inhabitant  of  that  diftridt  called  Nor- 
land, is  very  tall  ;  has  an  intrepid  look  ;  and 
franknefs  and  loyalty  are  painted  in  his  ' 
countenance.  The  inhabitant  of  Finland 
is  honeft,  induftrious,  enured  to  labour,  and 
capable  of  enduring  great  hardfhips  ;  but 
he  is  reproached  with  being  ftiff  and  obfti- 
nate.  The  Laplanders,  who  live  on  the 
borders  of  Norland,  begin  to  be  civilized  ; 
but  the  reft  are  ftill  in  a  favage  ftate,  and 
acquainted  with  no  other  rule  of  conduâ; 
than  the  inftinâ:  of  nature. 

We  cannot  here  pafs  over  in  filence  that 
remarkable  tribe,  whofe  name  alone  recalls 
the  idea  of  patriotifm  and  courage.  Under 
a  rigorous  fky,  amidft  mountains  covered 
with  fnow,  daring  eight  months  of  the 
year,  the  Dalecarlians  accuftom  themfelves 
to  the  fevereft  labours,  and  fear  no  fatigue. 
Like  the  rocks  which  furround  them,  they 
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brave  every  attack  ;  proud  and  intrepid,  as 
all  mountaineers  are,  they  deteft  flavery,  re- 
fift  oppreflion  ;  and  attached  to  their  man- 
ners and  cuftoms,  they  tranfmit  them  un- 
changed from  generation  to  generation. 
Short  coats,  all  black  or  white,  a  long  beard, 
and  an  uncouth  but  nervous  dialed,  diftin- 
guifh  them  from  the  other  inhabitants  of 
Sweden.  Placed  upon  an  ungrateful  and 
barren  foil,  they  have  often  no  other  nou- 
rifhment  than  bread  compofed  of  the  coarfeil 
meal,  mixed  with  the  bark  of  trees,  gruel 
feafoned  only  with  water  and  fait,  or  dried 
filTi.  Thefe  people  emigrate,  in  great  num- 
bers, to  feek  for  a  maintenance  in  the  more 
opulent  provinces,  and  above  all  in  the  capi- 
tal :  they  are  employed  in  public  as  well  as 
in  private  works,  and  in  whatever  they  un- 
dertake, they  (liew  as  much  intelligence  as 
honefty.  Whilft  they  are  abfent  from  their 
native  country,  they  obferve  the  ftrideft 
economy  in  their  manner  of  living,  and 
endeavour  to  fave  enough  to  enable  them 
to  return,  and  to  fupply  their  wants,  which 
are  not  numerous.     Simple,  open  and  fm- 

cere. 
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cere,  the  Dalecarlians  are  not  fufficiently  on 
their  guard  againfl  fraud  and  deception  :  the 
cunning  of  fome  dexterous  adventurers  has 
often  engaged  them  in  enterprifes,  as  con- 
trary to  their  intereft  as  to  that  of  the  ftate; 
but  the  blame  cannot  fall  upon  them  ;  they 
have  never  entertained  any  criminal  inten- 
tions ;  the  only  objed  they  had  in  view  was, 
to  fupport  the  privileges  of  the  nation.  The 
moft  brilliant  period  of  their  hiftory  is,  doubt- 
lefs,  that  of  thofe  exploits  by  which  they 
fignalized  their  valour  under  the  banners  of 
Guftavus  I.  ;  they  delivered  their  fellow 
citizens  from  the  yoke  of  opprefîion,  and  at 
the  fame  time  faved  their  country. 

The  capital  of  Sweden  has  had  the  fate 
of  all  thofe  proud  cities,  to  which  the  riches 
of  Hates  are  conveyed,  and  in  which  they 
are  accumulated.  Except  fome  few  fhades, 
arifmg  from  different  degrees  of  opulence 
and  population,  Stockholm  exhibits  the  fame 
fcenes  as  other  places  of  the  like  kind. 
Here  we  may  fee  the  madnefs  of  luxury 
paffing  from  the  fuperior  to  the  inferior 
claffes  ;  a  tafte  for  pleafure  giving  birth  to  a 

diflike 
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difîike  for  labour,  and  the  performance  of 
one's  duty,  and  fedudion  facrificing  num- 
berlefs  unhappy  victims,  to  gratify  brutal, 
and   inordinate   paffions.      Here   alfo,   we 
meet  with  abundance  of  profeffed  gamblers, 
fine  gentlemen  and  fine  ladies,  good-natured 
hufbands,  and  modifh  wives  who  take  ad- 
vantage of  their  fimplicity  and  condefcen- 
fion.     The  fafhions  and  cuftoms  which  are 
imported  from  France,   always  obtain  here 
a  decided  preference  :  this,  fometimes,  pro- 
duces fmgular  effedls,  which  form  a  whim- 
fical  contrail  with  the  climate,  and  the  in- 
delible traits  of  national  character. 

Among  the  public  amufements  at  Stock- 
holm, thofe  moft  worthy  of  notice  are  the- 
atrical reprefentations.  The  opera  here  has 
attained  to  a  degree  of  perfeâiion  which 
aftonilhes  flrangers.  Original  pieces  are 
fometimes  performed  ;  the  reft  are  tranllated 
from  the  French  :  but  the  preference  is  al- 
ways given  to  thofe  which  have  mufic  of 
Gluck's  compofition.  The  theatre,  called 
the  dramatic^  is  dellined  for  plays,  and  the 
higher  fpecies  of  comedy  :  that  called  the 
Z  co7nic 
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comic  is  fet  apart  for  pieces  of  a  lefs  ferious 
nature,  and  for  farces  ;  but  though  both  thefe 
theatres  have  made  confiderable  progrefs, 
they  have  ftill  need  of  improvement.  The 
French  comedy  was  formerly  referved  for 
the  court  ;  but  of  late  years,  it  has  been  open 
to  the  public.  A  tafte  for  the  drama  has 
been  difFufed  from  the  capital  into  the  pro- 
vinces: theatres  are  eftabliflied  at  Gotten- 
burg,  Norkœping,  Carlfcrona,  Obo,  and  Fah- 
lun  ;  and  we  are  affured,  that  the  managers 
derive  great  profits  from  them. 

Government  have  eftablifhed  at  Stock- 
holm, a  tribunal  of  police,  on  the  plan  of 
that  at  Paris  :  it  is  much  refpeded,  and  has 
at  its  head  the  governor  of  the  city.  Watch- 
men are  diftributed  in  all  the  quarters  of 
the  capital,  who  go  the  rounds  in  winter 
from  nine,  and  in  fummer  from  ten  in  the 
evening,  till  four  in  the  morning.  They 
call  out  the  hours  ;  and  during  the  whole 
night,  all  the  ftreets  refound  with  the  fol- 
lowing words  :  May  the  goody  and  all-power  - 
ful  arm  of  God^  prefcrvc  our  city  from  fire 
and  fiâmes  I  The  hours  are  announced  alfo, 

from 
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from  the  tops  of  towers,  by  an  inflrument, 
the  melancholy  founds  of  which  are  not 
very  agreeable  to  thofe  who  cannot  enjoy 
fleep.  Prudent  arrangements  prevent  here 
the  ravages  occafioned  by  fires,  and  they 
will  be  ftill  lefs  dreaded  when  wooden  houfes 
have  entirely  difappeared.  An  order  has 
been  ifTued  by  government,  forbidding  any 
new  ones  to  be  erected,  or  the  old  to  be 
repaired.  The  infurance  office  againft  fires 
has  gained  the  confidence  of  the  public,  and 
the  provincial  cities,  as  well  as  the  capital, 
may  partake  of  the  advantages  arifing  from 
this  inftitution.  The  ftreets  of  Stockholm 
are  lighted  during  the  winter  nights,  and 
fome  other  cities  have  followed  the  exam- 
ple of  the  capital.  For  this  purpofe  lan- 
terns are  affixed  to  the  houfes,  or  placed 
upon  polls  ;  but  thefe  luminaries  affi^rd 
only  a  feeble  and  uncertain  light.  Though 
the  ftreets  of  Stockholm  are  broad  and  fpa- 
cious,  it  is  much  to  be  wilhed,  for  the  fake 
of  thofe  who  walk,  that  they  had  foot-paths 
and  were  better  paved.  The  public  walk 
called  the  king's  garden  might  be  made 
much  more  extenfive. 

Z  2  CHAP. 


340  A     GENERAL    VIEW 


CHAP.     XXI. 


LANGUAGE. 


TH  E  language  fpoken  by  the  Swedes 
is  little  cultivated  in  other  countries  ; 
but  it  deferves  to  be  better  known.     It  is 
eharaaierifed    by    force    and  energy  ;    and 
though  it  has  not  that  foftnefs  and  flexibi- 
lity which  are  found   in  fome  other  lan- 
guages, they  are  not,  however,  incompatible 
with  its  genius.    This  idiom^  as  well  as  the 
German,  the  Englifh,  and  the  Danifh,  is 
formed  from  that  of  the  Celts,  of  whom 
the  Scandinavians  were  defcendants.    When 
the  inhabitants  of  the  North  were  divided 
into  feveral  diflferent  nations,  each  having 
its  own  mafter,  laws,  and  cuftoms,  it  af- 
fumed  a  peculiar    and    diftinâ:    charadter  ; 
but  this  charader  was  changed,  during  the 
union  of  Calmar,  and   afterwards,  during 
thofe  wars  which  Sweden  had  to  fupport  in 

Germany. 


OF    SWEDEN.  241 

Germany.  The  facility  of  confounding 
the  German  and  Danifh  with  their  own. 
language  having  mifled  the  natives  of  Swe- 
den, they  adopted,  without  being  fenfible 
of  it,  a  great  number  of  expreffions  and 
phrafes,  ufed  both  in  Denmark  and  in  Ger- 
many. 

About  the  middle  of  this  century,  John 
Ihre,  profeflbr  of  belles  lettres  at  Upfal, 
was  commiffioned  by  q^ueen  Ulrica  Eleo- 
nora  to  tranflate  into  Swediili  the  Ladies 
Library,  by  Sir  Richard  Steele.  This  labour 
giving  the  learned  profeifor  an  opportu- 
nity of  making  refearches  into  the  language 
of  his  country,  he  publifhed  a  Giojfarium 
Sueo-Gothiciim,  a  mafter-piece  of  criticifm 
and  erudition,  in  which  the  author  difplays, 
with  uncommon  fagacity,  the  analogy  and 
etymology  of  that  language  which  he 
wifhes  to  make  known.  Other  writers  have 
fmce  employed  their  talents  on  the  fame 
fubje<fl  :  they  have  eftabliQied  rules,  fixed 
the  orthography,  at  lead  in  a  certain  degree, 
and  freed  the  Swediih  from  a  number  of 
foreign  phrafes,  and  modes  of  expreffion, 
Z    3  which 
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which  corrupted  its  purity  and  originality. 
Happy  geniufles,  guided  by  the  lamp  of 
tafte,  have  produced  works  which  are  dif- 
tinguifhed  by  the  elegance  and  corre<5tnefs 
of  their  ftyle.  The  principal  objeâ:  of  the 
Swedifh  academy,  lately  founded,  is  to  im- 
prove the  language  :  it  intends  to  publifh  a 
diâ:ionary  and  a  grammar. 

There  are  in  Sweden,  as  in  all  other 
countries,  a  variety  of  dialects  :  that  of 
Scandia  has  fuch  a  near  affinity  to  the 
Danifh,  as  fufficiently  Ihews  that  province 
to  have  been  long  fubjeâ:  to  Denmark  i 
that  of  Dalecarlia  differs  widely  from  the 
Swedifh,  properly  fo  called  ;  it  is  a  particu- 
lar dialeâ:,  which  has  preferved  the  energy 
and  rudenefs  peculiar  to  the  ancient  Go- 
thic. It  is  even  pretended,  that,  in  the 
moft  remote  diflriâ:s  of  Dalecarlia,  the  in» 
habitants  flill  make  ufe  of  the  Runic  cha- 
raders. 

The  Fins  and  the  Laplanders  have  each 
a  particular  language  :  that  ufed  by  the  for- 
mer has,  according  to  the  opinion  of  fome 
Swedifh  literati,  a  great  affinity  with  the 

Greek  ; 
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Greek  ;  others  make  it  to  be  derived  from 
the  Hebrew.  There  is  a  great  fimilarity 
between  the  language  of  Finland  and  that 
of  Lapland,  Ihre  pretends  that  thefe  two 
languages,  originally  very  little  different, 
were  prevalent  in  Scandinavia  before  the 
arrival  of  Oden  and  the  Goths.  This  afler- 
tion  he  fupports  by  the  teflimony  of  feveral 
Iflandic  hiftorians  ;  and  he  befides  quotes 
fome  words,  ftill  preferved  in  the  Swedifh 
language,  the  origin  of  which  cannot  be 
found  but  in  thofe  of  Finland  and  Lapland. 
A  Finland  bifhop,  named  Jullenius,  has 
favoured  the  literary  world  with  a  Fin- 
landic  and  Latin  Didionarv  ;  and  Mr, 
Œhrling,  a  native  of  Lapland,  has  lately 
publifhed  one,  Laplandic,  Swediih,  and  La- 
tin, accompanied  with  the  Laplandic  Gram- 
mar of  Mr.  Lindahl.  To  thefe  two  works 
is  prefixed  a  very  curious  preface,  written 
by  John  Ihre  a  little  before  his  death,  which 
happened  in  1780.  This  learned  man  had 
made  himfelf  known  before  by  feveral  pro- 
ductions which  difplayed  great  erudition, 
found  criticifm,  and  fine  tafte  :  his  Glofiary, 
Z  4  and 
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and  refearches  refpedling  the  tranflation  of 
the  Bible  by  Ulphilas,  procured  him  the 
mo9i  flattering  applaufes  both  in  Sweden 
and  in  foreign  countries.  Ihre  was  born 
at  Lund,  in  Scandia,  in  the  year  1707, 
Having  diftinguifhed  himfelf  by  his  abi- 
lities, he  was  'appointed  fecretary  to  the 
Royal  Academy  of  Sciences  and  Belles  Let- 
tres at  Upfal  ;  and  in  1738,  he  obtained 
the  profefTor's  chair  for  politics  and  elo- 
quence, founded  by  the  fenator  Skytte  in 
the  beginning  of  the  laft  century.  The 
new  profeflbr  fupported  the  reputation  of 
this  chair,  which  had  been  filled  by  Freinihe- 
mius  and  SchefFer,  and  his  audience  was  nq 
lefs  numerous  and  brilliant  than  thofe  of  Lin- 
naeus and  Wallerius,  who  taught  at  the  fame 
time,  the  one  natural  hiftory,  and  the  other 
chemiftry.  In  his  ledures  Ihre  did  not  fol- 
low that  tedious  and  pedantic  courfe  which, 
while  it  facilitates  the  labour  of  the  mafter, 
retards  the  progrefs  of  the  fcholar  :  his  me- 
thod was  clear  and  philofophical,  and  his 
lively  and  affable  difpofition,  added  to  a 
happy  memory,  enriched  with  a  variety  of 

pleafing 
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pleafing  anecdotes,  gave  his  leflbns  certaiu 
charms,  which  captivated  his  pupils,  and 
engaged  their  attention.  Directed  by  found 
tafte,  and  being  thoroughly  acquainted  with 
ancient  literature,  he  opened  to  young  peo* 
pie  thofe  valuable  treafures  from  which  ge- 
nius acquires  fo  much  improvement.  As 
a  reward  for  his  labours,  Ihre  received  from 
government  the  title  of  counfellor  of  the 
chancery,  a  patent  of  nobility,  and  the  or- 
der of  the  polar  ftar.  The  man  of  letters 
has,  perhaps,  no  need  of  thefe  diftindions, 
which  are  foreign  to  his  condition,  and 
which  have  no  analogy  whatever  with 
his  kind  of  merit.  The  internal  applaufe 
of  a  mind  that  can  rife  fuperior  to  vulgar 
prejudices  ;  the  efteem  of  thofe  who  are 
competent  judges,  and  the  glory  of  en- 
lightening and  inftruding  mankind,  ought 
to  be  fufEcient  :  but  if  a  wife  and  generous 
adminiftration  wiflies  to  difcover  any  other 
means  of  encouraging  talents,  let  it  pro- 
cure to  thofe  whom  nature  hath  endowed 
with  them,  fuch  a  fituation  as   may  pre- 

ferve 
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ferve  them  from  that  want  which  often  de- 
grades the  moft  refpedable  charaders,  and 
checks  the  efforts  of  the  moft  briUiant 
genuis. 


CHAP. 
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X:  H  A  P.     XXII. 

ARTS    AND    SCIENCES. 

WHEN  an  unexpected  revolution 
diflipated  the  clouds  of  ignorance 
in  the  fouthern  parts  of  Europe,  Sweden 
ftill  felt  the  fatal  efFeds  of  the  union  of 
Calmar.  The  kingdom  was  a  prey,  at  that 
period,  to  every  evil  that  can  arife  from  ty- 
ranny and  oppreffion. 

The  Danifh  yoke  was,  however,  at  length 
broken,  and  Chriftiern,  for  the  inftru6tion 
of  thofe  deteftable  tyrants  who  tread  under 
foot  the  laws  of  juftice,  and  whofe  rod  of 
iron  crufhes  humanity,  made  a  kind  of 
atonement  for  his  Ihocking  crimes  by 
ihame  and  remorfe.  Guftavus  I.  fwayed 
the  Swedifh  fceptre  ;  but  this  monarch  was 
not  able  to  forward  the  progrefs  of  the  arts 
and  the  fciences  with  fufficient  energy,  as 
his  attention  was  engaged  with  objeds  of 

much 
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much  greater  importance.  He  rebuilt  cities 
deftroyed  by  fire,  relieved  poor  peafants 
opprefTed  by  tax-gatherers,  and  encouraged 
agriculture,  induftry,  and  commerce.  Guf- 
tavus  Adolphus,  who  mounted  the  throne 
in  the  fucceeding  century,  has  been  repre- 
fented  by  refpeâ:able  writers  as  repelling 
the  Mufcovites  and  the  Poles,  humbling  the 
pride  of  the  Gscfars,  and  avenging  the  vic- 
tims of  fanaticifm  ;  but  a  vaft  field  flill  re- 
mains for  thofe  who  may  wifh  to  celebrate 
his  pacific  virtues.  Pofleffing  as  much  wif- 
dom  as  heroifm,  he  repaired,  by  his  bene- 
volent adminiftration,  the  misfortunes  at- 
tendant on  war  ;  and  he  encouraged  litera- 
ture, which  he  was  fond  of,  and  cultivated 
himfelf.  His  expedition  into  Germany, 
and  the  clofe  alliance  which  it  gave  rife  to 
between  Sweden  and  France,  produced  in 
the  charadier  and  manners  of  the  Swedes 
a  revolution  favourable  to  the  progrefs  of 
the  arts. 

Chriftina  confidered  her  fubjedls  as  unfit 
for  mental  labours  ;  and  though  the  learned 
foreigners  whom  flie  invited  to  her  court 

might 
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might  have  incited  the  emulation  of  the  na- 
ti^'cs,  the  conduâ:  of  this  princefs  had  but 
a  very  indireâ:  influence  upon  the  progrefs 
of  literature  and  the  arts.  Charles  X. 
fought  only  the  glory  of  arms  ;  but  his 
reign  was  fhort  :  that  of  Charles  XI.  longer 
and  more  peaceful,  favoured  the  efforts 
which  the  nation  had  for  fome  time  been 
making  to  become  acquainted  with  thefe 
important  objects.  The  din  of  arms,  how- 
ever, again  arofe,  and  Charles  XII.  revived 
that  warlike  ardour  which  had  always  clia- 
radterifed  the  Swedes,  but  which  was  then 
beginning  to  cool. 

Peace  being  reftored  to  the  kingdom,, 
after  a  war  of  twenty-one  years,  martial 
enthufiafm  gave  place  to  milder  inclina- 
tions; and  thofe  labours  which,  by  difpelling 
ignorance,  banifliing  prejudice,  and  foften- 
ing  the  manners,  diffufe  a  falutary  influence 
over  the  objeds  that  appear  to  have  little 
connection  with  them,  were  not  forgotten. 
The  mufes  eftablillied  themfelves  in  Swe- 
den, under  the  wings  of  civil,  political,  and 
religious  liberty,  and  the  throne  confidered 

it 
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it  as  a  glory  to  proted  them.  Louifa  UI- 
rka,  knowing  the  value  of  letters,  honoured 
thofe  who  cultivated  them  with  her  efteem 
and  friendfhip.  Guftavus  III.  has  followed 
the  fteps  of  his  augufh  mother. 

In  the  preceding  century  the  fciences, 
properly  fo  called,  had  already  engaged  the 
attention  of  the  Swedes  ;  but  it  is,  above 
all,  fmce  the  beginning  of  the  prefent,  that 
they  have  diftinguillied  themfelves  in  that 
career.  Linnseus  produced  a  revolution  in 
natural  hlftory,  the  fyftem  of  which  has 
been  improved  and  extended  by  Solan- 
der,  Jonas  Bergius,  Thunberg,  and  Sparr- 
man  ;  Wallerius,  Bergman,  Scheele,  and 
Wilke,  have  thrown  new  lights  upon  expe- 
rimental philofophy,  chemiflry,  and  minera- 
ralogy;  Polhem,  Klingenftierna,  Celfius, 
Stroemer,  and  Wargentin,  have  made  very 
important  difcoveries  in  the  mathematics, 
both  pure  and  pradical  ;  and  Benedi6l  Ber- 
gius, Kryger,  and  Fifcherflrœm,  have,  with 
great  fuccefs,  applied  the  principles  of  the 
natural  and  exaâ;  fciences  to  agriculture, 
commerce,  and  indultry.  Nature  has  en- 
dowed 
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dowed  the  Swedes  with  a  found  judgment, 
good  fenfe,  and  that  patience  which  is  requi- 
fite  for  making  obfervations.  Befides,the  zeal 
which  they  fhewed  for  the  public  welfare 
on  the  death  of  Charles  XII.  a  period  when 
the  face  of  the  country  was  changed,  and  a 
new  order  of  things  arofe,  made  them  con- 
fider  the  fciences  under  a  very  engaging 
point  of  view  ;  they  faw  the   connection 
which   they   had   with  many  branches  of 
public  economy,  and  a  defire  of  inveftigat- 
ing  the  myfleries  of  them  arofe  in  their 
minds,  with  that  of  contributing  to  the  pro- 
fperity  of  the  ftates. 

It  is  of  the  utmoft  importance  to  every 
enlightened  nation  to  have  annals,  in  which 
the  revolutions  it  has  experienced,  the  ex- 
ploits and    manners    of   its  anceftors,  and 
'the  labours  and  virtues  of  the  illuftrious 
men  it  has  produced,  may  be  configned  to  re- 
membrance by  able  and  faithful  hands.    As 
foon  as  knowledge  was  diffufed  through- 
out   Sweden,    the    Swedes    turned    their 
thoughts  towards  national  hiftory  ;  but  at 
firft  with  very  little  fuccefs.      Under  the 

reign 


352  A    GENERAL    VIEW 

reign  of  Charles  XI.  large  volumes  were 
compiled,  and  Rudbeck,  Werelius,  and  Pe- 
ringfchœld  collected  immenfe  quantities  of 
materials.     It  was,  however,   neceflary  to 
unravel  this  confufed  mafs,  and  to  give  ani- 
mation to  a  body  deftitute  of  life  :  Benze- 
lius  and  Wilde  undertook  this  labour,  and 
their  hiftorical  produâ:ions,  written  princi- 
pally in  Latin,  are  clear,  methodical,  and 
accurate  :  they  each  form  a  whole,  the  de- 
tails of  which  are  conneâ:ed  with  one  ano- 
ther.    Soon  after,  Dalin  purfued  the  fame 
career,  the   ftates  having   made  choice    of 
him  to  write  the  hiftory  of  the  kingdom 
in  Swedifh  :  the  firft  part  of  his  work  ap- 
peared in  1747,  and  he  afterwards  conti- 
nued it,  and  brought  it  down  to  the  reiga 
of  Charles  IX.    This  hiftorian  has  been  re- 
proached with  want  of  accuracy  in  certain 
points;    and    his    chronology,    which    he 
founds  on  the  hypothefis  of  the  infenfiblc 
decreafe  of  the  waters  of  the  Baltic,    has 
been  criticifed  ;    but  due  juftice  has  been 
rendered  to  his  manner  and  tafte.     Dalin, 
indeed,  wrote  well  ;  he  conneds  fads  pro- 
6  f  erly  ; 
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pGrly  ;  traces  back  events  to  their  original 
caufes  ;  and  his  ftyle  is  always  pure,  eafy, 
and  flowing.  To  his  work  he  has  prefixed 
a  view  of  the  manners  and  cuftoms  pecu- 
liar to  the  ancient  Scandinavians  :  this  piece 
abounds  with  information,  and  difplays  the 
hand  of  a  mailer.  Mr.  Botin  has  publiflied 
an  EJfûy  on  the  Szvedifh  Hijiory^  which  is 
diftinguifhed  as  much  by  order  and  me- 
thod, as  by  the  information  it  contains.  It 
abounds  with  profound  obfervations,  well- 
drawn  charaâ:ers,  and  (Iriklng  reflétions; 
the  fl:yle  of  it  is  elegant,  rapid,  and  flowery; 
no  work  can  be  read  in  Swcdiih  profe  more 
agreeable  :  but  the  author  brings  down  his 
narrative  only  to  the  end  of  the  union  of  Cal- 
mar; and  it  does  not  appear  that  he  intends  to 
carry  his  labour^  farther.  We  have  feveral 
volumes  of  a  large  hifl;ory  of  Sweden  by  La- 
gerbrlng,  who  pofleflx^d  a  confiderable  fliare 
of  criticifm  and  erudition  ;  but  his  method 
is  bad,  his  ftyle  prolix,  and  he  is  often  too 
tedious  in  his  details.  Like  Mr.  Botin,  he 
has  ftopped  at  the  end  of  the  unfortunate 
period  of  the  union  of  Calmar. 
4  A  a  Befides 
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Befides  thefe  general  hiftories,  there  are 
alfo  particular  ones.  Some  laborious  com- 
pilers have  publifhed  ecclefiaflical  and  lite- 
rary annals  ;  and  others  have  collected  me- 
moirs and  anecdotes,  from  which  an  hifto- 
rian,  guided  by  philofophy  and  tafte,  might 
derive  much  benefit.  The  hiftory  of  Guf- 
tavus  I.  and  that  of  Eric  XIV.  by  Celfms, 
bifhop  of  Lund,  are  inftru(Stive  and  inte- 
refting  pieces,  w^hich  will  be  read  with  great 
pleafure.  A  hiftory  of  Guftavus  Adolphus 
by  Mr.  Hallenberg,  who  is  employed  on 
that  work  by  order  of  the  king,  will  foon 
make  its  appearance.  It  is  rather  aftonifliing, 
that  the  pen  of  no  Swedifh  writer  has  as  yet 
been  engaged  in  tracing  out  the  life  of  Ox- 
cnftierna,  who  undoubtedly  is  a  charader 
worthy  of  attention.  The  hiftory  of  other 
nations  has  hitherto  given  very  little  em- 
ployment to  the  literati  of  Sweden  ;  we 
can  mention  nothing  of  this  kind,  but  an 
Univerfal  Hi/lory^  Jince  the  time  of  Charles  V» 
ly  Mr,  Hallenberg. 

If  the  Swedes  have  paid  attention  to  the 
hiftory  of  their  own  country,  they  have  not 

negleded 
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negledled  the  geography  of  it.  Ancient  and 
Modern  Siveden  is  to  be  found  in  all  large 
libraries.  This  work  is  a  collection  of  en- 
gravings, which  reprefent  the  cities,  har- 
bours, caftles,  gardens,  remarkable  profpeCts, 
antiquities  of  Sweden,  and  every  thing  ne- 
ceflary  to  convey  a  jufl  idea  of  that  king- 
dom, under  the  double  point  of  view  men- 
tioned in  the  title.  It  cannot,  however, 
ferve  as  a  guide  at  prefent  ;  for  fmce  the  pe- 
riod of  its  being  publifhed,  Sweden  has  ex- 
perienced very  confiderable  changes.  Count 
Dalberg,  as  zealous  a  patriot  as  an  able  gene- 
ral, gave  the  firfl  idea  of  this  undertaking  ; 
and  he  himfelf  furnifhed  feveral  of  the  draw- 
ings. Charles  XI.  and  Charles  XII.  both  fa- 
voured a  publication  calculated  to  advance 
the  glory  of  the  country  over  which  they  pre- 
fided.  Thefe  engravings  were  to  be  accom- 
panied with  hiftorical  and  geographical  de- 
fcriptions  ;  and  this  labour,  which  would 
have  been  highly  interefting  to  foreigners, 
as  well  as  to  natives,  was  begun  ;  but  ow- 
ing to  fome  difcouragement  which  the  au- 
thors met  with,  the  work  was  nerer  finifhed, 
A  a  2  The 
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The  firft  map  of  the  kingdom  was.  pub- 
lifhed,  by  order  of  Guftavus  Adolphus,  in 
1 640.  Since  that  period  the  furveying  of- 
fice has  favoured  the  public  with  feveral  ge- 
neral and  particular  maps,  which  are  cor- 
red:,  and  neatly  executed.  Vexionius,  enno- 
bled under  the  name  of  Gyllenflolpe,  wrote 
in  the  laft  century  a  defcription  of  Sweden 
in  Latin.  The  geography  of  that  kingdom 
publifhed  in  Swedifh  by  Tuneld,  a  fixth 
edition  of  which  is  now  ready  for  the  prefs, 
is  very  much  efteemed. 

There  is  not  a  province  of  Sweden  which 
has  not  been  defcribed.  Very  ample  de- 
fcriptions  have  been  given  likewife  of  all 
the  principal  cities  :  a  clergyman  has  pub- 
lifhed a  whole  volume  upon  one  parifh. 
Thofe  whofe  curiofity  niay  lead  them  to 
purfue  this  fubjeâ:  will  find  a  very  particu- 
lar and  accurate  account  of  all  the  pro- 
ductions, both  Swedifh  and  foreign,  refpeâ:- 
ing  the  geography  and  hiftory  of  Sweden, 
in  a  work,  entitled,  Blblioiheca  Hi/iorico-Sueo^ 
Gothica,  written  by  the  late  Mr.  Warmholz, 
o«  the  plan  of  what  Father  le  Long  has 

done 
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donc  in  the  fame  way.  Some  volumes  of 
it  have  aheady  appeared,  for  which  the  pub- 
lic are  indebted  to  Mr.  Gjcervell,  Hbrarian 
to  the  king.  This  learned  man  has  ac- 
quired confiderable  reputation,  which  he 
deferves  above  all  as  a  journalift.  He  is 
the  firft  perfon  who  in  Sweden  publiihed 
journals  and  gazettes,  which  are,  indeed,  of 
real  utility  to  national  literature  ;  others  fol- 
lowed his  example,  and  in  this  country  the 
defcendants  of  Dionyfius  Salo  *  form  a  very 
numerous  tribe. 

Some  very  eloquent  fpeeches  have  been 
delivered  in  the  Swedifh  Diets,  and  in  the 
Academy  of  Sciences.  The  eulogium  on 
count  de  Teffin,  by  count  de  Hœpken,  is 
a  mafter-piece  of  precifion,  energy,  and 
ftrength  :  it  procured  the  author  the  glo- 
rious appellation  of  the  Swedifh  Tacitus. 
The  eulogium  on  Birger-Jarl,  and  that  of 
Gyllenhielm,  which  both  gained  prizes  from 
the  Academy  of  Sciences,  difplay  true  tafte 

*  The  firft    perfon  who  publifhed  a  literary  journal   in 
France,  under  the  title  of  Journal  des  Sçavans.     T. 

A  a  3  and 
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and   eloquence  :   they  were  written    by  a 
young  ecclefiaftic  named  Lehnberg. 

T  hough  almoft  every  fpecies  of  literature 
has  been  cultivated  under  the  fixtieth  de- 
gree of  northern  latitude^  it  was  found  very 
difficult  to  familiarife  the  Mufes  with  the 
Swedifh  idiom.  France  already  pofTefTed 
the  mafter  pieces  of  a  Corneille,  a  Racine, 
and  a  Boileau,  when  Sweden  could  boaft 
only  of  a  Ronfard,  a  Defportes,  or  a  Théo- 
phile. About  the  middle  of  this  century, 
however,  it  faw  the  reign  of  tafte  eftablifhed 
in  its  bofom  ;  and  fmce  that  period  it  has 
had  poets,  whofe  productions  do  great  ho- 
nour to  their  country  :  Dalin,  the  father  of 
poetry  in  Sweden,  has  written  a  poem,  en- 
titled Swcdijh  Liberty  y  a  tragedy,  odes,  and 
a  great  number  of  fugitive  pieces.  In  his 
poem  on  Swedifli  liberty,  confifting  of  four 
cantos,  he  celebrates  that  remarkable  revo- 
lution which  changed  the  conftitution  of 
Sweden,  after  the  death  of  Charles  XII. 

The  plan  of  this  poem  is  as  follows  :  On 
the  death  of  Charles,  Ulrica  Eleonora,  who 
fucceeded  him,  aflumes  the  reins  of  govern- 
ment; 
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ment  ;  and  while  fhe  is  engaged  in  repairing 
the  misfortunes  of  the  kingdom,  Liberty 
defcends  from  heaven,  and  recommends 
her  nterefts,  which  had  been  forgotten  and 
negleded  by  Charles  XT,  and  Charles  XII. 
The  queen  having  begged  the  goddefs  to 
give  an  account  of  the  fate  which  fhe  had 
experienced  in  Sweden,  Liberty,  in  order 
to  inftru£l  Ulrica  by  the  hiftory  of  her 
predeceflbrs,  traces  out  a  picture  of  the  re- 
volutions of  that  kingdom,  from  its  origin 
to  the  reign  of  the  monarch  who  had  lately 
expired.  After  liftening  to  the  difcourfe  of  the 
goddefs,  the  queen  pays  her  a  tribute  of  re- 
fpeft,  and  condudls  her  towards  the  throne, 
on  which,  at  the  fame  time,  fhe  places  her 
hufband  Frederic,  upon  condition  that  he 
would  proteâ:  Liberty.  The  new  monarch 
having  promifed  to  comply  with  the  wiflies 
of  his  royal  confort,  fhouts  of  joy  refound 
from  all  quarters.  While  Ulrica  Eleonora  is 
funk  in  deep  fleep,  fhe  dreams  that  Ihe  is 
on  the  top  of  a  mountain,  from  w^hich  fhe 
beholds,  on  the  one  fide,  a  happy  and  con- 
tented people  near  the  banks  of  the  Mœlar, 
A  a  4  eftablifhing 
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eftabliiliing  laws,  and  regulating,  by  them- 
felves,  their  labour  and  repofe  ;  but  on  the 
other  fide,  a  people  become  a  prey  to  difcord, 
and  hurried  by  an  evil  genius  into  an  abyfs 
of  misfortunes.  When  the  queen  awakes, 
fhe  calls  Liberty,  whom  fhe  ftill  obferves 
near  her,  and  making  Sweden  alfo  appear 
•before  her  throne,  fhe  addreffes  them  both, 
and  tells  them  the  fubjed:  of  her  dream, 
and  what  terror  it  had  excited  in  her  mind. 
The  goddefs  then  explains  thofe  principles 
which  ferve  as  a  bafis  to  her  empire,  and 
advifes  Sweden  to  fupport  them,  if  fhe 
wifhes  to  enjoy  peace  and  profperity.  Ul^ 
rica  applauds  this  difcourfe,  and  having  of- 
fered up  vows  for  the  happincfs  of  her 
country,  is  immediately  furroundcd  by  a  ce^ 
leflial  brightnefs,  and  in  a  fhining  cloud 
raifed  towards  the  heavens. 

Such  is  the  plan  of  Dalin's  poem.  It  may 
be  readily  perceived,  that  he  has  erred  in 
more  than  one  refped:  ;  but  he  makes 
amends  for  his  faults  by  fome  very  happy 
details.  The  poet  reprefents  the  death  of 
Charles  XII.  and  the  unhappy  confequences 

of 
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of  that  fatal  event  in  the  foUownig  words  : 

"  The  illuftrious  Charles  is  no  more  :  but 

"  the   earth  ftill  trembles  with  that  terror 

"  which  the  thunder  and  lightning  difFufed 

"  over  it.  The  North  is  veiled  by  a  gloomy 

*'  cloud  3  that  nation,  which  five  powers  had 

*'  not  been  able  to  fhake,  received  from  a 

**  paltry  piece  of  lead  a  mortal  blow  ;  fhe  is 

**  opprefled  by  grief,  and  drops  the  bloody 

"  fteel,   fmce   the  hero   is  no   more,  who 

**  in    every    clime    was    alone    worth    an 

**  army.    The  ancient  courage  of  the  Goth 

"  is  brought  low  with  the  unfortunate  mo- 

*'  narch,    and    is   frozen   with    his    blood. 

**  The  chief  flops  in  conflernation,  the  fol- 

*'  idier  fends  forth  cries  of  forrow,  and  an 

"  hundred  heroes  water  with  their  tears  the 

'*  fpot  where  their  leader  expired.    By  this 

"  difmal  misfortune  a  valiant  army  vanifhed, 

**  as  if  all  the  Swedes  had  periihed  at  Fre- 

*'  dericfhall.    The  enemy,  who  before  fled 

"  full  of  terror,  now  refumes  courage  ;  the 

*'  Mufcovite  eagles  hover  over  our  fhores  ; 

■^  and  the  infolent  CofTack,  though  his  arm 

*'  flill  trembles,  now  ventures  to  carry  flames 

^'  to  the  ramparts  of  Sweden."    In  another 

place 
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place  the  poet  thus  traces  out  the  portrait  of 
Guftavus  I.  "  The  lateft  poflerity  will  cele- 
**  brate  the  greatnefs  of  Guftavus.  Swedifli 
*'  courage,  before  concealed  in  dark  caves, 
*'  and  gloomy  forefts,  nowr  raifes  its  voice, 
*'  and  appears  in  open  day.  A  fugitive  him- 
"  felf,  but  undaunted  even  in  the  midft  of 
'*  danger,  the  hero  breaks  the  tyrannical 
"  chains  of  Chriftiern.  He  mourns  for  the 
*'  death  of  a  venerable  father  ;  and  the  tears 
*'  of  Guftavus  are  mingled  with  thofe  of  his 
*'  fellov^'- citizens.  In  vain  does  he  feek  for 
**  the  council  of  his  country — the  ftrength 
"  and  the  nobleft  blood  of  Sweden.  But  if 
"  every  thing  elfe  fail  him,  his  courage  ftill 
*'  remains;  he  will  find  means  to  avenge  his 
"  nation.  A  hidden  fpring  ifTues  with  diffi- 
"  culty  from  the  caverns  of  the  earth;  as  it 
*'  advances  it  finds  new  obftacles  ;  but  foon, 
"  fwelled  by  auxiliary  ftreams,  it  purfues  its 
*'  courfe  with  rapidity,  waters  the  plains,  and 
"  becomes  capable  of  fuftaining  large  veflels  : 
"  Thus  Guftavus  opened  to  himfelf  a  path 
*'  to  glory. — A  handful  of  combatants  dared 
"  to  appear  in  the  field  of  battle  ;  but  they 
"  were  infpired  by  valour — Guftavus  pro- 

"  ceeded 
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"  ceeded  quickly  towards  his  objeâ:;  and  he 
*'  at  length  banifhed  from  Sweden  thofe  ty- 
**  rants  who  enflaved  it.  As  the  bright  lu- 
*'  minary  of  day,  when  a  thick  veil  obfcures 
"  the  vault  of  heaven,  pierces  the  clouds,  dif- 
"  plays  himfelf  to  the  defponding  world, 
"  comforts  and  revives  it  ;  fo  the  Swedifli 
"  hero  made  his  courage  fliine  in  the  bofom 
*'  of  that  darknefs  which  enveloped  his 
"  country — He  brought  back  its  wonted 
*'  fplendour,  and  by  the  afcendancy  of  his 
*'  genius  Sweden  became  the  abode  of  li- 
•'  berty,  and  of  virtue." 

Dalin  has  had  a  great  many  fucceflbrs, 
fome  of  whom  have  made  no  inconfiderable 
figure  in  this  fpecies  of  writing.  The  poem 
of  count  de  Creutz,  entitled,  Âiis  and  Ca^ 
mi/la,  is  highly  efteemed  in  Sweden  :  it  de- 
fcribes  the  amours  of  two  young  lovers, 
who  lived  in  the  Arcadian  plains,  and  its 
principal  beauties  confift  in  the  harmony  cf 
the  verle,  a  happy  choice  of  images,  and 
purity  of  didion  preferved  throughout  the 
whole.  The  odes,  epiftles,  pallorals,  and 
fatires  of  count  de  Gyllenborg  are  chara£le- 
6  rized 
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rized  by  a  philofophy,  which  is  in  turns 
mild  and  ftrong.  This  poet  has  been  lefs 
fuccefsful  in  his  tragedies,  and  in  his  epic 
poem,  where  he  celebrates  the  famous  paf- 
fage  of  the  Belt,  which  rendered  Charles 
Guftavus  mafter  of  the  greater  part  of 
Denmark.  Madame  de  Nordenflycht  is 
tender,  plaintive,  and  fometimes  languifh- 
ing  :  wc  have  by  this  northern  Sappho 
odes,  elegies,  epillles,  idylls,  and  an  apo- 
logy for  the  fair  fex,  direcSted  againft  Jean- 
Jaques-RoufTeau.  Count  Oxenftierna,  whofe 
name  alone  commands  refped:,  publifhed 
fome  pieces  which  do  great  honour  to  his 
genius  :  his  ode  on  the  death  of  Guftavus 
Adolphus  poffeffes  all  that  fire  and  eleva- 
tion which  are  requifite  in  fuch  compofi- 
tions.  He  wrote  another  upon  Hope,  which 
will  always  be  read  with  frefh  pleafure  ; 
and  in  his  two  poems,  entitled  Momi/ig^ 
and  the  Storm,  nature  is  reprefented  with 
that  happy  colouring  which  diftinguifhed 
the  ingenious  author  of  the  Death  of  Abel. 
Mr.  Kielgren,  in  his  odes  and  fatires,  dis- 
plays tafte,  genius,  and  imagination.     He 

has 
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has  tranflatcd  into  excellent  verfe  feveral 
theatrical  pieces  of  a  very  celebrated  author. 
Klewberg,  Leopold,  Lidner,  and  Sjoberg, 
occupy  a  very  diftinguiihed  rank  among  the 
Swedifh  poets. 

The  poetical  iire  may  burn,  therefore, 
amidft  the  fnow,  froft,  and  ice;  and  the 
poets  of  the  North  may  even  fucceed  in 
thofe  kinds  of  poetry  which  feem  to  have 
the  leaft  analogy  with  the  charaéler  of  the 
country  they  inhabit.  Natural  talents,  and 
the  ftudy  of  good  models,  apparently  make 
up  for  the  want  of  a  ferene  fky,  and  of 
thofe  infpiring  fcenes  which  abound  in  the 
more  foutherly  countries. 

There  are  fome  Swedifh  tranflations,  but 
they  are  not  numerous.  The  greater  part 
of  the  ancient  authors  are  ftill  untranflated  ; 
and  of  the  moderns  a  much  happier  choice 
might  have  been  made.  Thofe  tedious  and 
infipid  romances,  which  prefent  nothing  bat 
a  feries  of  abfurd  or  improbable  events  ; 
and  which  can  neither  improve  the  tafle, 
nor  the  character  of  a  nation,  ought  above 
all  to  have  been  omitted. 

That 


366         A    GENERAL    VIEW 

That  ufeful  art  which  multiplies  the  pro» 
dudions  of  genius  ;    with  which  the  an- 
cients were  not  acquainted,  and  which  the 
moderns  have  fo  ftrangely  abufed,  has  in 
Sweden  attained  to  a  very  high  degree  of 
perfection.     The  Gothic    characters,  long 
employed,  begin  now  to  give  place  to  the 
Roman.  Several  letter-founderies  have  been 
lately  eftablifhed.    There  are  eight  printing- 
offices  in  the  capital,  two  at  Gottenburg, 
and  one  at  each  of  the  following  places,  viz. 
Norkœping,  Upfal,  Lund,  Obo,  Linkceping, 
Strengnses,  Wefteros,  Wexjœ,  Carlftad,  Cal- 
mar, Wennerfburg,  Gefle,  Herndefand,  and 
Fahlun.  Though  Sweden  boafted  of  being  a 
free  ftate  as  early  as  1 7 1 9,  the  liberty  of  the 
prefs  was  not  granted  till    1766.     This  is 
one  of  thofe  many  contradidions  which  oc- 
cur in  the  annals  of  politics.     The  liberty 
of  the  prefs  having  occafioned  fome  abufes 
which  ftruck  government,  this  privilege  has 
been  limited,  and  printers  are  now  refpon- 
fible  for  what  comes  from  their  hands. 

The  fine  arts  had  their  rife  in  Sweden 
under  the  reign  of  Charles  XI.     Lemke 

and 


O  F    s  W  E  D  E  N.  367 

and  Ehrenftrahl,  both  foreigners,  but  natu- 
ralized by  their  long  refidence  in  the  king- 
dom, have  left  fome  very  valuable  monu- 
ments of  their  talents  :  the  former  painted 
the  battles  of  Charles  X.  which  are  to  be 
feen  in  the  caflle  of  Drottningholm;  and  the 
latter  produced  a  portrait  of  Charles  XI.  a^ 
pidlure  of  that  prince's  coronation,  and  fe- 
veral  other  pieces,  which  are  ft  ill  admired 
by  connoifTeurs.  At  the  fame  period,  count 
Nicodemus  de  Teflia  caufed  edifices  to  be 
ereâ:ed  after  the  beft  models  of  Rome,  Flo- 
rence, and  Paris,  while  count  Dalberg 
formed  the  plan  of  Ancient  and  Modern  Swe- 
den, the  plates  of  which  are  well  executed, 
both  with  regard  to  defign  and  engraving. 
Among  the  Swedifh  artifts  who  have  diftin- 
guifhed  themfelves  in  the  prefent  century, 
we  muft  not  omit  I.unberg,  lately  deceafed, 
who  excelled  in  portrait  painting.  Mr, 
Sergei  will  doubtlefs  acquire  a  reputation 
Ûill  more  brilliant  :  be  may  be  ranked 
among  the  firft  fculptors  of  Europe,  as  the 
moft  ftriking  beauties  of  the  chifel  are 
united  in  his  works.    It  has  been  obferved, 

that 
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that  the  Swedifh  artifts  are  fonder  of  exer- 
ciflng  their  talents  in  foreign  nations  than 
in  their  own  country  ;  and  indeed  this  is 
not  at  all  furprifmg,  for  they  find  in  Italy, 
France,  and  England,  advantages  and  en-^ 
couragement  which  Sweden  cannot  give 
them.  It  was  not  at  Stockholm,  but  at  Pa- 
ris, that  Roflelin,  Hall,  and  Wertmuller  ex- 
ercifed  their  talents  ;  and  nothing  could 
engage  Sergei  to  remain  in  his  own  coun- 
try, but  the  generofity  and  munificence  of 
a  fovereign,  who  is  an  avowed  patron  of 
the  arts. 

Like  moft  other  countries  in  Europe, 
Sweden  has  its  learned  and  literary  focieties# 
The  oldeft  of  thefe  is  the  Royal  Academy 
of  Sciences,  founded  at  Up fal  in  1720,  by 
Eric  Benzelius,  who  was  then  librarian  to 
the  univerfity,  and  afterwards  promoted  to 
be  archbifliop.  This  fociety  firft  publilhed 
a  kind  of  journal,  the  intention  of  which 
was  to  give  an  account  of  the  bell  foreign 
w^orks  that  appeared.  It  afterwards  pub- 
liflied  memoirs,  which,  on  account  of  va- 
rious obftacles,  were  for  fome  time  difcon- 
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tinued  ;  but  they  have  been  lately  revived, 
under  the  proteâion  of  the  duke  of  Suder- 
mania  :  thefe  memoirs  are  written  in  Latin. 
Mr.  Aurivillius,  lately  deceafed,  was  a  long 
time  fecretary  to  the  Swedifh  Academy  of 
Sciences  ;  he  was  a  man  of  fuperior  erudi- 
tion, and  united  fhining  talents  to  great 
modefly  :  he  excelled  above  all  in  a  know- 
ledge of  the  Oriental  languages. 

In  i738,patriotifm  eftablifhed  the  Royal 
Academy  of  Sciences  at  Stockholm.  Linnaeus 
was  among  the  number  of  its  founders. 
Experimental  philofophy,  natural  hiftory, 
medicine,  political  economy,  mathematics 
and  mechanics,  are  the  principal  objeds 
which  engage  the  attention  of  its  mem- 
bers. At  the  end  of  every  three  months 
they  publifh,  in  Swedifh,  a  volume  of  Me- 
moirs relating  to  thefe  different  branches  of 
fcience.  Difcourfes  delivered  by  the  mem- 
bers on  being  admitted  ;  thofe  read  upon 
any  other  occafion  ;  the  pieces  which  have 
been  judged  worthy  of  the  prizes  propofed; 
and  economical  diflertations,  addreiïed  to 
the  fociety  by  citizens,  zealous  for  the  pro- 
B  b  grefs 
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grefs  of  the  ufeful  arts,  are  printed  fepa- 
rately.  Founded  principally  with  the  lau- 
dable view  of  contributing  by  its  labours  to 
public  profperity,  the  Academy  of  Sciences 
at  Stockholm  prefers  ufeful  difcoveries,  and 
memoirs  on  important  fubjedts,  to  idle  the- 
ories and  rhetorical  amplifications.  It  is  not 
divided  into  clafles,  nor  has  it  any  of  thofc 
nominal  members,  who  feldom  prove  of  any 
advantage  to  fuch  inftitutions  ;  and  who, 
in  other  countries,  are  decorated  with  pom- 
pous honorary  titles.  Every  three  months 
a  prefident  is  chofen  from  among  the  acade- 
micians, to  direâ:  the  labours  of  the  mem- 
bers. When  he  quits  his  office,  he  muft  de- 
liver a  difcourfe  ;  and  this  regulation  has 
procured  the  public  a  great  number  of  learn- 
ed and  well  written  diflertations.  The  aca- 
demy has  two  fecretaries,  both  of  whom 
hold  their  places  for  life  ;  one  of  them  has 
the  care  of  the  aftronomical  obfervations, 
and  the  other  of  the  correfpondence  of  the 
fociety.  The  academy  has  ereded  an  ob- 
fervatory  at  its  own  expence,  for  the  ufe  of 
its  members  ;  it  is  a  beautiful  edifice,  and 
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ftands  upon  an  eminence  in  the  northern 
fuburbs  :  it  poflefies  alfo  a  very  extenfive 
building,  in  which  it  holds  its  meetings,  and 
which  contains  the  library  and  cabinet  of 
natural  hiftory.  This  learned  fociety  have 
confiderable  funds,  for  which  they  are  in- 
debted to  the  generofity  of  fevcral  opulent 
patriots.  Nicholas  Sahlgren,  a  wealthy  mer- 
chant of  Gottenburg,  gave  them  various  do- 
nations, which  would  have  done  honour  to 
a  prince  :  they  enjoy  nothing  from  govern- 
ment but  the  right  of  printing  almanacs. 
The  academicians  are  allowed  no  falaries  ; 
but  the  two  fecretaries,  the  keeper  of  the 
cabinet  of  natural  hiftory,  and  the  profeffbr 
of  experimental  philofophy,  receive  a  certain 
fum  annually  from  the  funds  of  the  acade- 
my. The  memory  of  deceafed  academi- 
cians is  preferved  by  eloges  and  medals. 

In  1753,  Louifa  Ulrica  founded  an  Aca- 
demy of  Belles-Lettres  in  the  capital,  and  de- 
clared herfelf  its  patron  and  protecftrefs. 
Dalin,  whofe  merit  had  raifed  him  to  the 
important  office  of  preceptor  to  the  prince 
royal,  at  prefent  king  of  Sweden,  feconded 
B  b  2  the 
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the  views  of  the  queen,  and  being  appointed 
fecretary  to  this  new  inftitution,  he  direded 
its  labours  with  equal  zeal  and  intelligence. 
It  publifhed  memoirs,  diftributed  prizes,  and 
Louifa  Ulrica,  who  often  affifted  at  its  meet- 
ings, examined  the  productions  of  the  aca- 
demicians, and  fuggefted  happy  ideas  re- 
fpedling  the  manner  of  rendering  them  ufeful 
and  glorious.  The  pafTage  of  the  Belt,  by 
which  Charles  Guftavus  aftonifhed  all  Eu- 
rope, but  particularly  the  Danes,  was  the 
firft  fubjedl  propofed  for  a  poetical  prize; 
and  it  is  rather  remarkable,  that  Mr.  Lux- 
dorf,  the  fuccefsful  candidate,  was  a  Dane, 
w^ho  had  celebrated  in  Latin  verfe  the  con- 
queror of  his  country.  An  unexpeâ:ed  mif- 
fortune,  however,  fufpended  the  progrefs  of 
this  riling  academy.  Dalin  being  involved, 
at  the  diefeof  1756,  in  the  difgrace  of  the 
court  party,  was  ordered"  to  quit  the  capital, 
and  forbidden  ever  to  appear  there  again 
without  permiffion  from  the  ftates.  The 
troubles  by  which  the  kingdom  was  then 
agitated,  engaged  univerfal  attention,  and 
even  the  queen  herfelf  could  not  beftow 
jj  upon 
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upon  letters  that  care  which  fhe  had  em- 
ployed before.  The  academy,  therefore, 
languifhed  in  a  ftate  of  inaâ:ion,  until  peace 
was  eftablifhed,  when  it  recovered  its  for- 
mer attivity,  under  the  aufpices  of  its  foun- 
der. On  the  death  of  Louifa  Ulrica,  Guf- 
tavus  III.  declared  himfelf  its  proteâior,  and 
in  1786,  his  majefty  drew  out  new  regula- 
tions for  it,  and  gave  it  the  name  of  the 
Academy  of  Belles  Lettres^  Hijiory  a?id  Anti- 
quities, To  this  literary  fociety  the  public 
are  indebted  for  five  volumes  of  Memoirs 
on  the  Antiquities,  Hiftory  and  Literature  of 
Sweden  :  they  contain  alfo  the  eloges  of 
fuch  academicians  as  have  died  fmce  its  in- 
ftitution,  and  fpecimens  of  a  tranflation  of 
Tacitus,  and  of  Pliny's  Panegyric. 

The  origin  of  this  academy  naturally 
leads  to  the  following  reflection:  A  fo- 
reign princefs  exerted  herfelf  to  give  the 
Swedifh  mufes  that  encouragement,  which 
a  princefs  of  the  nation  had  refufed  them. 
Chriftina  neglected  indigenous  talents,  and 
preferred  exotic  ignorance.  Imagining  that 
the  former  could  never  be  called  into  life, 
B  b  3  fhc 
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{h^  deprived  them  of  that  energy  which 
ought  to  have  rendered  her  reign  briUiant  ; 
but  Louifa  Ulrica  did  them  that  juftice 
which  they  deferved,  and  favoured  that  im- 
provement which  they  were  fufceptible  of. 
The  efforts  of  this  princefs  were  not  in- 
effeâiual  :  emulation  was  every  where  ex- 
cited, and  geniufes  favoured  by  Heaven 
marched  forward  to  glory  in  the  path  of 
fcicnce.  Several  perfons  diftinguiihed  by 
their  birth,  and  their  zeal  for  the  progrefs 
of  national  literature,  formed  a  fociety  who 
publiflied  memoirs,  under  the  modeft  title 
of  Literary  EJfays,  which  were  continued 
for  feveral  years.  It  was  during  the  meet- 
ings of  this  fociety,  that  the  happy  difpofi- 
tion  which  count  de  Creutz,  count  de  Gyl- 
lenburg,  and  madam  de  Nordenflycht,  in- 
herited from  nature  began  to  be  difplayed. 
The  latter  had  been  the  founder  of  this  in- 
ftitution,  and  thofe  who  compofed  it  unani- 
moufly  eleûed  her  prefident.  This  remark- 
able woman  was  born  at  Stockholm,  in  the 
beginning  of  this  century,  and  at  a  veiy 
early  period  of  life  fhewed  a  great  tafte  for 

reading. 
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reading.  As  fhe  lived  in  the  country  with 
refpedable  parents,  but  of  a  ftrange  turn  of 
mind,  who  had  retired  from  the  buftle  of 
the  capita],  fhe  could  find  nothing  to  gra- 
tify her  curiofity  except  books  of  devotion, 
a  fpecies  of  works  which,  though  intended 
for  a  very  laudable  purpofe,  are  often  writ- 
ten in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  difguft  fome, 
and  lead  others  into  the  moft  fatal  errors. 
Thefe  were  not  the  books  which  were  re- 
quifite  to  a  lively  and  ardent  genius,  eager 
for  inftrudion  :  the  book  of  nature  was  be- 
fore her  eyes  ;  fhe  read  it  with  delight,  and 
her  imagination  became  heated.  As  foon 
as  her  poetical  fire,  which  lay  dormant,  had 
found  proper  aliment,  it  was  not  long  in 
difplaying  itfelf,  and  a  hymn  to  the  Creator 
was  the  fruit  of  her  attentive  contemplation 
of  nature.  Enlightened  perfons,  capable  of 
appreciating  her  talents,  undertook  to  direct 
this  young  poetefs  in  her  ftudies  ;  fhe 
learned  therefore  feveral  languages,  and  read 
with  great  care  works  calculated  to  form  her 
tafte.  Among  thofe  who  affifted  her  in  her 
literary  purfuits,  was  a  young  ecclefiaftic  of. 
B  b  4  diftin- 
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diftinguiflied  abilities.  He  was  fond  of  his 
pupil,  who  repaid  his  afFedion  with  a  kind 
return,  and  Hymen  conduced  the  two 
lovers  to  the  temple  of  happinefs.  Their 
days  flowed  on  in  fuch  a  manner  as  might 
have  excited  envy;  but  certain  boundaries 
are  affigned  to  human  felicity:  if  mankind 
venture  to  pafs  them,  fate  avenges  itfelf, 
and  teaches  them  that  as  mortals  they  carry 
their  pretenfions  too  far.  At  the  end  of 
feven  months  the  hufband  died,  and  left  his 
difconfolate  fpoufe  plunged  in  the  deepeft 
diftrefs.  When  the  beneficent  hand  of  time 
had  mitigated  her  v/ounds,  fhe  refumed  her 
books  and  her  ftudies,  and  the  public  re- 
ceived, with  deferved  applaufe,  the  greater 
part  of  the  poems  which  fhe  publifhed  :  her 
elegies  above  all  gained  her  great  reputation. 
Love  occafioned  the  fevered  afflidion  to 
this  feeling  heart  ;  and  friendfliip  proved 
equally  fatal  to  her,  as  her  comforter  and 
her  guide  had  been  hurried  from  her  by 
the  cruel  hand  of  death.  She  was  after- 
wards acquainted  v/ith  no  other  fenfations 
than  thofe  of  fadnefs  ;  a  gloomy  melancholy 
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concluded  her  infenfibly  to  the  tomb,  and 
Ihe  died  a  vi6lim  to  her  fenfibility,  in  the 
year  1 763.  Her  reputation  was  known  far 
beyond  the  Hmits  of  Sweden.  Gefner,  Hal- 
ler  and  Holberg,  have  celebrated  her  talents 
and  genius  *. 

Guftavus 

*  Sweden  has  produced  in  the  prefent  century,  another 
woman  no  lefs  remarkable,  viz.  the  countefs  of  Gardia,  born 
countefs  of  Taube.  This  fingular  charafter  having,  in  the 
year  1761,  paid  a  vifit  to  the  province  of  Dalecarha,  fhe 
learned  during  her  refidence  there,  that  twelve  of  the  inhabi- 
tants, accufed  of  forcery,  were  tried  for  their  lives,  and  about 
to  be  condemned.  On  this  intelligence  the  countefs  manifefted 
the  greateft  compafilon  for  thefe  unhappy  victims  of  injuftice  ; 
and  fhe  began  to  fufpeft,  from  certain  circumftances,  that  the 
accufation  brought  againll  them  by  fanaticifm,  had  been  lift- 
ened  to  by  credulous  judges.  Her  indignation,  however, 
was  excited  in  the  highell  degree,  when  thefe  Dalecarlians, 
informed  how  much  fhe  interefted  herfclf  in  their  fate,  con- 
vinced her  of  their  innocence,  and  implored  her  affiflance. 
Affefted  by  their  tears,  fhe  laid  their  cafe  before  a  more  en- 
lightened and  jufter  tribunal.  They  were  honourably  ac- 
quitted, and  the  generous  foul  who  had  faved  them  received 
not  only  their  thanks,  but  thofe  of  the  whole  nation.  A  me- 
dal was  flruck  to  prefcrve  the  remembrance  of  this  aft  of  bene- 
ficence. Soon  after,  the  countefs  of  Gardia  found  another 
opportunity  of  manifefting  the  benevolence  of  her  fentiments. 
Inoculation,  received  in  moft  parts  of  Europe,  was  not  yet 
introduced  into  Sweden,  The  enlightened  part  of  the  inha- 
bitants 
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Guftavus  III.  who  has  fhewn  himfelf  a 
diftinguifhed  patron  of  letters,  with  a  view 
to  leave  a  lafting  monument  of  his  zeal  for 
their  progrefs  in  Sweden,  founded,  in  1786, 
a  Swedifh  academy  at  Stockholm,  after  the 
plan  of  the  French  academy  at  Paris.  The 
literary  fociety,  known  under  the  name  of. 
Utile  Dulci^  is  a  kind  of  order  imitated  from 
that  of  free-mafonry  :  the  arts  which  it  cul- 
tivates are  poetry  and  mufic,  and  it  publifhes, 
at  certain  periods,  a  colleâiion  of  poetical 
pieces  in  the  Swedifh  language.  There  is 
another  fociety  of  the  like  kind  at  Upfal, 
■which  has  taken  the  name  of  Apoll'mi  Sacra* 
Though  the  city  of  Gottenburg  is  confecrat- 

bitants  took  every  opportunity  of  recommending  it  ;  but  the 
multitude,  guided  by  prejudice,  refufed  to  follow  their  advice. 
The  countefs  of  Gardia,  however,  prevailed  upon  three  of 
the  peafants  to  entruft  their  children  to  her,  in  order  that  they 
might  be  inoculated,  and  for  that  purpofe  fhe  put  them  under 
the  care  of  an  able  phyfician.  Her  hopes  were  not  difappoint- 
ed  ;  the  children  were  foon  fent  back  fafe  and  in  good  health 
to  their  parents  ;  from  that  moment  the  public  fhewed  lefs 
averfion  to  inoculation,  and  by  little  and  little,  this  efficacious 
relief  againft  one  of  the  moft  dreadful  of  maladies  was  em- 
ployed throughout  the  whole  kingdom.  The  countefs  of 
Gardia  died  in  1763,  of  a  fever  which  fhe  caught  while  tak- 
ing cai-e  of  one  of  her  domeftics  who  was  fick, 

ed 


OF    SWEDEN.  379 

ed  to  Mercury,  Apollo  reigns  there  alfo.  In 
that  city  there  is  a  Society  of  Sciences  and 
Belles-Lettres,  who  publifli  very  ufeful  and 
entertaining  Memoirs  in  Swedifli.  The  fub- 
jeâ:s  which  they  hold  forth  to  excite  na- 
tional emulation  are  generally  well  chofen  : 
they  have  lately  propofed  the  eloge  of  Dr. 
Solander,  the  intimate  friend  of  Sir  Jofeph 
Banks,  together  with  this  important  quef- 
tion,  "  Whether  theatrical  reprefentations 
are  ufeful  or  hurtful  to  a  nation."  At  Lund, 
in  Scandia,  there  has  been  formed  a  Phyfio- 
graphical  Society,  the  nature  of  which  is  in- 
dicated by  its  name.  It  is  principally  in- 
debted for  its  exiftence  and  reputation  to 
Mr.  Retzius,  profeiTor  in  the  univerfity  of 
Lund. 

Count  Charles  Guftavus  de  Teflin,  w^ell 
known  by  the  diftinguifhed  part  which  he 
acted  on  the  political  theatre,  was  an  enthu- 
fiaftic  admirer  of  the  arts,  and  did  every 
thing  in  his  power  to  render  them  flourifh- 
ing  in  Sweden.  In  1733,  he  eftablilhed  at 
Stockholm  an  Academy  of  Painting  and 
Sculpture,  on  the  fame  plan  as  thofe  of  other 

countries. 
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countries.  This  academy  has  been  confi- 
derably  extended  fince  its  inftitution  ;  at 
prefent  it  has  an  edifice  belonging  to  it, 
which  was  given  it  by  Mr.  Meier,  an  iron- 
founder  of  great  eminence. 

The  ancient  figures  of  plafter,  which 
Louis  XIV.  made  a  prefent  of  to  Charles  XL 
are  ftill  to  be  feen  in  one  of  the  halls  of  this 
building.  The  works  of  the  pupils  are  ex- 
hibited every  year,  when  the  prizes  are  dif- 
tributed.  In  1786,  fome  pieces  were  fhewn 
executed  by  a  peafant  of  Smoland,  who, 
without  any  other  guide  than  nature,  had 
attained  to  the  art  of  managing  the  pencil, 
and  copying  hillorical  paintings  with  a 
tolerable  degree  of  fuccefs.  He  afterwards 
received  leffbns  in  the  academy.  Thofe 
pupils  who  difplay  fuperior  talents  and  ge- 
nius, obtain  penfions  from  the  court  to  en» 
able  them  to  refide  fome  time  in  Italy. 

Some  amateurs  of  mufic  have  founded,  at 
Stockholm,  an  academy  for  the  purpofe  of 
promoting  that  art  in  Sweden  ;  but  hitherto 
they  have  been  deficient  in  refources.  They 
may,  however,  acquire  confiderable  affiftance 
7  from 
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from  a  lottery  which  government  has  per- 
mitted them  to  open. 

Having  giving  an  account  of  the  dijEerent 
academical  inftitutions  in  Sweden,  we  muft 
not  pafs  over  thofe  places  in  which  are  col- 
leded  natural  curiofities,  mafter-pieces  of 
art,  and  produâ;ions  of  genius.  The  ca- 
binet of  natural  hiftory,  at  Drottningholm, 
and  that  of  Mr.  de  Carlibn,  fecretary  of  ftate, 
contain  valuable  treafures  :  Linnaeus  has 
given  a  defcription  of  the  one,  and  Dr. 
Sparrman  is  now  employed  upon  that  of 
the  other.  The  cabinet  of  natural  hiftory 
belonging  to  the  Academy  of  .Sciences,  is 
become  very  extenfive,  fmce  that  of  baron 
de  Geer  has  been  incorporated  with  it. 
The  cabinet  of  minerals,  in  the  College  of 
Mines,  and  that  of  count  de  Bielke  deferve 
the  attention  of  the  curious.  The  beft 
colleâiion  of  prints  and  paintings  to  be 
found  in  Sweden,  is  to  be  feen  at  the  caftle 
of  Stockholm.  Some  individuals  alfo  poiïefs 
riches  of  this  kind.  Mr.  Van  Breda  has 
feveral  pieces  of  the  Flemifh  fchool,  which 
are  confidered  as  of  great  value. 

We 
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We  have  already  had  occafion  to  fpeak 
of  the  library  of  the  univerfity  of  Upfal, 
which  is  the  moft  remarkable  in  the  coun- 
try. The  king's  library,  fituated  in  one  of 
the  wings  of  the  caftle,  is  ancient,  and  well 
flored  with  excellent  works  :  it  contains 
aifo  fome  curious  manufcripts/  This  library 
fufFered  very  much  by  a  fire,  which  con- 
fumed  the  greater  part  of  the  caftle,  about 
the  end  of  the  laft  century  :  1 8,000  printed 
volumes  and  4000  manufcripts  were  de- 
'ftroyed  by  this  accident.  Among  the  latter, 
an  hiftorical  piece  written  by  Guftavus  Adol- 
phus  was,  above  all,  regretted  :  of  this  valu- 
able manufcript  nothing  was  faved  but  one 
or  two  of  the  leaves,  which  have  been  pub- 
iillied  by  Mr.  Benediâ:  Bergius.  The  library 
in  the  caftle  of  Drottningholm  is  not  ex- 
tenfive,  but  it  makes  a  fine  appearance,  and 
the  books  are  well  chofen  and  well  arranged. 
That  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences  at  Stock- 
holm increafes  every  day  by  new  acqui- 
ttions ::  it  contains  a  complete  collection  of 
all  the  Swedifh  works  now  exifting. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.      XXIII. 
A  N  T  I  QJJ  I  T  I  E  S. 

TH  E  remains  of  antiquity  to  be  found 
in  Sweden  are  not  fo  remarkable  as 
thofe  which  appear  to  the  traveller  under 
the  ferene  iky  of  Afia,  and  on  the  claffical 
ground  of  Italy  and  Greece  ;  but  they  are 
neverthelefs  interefting,  as  they  ferve  to  elu- 
cidate feveral  particulars  refpeding  the  hif- 
tory  of  the  world,  and  of  man.  The  Swedes 
have  always  fet  the  higheft  value  on  them. 
In  the  laft  century,  a  multitude  of  w^orks 
were  publilhed  on  thefe  monuments  of  re- 
mote ages,  and  the  helps  they  might  afford 
to  thofe  who  wifh  to  be  acquainted  with 
the  ancient  hiftory  of  the  kingdom.  This 
was  the  favourite  obje<St  of  the  refearches  of 
MefTenius,  Rudbeck,  Verelius,  and  Peringf- 
chœld.  Thefe  learned  men  poiTeffed  as  much 
patriotifm  as  fcience  :  according  to  them,  no 
country  was  fo  ancient  as  Sweden,  and  no 

monarchy 
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monarchy  could  be  traced  back  fo  far.  John 
SchefFer,  of  Strafburgh,  when  appointed 
profelTor  at  Upfal,  undertook  to  reverfe  their 
whimfical  and  romantic  fyftems.  The  wrath 
of  the  patriotic  antiquaries  was  on.  this  ac- 
count enflamed,  and  the  difpute  became  ex- 
ceedingly warm.  Verelius  diftinguifhed  him- 
felf  by  his  ardour;  and  the  Up/alia  Antlqua  of 
SchefFer,  a  work  abounding  with  erudition 
and  found  criticifm,  occafioned  between  the 
two  profeflbrs,  a  controverfy  which  was  not 
terminated  but  by  the  intervention  of  the 
court.  The  principal  ambition  of  Verelius 
was,  to  prove  that  Sweden  was  the  country 
of  thofe  Goths  who  conquered  the  Romans  : 
as  if  it  had  been  glorious  to  have  for  ancef- 
tors  ignorant  and  barbarous  men,  who  car- 
ried deftrudion  and  defolation  along  with 
them  ;  and  who  defaced  the  moft  beautiful 
monuments  of  the  arts  and  the  fciences. 

At  the  diftance  of  half  a  mile  from  Upfal, 
is  a  village  named  Gamla  Upfala^  or  Old  Up- 
fal, which  was  formerly  the  principal  place 
where  the  worfliippers  of  Oden  affembled 
from  all  parts  of  the  kingdom.     A  temple 

was 
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Was  eredted  here  in  honour  of  this  deity  ; 
but  when  Chriftianity  was  introduced  into 
Sweden,  it  was  ftripped  of  its  idols,  and  of 
all  thofe  ornaments  which  related  to  pagan- 
ifm.  The  edifice  itfelf  was,  however,  pre- 
ferved,  and  it  ftill  ferves  as  a  church  to  the 
inhabitants  of  the  village. 

A  little  farther  from  Upfal  may  be  feen 
an  extenlive  plain,  called  Mora^  where  the 
Swedes   formerly  eleâ:ed  their  kings.     In 
this  plain  there  is  a  heap  of  flones  called 
Morajienar^  or  flones  of  Mora  ;  upon  one  of 
which,  remarkable  by  its  fize,  the  eleded 
monarch,  it  is  faid,    mounted  as  upon   a 
throne,  in  order  to  receive  the  homage  of 
his  fubjeds.    On  the  reft  were  engraven  his 
name,  and  the  year  in  which  he  began  to 
reign.     Some  of  thefe   ftones  contain  the 
figures  of  the  three  crowns  which  Sweden 
bears  in  its  arms.     Stones  ranged  in  a  cir- 
cular form,  placed  for  the  mod  pait  on  fmall 
eminences,  and  in  the  centre  of  which  arifes 
one  higher  than  the  reft,  often  attradl  the 
attention  of  the  traveller  in  Sweden.    Thefe 
were  tribunals,  where  juftice  was  formerly 
C  c  admi- 
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adminiilered  :  the  principal  judge  was  feated 
on  the  moft  elevated  ftone,  and  the  reft  took 
their  ftations  around  him. 

Runic  monuments  are  found  here  in  great 
ahundance,  particularly  in  Upland  and  Su- 
dermania.  They  confift  of  fmall  eminences, 
each  of  which  has  on  its  fummit  a  large 
flone,  fometimes  plain,  and  fometimes  carved 
and  ornamented  with  infcriptions.  Under 
thefe  monuments  are  depofitcd  tlie  aflies 
and  arms  of  Scandinavian  heroes  ;  thofe  for- 
midahle  warriors,  concerning  whom  the 
Illandic  romances  relate  fuch  wonderful  pro- 
digies. The  infcriptions  on  them  have  fup- 
plied  a  vaft  field  for  the  conjectures  of  the 
Swediih  literati.  From  fome  of  them  they 
have  attempted  to  prove,  that  before  the  de- 
ftruâiion  of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah,  the  in- 
habitants of  Scandinavia  had  rendered  them- 
felves  celebrated  by  their  wars,  and  their 
emigrations.  This  is  certainly  carrying 
matters  too  far  :  all  thefe  infcriptions  are  in 
Runic  characters,  which  are  peculiar  to  the 
ancient  people  of  the  North,  and  w^ere 
brought  into  ufe  by  Cdcn.  On  feveral  Runic 

monu- 
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monuments   may  be   feen  the  figure  of  a 
crofs  :  this  was  the  fymbol  of  the  god  Thor, 

Several  monuments  of  the  rcm.otefl  ages 
are  preferved  in  one  of  the  veftries  of  the 
cathedral  of  Upfal.  The  moft  remarkable 
of  thefe  is  an  old  block  of  wood,  w^hich  by 
fome  rude  chifel  has  been  cut  into  the  form 
of  a  human  head.  Certain  Swedifh  anti- 
quaries pretend,  that  this  is  the  image  of  the 
god  Thor,  who  was  formerly  adored,  not 
only  by  the  Scandinavians,  but  alfo  by  the 
Germ.ans.  He  preiided  over  thunder,  and 
the  phenomena  of  the  air  :  he  was  the  Ju- 
piter of  the  Romans. 

In  the  account  of  a  iournev  throuQ-h  Swc- 
den  by  count  de  Brienne,  in  the  laft  century, 
we  find  the  following  fmgular  paflage  : 
VeJlrO'Gothkis  fylvis  (he  ought  to  have  faid 
OflrO'gnthicis)  cqititantes  inducli,  Lincopiie, 
nh  loci  rehg'ionem  7ion  omittendce,  fuhjlitimus ; 
//'/  c'ippus  lapideus,  pertufus^  cxplorandvc  man-' 
tor  urn  membrojitatl^  qui  pares  foramini  appro^ 
b,mtnr,  imp  are  s  excludimtur  connubiali  toro  : 
.'udc  jnairimonia  JJant  ant  cadimt  pro  modulo 
C  c  2  peculiJ* 
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feculn'^\  This  monument  is  not  known  to 
any  perfon  in  Sweden  :  it  muft,  therefore, 
have  been  created  in  the  imagination  of 
count  de  Brienne  ;  or  Time,  that  mercilefs 
ravager  who  fpares  nothing,  muft  have  con- 
fumed  it,  and  deftroyed  even  the  remem- 
brance of  it. 

*  The  indelicacy  of  this  paffage  will  not  admit  of  a  tranf- 
lation.  We  fKall  however  obferve,  for  the  fake  of  thofe  read- 
ers who  are  unacquainted  with  Latin,  that  it  alludes  to  a  per- 
forated ftone,  which  may  be  truly  faid  to  have  been  ajlandard 
for  gauging  manhood,     T. 


FORM 
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FORM  OF  GOVERNMENT    SIGNED    BY  THE 
STATES  OF  SWEDEN  IN  I772. 

Art.  I.T  TNITY  of  religion,  and  of  true 
^^  worfliip,  being  one  of  the 
firmeft  fupporters  of  every  refpedable,'  well 
eftabliflied,  and  folid  government,  the  king, 
as  well  as  every  perfon  in  office,  and  all 
fubje£ls,fhall  remain,  for  the  future,  attached 
as  before  to  the  pure  and  clear  word  of  God, 
as  contained  in  the  writings  of  the  prophets 
and  apoftles,  and  interpreted  in  Chriftian 
creeds,  the  catechifm  of  Luther,  and  the 
confeffion  of  Augfburg,  and  fuch  as  it  was 
ratified  by  the  fynod  of  Upfal,  as  well  as 
by  the  refolutions  and  declarations  of  the 
ftate  ;  fo  that  the  rights  of  the  church  may 
be  fupported,  without  prejudice,  however, 
to  the  prerogatives  of  the  king,  the  crown, 
and  the  Swediih  nation. 

Art.  II.  It  belongs  to  the  king  to  go- 
vern his  kingdom,  according  to  the  manner 
prefer ibed  by  the  Swedifh  laws.     He,  and 
C  c  3  n© 
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no  other,  has  a  right  to  maintain  and  pre- 
ferve  truth  and  equity  ;  and  to  reprefs  and 
abolifh  every  thing  that  is  not  juft.  He 
fhall  not,  however,  make  any  attempt 
againfl:  the  life,  honour,  peifon,  or  happi* 
nefs  of  any  fubjed:,  until  fentence  of  con- 
demnation has  been  pronounced  by  the  law. 
He  fhall  neither  feize,  nor  caufe  to  be  feized, 
any  goods,  whether  moveable  or  immovea- 
ble, without  a  legal  judgm.ent  and  judicial 
examination.  He  governs,  therefore,  ac- 
cording to  the  royal  law,  the  code  of  the 
kingdom,  and  the  prefent  form  of  govern- 
ment. 

Art.  III.  With  regard  to  the  fucceffion 
to  the  throne,  no  change  whatever  is  made 
in  the  convention  agreed  upon  and  ap- 
proved at  Stockholm  in  1743  ;  nor  in  that 
ftipulated  by  agreement  at  Welleros  in  1544, 
and  by  the  convention  of  Norkœping  in 
1604. 

Art.  IV.  Next  to  the  royal  majefly,  the 
moft  eminent  dignity  has  at  all  times  been, 
and  fhall  for  the  future  remain,  attached  to 
the  body  of  fenators,  whom  the  king  fhall 

chooic^ 
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choofc,  and  name  himfelf  from  among  the 
order  of  the  nobility,  natives  of  Sweden. 
Though  their  number  cannot  be  invariably 
fixed)  fince  as  many  are  appointed  as  the 
wants  and  honour  of  the  kingdom  may  re- 
quire, they  fhall  not,  however,  exceed  in 
general  feventeen,  comprehending  the  great 
officers  of  the  kingdom,  and  the  governor 
of  Pomerania.  Their  duty  and  care  mud 
be  to  affift  the  king  with  advice  in  impor- 
tant affairs,  when  they  are  called  for  thnt 
purpofe  ;  to  contribute  towards  fupporting 
the  rights  of  the  nation;  to  give  the  king 
fuch  counfel  as  they  (hall  judge  likely  to  be 
moft  advantageous  both  to  him  and  the 
kingdom  ;  to  encourage  the  ftates  and  the 
people  in  general  to  be  faithful  and  obedient  ; 
to  exert  themfelves  in  prefei*ving  the  rights, 
privileges,  independence,  and  welfare  of  the 
-  king  and  kingdom  ;  and,  agreeably  to  the 
diet  of  1.602,  to  advife  as  the  nature  of  their 
oflice  requires,  and  not  to  govern.  In  fhort, 
the  fenators  are  not  fubordinate  but  to  the 
king,  and  are  refponfible  to  him  only  for 
their  advice.      The  king  cannot  reproach 

C  c  4  nor 
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nor  blame  them  for  any  bad  fuccefs  that 
may  happen,  contrary  to  their  expeâiation 
or  opinion,  founded  upon  probable  reafons  ; 
efpecially  if  thofe  entrufted  with  the  execu- 
tion of  them  do  not  follow  the  orders  which 
they  receive. 

Art.  V.  It  belongs  to  the  king  to  govern, 
fupport,  defend,  and  proted  the  cities  and 
territories  of  the  kingdom,  together  with 
their  rights,  and  thofe  of  the  crown,  as  pre- 
fcribed  by  the  law  and  this  form  of  govern- 
ment. 

Art.  VI.  As  negotiations  refpecling  peace, 
armiftices,  and  alliances,  whether  ofFeniive 
or  defenfive,  will  feldoQi  admit  of  the  leaft 
delay,  and  neceflafily  require  the  greateft 
fecrecy,  the  king  on  fuch  important  occa- 
fions  muft  confult  the  fenators,  and,  after 
having  heard  their  different  opinions,  muft 
purfue  fuch  meafures  as  he  may  judge  moft 
advantageous  to  the  fcate.  If  the  fenators 
are  unanimous  in  their  opinion,  and  if  this 
opinion  is  contrary  to  that  of  the  king,  his 
majefty  muft  acquiefce  ;  but  if  the  opinions 
of  the  fenate  are  divided,  the  king  muft  ex- 
amine 
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amine  them,  and  adopt  that  which  he  may 
judge  wifeft  and  moft  ufefuL 

Art.  VIL  If  the  king  is  a  foreigner,  he 
cannot  leave  the  kingdom  without  the  know- 
ledge and  confent  of  the  ftates.  If  he  is  a 
Swede  by  birth,  he  may  communicate  his 
defign  to  the  fenate  only,  and  take  the  opi- 
nion of  the  fenators,  as  prefcribed  in  the 
preceding  article. 

Art.  VIII.  That  the  affairs  of  the  flate 
may  be  expedited  wich  the  greater  readinefs 
and  order,  they  fhall  be  divided  among  the 
fenators,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  may  appear  to 
his  majelly  moil  ufeful  ;  lince  his  majefty, 
as  the  chief  of  the  kingdom,  is  refponfible 
to  God  and  his  country  only,  for  his  ad- 
miniftration  ;  and  in  all  cafes  whatever, 
when  the  king  has  heard  the  opinions  of 
the  fenators,  who  are  confulted  and  made 
acquainted  with  the  ftate  of  affairs,  he  is 
then  to  decide.  Affairs  of  juftice  are,  how- 
ever, excepted,  which  muft  be  referred 
to  the  courts  of  juftice,  and  the  other  civil 
or  military  tribunals  of  the  kingdom.  Thefe 
affairs  fhall  be  fubmitted  in  the  lafl  inftance 

to 
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to  the  revifion  of  juftice,  which  fliall  always 
be  compofcd  of  feven  fenators,  who  have 
had  judicial  employments,  and  who  are 
known  to  be  well  (killed  in  jurifprudence, 
and  experienced  in  the  laws.  The  king 
fliall  prefide  in  perfon,  as  on  other  occa- 
iions  ;  but  he  Ihall  have  only  two  votes, 
and  the  cafting  one  in  cafes  of  parity. 

Art.  IX.  It  belongs  only  to  the  king  to 
pardon  and  forgive  thofe  v/ho  have  forfeit- 
ed their  honours,  life,  or  ellates,  in  all  cafes 
where  the  crimes  are  not  direQly  contrary 
to  the  clear  word  of  God. 

Art.  X.  All  military  employments,  from 
that  of  lieutenant-colonel  to  that  of  iield- 
marflial,  thefe  two  ranks  included,  as  well 
as  all  employments  of  the  fame  rank,  both 
civil  and  eccleiiaftical,  Ihall  be  conferred  by 
the  king  in  the  fenate,  and  in  the  following 
manner  :  When  there  are  any  places  vacant, 
the  fenate  muft  enquire  into  thv?  merit  and 
capacity  of  thofe  who  have  a  right  to  afpire 
to  them,  and  who  maybe  admitted  as  can- 
didates. After  this,  they  fhall  make  their 
report  to  the  king;  and  when  his  majefty  has 

declared, 
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declared,  in  the  affembly  of  the  fenators,  the 
name  of  the  perfon  whom  he  has  thought 
proper  to  choofe,  the  fenators  fhall  caufe  to 
be  inferted  in  their  regifters  fuch  obferva- 
tions  as  they  may  fmd  neceflary  ;  but  they 
fhall  not  be  permitted  to  vote  any  farther 
on  this  fubjcct.  For  all  other  employments 
the  colleges,  or  other  bodies  authorifed  for 
that  purpofe,  fhall  propofe  to  the  king  thofe 
perfons  whom  they  think  beft  quahlied  to 
fill  the  vacant  place.  They  may  alfo  pro- 
pofe any  other  perfons  of  merit,  not  belong- 
ing to  the  colleges,  and  announce  all  thofe 
who  afpire  at  the  vacant  place,  and  who  are 
properly  qualified  to  fill  it.  As  to  what 
concerns  vacant  places  in  regiments,  thofe 
regulations  fliall  be  obferved  which  Vv'cre 
eflablifhed  by  an  ordinance  of  Charles  XIL 
bearing  date  November  6,  1 7 1 6  :  if  it  be 
found  that  any  one  has  been  injured,  or 
pafifed  over  without  reafon,  thofe  who  have 
been  guilty  of  this  a6l  of  injuilice  fhall  be 
refponfiblc  for  it.  Among  the  number  of 
candidates,  the  king  fliall  choofe  thofe  whom 
he  confiders  to  bemofl  cnpable.  All  cm- 
I  ployments 
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ployments  of  lefler  importance,  which  the 
colleges,  confiftorics,  or  chiefs  of  regiments 
were  accuftomed  to  confer,  fhall  for  the  fu- 
ture be  under  their  nomination.   Foreigners 
not  born  in  Sweden,  whether  princes  or 
others,  fhall   neither  be  employed   in  nor 
appointed  to  offices  of  flate,  whether  civil 
or  military,  the  king's  court  excepted,  un- 
lefs  thofe  perfons  poiTefs  fuch  eminent  qua- 
lifications, and  fuperior  abilities,  as  are  likely 
to  do  honour  to  the  ftate,  and  to  prove  of 
extraordinary  utility  to  it.     Talents  and  ex- 
perience fhall  be  the  only  title  to  all  thefe 
offices,  without  regard  either  to  intereft  or 
birth,  when  thefe  advantages  are  not  united 
with  capacity.     In  appointing  the  archbi- 
fhcp,  bifhops,  and  fuperintendants,  the  an- 
cient ufage  fhall  be  obferved  ;  and  the  king 
fhall  name  one  of  three  competent  perfons, 
prefented  to  him  by  thofe  who  enjoy  that 
right.     In  the  nomination  of  redtors,  what 
is  enjoined  by  the  form  of  government  in 
1720,  and  by  pubUc  ordinances  fmce  that 
period,  fhall  be  obferved  in  every  point. 
Art.  XL  It  belongs  only  to  the  king,  to 
6  raife 
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raife  to  the  rank  of  nobility  thofe  who  by 
their  fidelity,  virtue,  courage,  knowledge, 
and  experience  have  deferved  well  of  the 
king  and  their  country.  But  as  the  nobi- 
lity are  very  numerous  in  Sweden,  the  king 
mull  be  contented  to  limit  the  number  of 
thofe  ennobled,  to  an  hundred  and  fifty;  and 
the  equeftrian  order  cannot  refufe  admittance 
to  thefe  one  hundred  and  fifty  families.  They 
cannot  refufe  admittance  either,  to  thofe 
whom  the  king  may  have  honoured  with 
the  title  of  count,  or  baron,  and  who  have 
merited  this  diiVmdlon  by  fignal  fervices. 

Art.  XII.  All  other  affairs,  not  already 
mentioned,  ihall  be  propofed  to  the  king  in 
the  cabinet,  or  in  one  of  the  dlvifions  of  the 
fenate,  when  his  majefty  fhall  think  proper, 
or  in  a  full  affembly,  when  his  majefty 
wifhes  to  have  the  opinions  of  a  greater 
number  of  fenators.  The  cafe,  however, 
fliall  ftill  be  the  fame  as  if  thefe  matters  had 
been  propofed  in  the  cabinet. 

Art.  XIII.  As  the  kingdom  is  very  ex- 
tenfive,  and  public  affairs  too  numerous  and 
too  important  for  the  king  to  overlook  them 

all, 
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all,  his  majefty  mufl  have  recourfe  to  fecre- 
taries,  and  other  afTiftants. 

Art.  XIV.  For  the  continual  and  regu- 
lar difpatch  of  bufmefs,  colleges  have  been 
eftablifhed,  v^ith  the  right  and  power  of  iflu- 
ing  orders  and  commands  in  the  name  of 
the  king,  each  in  their  department  to  thofe 
who  are  fub ordinate  to  them. 

The  articles  included  between  the  four- 
teenth and  the  twenty-ninth,  contain  the 
organifation  and  functions  of  the  colleges, 
tribunals,  and  other  bodies  deftined  to  aiTifl; 
the  monarch  in.  the  internal  adminiflraticn 
of  the  kingdom. 

Art.  XXIX.  The  marfhal  of  the  king- 
dom, or  the  grand  marflial,  is  entrufted  with 
the  fuperintendence  of  the  court,  the  caftle, 
and  the  kinsr's  houfehold.  He  fhall  re8;ulate 
and  order  everv  thinç  that  concerns  his  ma- 
jcftv*s  table,  his  ofriccTS,  and  other  objects 
of  tlie  fame  nature. 

Art.  XXX.  The  king's  court  is  under 
tlie  particular  controui  of  his  majefty,  who 
may  change,  and  amend  in  it,  whatever  he 
thinks  proper. 

Art. 
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Art.  XXXI.  The  governor -general  of 
Stockholm,  the  captain-lieutenant,  and  the 
quarter-mailer  of  the  drabans,  the  colonel 
and  lieutenant- colonel  of  the  guards,  the 
colonel  of  the  regiment  of  body  guards,  the 
colonel  of  the  horfe  guards,  the  colonel  and 
lieutenant- colonel  of  artillery,  the  aids  de 
camp  general,  and  the  commanders  of  the 
fortrefl'es  on  the  frontiers,  are  polls  of  truft, 
which  his  majefly  may  beftow,  and  take 
away,  in  the  fenate  aiîembled,  but  without 
proceeding  to  votes. 

Art.  XXXII.  The  colleges  mull  mutu- 
ally aflift  and  fupport  each  other,  in  every 
thing  that  tends  to  promote  the  king's  in- 
tereft,  and  that  of  the  realm  ;  but  they  are 
not  to  encroach  upon  each  other's  rights,  or 
in  any  manner  impede  the  exercife  of  them: 
on  the  contrary,  each  mull  exert  itfelf  with 
ardour  and  zeal  in  its  own  department. 
The  prefidents,  when  abfent,  cannot  give 
any  orders  ;  the  oldeft  of  the  members  of 
the  college  mull  allume  their  place. 

Art.  XXXIII.  The  governments  fliall 
remain  in  the  fame  Hate  in  which  they  are 

at 
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at  prefent  ;  and  there  mull  be  no  governor- 
general  in  the  kingdom,  except  on  fome 
particular  occafions,  and  for  a  limited  time. 
No  domain  or  fief  (hall  therefore  be  be- 
llowed; but  they  fhall  remain  diilributed  in 
the  fame  order  as   at  prefent,  and  as  was 
fettled  by  the  form  of  government  of  1720. 
Art.   XXXIV.    The  prefumptive  heir 
to  the  throne,  and  the  princes  of  the  blood 
of  Sweden,  can  hold  no  domain  or  govern- 
ment general  for  life.;    but  they  muft  be 
contented  with  a   falary  in   money,  which 
fhall  be  affigned  to  them  from  the  revenues 
of  the  kingdom,  and  which  for  hereditary 
princes  muft  not  exceed  the  fum  of  100,000 
dollars,  reckoning  from  the  day  when  they 
are  declared   major,  which  fhall   be  when 
they  have  entered   the  twenty-firft  year  of 
their  age.     Princes  of  the  blood,  who  are 
in  a  more  diflant  degree  from  the  crown, 
fhall  enjoy  an  annual  income  proportioned 
to  their  birth.  They  may  be  decorated  with 
the  title  of  any  duchy,  or  principality,  as 
was  formerly  ufual  ;    but   without  having 
a  right  to  thofe  provinces  from  which  they 
derive  their  titles. 

Art. 
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Art.  XXXV.  With  regard  to  the  main- 
tenance of  the  prince  royal,  who  is  always 
the  eldeft  fon  of  the  reigning  king,  or  his 
grandfon  in  the  diredt  line,  it  fhall  be  regu- 
lated exadly  in  the  fame  manner  as  that  of 
the  fon  of  the  deceafed  Adolphus  Frederic, 
our  moft  gracious  fovereign  now  on  the 
throne,  Guftavus  III.  The  prince  royal  fhall 
be  intitled  to  fit  in  the  fenate  when  he  has 
accomplifhed  his  eighteenth  year. 

Art.  XXXVI.  No  prince  of  the  blood 
in  Sweden,  whether  prince  royal,  heredi- 
tary, or  any  other,  fliall  enter  into  a  con- 
trad:  of  marriage  without  the  knowledge 
and  confent  of  the  king.  If  he  does  not 
conform  to  the  above  regulation,  the  laws 
of  Sweden  refpedting  this  point  fhall  be 
put  in  execution,  and  his  children  fhall  be 
declared  incapable  of  fucceeding  to  the 
throne. 

Art.  XXXVII.  If  the  king  fhould  fall 
fick,  or  undertake  a  long  journey,  the  go- 
vernment fhall  be  placed  in  the  hands  of 
certain  fenators  appointed  by  his  majcfly  ; 
but  in  cafe  the  king  fhould  be  taken  ill  fo 
D  d  fuddenly 
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fuddenly  that  he  cannot  make  the  neceflary 
arrangements  refpeding  the  affairs  of  the 
kingdom,  all  difpatches  (hall  then  be  figned 
by  the  four  oldeft  fenators,  and  the  prefi- 
dent  of  the  chancery,  who  in  concert  ftiall 
exercife  the  royal  authority  in  all  matters 
whatever  which  cannot  admit  of  delay; 
but  they  fhall  not  have  power  to  con- 
fer any  office,  or  conclude  any  alliance, 
until  the  king  fhall  have  fo  far  recovered 
his  health  as  to  be  able  to  attend  to  public 
bufmefs  himfelf;  and  then  thofe  perfons 
who  have  held  the  reins  of  government 
during  his  illnefs  fhall  give  an  account  to 
him  of  their  adminiflration.  Should  the 
king  happen  to  die  while  the  prefumptive 
heir  to  the  throne  is  under  age,  and  a  mi- 
nor, the  regency  fhall  be  eflablifhed  as  be- 
fore mentioned  ;  and  employments  fhall  be 
in  the  interim  conferred,  unlefs  the  deceafed 
king  may  have  made  fome  teflamentary  dif- 
pofition;  in  which  cafe  his  majefly's  will 
ihall  ferve  as  a  regulation.    . 

Art.  XXXVIII.    The  fiâtes   fhall  not 
fail   to   afTemble  when   convoked   by  the 

king, 
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king,  at  the  time  and  place  fpeclfied,  in  or- 
der to  deliberate  with  his   majefty  on  the 
affairs  6f  the  kingdom.     No  perfon,  upon 
any  pretence  whatever,  Ihall  have  power  to 
call  the  dates   to   a  general   diet,  but  the 
king  alone,   except  when  the  fovereign  is 
a  minor  ;  and  in   that  cafe  his  tutors  fhall 
exercife  this  right.     But  if  the  throne  hap- 
pens to  become  vacant  by  the  total  extinc- 
tion of  the  royal  family  in  the  male  line 
(a    misfortune    from   which   we   fmcerely 
wifh   that  Divine  Providence  may  preferve 
us),  the  ftates,  by  their  own  authority,  and 
without  being  convoked,  ihall  affemble  at 
Stockholm,   the    thirteenth    day   after   the 
king's    deceafe,   according    to    our   a£l   of 
agreement,   dated   June   the    20th,    1743, 
which  mentions  the  punifliment  to  be  ia- 
flidted  upon  thofe  who  endeavour  by  in- 
trigues or  cabals  to  impede  the  free  choice 
of  the  ftates.     In  fuch  unhappy  circum- 
ftances,  the  diredors  of  the  nobiUty's  hotel, 
the  chapter  of  the  cathedral  of  Upfal,  and 
the  magiftrates  of  Stockholm,  muft  publifh 
^e  affair,  as  foon  as  polhble,  in  all  the  pro- 
D  d  2  vinces 
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vinces  of  the  kingdom,  in  order  that  each 
of  thcui  may  condu6t  itfelf  accordingly. 
And  as  the  governors  of  thefe  provrnces  are 
then  bound,  each  in  his  pla.ce,  to  caiife  the 
king's  death  to  be  noriiled  to  all  the  inha- 
bitants under  his  government,  a  fufficient 
number  of  men  mufl:  afl'emble,  within  the 
time  prefcribed,  in  order  that  the  liberty  of 
the  kingdom  may  be  proteded  and  de- 
fended, and  that  a  new  royal  line  may  be 
chofen. 

Art.  XXXIX.  The  Rates  mufl:  main- 
tain with  faithful  tendernefs,  in  their  full 
force  and  power,  all  the  rights  of  royal  ma- 
jefty,  fuch  as  they  are  eftablilhed  by  the 
laws  of  Sweden  :  they  muft  alfo  preferve, 
fupport,  and  defend  with  zeal  and  vigilance 
every  thing  that  appertains  to  the  royal  au- 
thority. They  mufl  confequently  neither 
amend,  change,  increafe,  nor  diminifli  any 
thing  in  the  prefent  fundamental  laws, 
without  the  confent  of  the  king,  in  order 
that  the  true  law  may  not, be  violated  by 
any  adt  of  injuilice  ;  and  that  neither  the 
liberty  of  the  fubjeâ;  nor  the  prerogatives 

of 
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of  the  fovereign  he  neglefled  orirjjiired; 
hut  that  each  may  enjoy  his  legal  liglit. 
All  the  other  ftatutcs,  eftahliOied  and  con- 
fidered  as  fundamental  iav/s  lince  the  year 
1680  to  the  prefent  time,  arc  aholilhed. 

Art.  XL.  The  king  fliall  make  no  nevv 
laws,  nor  abrogate  any  old  one,  without 
the  knowledge  and  confent  of  the  dates. 

A.RT.  XLÎ.  The  ftates  fhall  make  no  new 
law^s,  nor  abrogate  any  old  one,  without 
the  knowledge  and  confent  of  the  king. 

Art.  XLII.  In  the  eftablifhment  of  a 
new  law^the  following  regulations  are  to  be 
obfcrved  :  When  the  ftates  are  defn-ous  of 
making  a  new  law,  they  muft  deliberate  on 
the  fubjed:  among  themfelves  :  when  they 
have  agreed,  the  plan  fhall  be  laid  before 
the  king  by  the  four  fpeakers,  in  order  to 
have  his  fentiments  upon  it.  His  rnajefty 
fhall  then  confult  the  fenate  ;  after  which 
he  fhall  form  his  refolution,  aflemble  the 
ftates  in  the  large  hall  of  the  caftle,  and  in  • 
a  fliort  fpeech  make  known  to  them  his 
confent,  or  the  reafons  why  he  cannot  ac- 
quiefce.  But  if  it  be  the  king  who  wi£l»€S 
Dd  3 
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to  make  a  new  law,  his  majefty  fhall  firft 
communicate  his  defign  to  the  fenate  ;  and, 
after  the  fenators  have  given  their  opinions> 
ihe  whple  fhall  be  referred  to  the  diet. 
When  tne  diet  have  maturely  deliberated, 
and  <;ome  to  a  determination,  the  ftates 
fliall  require  that  a  day  be  appointed,  in  or- 
der that  they  may  lay  their  confent  before 
the  king  in  the  grand  hall  ;  but  if  their  de- 
termination be  in  the  negative,  they  fhall 
tranfmit  it  in  writing  to  his  majefty,  toge- 
gether  with  their  motives,  by  the  four 
fpeakers. 

Art.  XL1ÏI.  In  cafe  a  new  queftion 
fliiall  arife  refpeding  any  law,  as  has  hap- 
pened feveral  times  lately,  it  fhall  be  de- 
cided in  the  manner  prefcribed  in  Art. 
XLII. 

Art.  XLIV.  Though  the  right  of  coining 
money  is  a  peculiar  prerogative  of  the  crown; 
yet,  in  cafe  it  be  found  neceflary  to  make 
any  alteration  in  the  value  or  alloy  of  it, 
fuch  alteration  fhall  not  be  made  without 
the  confent  of  the  fiates. 

Art.  XLV.  It  belongs  to  the  king  to 
<<j.  preferve 
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preferve  peace,  and  protect  the  kingdom, 
particularly  againft  every  foreign  force  and 
enemy  ;  but  he  cannot,  without  violating 
his  coronation  oath,  and  the  acl  of  aflur- 
ance,  impofe  upon  his  fubjeds  any  new 
fubfidies,  aids,  contributions,  or  other  taxes, 
without  the  knowledge  and  free  confent  of 
the  ftates  ;  except  when  the  kingdom  is  at- 
tacked by  an  armed  force  :  in  fuch  an  un- 
fortunate circumftance  he  has  the  right  of 
purfuing  fuch  meafures  as  may  be  moft 
likely  to  promote  the  fafety  of  the  flate.^  and 
the  interefts  of  his  fubjeâ:s. 

Art.  XLVI.  The  affemblies  of  the  ftates 
fhall  not  continue  above  three  months  at 
moft  ;  and  that  the  kingdom  may  not  be 
harafled  by  long  diets,  as  has  been  the  cafe 
hitherto,  the  king  may,  towards  the  end  of 
that  period,  diflblve  the  diet,  and  fend  back 
the  deputies  each  to  his  place  of  abode.  If 
they  have  not  confented,  during  the  fitting 
of  the  diet,  to  the  impofition  of  new  taxes, 
matters  fhall  remain  on  their  former  footing. 

Art.  XLVII.    The  ftates   ftiall  have  a 
right  to  name  thofe  who  fit  in  the  fecret 
committee,  with  whom  the  king  fliall  de- 
liberate 
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liberate  upon  fuch  affairs  as  he  may  judge 
proper  to  be  kept  fecret.  The  members  of 
this  committee  fhall  enjoy  all  the  rights 
v/hich  the  ftates  themfelves  poiTefs  ;  but  in 
all  cafes  in  which  fecrecy  is  not  neceflary, 
every  affair  fhall  be  propofed  in  a  full  af- 
fembly  of  each  order  ''••. 

Art.  XL VIII.  The  king  can  neither 
declare  war,  nor  commence  hoflilities,  with- 
out the  knowledge  and  confent  of  the  ftates. 

Art.  XLIX.  No  books  of  precedents, 
except  thofe  concerning  affairs  on  which 
the  king  has  deliberated  with  the  ftates,  can 
be  called  for  by  them,  or  communicated  to 
them. 

Art.  L.  The  ftate  of  the  public  finances 
fhall  be  laid  before  the  fecret  committee,  in 
order  that  they  may  be  convinced,  that  the 
money  has  been  employed  for  the  ufe  and 
advantage  of  the  kingdom. 

Art.  LI.  If  any  member  of  the  diet, 
unlefs  where  he  is  in  fault,  fhall  be  injured 
by  word  or  deed,  during  the  fitdng  of  the 


*  A  full  afTembly  is  called  a  plenum  ;  and  a  full  aflembly  of 
all  tlic  oidcrs  united  is  called  a  plenum  plenorum, 

diet, 


OF     SWEDEN.  409 

diet,  either  in  going  thither  or  returning 
home,  after  he  has  made  his  quality  known, 
fuch  injury  fliall  be  punifhed  according  to 
the  laws  of  the  kingdom,  and  the  culprit 
fhall  be  treated  as  a  difturber  of  the  public 
repofe. 

Art.  LII.  The  king  fliall  protect  the 
four  orders  of  the  kiagdom  in  the  full  en- 
joyment of  their  privileges  and  rights  law- 
fully acquired.  No  new  privileges  fliall  be 
granted  to  one  order  without  the  knowledge 
and  confent  of  the  whole  four. 

Art.  LIII.  The  king  alone  fliall  have 
the  management  of  whatever  concerns  the 
provinces  of  Germany  :  they  fliall  be  go- 
verned according  to  the  laws  of  the  Ger- 
manic empire,  and  their  privileges  legally 
acquired,  and  eftabliflied  by  the  peace  of 
Weftphalia. 

Art.  LIV.  All  the  cities  of  the  king- 
dom fliall  remain  in  the  full  enjoyment  of 
thofe  rights  and  privileges  granted  to  them 
by  former  kings  ;  in  fuch  a  manner,  how- 
ever, that  thefe  rights  and  privileges   muft 

give 
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give  way  to  the  necefTity  of  the  times,  and 
to  the  public  good. 

Art.  LV.  The  bank  of  the  ftates  fhall 
remain,  as  hitherto,  under  the  guarantee 
and  protection  of  the  ftates  themfelves  ;  and 
fhall  be  managed  according  to  the  regula- 
tions and  ftatutes  already  eftablilhed,  or  to 
thofe  which  may  in  future  be  eftablifhed  by 
the  ftates. 

Art.  LVI,  The  treafury  for  the  payment 
of  the  army  fhall  be  managed  according  to 
the  prefent  regulations,  and  thofe  which  the 
king  may  afterwards  make  in  concert  with 
the  reprefentatives  of  that  body. 

Art.  LVII.  If  any  obfcurity  be  found 
in  the  prefent  law,  its  literal  meaning  fhall 
be  adhered  to,  until  the  king  and  the  ftates 
have  affembled  on  this  fubjeâ:,  in  the  man- 
ner prefcribed  in  articles  XXXIX.  and 
XLII. 

THE    END. 
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